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ADDRESSING OR REFERRING TO MEMBERS OF THE CRAFT BY INCLUDING 

NON-MASONIC TITLES 

BY BROTHER RALPH DOYLE P.M. 1605 S.C., PADGL 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Right Worshipful Master, Right Worshipful District Grand Master, Right Worshipful Proxy 

District Grand Master, Visiting District Grand Masters and Past District Grand Masters, 

Distinguished Brethren, Brethren All, my Paper today expresses my view on “addressing or 

referring to Members of the Craft by including Non-Masonic Titles”. 

 

DEFINITIONS 

According to Albert G. Mackey’s “Encyclopedia of Freemasonry” the “original and inoffensive 

signification of profane is that of being uninitiated; and it is used in Freemasonry, simply to 

designate one who has not been initiated as a Freemason”. (Emphasis added). 

In this Paper, “profane” embraces both persons and/or Institutions outside of Freemasonry. 

And, in the Oxford Paperback Dictionary (1978) the word “title” is defined, inter alia, as – 

“a word used to show a person’s rank, or office (e.g. king, mayor, captain) or used in speaking of 

or to him or her (e.g. Lord, Mrs., Doctor)…” 

With the above in mind, the term “Non-Masonic titles” in my Paper includes, but is  not limited to  

Awards, Honours, Decorations, Academic and Professional Status and /or  Qualifications of the 

profane and the subject matter of this Paper considers the addition(s) of such Non-Masonic titles* 

either before and /or after a Brother’s name, when addressing or referring to him, e.g. (using both 

fictitious names and qualifications) - Brother (*Professor) John Scotland or, Brother (*Professor) 

John Scotland *A.C.D., *I.G.F. etc. 

Let me state from the outset that achievements and/or qualifications earned by diligence and merit 

in the profane and recognition thereof are to be congratulated and admired. Indeed, persons who 

achieve and maintain the highest qualifications and /or standards in their particular fields thereby 
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set good examples to be followed. And, it is acknowledged that, in many instances, the   Craft   

benefits tremendously from gratuitous contributions of the professional and / or occupational skills 

of Brethren. Prudence dictates that the maintenance of   proper records of the skills of Brethren 

may assist in identifying Brethren who may be desirous of using such skills in rendering service 

to the Craft (and of course be useful for statistical purposes).  

 

SCOTTISH CRAFT 

Let me also CLARIFY that my Paper considers the topic from the viewpoint of a Freemason 

subject to the Constitution and Laws of the Grand Lodge of Scotland (“the Scottish Constitution”) 

as Law 226 thereof under the Rubric “Masonic Etiquette” mandates, inter alia, that – 

“Visiting Brethren from another Constitution will be addressed in accordance with the usage in 

that Constitution.” 

Further, for the avoidance of doubt, I fully respect any traditions, customs and/or usages of any 

Scottish Daughter Lodges, Provincial or District Grand Lodges in addressing or referring to their 

Members with the addition(s) of Non-Masonic Titles especially, if sanctioned by the Grand Lodge 

of Scotland.  

 

QUALIFICATIONS/ REQUIREMENTS 

 In considering the matter, a good starting point will be the 

QUALIFICATIONS/REQUIREMENTS necessary to become a Member of the Craft. 

In this connection, the Grand Lodge of Scotland in its Official booklet “THE APPLICANT” 

informs persons desirous of becoming Freemasons that there are certain essential requirements. 

These are specified   under the heading “WHO MAY BECOME A FREEMASON?” as follows:- 

“Not every man can fulfil the requirements that Freemasonry asks of 

her aspirants. The primary requirement is, of course, moral 

character. One whose reputation in the Community is in any way 
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questionable cannot expect to   become a Mason. But there are other 

requirements which the petitioner must have, such as:- 

He must be a believer in God, The Supreme Being.  

He must be a loyal citizen, willing to discharge his duties to 

God, to his neighbor and to himself.  

He must be at least twenty-one years of age (unless his father is 

or was a Freemason when the age of admission may be reduced, at the 

discretion of the Lodge, to eighteen).  

He must be in such financial circumstances that he can maintain 

himself as a Member of his Lodge, meeting the monetary obligations 

imposed by being a member, without detriment to his family or 

himself…” (Emphasis added). 

The above is formalized in Laws 166 and 167 of the Scottish Constitution which require every 

candidate for Initiation (or Affiliation) to give “name, occupation, date and place of birth, 

nationality and residence “, and to be at least twenty-one years of age (unless a son of a mason, 

when application may be made at “any time after attaining eighteen years of age”). 

Indubitably, with the primary requirement of “moral character”, the social or professional 

“status” of a Candidate and the status of his “occupation” are de minimis. 

Further, locally, in Volume 1- 1981 of “The Level”  in the Article “Aims and Objects of 

Freemasonry “, sub- titled “(ADVICE TO WOULD-BE MEMBERS)”, applicants  are advised as 

follows:- 

“You have expressed a wish to become a Freemason…. We would like to 

suggest, therefore, that you examine yourself before you let yourself be proposed 

for election, even if you think that you conform to our expectations, and even if 

you think that you will find in our circle what you expect, and what led you to 

us. In case you believe that you may procure some personal or business 

advantage by admission to Freemasonry, you will be sorely disappointed. It 

were better you withdraw your application. If it seems impossible for you 
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to forget all differences of social position, financial possessions, mental 

abilities, religious beliefs, and political opinions, it would be better to 

renounce your intention of becoming a Freemason because you would not 

feel at home in our surroundings and meetings where such differences are not 

observed. 

If again you believe that we aspire to freedom and equality by aiming at the 

destruction of the social structures of society then you would not fit into our 

group… 

…Since the society of Freemasons is drawn from men of different occupations 

and social environments, it is very likely that you will find amongst us those with 

whom you have not previously been in social converse in profane life. Examine 

yourself if you would be strong enough to accept this man as a brother, indeed 

more, to ally yourself with him in fraternal love for a common purpose. 

Similarly it would happen that you would meet   , as a member of our society, a 

man whom you might feel you could not respect. Sober thought will tell you that 

our society cannot always avoid mistakes in admitting members. It should not 

be held against Freemasonry which, in extreme cases only, wholly disowns a 

man who has received the title of brother. 

..The purpose of Freemasonry is … the moral improvement as well as the 

intellectual and spiritual advancement of its members. To this end a man must 

be freed from the chains of prejudice, sensuality and egotism. Freemasonry 

...will create an opportunity for united effort to develop harmoniously our talents 

and potential strength… 

Freemasons consider all men equally called for this purpose…”  (Emphasis 

added). 

Brethren, as Freemasons we all need to constantly remind ourselves of the foregoing   purpose of 

the Craft. The subject matter of this Paper is guided by that purpose. 
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EQUALITY AND HUMILITY 

Bearing in mind the aforesaid “QUALIFICATIONS/ REQUIREMENTS” and a Committee of 

Enquiry’s duty to make full enquiry into same  ( particularly,  a candidate’s “character”) and to 

report thereafter to a Lodge, it is my respectful view that where , after due enquiry,  a candidate 

has been recommended for membership any preoccupation with his 

“qualifications”/“occupation”/“profession” in   the profane is irreconcilable with the principles of 

Equality and Humility  as promulgated by Freemasonry and also,  the  guidance or directions on 

the form(s) of addressing or referring to Brethren as  issued by  the Grand Lodge of Scotland .  

Personally, even though initiated in 1980 (and a septuagenarian), I am consistently  aware  that  

Freemasonry as an Institution places a very high value on fostering a genuine Brotherhood 

amongst Members – Members who come from every walk of life and are ALL  taught  at Initiation 

that –  

“no matter how great your worldly possessions may be,  

You meet your Brother in the Lodge on strict equality, 

All being on the Level…” 

In the poem “The Level and the Square”, Brother (Rob) Morris, the (19th Century) American” Poet 

Laureate of Freemasonry”,   tells   us – 

“We meet upon the Level, 

Though from every station come, 

The rich man from his palace 

And the poor man from his home; 

For the rich must leave his wealth and state 

Outside the Mason’s door 

And the poor man finds his best respect 

Upon the Checkered Floor…” 
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And, in the Modern Ritual, the Entered Apprentice’s attention is directed to the excellencies of our 

Institution and, he is informed, inter alia:- 

“… that in every age, monarchs themselves have been promoters of our art. 

They have not found it derogatory to their dignity to exchange the sceptre for 

the trowel”. 

 

VERBUM SAPIENTI (“A WORD TO THE WISE”) 

Membership in the Craft of a wide cross-section of society is commendable. However, it   is 

submitted that   emphasis   or insistence on addressing and /or referring to a Brother by including 

his professional qualification(s) or status in the profane may (unfortunately) ignore the reality that 

professional status is conditional on conduct as Professional Bodies have the capacity to suspend 

or even expel their members, subject of course to compliance with any relevant disciplinary 

procedures. 

After all, priests may be defrocked, attorneys-at –law disbarred   , doctors   removed   from practice 

and military personnel court martialled.   

And, there may even be the practical difficulty of the Craft not receiving the approval of 

Professional Bodies to obtain or peruse the material considered by them in disciplinary 

proceedings   which were determined adversely against professionals who are also members of the 

Craft. 

In other words, blanket reliance on professional “status” of a Brother as an indicator of “moral 

character” may prove to be ill-founded. 

And, Brethren, what about “HUMILITY” in the Craft? 

Locally, the (late) distinguished Masonic Scholar, Brother Lionel Augustine Seemungal Hon. 

Grand Librarian was also a Member of the English Craft. 
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On Wednesday 28th April 1982, in the Oration “The Nature and Principles of the Institution” 

delivered at the Consecration of Daniel Hart Lodge No .9028 E. C. he  considered the principle of 

Humility “of some importance and worthy of re-iteration” and stated, inter alia, :- 

“…We must at all times avoid the sins of pride and arrogance, considering 

ourselves   perfect or near perfect beings of superior structure gathered together in 

a society designed for mutual self-congratulation on our believed virtues…Lastly, 

let us in all humility bear in mind that admission to the Craft is not a sign or seal of 

superiority over others not so favoured. In fact, it may be said with no little truth, 

that those of us in Freemasonry are here because we are sorely in need of the 

teachings of Freemasonry.” 

I shall return to the principle of Humility but, I turn now to guidance to Brethren under the Scottish 

Constitution with specific reference to Styles and Forms of Address. 

 

STYLES AND TITLES 

Bearing in mind that in Freemasonry, the title “Worshipful” means “Worthy of respect”, let us 

examine the descriptions or titles to be used by Brethren.    

Law 11 of the Scottish Constitution informs that the style “Most Worshipful” and the title “Grand 

Master Mason” belong only to the Grand Master Mason and that the styles to be accorded to the 

other Grand Office-bearers, Honorary and Past Grand Office-Bearers are set out in the Second 

Schedule. Law 92 mandates that Provincial and District Grand Office-bearers and Grand 

Superintendents are to be accorded the styles in the Second Schedule and, by Law 226, Brethren 

who hold or have held Masonic rank are entitled  to be ceremoniously addressed or referred to in 

the styles  set out in the Second Schedule. 

In a nutshell, the Second Schedule lists the Offices and positions to be accorded the respective 

Styles of “Right Worshipful”, ”Very Worshipful” and “Worshipful”. 
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Locally, we may note the following excerpt from the (2001) Official directions issued by our 

District Grand Lodge:-  

“A-ON ALL OCCASIONS 

(i)In the Temple 

1. Styles of Address   (see Second Schedule of The Constitution and Laws of Grand 

Lodge, pp 122-123) - The following are the styles of address to be used by the 

Director of Ceremonies in announcing or introducing, and by all members of the 

District and of Daughter Lodges in addressing or referring to District Grand Office-

bearers. 

1.1 In District Grand Lodge or a Daughter Lodge – The style (Right Worshipful or 

Worshipful) and the Office, which may be preceded or followed by “Brother 

(name)”.For example, ”Brother Peter Salvary, Right Worshipful District Grand 

Master” ..” 

None of the above encompasses the addition of any Non-Masonic Styles or titles before or after a 

Brother’s name. 

 

MASONIC ETIQUETTE AND SCOTTISH USAGE 

Under the above heading in its Official Website the Grand Lodge of Scotland   gives the following  

Guidance, and I quote :- 

“ “BROTHER” IS A TITLE 

In the usage of the Scottish Craft “Brother” is neither a sentimental nor familiar form 

of address. It is a title – as much as Right Worshipful or Worshipful. A man does 

not attend his Lodge in his capacity as a private individual; he is not John Frazer or 

Robert Anderson. He is there in his capacity as a Master Mason – a Brother. For this 

reason he should always be addressed in open lodge as “Brother Frazer” or “Brother 

Anderson’. It cannot be too strongly stressed that all Scottish Freemasons are 

Brothers - irrespective of their rank in the Craft. The Scottish Craft knows no such 
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form of address as “Right Worshipful Brother” or “Worshipful Brother”, etc. In the 

Scottish Craft the appellations “Right Worshipful” and “Worshipful” are appropriate 

only to the office, not to the person. When addressing the Master of a Lodge it is 

correct to address him as ‘Right Worshipful Master, Brother Anderson”. It is 

incorrect and not in accordance with Scottish custom to address him as “Right 

Worshipful Brother Anderson”. In the same way a Past Master is never .repeat never, 

addressed as Worshipful Brother John Brown. He is Brother John Brown, Past 

Master and on a billet – a Scottish term-his name would be written as Brother John 

Brown, P.M.” 

Brethren, it is my respectful view that Freemasonry is progressive in nature and the successful 

progression of a Brother from Entered Apprentice and eventually to Master Mason (and possibly 

thereafter Master of a Lodge) is achieved by diligence, merit and adherence to the tenets of the 

Craft, notwithstanding the “status” of a Brother’s “calling” or title in the profane. 

The same holds true with respect to the conferment of “Honorary Membership” by a Daughter 

Lodge on Brethren of other Daughter Lodges and Brethren of Regular Lodges of recognized Sister 

Constitutions in amity with the Grand Lodge of Scotland as such Brethren qualify for same by 

being “distinguished for their zeal in Freemasonry”. And, it is also applicable to “Distinguished 

Service Membership” which may be conferred by a Lodge upon any of its members who have 

“given long and distinguished service to the Lodge”. 

Reminding myself of the salutary objectives of Freemasonry and having carefully considered the 

requirements for admission, advancement and “honours” in the Scottish Craft, I  respectfully find 

little  merit in the addition of Non-Masonic titles when addressing or referring to a Brother 

particularly , as the Grand Lodge of Scotland advises that “A man does not attend his Lodge in his 

capacity as a private individual … He is there in his capacity as a Master Mason- a Brother ”. 

Indeed, it follows that a man does not attend his Lodge in his professional or occupational capacity 

in the profane. 

Permit me to end by citing (in full) an article “submitted by J. H. J. Johnson” to be found in  

Volume 2 -1982 of “THE LEVEL” which, to my mind, profoundly illustrates that Brethren meet 

upon the Level, attend a Lodge in their capacity as Masons and, as Freemasons, their 

respective “titles” in the profane are irrelevant. 
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The article is entitled – “HUMILITY”- Hearken thereto:- 

“Some Brethren feel, after they have joined the Craft, that it is infra-dig for them to 

be subservient to Brethren who are their subordinates in the profane world, and 

sometimes never return to Lodge. Humility is one of the corner stones on which 

Freemasonry is founded, and   Brethren   , such as these should never have been 

accepted in the first place. 

A classical example of humility was displayed by Theodore Roosevelt when he was 

President of the United States, and attended a Lodge in Washington. At the festive 

board this is what he said   , and I quote:- 

“I violate no secret when I say that one of the greatest values in Freemasonry is that 

it affords an opportunity for men of all walks in   life to meet on common ground. 

Where all men are equal, and have one common interest. 

For example the Master of the Lodge is Brother Doughty, gardener of the estate of 

one of my friends, and a most excellent and public-spirited citizen with whom I like 

to come in contact. 

 Clearly I could not call on him at his home-it would have embarrassed him- neither 

could he call on me at the White House without embarrassment. 

In the Lodge it is entirely different. He was over me though I am President and 

one of the most powerful and influential men in the world. With all this I could 

not leave the Lodge without his consent, nor could I have spoken without his 

leave, and it is good for him and for me. (Emphasis added). 

 In what other society in the world can you find this.  

Sometime when you are feeling important, sometime when your ego’s in 

bloom, 

Sometime when you take it for granted, you’re the best qualified in the 

room, 

Sometime when you feel that your going would leave an unfillable hole, 
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Just follow these simple instructions and see how they humble you. 

Take a bucket of water, put your hands in it up to the wrist, 

Pull them out and the hole that remains there is the measure of how much 

you will be missed. 

You may splash all you please when you enter, you may stir up the water galore 

But stop and you’ll  find  in  a  minute  that  it  looks  just  the  same  as  before.  

The moral of all of this is quite simple, do just the best you can, 

Be proud and remember, There is no indispensable man”   (and, dare I add “nor 

mason”). 

  

Right Worshipful Master, Right Worshipful District Grand Master, Right Worshipful Proxy 

District Grand Master, Visiting District Grand Masters and Past District Grand Masters, 

Distinguished Brethren, Brethren All, to me – neither birth, fortune nor “calling” maketh a Mason 

– what matters foremost is a Brother’s moral character and not any preoccupation with his non-

masonic titles. 

I thank you.  

  


