
DR. SAMUEL JOHN NELSON BYERS 
 

RIMBEY'S'FAST TRACK' WORSHIPFUL MASTER 
 
Dr. Samuel J.N. Byers moved from Scribner, Nebraska, in 1914, to Rimbey Alberta, 
becoming that town's first resident doctor. In 1915, Britannia Lodge, at Ponoka, on 
behalf of Scribner Lodge, Nebraska, raised Dr. Byers to the Master Mason degree, and 
he then affiliated with our Ponoka lodge. Dr. Byers was the driving force in having a 
Masonic Lodge formed in Rimbey. In the fall of 1916, Britannia Lodge was approached 
by Freemasons resident in Rimbey, for our blessing and sponsorship of a separate 
Lodge there. Ponoka readily agreed to recommend, and support, Rimbey in this 
endeavour, and the Grand Master of Alberta, on December 19, 1916, granted the 
required dispensation. On Thursday, January 18, 19,17, R.W. Bro. J.A. Wilson, of 
Innisfail arrived in Ponoka, preparatory to motoring over to Rimbey the next day. In his 
honor, an emergent meeting was hastily called for that Thursday night, with a good 
number of Masons in attendance, including Dr. S.J. Byers making the trip over from 
Rimbey. The next day, Friday, January 19, 1917, the D.D.G.M. Wilson, from Innisfail, 
accompanied by members of Britannia Lodge, (Dr. W.A. Campbell, T.W. Franks, and 
George Gordon), and Dr. Byers, motored over to Rimbey and the D.D.G.M. there 
instituted, 'Under Dispensation', Kitchener Lodge, at Rimbey. The three senior installed 
officers were: Worshipful Master - Dr. S.J.N. Byers; Senior Warden - A. Langmuir; and 
Junior Warden - Dr. W.J. Byers. 
 
As an aside, it is important to show the interest and enthusiasm which was shown by 
Dr. Byers in Masonic affairs. In 1915, after arriving in Rimbey, he attended our lodge in 
Ponoka, as a visiting Fellowcraft, in May, July, and September, (being raised then to 
the Master Mason degree); in 1916, as a member of Britannia, by affiliation, he 
attended our meetings in March (twice), June (twice), August, and on December 7th. 
He also made the long trip over for our January 4th, and January 18th, (emergent) 
1917 meetings. 
 
A careful search of Britannia Lodge records show that Bro. Dr. S.J. Byers had not been 
appointed to any Masonic offices during the period of 1916 while he was a member of 
that Lodge, nor had he been elected to any offices in Britannia Lodge. In other words, 
his first Masonic office ever held was that of Worshipful Master of Kitchener Lodge, 
I.I.D. 
 
As you know, it is a requirement that no brother be elected as the Master of a lodge, 
unless he previously has been appointed and served as a Warden of some warranted 
lodge. Both today, and in 1916, there was an exception to the requirement for a 
Worshipful Master to have served for twelve months as a Warden. The Grand Master 
has the power of dispensing with this eligibility requirement, and he did so when he 
granted dispensation to institute a Masonic Lodge at Rimbey. As a matter of practice, 
this writer is of the opinion that it would be usual to nominate as Master Designate, of a 
newly formed Lodge, one who has previously held the chair of Master. 
 

In the Masonic fraternity: 
"All preferment among Masons should be grounded upon real worth and 
personal merit only, therefore no brother shall be elected Master of a Lodge or 
appointed to any office therein merely on account of seniority or rank." 

 
It is high praise indeed, of Dr. Samuel Byers personal merit, enthusiasm, and interest 
in Masonry, that his Masonic peers in Rimbey, and the Grand Master of Alberta, 
designated him to be Rimbey's first Worshipful Master, and to then elect him the 
Charter Master of Kitchener Lodge, No. 95. 



Short Biography of Dr. Samuel John Nelson Mathew Byers 
 
Born in Bracebridge, Ontario, March 17, 1870, he came, with his wife and family, from 
Scribner, Nebraska, to Rimbey, Alberta, in 1914. He was Rimbey's first resident doctor. 
Until a drug store was opened in Rimbey in 1919, Dr. Byers had his office in his home 
located Northwest of the town of Rimbey. Dr. Byers practiced medicine in Rimbey until 
1936, when he moved his medical practice to Ponoka, purchasing, and taking over the 
practice, and offices, of Dr. Somerville. Later he practiced from his home on Chipman 
Ave., west of the old Baptist Church. He retired from medical practice in 1945, when 
his son, Dr. J.N.C. Byers, returned from overseas duty as a military surgeon, to locate 
and take on a life-long medical practice in Ponoka. Dr. S.J.N. Byers again affiliated 
with Britannia Lodge in 1938, maintaining dual membership with Kitchener Lodge 95, 
Rimbey. Through his efforts, Ponoka and Rimbey lodges formed a longstanding, close, 
fraternal relationship. Dr. S.J.N. Byers passed away on April 5, 1948. 
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