
MOST WORSHIPFUL Bother 

 

JOHN A. JACKSON 

 

Born in Seaforth Ontario in 1875, John Ainslie Jackson was educated at Seaforth Collegiate 

Institute, and at Toronto University, where he obtained, in 1897, his Bachelor of Arts degree. 

Upon graduating in Law from Osgood Hall, Toronto, in 1901 he moved to Blyth Ontario where 

he went into private practice for a year, before coming to Alberta in 1903. It was at Blyth, 

Ontario that he met his future wife, Miss Emigh. 

 

John Jackson practiced law, in sole practice, at Ponoka, Alberta, for a period of ten years (from 

April 1903 until his appointment in 1913 as a District Court Judge). During this time, it was 

obvious from his legal, Masonic, sports, and community activities as recorded in the Ponoka 

Herald, that he was a most active, and exceedingly busy, lawyer, sportsman, and 

community-minded citizen. 

 

John Jackson had joined the Masonic Lodge in Blyth Ontario, during his one year stint in that 

city, but had moved out west before having advanced beyond the first, or Entered Apprentice 

degree. With the population of Ponoka exploding to the grand total of 517 residents in 

December 1904, it didn’t take long for the few Masons in this metropolis to meet and decide to 

form their own Masonic Lodge. Jackson, in his own words, recorded by him in the original 

Britannia Lodge historical register, tells the story as follows: 

 

"Brother Jackson was only an E.A. having obtained that degree in Blyth Ontario 

before coming West. He had some trouble in getting his mother lodge into 

communication with Eureka Lodge at Lacombe, but finally succeeded and became a 

M.M. in the winter of 1904. There were other masons here and at times prospects 

were good but one or two would find it necessary to leave for other parts and the 

perfect number (seven) would again be lacking." 

 

"However, Bro. Charles K. Campbell appeared on the scene in 1903, towards the 

end of it and it was seen that the wishes of the brothers would ere long be fulfilled. 

With the advent of Bro. Brodie in 1904, we found we had the required number and 

one over. 

 

"The Brethren with a whole eye to the good of the lodge, chose Bro. C.U. Campbell 

for the first master, Bro. Rowley S.W., and Bro. Courtright J.W. As there were only 

eight of us, we all got positions." 

 

" ... Britannia Lodge (V.D.) was instituted on the evening of January 31st 1903 by 

D.D.G.U. Bro. J.J. Dunlop of Edmonton." 

 



From this inauspicious beginning, Brother Jackson proceeded rapidly through the Lodge 

offices, culminating with his being elected, in December 1906 as Worshipful Master of 

Britannia Lodge No. 18. His rapid rise in Grand Lodge offices can be further seen by the 

following advancements: 

 

1909 ---- District Deputy Grand Master 

1910 ---Junior Grand Deacon 

1911 ---- Grand Junior Warden 

1912 ---- Grand Senior Warden 

1913 ---Deputy Grand Master 

1914 ---- Grand Master 

1915-1951 -- Past Grand Master 

 

During Jackson's tenure at Ponoka, he took an active role in both Provincial and Federal 

politics. He was an active supporter of the Conservative party, and in 1904 he organized and 

became the first president of the Ponoka Conservative Association. He contested this riding in 

the Conservative interests, both in 1905, and in 1909. In the Provincial election of 1913, his 

friend, and brother Mason, George Gordon, was chosen as the candidate to contest the 

forthcoming Provincial election. J.A. Jackson was chairman of that Conservative nomination 

meeting, as well as being elected, at the same meeting, a director of the Ponoka Conservative 

Association. 

 

In addition to being the only lawyer in Ponoka, we observe from the Local News section of the 

Ponoka Herald during those years, that J.A. Jackson, in March, 1905, was appointed Village 

solicitor, (at $100.00 per year retainer), was elected as the Town secretary-treasurer in 1905, 

which position he held until he resigned in April, 1912, "as there was too much work for the 

salary the town could afford to give." It is to be further noted that, in July 1912,'J.A. Jackson 

was reappointed as secretary treasurer at the increased salary of $600.00 per annum, when his 

replacement did not prove satisfactory. As secretary of the Town, "he steered the council 

through many knotty problems". 

 

Jackson's contributions to the Ponoka community extended into the field of education. He ran, 

and was first elected as a School Trustee in 1905. He continued as a trustee until his resignation 

in 1913 on his appointment as a District Court Judge. 

 

Again, it is to be noted that he was returned as school trustee in December 1912 elections, 

without opposition. J.A. Jackson was conscientious in attending School Trustee conventions 

through the years, including his last one in January, 1913. 

 

Jackson was a well-known athlete throughout the Dominion. He earned the nickname of 

'Stonewall Jackson' as a star halfback on the "Varsity" soccer team, and was something to 

conjure with in football lacrosse, hockey boxing, and other sports. Foremost in the field of 



sport, he was a favourite with the young men. He was one of the founders, and in 1907, the 

president of the Alberta Football Association. In later years while a Judge in Lethbridge, his 

keen sports interest was again recognized by being elected the leader of the Canadian 

Contingent of Athletes at the Olympic Games held in Berlin, Germany in 1936. He attended, 

during his lifetime, three Olympic Games; Paris in 1924, Los Angeles in 1932, and Berlin 

Germany in 1936. 

 

As a barrister, J.A. Jackson was no slouch. In March 1905 a Supreme Court case heard in the 

Wetaskiwin Court House, and handled by Jackson, Ponoka’s "local advocate" in a dispute 

concerning the ownership of a pair of oxen, was successful in obtaining, for his client, a 

judgment which included the full claim and costs. "Mr. Jackson is to be congratulated on his 

success and his able handling of the case", reported the Ponoka Herald's next edition. 

 

It was as a direct result of the efforts of J.A. Jackson that Ponoka was chosen to be the site-of 

Alberta's first Provincial Asylum. In the February 22, 1907 edition of the Ponoka Herald, he 

suggested that town council and the business community put forth their united efforts to secure 

this institution. With his behind the scenes efforts, the local Board of Trade was revitalized, and 

local delegations made successful representations to the Provincial legislators.' In short order 

Ponoka was chosen as the future home of the 'Provincial Lunatic Asylum'. Land two miles from 

town was purchased, and construction commenced, in the summer of 1908. 

 

Whether it was his legal training, or his involvement in Masonic offices, he was always in 

demand as a speaker, and as chairman of whatever meetings he was drawn to. As a school 

trustee, he quickly became the Board chairman; at Conservative * political and nomination 

meetings, he became the chairman by popular demand. The New Year’s Eve highlight function 

of 1912, was "The Scotch Social", attended by two hundred guests, and held over the Town 

Hall. J.A. Jackson gave the main address of the evening. His talk is recorded as being 

appropriate with well-chosen remarks. 

 

Upon his appointment, in 1913, as a District Court Judge, for the district of Lethbridge, His 

Honour Judge J.A. Jackson, and Mrs. Jackson, moved to that southern city in April, 1913, to 

take up their lifetime residence. This was an enormous loss to Britannia Lodge, to his Ponoka 

friends, and to the community-as a whole. 

 

The Ponoka Herald again records the esteem that was held for the town lawyer, town secretary, 

avid sportsman, and longtime school trustee, by recognizing that he had a "splendid business, 

was always ready to take a hand in the-upbuilding of the town and district", and that "his 

services were much sought after." 

 

Prior to leaving, the brethren of Britannia Lodge # 18 presented R. W. Brother Jackson with a 

handsome gold mounted walking stick as a mark of appreciation in which he was held by his 



brother Masons; and Mrs. Jackson was likewise made the recipient of a very handsome gift, 

provided by a number of her lady friends in town. 

 

While in Lethbridge, in addition to his Judicial duties, Judge Jackson's extracurricular activities 

continued. In June 1913 he was elected to the Grand Lodge office of Deputy Grand Master, and 

in the following year elected to the highest of Grand Lodge offices, that of The Most 

Worshipful, The Grand Master of The Grand Lodge of Alberta'. He held this grand position at 

thirty-nine years of age, which, to this day, makes him the youngest to have held this position. 

 

During his year as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Alberta, he was privileged to constitute 

no less than seven lodges, plus one other lodge which was constituted by his personal 

representative. He also granted dispensations for four new lodges, truly a remarkable record. 

 

At a later time, in addition to various other positions held by Judge Jackson, he was appointed 

the Chairman of the South Alberta Irrigation District, and was a former president of the 

Canadian Amateur Athletic Union. 

 

His Honour Judge Jackson retired in 1945 after thirty-two years on the Southern Alberta 

District Court bench. 

 

Most Worshipful Brother John A. Jackson passed to the Great Architect Above on October lst, 

1951. 

 

Harry J. Noble 

Past Master 

Britannia Lodge # 18 

Ponoka, Alberta 

November 21,1992 

 


