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A new Lodge? Why should Red Deer and area require a new Lodge? There were 

two well established and energetic Lodges in Red Deer. However, it was known to 

several dedicated Masons that there were Brethren in the community who were 

not affiliated and that given the opportunity would again become active in Lodge. 

One of the ways of using this opportunity was the possibility of forming a new 

Lodge.  

Therefore, in early October 1963, the Grand Secretary was requested to ask all 

constituent Lodges in Alberta to forward the names of members living in Red 

Deer to W. Bro. G. Cowie, Secretary of Red Deer #12. A list of 64 names was 

compiled of those who were not affiliated with a Red Deer Lodge and these 

brethren were notified of an informal meeting to be held at the Masonic Temple 

on November 25, 1963 (19 years ago tonight). Twenty-two of those in attendance 

signified their interest and that they would support the formation of a new Lodge, 

R.W. Bro. W. A. Cameron was elected Chairman of the Steering Committee and 

W. Bro. G. Cowie Secretary-Treasurer pro ten. A committee was also selected to 

find a name for the new Lodge. It was also clearly established that it was not the 

intent, that by forming a new Lodge, it would rob members from the existing 

Lodges, but to provide an opportunity for unaffiliated brethren to unite and work 

together. Those present also voted to have the proposed new Lodge work in the 

Canadian Rite. Some no doubt dropped their interest at this point but others very 

interested in expanding Freemasonry chose to become bilingual (in a manner of 

speaking), and this Lodge has no doubt been the richer for their decision.  

The next meeting was held on January 8, 1964 with the Grand Secretary in 

attendance and he gave invaluable assistance in preparing the details required in 

the formation of a new Lodge. The committee on selecting a new name reported 

and recommended “Beacon" which was unanimously adopted. I can only assume 

others were considered, but must confess that I find the name "Beacon” very 

acceptable, because this Lodge has certainly been an inspiration and guiding light 

to many Masons. A proposed list of officers which had been drawn up was 



presented to R.W. Bro. F. Stevenett DDGM District 4 for his approval. The Petition 

for the formation of a new Lodge was then sent to the Grand Master M.W. Bro. S. 

Hardin for his approval. While awaiting the Grand Master's approval an intense 

period of ritual memorizing and practicing took place in all aspects of Lodge 

conduct and Degree work. The Brethren were given tremendous support and 

guidance by M.W. Bro. F.P. Galbraith.  

On April 1, 1964 the prayer of the Petition was granted and Beacon Lodge UD was 

regularly instituted. M.W. Bro. S. Hardin officiated, assisted by a large number of 

Grand Lodge Officers. There were thirty-two names on the petition.  

The Lodge immediately got down to work, such as assigning work to the various 

officers e.g. - the little things that are not found in any manual but form part of 

the Lodge traditions, approving Bylaws, setting fees e.g., Initiation $100.00 - today 

$125.00; Affiliation $10.00 - today $20.00; Annual dues $15.00 today - $40.00. On 

reflection and looking at the economic times I wonder if we are keeping up with 

the times. Education has been a part of this Lodge's concern from the beginning 

and I am happy to observe that this area is still a very active part of our Lodge 

work. W. Bro. Perry, our lovable senior citizen and charter member, was one of 

the first to deliver a paper and it was at Innisfail #8. W. Bro. Perry do you 

remember the title? Unfortunately, I can't remind you as it was not recorded in 

the historical register. Two new members were initiated during the first year, they 

were Bro. W. Abbott and Bro. C. McGill who received their third Degree on 

January 25, 1965, which was also the beginning of the annual Burn's Night.  

On June 24, 1965 an Especial Meeting of Grand Lodge was called in Red Deer for 

the purpose of Constituting and Consecrating Beacon Lodge #190. This was a 

grand occasion with 11 Grand Lodge present and they were assisted by 4 PGM'S, 

9 PDDGM'S, 1 PJG Deacon, 1PGP and as one can surmise many other Brethren 

were present. After these ceremonies, the Grand Master M.W. Bro. AJG Lauder 

assisted by several Brethren duly installed the officers of Beacon #190 for the first 

time. W. Bro. H. Parsons being the first Master - later to become R.W. Bro. 

Parsons. This was a heavy load and to his credit he served from date of institution 

April, 1964 until June 1966. M.W. Bro. G. Towers, who was then DGM, gave the 

final charge at this first Installation.  



Of the original 32 charter members - 7 have passed away, 8 have demitted, l 

suspended for NPD.  

There are currently 134 names on the register of which 16 have passed away, 22 

have demitted, 4 suspended for NPD, 67 are resident, 21 are non-resident for a 

total of 88 active members, 5 of which are Life Members.  

A highlight of the 1966-67 year was a Grand Master's Night to honour M.W. Bro. 

G. Towers. This was a combined function of the three Red Deer Lodges as he is an 

active member of Red Deer #12 and Honorary Life member of Kenilworth #29 and 

Beacon #190. The guests were treated to a lively program, part of which was a 

Barber Shop Quartet made up of three masons and one K of c. Four other PGM's 

were on he'd plus many other past and present Grand Lodge Officers.  

The 1968-69 auditors reported that the Lodge had a net worth of $1880.77 which 

showed good progress for a new Lodge. The member ship had grown from 32 to 

51. This same year was the time when R.W. Bro. G. Cowie was DDGM for District 

#4, Registrar for Beacon #190 and I believe Secretary for Red Deer #12, a 

dedicated Mason, who we regret to say passed away in March 1978.  

The Lodge was saddened by the passing of M.W. Bro. F.P. Galbraith in May 1970, 

a charter member and a source of great strength to the Lodge. M.W. Bro. G.R. 

Sterling, another charter member and guiding light to the lodge passed away in 

April 1979.  

On April 28, 1975 Beacon Lodge celebrated it's first decade and for the evening 

the chairs were occupied by as many of the original officers as were available, 

R.W. Bro. H. Parsons presiding. The first two initiates were also present and W. 

Bro. R. Fisher gave a summary of the first ten years. At this time, I would like to 

remind everyone that the 25th year is fast approaching and that proper planning 

will be required for that important occasion.  

On reading over the reports submitted by the various Registrars you get the 

feeling of officers and membership striving to improve the Lodge. Many papers 

have been given and some skits presented to advance education, Varied types of 

entertainment have been tried for the families with different levels of success. 

Each Master has left his mark with the attendant results of fluctuations in the 

degree of perfection in the workings of the Lodge. From all of this the Lodge 



progresses, learning from experience, still trying to learn more of what Masonry is 

all about.  

From all the forgoing I believe it is evident that the first question has been 

answered, there was a need for a new Lodge. The affiliated Brethren found a 

home and to their credit have advanced the work of Masonry. Many members of 

the Lodge have been active Members in Grand Lodge or have been elected or 

appointed to the various committees of Grand Lodge.  

I hope that this report has been a refresher to the charter members present and 

that it was of interest to those of us who are new.  

Let us build on these past achievements, and let them be an inspiration to all to 

keep "Beacon Lodge well and doing fine.  

Worshipful Master, it is my hope that I have met your expectations in this brief 

historic summary of Beacon Lodge.  

Respectfully submitted,  

L.E. Dickson 


