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A Beacon is not a destination - It just helps to light the way

Who is this Canadian / Albertan Mason???
Check it out starting on page 28

October is Masonic Higher Education Bursary Fund
month. Making a donation is easy through CanadaHelps.
Go to the Grand Lodge web page and click on the
“Donate Now” icon - see sample below. Remember to put
your Lodge number in the message field.

http:www.freemasons.ab.ca/primary/
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District Challenge




RW Bro. Grant Dixon
District Deputy Grand Master,
Central District
Grand Lodge of Alberta, AF&AM
Mailing address:

Box 8957,
Sylvan Lake, AB T4S 1S6
Phone:

403-848-4333
Email:

grantdixon@shaw.ca

Each Lodge is assigned a Lodge to visit during the Masonic Year and present an Education paper or event!
Take as many visitors as possible with you!
Let other Lodges know when and what your topic will
be!

Innisfail #8

Visits

Beacon #190

Eureka #10

Visits

Lochearn #151

Red Deer #12

Visits

Apollo #27

Mountain View #16

Visits

Kitchener #95

Britannia #18

Visits

Kenilworth #29

Apollo #27

Visits

Innisfail #8

Kenilworth #29

Visits

Eureka #10

Kitchener #95

Visits

Red Deer #12

Lochearn #151

Visits

Mountain View #16

Beacon #190

Visits

Britannia #18
Official Visits

Central District Lodges - Meeting Nights
Innisfail #8

Innisfail

3rd Thursday

8:00 PM

Dec 15, 2011

Eureka #10

Lacombe

4th Tuesday

8:00 PM

Nov. 22, 2011

Red Deer #12

Red Deer

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Jan. 10, 2012

Mountain View #16

Olds

1st Monday

8:00 PM

Oct. 3, 2011

Britannia #18

Ponoka

1st Wednesday

8:00 PM

Nov. 2, 2011

Apollo #27

Stettler

3rd Thursday

8:00 PM

Oct. 20, 2011

Kenilworth #29

Red Deer

1st Tuesday

7:30 PM

Feb. 7, 2012

Kitchener #95

Rimbey

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Oct. 11, 2011

Lochearn #151

Rocky Mountain House 2nd Thursday

7:30 PM

Oct. 13, 2011

Beacon #190

Red Deer

7:30 PM

Mar. 26, 2012

4th Monday

Some Lodges have a meal before the Lodge meeting - check for times

Central District Web Page

http://mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm
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District Musings: by W Bro. Clark Johnston
Well Brethren the Central District ―District‖ Meeting, hosted by RW Bro. Grant Dixon, has
come and gone and once again a very enjoyable day was had by all those in attendance – and
there was a good attendance, with approx 50 Brethren present including our Grand Master
MW Bro. Peter Dunlop. As a new addition to the program, the day started off with an educational presentation of a DVD provided by Bro. Randall Robinson, titled ―The Ultimate Masonic Lodge‖. It was a tour of the Lodge hall of the United Grand Lodge of England - a very
impressive building with several Lodge rooms and a lot of history.
Following the education portion of the day we adjourned to the festive hall for a very good
lunch of fried chicken with all the trimmings. Several Brethren were musing that it may be
hard to stay awake during the afternoon meeting after a very enjoyable and filling repast.
The afternoon meeting then kicked off with a memorial for departed Brethren and reports on
the State of Masonry from each Lodge. The reports were interspersed with visits from the
scrutinizers as the intricacies of voting for a new DDGM were sorted out. Three Brethren had
let their names stand for the DDGM position, VW Bro. Murdock Cameron (Britannia #16), W
Bro. Ron Vickers (Lochearn #151), and W Bro. Robert Cantwell (Beacon #190). Bro. Cameron was successful and will serve as DDGM Central District for 2012. Congratulations to
Bro. Cameron and sincere thank-you to Bros, Vickers for running.
From the individual Lodge reports, it appears all Lodges in the District are doing well. One
negative note was that due to lack of participation, Lochearn #151 will no longer be hosting a
District campout – an event they had hosted since 1979.
The schedule for the District Education Challenge was tabled by W Bro. Tom Clark (Lochearn
#151) and is detailed on the previous page. Dates and topics to be determined by the Lodges
involved, and hopefully communicated throughout the District to encourage inter-lodge visitation. Note: Times & Topics will be posted on the District web page if you let me know.
Other points from the meeting include a search for up to three ―Presenters‖ to assist in passing
on the Grand Lodge Strategic Plan to the Officers and Lodges within the District. If you are
interested, of know of someone who is a good presenter and may be interested – pass the name
on to the DDGM.
The Grand Master is looking for support to have Alberta Masons take on the CHIP program
(Child Identification Program), which is currently conducted by Masons in Manitoba and Ontario. I know this has been discussed before by various Lodges in the District and I am sure
the Grand Master would appreciate your support.
The DDGM advises the District per-capita will remain at $2.75 for 2011. Ever wonder how
this is spent?
Final musings:
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It was mentioned that only 20% of the Masons in Alberta are active. How does your
Lodge stand up to that yard stick? Mine runs at about 35%
The District Golf Tournament and Curling Bonspiels – neither of which were held by
their hosts this past year – were brought up for discussion and quickly sidelined by the
DDGM for further discussion at the Lodge level. If these, along with the Campout, disappear that would eliminate all ―District‖ events. It’s sad to see them disappear, but perhaps they have served their purpose – the aging members no longer can take part and
the younger ones have different interests. The Districts are after all a function of Grand
Lodge, rather than an elected representative of the Lodges. Hopefully the efforts will be
directed towards individual Lodge events.
All in all a good District meeting...
Good food and good fellowship enjoyed by all...
see you next year???

East.
Symbol of light and knowledge.
The symbolism must originally have come from the rising of the sun in the East, putting to
flight the darkness.
Masonically, the East is the seat of the Master of a lodge, the Grand Master of a Grand Lodge,
from whom, at least in theory, proceeds all Masonic knowledge. Brethren "approach the East
in search of light." This is Masonic language for approaching the source in search of knowledge. Conversely, the West is a place where darkness begins (with the setting sun) and in
other symbolism (not Masonic) has been identified with death. "To go West" is a common expression, especially among soldiers, for death.
The tabernacle in the wilderness was placed due East and West. Some scholars believe that
the earliest civilizations were in what we denominate the "Far East" so that the East as a
place of knowledge has historical truth.
thanks to the MSA
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You are invited to join
the Brethren of Kenilworth #29 at their

74th Annual Moose Supper
Tuesday December 6th
Freemason Hall
4811 - 58 Street, Red Deer, AB
Social - 5:30 pm
Supper - 6:30 pm
Lodge Tyles - 7:30 pm
Tickets $15.00 - Cash Bar
For tickets and information
please contact:
Bro. Will Gross, J.W.
ti2wgo@hotmail.com
403-588-6275
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Bro Mark Honert proudly presents
Bro Tony Braun with a going away
cake and an Anniversary Cake to the
Braithwaite’s while enjoying the Annual Beacon #190 Z00 Cruise on
Sylvan Lake. Bro Braithwaite is a
charter member of Beacon #190.

Bro Mark Honert and W Bro. Jordan Sinclair welcome Bro Joe
Sarker with the Knife and Fork Degree presented at the festive board
after the September meeting of
Beacon #190.
We trust Bro Sarker will enjoy his
duties with his new tools of the
trade...

Bro Honert took the Knife and Fork
Degree on the road to Kenilworth #29
where, along with W Bro. Bill Douglas, the newest member of Kenilworth, Bro Jason Chinnery was initiated into very serious and prestigious
degree.
Welcome aboard Bro. Chinnery
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In June 2011, Kenilworth #29 hosted a Joint Installation of Officers. Shown above W.
Bro. Bill Douglas, WM of Kenilworth #29 and W Bro. Jordan Sinclair of Beacon #190
prepare to assume their duties for the 2011/2012 Masonic Year—Good Luck Brethren….

October 2012, the District Deputy Grand Master makes his Official Visit to Lochearn #151 in Rocky Mountain

House. Joining him on the visit is RW Bro. Brent Chalmers (Eureka #10), DDGM RW Bro. Grant Dixon,
WM Bro Ron Vickers, VW Bro. Murdock (Dick) Cameron –DDGM elect (Britannia #18) and Bro. George
Streeter (Britannia #18)
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Beacon #1909 is proud to welcome three new Brethren to Masonry
(L-R) W Bro. Robert Cantwell IPM, Bro Chris Morris, Bro. Lyle Misner, Bro. Jul Bissell,
W Bro. Curtis Bouteiller WM, Bro. Jeff Hood (looking splendid in his dress uniform)

The G-MOB join with RW
Bro. Vern Osbaldesten and his
wife Helga to celebrate Vern’s
91st Birthday. Bro. Vern
served any years as the Secretary of Beacon #190 and we
are proud to have him as one
of our Sr. members
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The Brethren of Lochearn #151
proudly pose with their new signs that
greets visitors to Rocky Mountain
House on Highway #11. (I think these
signs were put up last fall—I lost the
pictures). Shown left to right Bro. Don
Hamilton, W Bro. Al Train (Deceased
Dec 2010), RW Bro. Mel Tesomer, W
Bro. Marc Spencer.

How do you promote your Lodge?
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Dave’s back yard

Wow! Dave even cleaned up his
garage...

Watch your fingers Dave...
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DIFFERENT KINDS OF MASONS
Old Tyler Talks
by Carl Claudy
Editor: for those Masons not familiar with Claudy: You should be. For those familiar:
here‟s another wonderful story.
Carl Claudy was a prominent Freemason in the middle 20 th century. He‟s now famous for the three little blue books on the three degrees (that are in stock at Grand lodge in Boston), Masonic plays (like „A Rose on the Altar‟, and most famous for his collections of talks such as
„The Old Tiler‟. You‟ll note as you read this story that it was written a while ago (references to streetcar fare, for example), but his message rings true today.
"I'm almost through!" The New Brother displayed a sheaf of membership cards to the Old Tiler. "Soon I will
have joined them all and become every kind of Mason there is."
"What do you know about the kinds of Masons there are?" asked the Old Tiler, interested. "You have not been
a Master Mason long enough to gain all that knowledge!"
"That's not hard to gain with all the brethren poking petitions at you. There are Scottish Rite Masons and
York Rite Masons and Templar Masons and Chapter Masons and Council Masons, and…"
"Oh!" The Old Tiler said, "I didn't understand. I thought you couldn't have learned yet."
"Learned what? Are there some more kinds of Masons?"
"Indeed, yes! Answered the Old Tiler. "A great many kinds. But, seven you haven't mentioned stand out more
prominently than others."
"Do tell me! I thought I had joined most of them..."
"You don't join these. You become one, or are made one, or grow into one of them. For instance, there is the
"King Solomon Mason." He thinks that everything that Solomon did as a Mason is right and everything he
didn't do is wrong. To him, Masonry was conceived, born and grew up in the shadow of King Solomon and
every word of the legend is literally true, much like the man who refuses to believe the earth is round, because
a verse in the Bible refers to the 'four corners of the earth!' The King Solomon Mason lives his Masonry according to his light; perhaps it's not his fault it is so dim.
"To the "Ritual Mason," the importance of Masonry is the form of its words. A good Mason
in his belief is one who can repeat a lecture from end to end without a slip. A man may do battle, murder, or
cause sudden death, commit arson or run away with a neighbor's wife; but if he knows his ritual letter perfect,
it 'was all a mistake!' The man who doesn't know his ritual letter perfect is not, in this man's eyes, a good Mason; not though he give to charity with both hands and carry love for his fellowman in both head and heart.
"The "Practical Mason" looks at life from a utilitarian standpoint. He prefers electricity to candles for the
Lesser Lights because they are simpler and prefers candles to electricity because they are cheaper. He thinks a
choir is impractical because it produces nothing permanent and would rather spend the money for printed matter or a new carpet. He is at his best when raising money for a new temple and at his worst when asked to express himself upon the spirit of Masonry. His hand is in his pocket for charity, but never for entertainment. He
(Continued on page 12)
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is usually on the finance committee and recommends a budget in which rent and heat and light are bigger than
relief.
"The "Heart Mason" is the opposite. He is full of impractical schemes. He wants to start a new temple which
will never be built. He talks much of the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man, but is absent when
the hat is passed and the committee on funds needs a few workers to go out and gather in. The heart Mason is
the lodge sob-sister; he usually seconds any motion to spend any amount of money for flowers or to send a
brother away for his health and always makes a little tear-filled speech about the fatherless loved ones, even if
the dear departed died a bachelor.
The "Business Mason" belongs because he thinks it helps his job. He usually sits next to the solid business
man in lodge and likes to tell people what he does. If he is a Past Master, he never comes to lodge on time, so
that he can get a special welcome at the Altar. His favorite speech is about the man who tried to advertise his
business in lodge and how evil this was; in the speech he always mentions his own business. He wears an extra large sized pin and prints squares and compasses on his letterheads.
"We dominate another kind by the expressive term of "Belly Mason." He is most faithful in attendance at
lodges where there may be a feed. He will cheerfully spend twenty cents car fare and a long evening to get a
fifteen cent sandwich. If there is to be a sit-down meal he will sit up all night to be on time. If the affair is in
another lodge and needs tickets, he will take time off from his job to hunt a brother who has a ticket and doesn't want it. He usually manages to cross the lodge room while the cigars are passed so he can dig into the box
twice. If the crowd is small, he is the last man to get a smoke, so he can take all that are left. If the crowd is
large, he is among the first, to make sure he doesn't get left.
"And then there is the "Regular Mason," the fellow who does his best with the time and brains he has. He is
the great bulk of the fraternity. He pays the dues and fills the chairs and does the work. He is seldom a fine
ritualist, but he is usually an earnest one. He is not very practical and would spend more than we have if it
wasn't that he is too sentimental to permit the charity fund to be robbed. He passes the sandwiches and coffee,
and if there is any left, he gets his; but he doesn't care so long as the evening is a success. He isn't a student,
but something in the heart of Masonry has reached deep into his heart, and so he comes to lodge and does his
best. He is not learned, but he is not stupid. He is not hidebound and yet he is conservative. He loves his lodge,
but not so much he cannot see her faults. He is most of us.
"And what class of Mason am I?" asked the New Brother, uneasily looking at his sheaf of membership cards.
"You have cards enough to be considered a Mason for almost any reason," answered the Old Tiler. "But I'll
take your word for it. What kind of Mason are you?"
"I don't know for sure, but I know what kind I am never going to be!" answered the new
Brother, putting his many cards away.
Are you going to Lodge tonight?
Brother, I, too own a television set,
but that does not keep me home on Lodge night.
I have never yet had one of the characters on television come off the screen and shake my hand.
They have never offered me the warm friendship that my Lodge Brothers do. They have never
handed me a cup of coffee or a doughnut. NO! NEVER! - Author Unknown
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An old prospector shuffled into Rocky Mountain House, leading an old tired mule. The
old man headed straight for the Legion, to clear his parched throat. He walked up to the door
and tied his old mule to the hitch rail. As he stood there, brushing some of the dust from his
face and clothes, a young gunslinger stepped out of the saloon with a gun in one hand and a
bottle of whiskey in the other.
The young gunslinger looked at the old man and laughed, saying, ―Hey old man, have you
ever danced?‖
The old man looked up at the gunslinger and said, ―No, I never did dance… never really
wanted to.‖
A crowd had gathered as the gunslinger grinned and said, ―Well, you old fool, you’re gonna’
dance now,‖ and started shooting at the old man’s feet.
The old prospector, not wanting to get a toe blown off, started hopping around like a flea on a
hot skillet. Everybody was laughing, fit to be tied.
When his last bullet had been fired, the young gunslinger, still laughing, holstered his gun and
turned around to go back into the saloon.
The old man turned to his pack mule, pulled out a double-barrelled shotgun, and cocked both
hammers.
The loud clicks carried clearly through the desert air. The crowd stopped laughing immediately. The young gunslinger heard the sounds too, and he turned around very slowly. The silence was almost deafening.
The crowd watched as the young gunman stared at the old timer and the large gaping holes of
those twin barrels. The shotgun never wavered in the old man’s hands, as he quietly said,
―Son, have you ever kissed a mule’s ass?‖
The gunslinger swallowed hard and said, ―No sir….. But… I’ve always wanted to.‖
There are a few lessons for us all here:
1. Never be arrogant.
2. Don’t waste ammunition.
3. Whiskey makes you think you’re smarter than you are.
4. Always, always make sure you know who has the power.

Don’t mess with old men; they didn’t get old by being stupid.
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The following came from a Brother in Michigan and is something that everyone should
read. Its meaning is substantial and meaningful - worthy of our consideration.

Why Masonic Funeral Service?
There are few occasions when Freemasons may perform their public ceremonies, e.g.,
cornerstone laying, open installation of officers, the periodic public educational program, and so on. By far, the most common is our Masonic Funeral Service. It is at this
time that most non-Masons are introduced to Freemasonry -- perhaps, for the very first
time. It is at and during that somber service that most people present will form their
opinion and perception of our Fraternity. Not being members of our Ancient Craft,
and generally knowing very little about Freemasonry, they are often very curious as to
who we are, what we stand for, and what is it that we believe in as an organization.
Conducting Masonic Funeral Services is as old as the Fraternity itself. In the days of
Operative Masonry, stonemasons buried their own with great solemnity and reverence. The deceased Brother was a man they had worked with side-by-side for years -perhaps, even their entire lives. They extolled his virtues and the contributions he had
made to the Craft's work. They spoke of the Eternal Life after death, and the need to
perform "good work" toward all humanity throughout the course of a man's life. The
entire guild and all of their families turned out in force to mourn their Brother's passing, and to express their sympathies to the Brother's family. This tradition has been
carried forward for centuries to our present day Speculative Masonry.
The first thing any non-Mason will observe is the size of the turnout. If it is small,
they may conclude that his Lodge did not hold the deceased Brother in very high esteem. Or, even worse, that Freemasons are much too busy with their own private lives
and interests to practice the tenets of Charity and Brotherly Love of which we so
loudly boast. In other words, they may conclude that we do not practice what we
preach. If the turnout is large, the non-Mason is likely to come away with a very different impression of both the Fraternity and the deceased Brother.
Always remember that a Masonic Funeral Service is the final tribute we can pay to our
fallen Brother. That is the appropriate time to thank the Brother's family for allowing
him to share his time on Earth with our Fraternity. No, you may not have known the
Brother personally, but if he was a member of your Lodge, he certainly deserves your
presence at his funeral service. If he was a Brother, then he is entitled to all of the
"lights, rights and benefits" of being a Freemason -- and that certainly includes a wellattended Masonic Funeral Service. Attending these services are, in many ways, just as
important as attending Lodge meetings -- perhaps, even more so, because, as we can
do nothing more for our Brother, the Funeral Service is really for the benefit of the deceased Brother's family and friends, and it exhibits our genuine care and concern for
(Continued on page 15)
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one of our own.
For those that may have forgotten, the Masonic Funeral Service is one of the most
beautiful pieces of literature ever written. Simple, honest, and straight-forward, it offers each of us an opportunity to reflect upon our own mortality, and to reaffirm our
individual faith in the Supreme Grand Master of Heaven and Earth. It draws forth its
inspiration and words of comfort not only from our Volume of Sacred Law, but also
from many of the world's greatest literary geniuses. No one can listen to our service
and not be impacted by the gentle, yet powerful, words that touch the heart of every
person present -- both Mason and non-Mason alike.
Consider the sobering passage from our Masonic Funeral Service: "One by one they
pass away, the Brothers of our adoption, the Companions of our choice. A Brother
whose hand we have clasped in the bonds of Fraternal Fellowship is now passing
from our sight, and we know that we shall meet him on Earth no more."
One day, and we know not when, each one of us will be that Brother who has passed
from sight. One day, each one of us will have ended our journey in this life. As your
then cold and lifeless body is commended to the grave eternal, will you want your
Masonic Brethren to be present and among those that mourn you, and to offer comfort
and consolation to your loved ones?
As stated in our funeral service, you can do nothing more of a material nature for the
departed Brother. Nevertheless, you can cherish his memory, and offer the tribute of
respect and love to the late Brother's memory. Of even greater importance, you can be
there to extend our fraternal sympathy to our Brother's deeply afflicted and sorrowing
family in their bereavement. We must tell his loved ones, and demonstrate it by our
physical presence, that our promises to be true to them are not hollow or empty words.
We owe our Brother something, and this may be the very last opportunity we will ever
have to repay that debt.
Brethren, if you receive a call from your Lodge or see a Masonic Funeral Notice in
your local newspaper, take the 20 or 30 minutes out of your busy lives to make this final act of respect and tribute. No, you may not have personally known the Brother, but
he was your Brother and that alone is enough to justify making the effort to attend
and to demonstrate to the world that we Freemasons do, in fact, sincerely care about
each other -- both in life and in death.
Each of us will one day cross death's threshold. After spending years in the Masonic
Fraternity, how would you feel if most of your Lodge Brothers were too occupied with
their own self-interests to attend your Masonic Funeral Service? How will your loved
(Continued on page 16)
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ones feel about the organization you belonged to for so many years cannot even muster more than a small handful of members to stand around your casket?
This is one obligation and commitment that each of us should earnestly strive to fulfill even if we cannot always attend Lodge meetings. Let us demonstrate before the
world that we are men who practice Brotherly Love -- all the way to the grave's edge.

Is my Lodge prepared to host a Masonic Funeral Service?
Am I prepared to attend a Masonic Funeral?
Detroit Masonic Temple
...Said to be the largest Masonic Temple in the world...

Visit the links below to learn more and to take a picture tour of the facility:

http://www.detroitmasonic.com/pictures.htm
Home Page:

http://www.detroitmasonic.com/
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UK: Archbishop allows freemason to be bishop
By Jonathan Wynne-Jones, Religious Affairs Correspondent
The Telegraph, London, 14 May 2011

The Archbishop of Canterbury is at the centre of a row after it emerged he had appointed a Freemason to be a bishop. Dr Rowan Williams named the Rev Jonathan
Baker as the next Bishop of Ebbsfleet despite knowing he was an active and senior
mason.
The appointment, announced earlier this month, marked a significant U-turn by Dr
Williams who had previously said that Freemasonry was “incompatible” with Christianity and had refused to promote Masons to senior posts. Last week, as news of Fr
Baker‟s membership of the Masons began to circulate through the Church, it provoked growing concern and criticism from clergy and members of the General Synod.
When contacted by The Sunday Telegraph on Friday,
Fr Baker defended his continued membership of the Masons and insisted it was compatible with his new role as a bishop. Yet yesterday he said he had changed his mind
was leaving the masons so he could concentrate on being a bishop, adding: “I wish
nothing to distract from the inauguration of that ministry.”
Freemasonry, a secretive male-only organisation dating back 300 years, requires its
members to declare a belief in a “supreme being” and to undergo elaborate rituals.
Fr Baker joined the Apollo University Masonic lodge in Oxford while he was a student,
in an initiation ceremony that involves promising to keep the “secrets of Freemasonry”. This ritual is said to involve members being blindfolded, wearing a hangman‟s
noose, and being warned that those who break the oaths of allegiance will have their
throat slit and their tongue torn out before being buried in the sand. He remained a
member of the lodge for more than 20 years until his resignation yesterday, rising in
the organisation to serve a term as an assistant Grand Chaplain. Fr Baker, who is
currently principal at Pusey House in Oxford, said he had told Archbishop Williams
he was a mason when they discussed his
appointment to be the next Bishop of
Ebbsfleet – one of the “flying bishops” who
oversee clergy opposed to women priests.
The post had fallen vacant when its previous holder quit to join the Roman Catholic
Church.
(Continued on page 18)
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He said on Friday: “For many years I have been an active member and I continue to
be a member. This came up in discussion with Rowan, but it has not caused a problem for me at any stage of my ministry and it won‟t cause a problem now.” He argued
that it would not interfere with his role of overseeing traditionalist parishes and said he
saw no conflict in being a bishop and a Freemason. “I‟ve never found it to be anything
other than an organisation that is wholly supportive of the Church.”
However, yesterday he said: “I have concluded that, because of the particular charism
of episcopal ministry and the burden that ministry bears, I am resigning my membership of Freemasonry.” He said that in his conversation with Dr Williams about taking
up the Ebbsfleet post, the Archbishop had asked him to reconsider his membership of
Freemasonry, but was happy for the appointment to go forward while he was still a
Mason.
Yet Dr Williams has previously expressed serious concerns about clergy being involved with the organisation. In 2002, shortly before he became the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Dr Williams wrote in a letter to Hugh Sinclair, of the Movement for the
Register of Freemasons: “I have real misgivings about the compatibility of Masonry
and Christian profession ... I have resisted the appointment of known Masons to certain senior posts.”
A year later he repeated this unease when he tried to apologise for upsetting Freemasons with his comments, saying: “Where anxieties exist they are in relation not to
Freemasonry but to Christian ministers subscribing to what could be and often is understood [or misunderstood] as a private system of profession and initiation, involving
the taking of oaths of loyalty.”
His senior advisers went even further at the time. “He questions whether it‟s appropriate for Christian ministers to belong to secret organisations,” said The Rev Gregory
Cameron, a close friend and former chaplain to Dr Williams. “He also has some anxiety about the spiritual content of Masonry.”
A spokesman for Dr Williams said at the time that he was “worried about the ritual elements in Freemasonry, which some have seen as possibly Satanically inspired and
how that sits uneasily with Christian belief”. He continued: “The other idea is that because they are a society, there could be a network that involves mutual backscratching, which is something he would be greatly opposed to.”
Last night, Christina Rees, a member of the Archbishops‟ Council, said: “The fact that
Jonathan Baker has resigned as a Freemason suggests to me there is a serious in(Continued on page 19)
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compatibility between the organisation and the Church. If it was only a matter of perception, surely he could have stuck it out.” Her comments were echoed by Alison
Ruoff, a prominent member on the General Synod, who said she had been stunned to
learn of Fr Baker‟s involvement with the Masons. “I‟m pleased to hear he‟s resigned
as a Mason because it is clear that the gospel does not go with masonic beliefs,” she
said. “I think Rowan should have said he could not be a bishop if he continued to be
a Mason.”
The Rev David Phillips, general secretary of the Church Society, a conservative evangelical group, said: “The Church has said that Freemasonry is not compatible with
Christianity so appointing him as a bishop seems to contradict its own stance.”
Lambeth Palace declined to comment.
Once a Mason Always a Mason—He is now a Demitted Mason???

Broken Column. Symbol of untimely death. A comparatively modern symbol in Masonry, believed to have been introduced into the American Masonic rites by Jeremy L. Cross, famous
lecturer of the early eighteen hundreds. Historians are not satisfied that he is responsible for
the whole symbol —Time , the Beautiful Virgin; the Urn, the Book, the Sprig of Acacia—but are
generally agreed that the probabilities are that Cross did introduce the Broken Column. There
is some evidence that it was first engraved by Amos Doolittle, who made all the engravings
for the first "True Masonic Chart" produced by Cross.
A broken column is a very old symbol; it goes back to ancient Egypt as do other parts of the
Masonic Monument symbol, as almost universally used.
thanks to the MSA
In our jurisdiction a Broken Column pin is often given to the widow of a deceased Mason
Due Guard. A symbol of obligation; a reminder by him who uses it to all who see him do so
that he remembers his promise. Masonic authorities are not in complete agreement as to the
derivation of the words, although they unite as to what the words signify. Mackey thinks the
words mean "to duly guard against". Lesser authorities are convinced the phrase has a French
derivation coming from "Dieu garde, —God guard" (me or you). Universally used as a salute to
the Master before the Altar and to the Wardens during the conferring of a degree.
In the Canadian Rite it is only used when proving up in the actual degrees
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Jewish Chronicle - Unlikely Freemason - Simon Rocker, 2 June 2011. A Greek Orthodox Palestinian Arab freemason has
been installed in Tel Aviv as the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Israel. According to the British magazine 'Freemasonry
Today', Haifa-born Nadim Mansour will be in the position until 2013. The Grand Lodge of Israel has about 1,299 freemason
members in 56 lodges, working in 10 languages and has members of five different religions.

The seal of the Grand Lodge of the State of
Israel of Ancient, Free & Accepted Masons
contains the Hebrew Star of David, the Muslim
crescent, and the Christian cross, along with
the square and compasses of Freemasonry. In
the Masonic lodges of Israel , men of all faiths
regularly put aside their differences and seek
to meet each other on the level as true brethren. The Grand
Lodge of Israel has approximately 1,200 members of at least five
major religions who meet in 56 lodges, working in ten languages.
On 25 January 2011 Most W:.B:. Nadim Mansour was installed
as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Israel 2011-2013. He is
a Greek Orthodox Palestinian Arab, who was born in Haifa, and
moved to Acre at the age of 5. He was initiated as a Lewis in
1971 into Lodge Akko, a lodge of which his father was a founding member. In 1980, he was elected Master of his lodge. He is
also a 33rd degree Mason in the Ancient & Accepted Rite, where
he is Grand Orator of the Supreme Council, State of Israel.

http://www.freemasonry.org.il/

Contemporary Freemasonry in the Holy Land – Israel
Modified and communicated by Dr. Daniel Farhey, Jacob Caspi Lodge, Haifa, Israel (1995)

The first National Grand Lodge in Israel was constituted on 1933, even before the creation of the
State, and brought together all the Lodges that had been working under Egyptian or French jurisdictions. The English-speaking lodges, however, refused to join and continued working separately.
Lack of recognition by the United Grand Lodge of England resulted in almost complete international
isolation. There was need for the creation of a Grand Lodge that would achieve "unity" and recognition abroad. This ideal was realized in 1953 when, in an impressive ceremony conducted in Jerusalem by Brother the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Scotland,
the Grand Lodge of the State of Israel was consecrated and Shabetay Levy (Mayor of Haifa) was
installed as its first Grand Master.
Jacob Caspi was one of the founders of the "united" Grand Lodge. He also founded the "Caspi" international navigation company in Haifa. "Jacob Caspi Lodge" of Haifa is one of the most active and
popular lodges in Israel. "Mount Carmel Lodge" of Haifa works in English. The Masonic Temple of
Haifa is located on Mount Carmel, 119 Hanassi Blvd.
From 30 Lodges at its foundation, the number of Lodges working under the Grand Lodge of the
State of Israel has grown during the years, reaching some 70 active lodges at this time. The last to
be consecrated, in 1993, was the French-speaking "France" Lodge of Jerusalem, in the presence of
the Grand Master of the (regular) French National Grand Lodge.
(Continued on page 21)
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The historic origins of Freemasonry in the Holy Land date from the 13th of May, 1868 (the first recorded Masonic ceremony in Israel), when Dr. Robert Morris, Past Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Kentucky (a lawyer and educator from Boston, Massachusetts, and the founder of the Order of the Eastern Star in the US.), directed a Secret Monitor Ceremony in the Cave of Zedekiah,
popularly known as King Solomon's Quarries, deep under the walls of the old city of Jerusalem.
Morris worked unceasingly to erect the first regular Masonic Lodge in the Holy Land, and in 1873 he
finally succeeded in obtaining a charter from the Grand Lodge of Canada (Ontario) for the "Royal
Solomon Mother Lodge" #293, working "at the city of Jerusalem or adjacent places".
This was the first regular Lodge in Israel. Most of its founding members were American settlers living in Jaffa, belonging to a Christian sect called the Church of the Messiah. In 1866, they had left
Jonesport, Maine, for the Holy Land, with the avowed intention of founding an agricultural settlement. Robert Morris was supposed to be the lodge's first Master, but it appears that he could not
arrive, and Rolla Floyd, one of the leaders of the American group took his place. The lodge had a
difficult existence and after a few years stopped reporting to the Grand Lodge of Canada. It was finally erased in 1907.
The next Masonic lodge to be formed in Israel was officially established in Jaffa. Around 1890, a
group of Arab and Jewish Brethren petitioned the Misraim (Egypt) Rite, based in Paris, but active at
the time in Egypt, and founded the Lodge "Le Port du Temple de Roi Salomon" (The Port of King
Solomon's Temple), working in French. Not long after its creation, the Lodge received a large influx
of affiliate members, French engineers who had come to build the Jaffa-Jerusalem railway, the first
in Palestine. The arrival of the French engineers led some writers to conclude that they founded the
Jaffa Lodge, though this was not the case.
In 1906, realizing that the Misraim Rite was unrecognized by most Grand Lodges of the world, the
Jaffa brethren decided to change the lodge's affiliation to the Grand Orient of France, which was
very active throughout the Middle East. They adopted a new name, Barkai (Dawn), and eventually
become integrated into the Grand Lodge of the State of Israel. Lodge Barkai is the oldest in the
country still in existence and, although it now works in Hebrew, rather than French, it preserves
many features of the French rituals.
Three other Lodges were constituted before World War I, when the country became a British Mandate. Under British rule, a number of Lodges were chartered by the Grand Lodges of Egypt, Scotland and England, and the Grand Orient of France. Some of these Lodges are still in existence to
this day.
Five German-speaking lodges were founded in 1931 by the Grand Master of the Symbolic Grand
Lodge of Germany, Otto Mueffelmann. He realized that the rise of Hitler in Germany sounded the
death knell for Freemasonry in his country. With the help of German Brethren who had emigrated to
Israel to escape the racial laws of the Nazis, he founded lodges in the three main cities: Jerusalem,
Tel-Aviv, and Haifa. Soon after, Freemasonry was indeed banned in Germany, the Grand Lodges
disbanded, and many Brethren met their fate in the concentration camps. German-speaking lodges
in Israel (and also in Chile) kept alive the flame of German
Freemasonry during those dark years and, after the end of the war, were instrumental in restoring
regular Freemasonry to Germany. Today, Freimaurer-Loge "Mueffelmann Zur Treue" of Tel-Aviv
works in German.
(Continued on page 22)
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Most Israeli lodges work in Hebrew and the vast majority of their members is Jewish, although there
are no statistical numbers on the religious affiliation of Israeli Masons, because no such question is
ever asked of a candidate. Arabic-speaking Brethren, whether Christian, Muslim, or Druse (and
even Jews originally from Arab countries) work in five lodges, in Acre, Haifa, Nazareth, and Jerusalem. An Arab lawyer, Jamil Shalhoub, was elected Grand Master for 1981 and reelected the following year.
Israel is a country of immigrants. The cosmopolitan origin of its population is reflected in the large
number of lodges operating in foreign languages. Apart from Israel's two official languages (Hebrew
and Arabic), there are lodges working in six other languages: English, French, Spanish, German,
Rumanian, and Turkish. These lodges differ not only in language, but also in their rituals. Hebrew
and Arabic-speaking lodges generally work according to standard rituals approved by the Grand
Lodge, based on the English rituals. Foreign language lodges generally use the rituals habitual in
their countries of origin. "Lodge Raanana," for instance which was founded by immigrants from
South-Africa and Rhodesia, uses the Netherlands ritual. Spanish speaking lodges use the Scottish
Rite ritual, widely used in Latin America and Spain.
Freemasonry is one of the few institutions that actively promotes better understanding between the
different ethnic and cultural segments of Israel society, particularly between Jewish and Arab Brethren, and also assists in the social integration of immigrants.
Three Volumes of the Sacred Law are opened side by side upon the altar in every lodge in Israel:
the Hebrew Bible (TaNaCH), The Christian Bible, and The Koran. The official seal
of the Grand Lodge encloses the symbols of the three great monotheistic religions:
The Jewish Star of David, Christian Cross, and Muslim Crescent, all interwined
within the square and compasses. Frequently, joint meetings are held between
lodges, so that sometimes three or more different languages are heard in the
course of a single meeting.
Individual lodges and Grand Lodge itself perform numerous charitable activities,
including donations of expensive medical equipment to hospitals, help to the blind
and elderly, and food for the needy. The Order maintains a parents' home in Nahariya, a town near
the Lebanese border.
Grand Lodge meets in Tel-aviv, but there
are Masonic Temples in all important cities,
from Nahariya in the north to Eilat, Israel's
southern port on the Red Sea. In Acre, the
Masonic Temple is located in the Old City,
in a building with the characteristic arches
and vaults of medieval construction.
In Jerusalem, the "Freemasons Hall" inside King Solomon's Quarries (or Cave of
King Zedekiah) are used several times a
year to conduct Masonic meetings, generally in the Mark Degree, usually conducted
(Continued on page 23)
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in English and attended by numerous Brethren from abroad. The underground quarry could explain
what is written in the Bible, that no sound of metallic tools was heard at the building site of the Temple. If the stones were dressed underground, no noise would have reached the Temple site.
Jerusalem, the city of King David, who, in the 10th century BC, unified the Holy Land under his rule
and established Jerusalem as his capital. His son King Solomon built a Temple to the God of Israel
which became the archetypical Temple in Western thought and a central subject in Masonic tradition. King Solomon's Temple already appears in the Old Charges of Operative Masons used by medieval lodges and many legendary and ritual features of various Masonic degrees are related to its
construction and architecture.
For both Christians and Jews, Jerusalem is the focal point of the world, the place where heaven and
earth touch each other (Heavenly and Earthly Jerusalem). In the middle ages, some maps show Jerusalem as the center of the world, with Europe, Asia, and Africa radiating from it like the petals of a
flower. Jerusalem is mentioned in the Old Testament no less than 656 times, in addition to other appellations such as "The Holy City", "The City of Truth", "The City of God", "The City of Peace", "The
City of David", etc.
In 586 BC, King Solomon's Temple was razed by Nebuchadnezzar. A second Temple was erected
by Jews returning from the Babylonian exile in the 5th century BC, and was rebuilt and greatly
enlarged by King Herod. The Western Wall (formerly known as the "Wailing Wall") is a striking remnant of the Herodian Temple. After the reunification of Jerusalem in 1967, the whole area has been
opened up and now a large section of the wall has been exposed, part of which can be followed
through underground passages. Some of the huge Herodian ashlars are among the largest construction stones in the world.
The newly-opened Museum of the History of Jerusalem, at King David's Tower, near the Old City's
Jaffa Gate, gives a fascinating account of the city's 3000-year history. Other places in Israel with
strong Masonic connections, such as Jaffa (Joppa) and Acre (Templars), are within driving distance
of Jerusalem.
There are eight Lodges working in Jerusalem, all of them under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge.
Most work in Hebrew, "Holy City Lodge" works in English. The Masonic Temple is located at 13 Ezrat Israel Street, off the main thoroughfare of the New City, Jaffa Road. Other attractions in Jerusalem include the Israel Museum, where the original Dead Sea Scrolls are in exhibition, among many
fascinating archeological discoveries, some of them thousands of years old. The world-famous Yad
Vashem memorial perpetuates the memory of the victims of the Holocaust. The recently-opened Bible Lands Museum explores the history, art, and architecture of the Holy Land throughout the ages.
In 1993, the Grand Lodge of the State of Israel celebrated its 40th anniversary. It maintains close
fraternal ties with regular Grand Lodges throughout the world. Frequent visits by delegations and
individual Brethren from abroad give testimony to the universality of our Order.
Despite its small size, the Grand Lodge of the State of Israel can be proud of having been able to
foster and develop a true fraternal spirit within its Lodges even under the most trying external circumstances. We must endeavor to bring our message of enlightenment, toleration, and fraternal
love to all, so helping to build a better world for our children.

http://web.mit.edu/dryfoo/Masons/Reports/israel.html
Reproduced from ―The Rural Newsletter‖ , Rural
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Golf Poem
In My Hand I Hold A Ball,
White And Dimpled, Rather Small.
Oh, How Bland It Does Appear,
This Harmless Looking Little Sphere.
By Its Size I Could Not Guess,
The Awesome Strength It Does Possess.
But Since I Fell Beneath Its Spell,
I've Wandered Through The Fires Of Hell.
My Life Has Not Been Quite The Same,
Since I Chose To Play This Stupid Game.
It Rules My Mind For Hours On End,
A Fortune It Has Made Me Spend.
It Has Made Me Yell, Curse And Cry.
I Hate Myself And Want To Die.
It Promises A Thing Called Par,
If I Can Hit It straight And Far..
To Master Such A Tiny Ball,
Should Not Be Very Hard At All..

And Even Disappears Before My Eyes.
Often It Will Have A Whim,
To Hit A Tree Or Take A Swim.
With Miles Of Grass On Which To Land,
It Finds A Tiny Patch Of Sand.
Then Has Me Offering Up My Soul,
If Only It Would Find The Hole.
It's Made Me Whimper Like A Pup,
And Swear That I Will Give It Up..
And Take To Drink To Ease My Sorrow,
But The Ball Knows .... I'll Be Back Tomorrow.
......
A recent study found the average golfer
walks about 900 miles a year.
Another study found golfers drink, on average, 22 gallons of alcohol a Year.
That means, on average, golfers get about 41
miles to the gallon.
Kind of makes you proud. Almost feel like a
hybrid..

But My Desires The Ball Refuses,
And Does Exactly As It Chooses.
It Hooks And Slices, Dribbles And Dies,
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

October 2011

page 24

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

October 2011

page 25

This information may be freely given to Masons, however the following recognition is requested. The information contained in this
educational paper was written by, V.W. Bro. Norman B. Spencer of New Zealand in 1947. It has been edited by Wor. Bro. Barry D.
Thom P.M. Lodge McLeod #27, Grand Lodge of Newfoundland and Labrador (July, 2011)

WHO WROTE OUR RITUAL?
The answer of course is that no one person wrote it, but that it slowly evolved over the years
from the Charges of the Operative Masons along with a Catechism. The Catechism was a set
of questions and answers pertaining to Masonry. Today we still see parts of this when the Candidate is being examined prior to the 2nd and 3rd degree.
The year 1717 saw Speculative and Operative masonry come together to form the first Grand
Lodge. They adopted and adapted the existing procedure as mentioned above. At that time
some say there was only one degree with the Fellowcraft degree being formed in 1720 followed by the Master Mason’s degree in 1723. It is agreed that from the separation of the onedegree system, that the 2nd and 3rd degrees were formed. Masonry then was very secretive
and very little was written down.
While much detail of the early ritual has been found in the old manuscripts, the bulk of information has been derived from the numerous exposures printed between the years 1730 and
1800. The first and most famous of these was published in 1730, by Samuel Prichard and
called ―Masonry Dissected‖. This was absolute proof that the three degrees were firmly established at that time, although the same obligation was still being used in the first two degrees. At this point in time the ritual still mainly consisted of questions and answers, obviously
modeled on the earlier Catechisms. They are very similar in nature to the questions and answers that we use today in the opening and closing ceremonies of the three degrees.
The general wording and structure of the English ritual was achieved when the two English
Grand Lodges came together in 1813 to form the United Grand Lodge of England. A Lodge of
Reconciliation was set up for the purpose of having one ritual agreed upon by both
groups. This was done and in 1816 the Emulation ritual resulted. Although there are a number
of different English rituals in existence today, they differ very little from each other.
So from 1730 onwards it seems that more records were kept thus making research somewhat
easier. It is obvious that the custom of giving charges and addresses during the Ceremony is a
very old one. There was no attempt at uniformity, as there is now. Consequently between the
years 1730 and 1813 there were quite a number of books published containing various addresses and prayers for use in Lodge Ceremonies. Each individual Master would be at liberty
to use whichever addresses or charges he pleased. The most popular of these were published
in books called the Pocket Companions. They were very popular between the years 1735 and
1800. These Pocket Companions contained the essential parts of the Book of Constitutions, as
well as Masonic Songs and various bits of information concerning the craft, lists of Lodges
and charges, along with prayers, etc., for use by the Craft. They were small and easily carried
and were largely used by members of the Craft in place of the more cumbersome Book of
Constitution.
As time went on the best of the prayers, addresses and charges naturally gained in popularity
(Continued on page 26)
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and tended to oust the alternative ones. When the Lodge of Reconciliation finally agreed upon
a common ritual in 1816, it was only natural that the best and most popular were adopted and
the others discarded. Some of the discarded ones are still found in other Constitutions such as
the Scottish and American.
Now we will look at who wrote certain parts of our ritual. The ―Charge after Initiation‖ of the
first degree is the oldest of all the charges and addresses in our ritual and has seen the least
change and yet we do not know its author. Ritual written and published in 1772 by William
Preston can be found in his book called "Illustrations". His work is still being used today, it
includes the Charge after being Passed and also the Charge after being Raised. In the 1 st degree, Preston is credited with the three questions which the Candidate is asked immediately
after his entrance into the Lodge as well as the following prayer.
The address in the N.E. Corner, or what we call the Charity Lecture, was taken from the
"Modern's" Grand Lodge ritual and expanded in 1816, by the Lodge of Reconciliation.
The Installation addresses to the Master, Wardens and Brethren appear to be made up of pieces
from various authors, one of which is Brother Calcott. The other authors seem to have been
lost in history. Their writings have been joined together and modernized somewhat, at the
time of the Lodge of Reconciliation.
The Ceremony of Installation ends with the final Charge to the Brethren. It appears that the
first half of this address also comes from the well known mason, William Preston.

Jacob's Ladder.
Symbol of hope, faith and charity in most rituals. The Revised Edition of the Bible reads "love"
in place of "charity" which makes the Masonic ritual of Jacob's ladder more understandable.
That "charity extends beyond the grave through the boundless realms of eternity" seems an
overstatement, if charity is thought of in terms of putting a ten cent piece in a blind beggar's
cup.
But if it is "love" which extends through eternity, the conception is at once beautiful and Masonic, since brotherly love is one of the great teachings of Freemasonry.
The use of a ladder or steps as a symbol of a climb towards perfection in another and better
land is older than the Bible and its adoption in the American Masonic system has the respectability of a venerable antiquity as a symbol.
Thanks to MSA
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Following is a link to an extremely inspirational video about Freemasonry. I challenge you not to be inspired and moved by it.
The video features a classically-trained Canadian actor, Richard Easton,
who is perhaps best known for his bravura performances with the Royal Shakespearean Company.
Between 2005 and 2011, he has appeared as Benjamin Franklin in a series of commercials and videos about Freemasonry, produced for the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts A.F.
& A.M.. This link is to one of those videos – entitled “A Charge to the Fraternity by Benjamin Franklin”. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iiisiJ5wIIw
Are You a Travelling Man?
One of the many phrases used when two Masons meet and are unsure of each other’s membership status, this question refers to a line in the Master Mason degree, ―Whence come you and
whither are you travelling?‖ Other greetings can be, ―I see you’ve travelled some,‖ ―Hello,
Hiram,‖ or ―Are you a Widow’s Son?‖ More obscure is ―How old is your Mother (or Grandmother)? ‖, a question that refers to the number of your Mother Lodge. These exchanges between strangers on a sidewalk often result in baffled looks from your spouse or non-Masonic
friends.

The Master Wardens & Deacons
Association Of Calgary & Area
http://www.mwdcalgary.org/default.html

Remember
YOU are the HEBF
$0.10 per day =
$36.50 per year =
approx. 75 grants per year
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Sir Samuel Benfield
Steele
January 5, 1849 ‑ January 30, 1919
One of the first members of the
North West Mounted Police,
Steele was responsible for defending the construction route of
the Canadian railway.
In 1898 he was sent to the Yukon
to establish border posts on the
White and Chiloot Passes, For
two years he was responsible for
keeping the peace, running the
mails, organizing firefighters and
instituting drainage, sewage and
garbage disposal and maintaining
a pure water supply for Dawson.
Taking a leave of absence from
the NWMP, Steele commanded
the Strathcona's Horse in South
Africa in 1900. From 1901 to
1906 he took charge of the South
African Constabulary, styled after
the NWMP.
During the First World War he
was promoted to major‑general,
commanding Canadian forces in
England.
Initiated: 6 Apr 1874 - Passed: 1
Jun, 1874 - Raised: 6 Jul 1874
Demitted: i9 Jan 1892
Lisgar Lodge No. 2, SeIkirk,
Manitoba
Affiliated: 5 mar 1892
Demitted: date unknown
Alberta Lodge No. 37 at
MacLeod, NWT
Affiliated 26 Jun 1886
Demitted 4 Jul 1889
Battle Lodge No. 38, Battleford,
Assiniboia
Source: Grand Lodge of Manitoba
A.F.A.M. records, copied from Grand
Lodge of British Columbia web site.
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Now for the rest of the story - I do not know who wrote this version of Bro. Steele’s
life, as I found it in a box of papers passed on to me by another Bro. If anyone recognizes the author, please let me know so they can be acknowledged. The story has
been broken down into three parts over the next three Newsletters. Hope enjoy
reading it as much as I did.

The Legendary Sam Steel
Samuel Benfield Steele became a
legend in his own lifetime and one of
the very few Canadians honored with
a parade In New York City. As
Mounted Police officer and soldier, he
made history for 30 incredible Years.
ANY of our history books give the impression that the
Canadian West of a century ago was a drab place, totally lacking in colorful characters and outstanding
events that make up the history of our southern
neighbor. This is nonsense. We, too, had Indian wars,
gold rushes, and buckskin-clad trappers. Furthermore,
we had frontiersmen as brave and bold as Kit Carson
and Davy Crockett - Jerry Potts and Gabriel Dumont to
name only two. True, we did not have blue-clad cavalry,
but we did have a more effective and certainly more respected force - the North West Mounted Police. And
one of the policemen became a western legend in his
own lifetime; in fact, on a visit to New York, he was honored with a parade - something unheard of for a Canadian. This man was Samuel Benfeld Steele.
Sergeant-Major, Chief Inspector, Superintendent - he
was all these and more. He was one of the main organizers; who prepared the newly, formed Mounted Police
for their march into the western plains in 1874, and one
of the few to witness the signing of Treaties Six and
Seven by the Cree and Blackfoot tribes. These treaties
brought peace to the prairies and allowed white settlers
to move in and take up farming.
When the Canadian Pacific Railroad was built across
the prairies and through the mountains to the west
coast, Sam Steele was there, curtailing the illicit liquor
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trade, keeping strikes from getting out of hand, and playing the role of policeman,
magistrate and public relations officer. During the Riel Rebellion Sam formed a band
of scouts to lead General Strange's Army in tracking down Chief Big Bear's rebels and
helped bring the uprising to a quick close. In all, Steele spent more than 20 years on
the prairies, chasing cattle rustlers, horse thieves, whisky traders and renegade
whites and Indians. During this period there was an interlude when he and 75 men
were sent to the East Kootenay district of British Columbia to defuse a potential uprising of Chief Isadore's Shuswap Indians. Then, when the 1898 stampede to the Klondike goldfields burst on the world, who should be sent north in command of the
NWMP in the Yukon? Who else but Colonel Samuel Steele.
Sam was a big man with massive shoulders and chest. "Erect as a pine and quick as
a cat," was the Way his friend George Hope Johnson described him. He was born in
Simcoe County, Ontario, in 1849, the fourth son of Captain Elmes Steele, who had
had an illustrious career in the Royal Navy before emigrating to Canada.
Sam's youth was, in many ways, almost as exciting as his later career. Of it he wrote:
"In those days every man and boy, and many girls and women, could shoot, swim and
find their way through the forests, which were then trackless Wilderness, and all men
and boys could ride well. I had the benefit of all this, and in winter could skate, play
any game, wrestle and box..."
Although his life was saddened at age 11 by the loss of his mother, he nevertheless
acquired a fine education from his father and from "a talented old English gentleman,
Mr. Edwin Slee," whose wife taught him French. Riding-and shooting, two skills which
were later to serve him well, he learned from his half-brother, John, who was the top
marksman of Simcoe County.
For centuries Steele's forefathers had been military people and it was natural for him
to follow in their footsteps. In the mid-1860s, when he was 16, he joined the militia,
hoping to quell the Fenians, the Irish rebels who were raiding Canada from the United
States. As it turned out, Sam did not get into action against the rebels, but his stint
with the militia was the catalyst that decided the direction his career would take.
Sam Steele was not the first man to join when the North West Mounted Police was
formed in 1873. That honor went to the fellow who enlisted me," he often joked. Nor
was coming west with the force a new experience for him. He had already served in
Manitoba with the Ontario Rifles during the first Riel led rebellion in 1870. This tour of
duty, plus previous and subsequent military service, helped when he asked to transfer
to the NWMP. He went with the blessing of his commanding officer and was accepted
with the rank of sergeant-major.
(Continued on page 30)
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Men like Sam Steele and the new force were badly needed for, contrary to what most
of us learned in school, we did have a wild and woolly West. In fact, from the late
1860s until 1874 when the Mounted Police arrived in what is now Alberta, total lawlessness reigned in the southern sector. American whisky traders had established
forts with colorful names like Whoop-Up, Stand-Off and Slide Out, mostly in the southwest corner of the province within a 100-mile radius of modern Lethbridge. From
these forts they impoverished the Indians by selling them rot-gut "firewater" in exchange for buffalo hides, horses and anything else of value. Even the independent
Blackfoot seemed totally incapable of resisting the urge to drink and, when drinking,
completely unable to control themselves. As a result, drunken orgies ended in countless killings, not only of Indian by Indian, but of Indian by white man.
To most of the traders an Indian was a worthless creature, fit only to be exploited. The
trader sat behind the heavy oak door of his fort, dishing out whisky through an ironbarred window. One buffalo hide, worth $15 in Chicago, netted the redman one cupful
of searing booze; a fine pony, a gallon. If the Indian became too obnoxious after being
robbed of his hides and probably his pony and his wife, the trader had no compunction about shooting him. With no law to stop the trading, it was not surprising that the
Blackfoot tribes, once the proudest and the richest, were soon impoverished with
scarcely enough ponies to hunt buffalo.
This, then, was the situation on the prairies when on May 3, 1873, Prime Minister
John A. Macdonald introduced the bill calling for the formation of the North West
Mounted Police. Recruiting began in September, mostly in Ontario. Then 150-strong,
including Sergeant-Major Steele, the force set out for Fort Garry, Manitoba, where
they spent the winter.
That winter was a busy one for Steele since it was his job to instruct his men how to
break and ride horses. Some of the horses had never been ridden and Sam spared
neither man nor beast - not even, apparently, his own brother, Dick. One day, as Sam
was putting the men through their paces, a partially broken horse threw Dick. Worse,
it kicked him while he was down. This did not seem to bother Sam. "Someone catch
that poor horse," he ordered. Then, almost as an after-thought, came another command. "And carry that awkward lout off the parade square."
The journey to the West in the summer of 1874 is surely one of the highlights in the
history of the NWMP. Some 150 men who had trained in Toronto joined the Fort Garry
contingent and all headed across the broad prairie.
"To a stranger," wrote Colonel George French, their first commissioner, "it would have
(Continued on page 31)
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appeared an astonishing cavalcade. Armed men and guns looked as though fighting
was to be done - what could cows, calves, plows, harrows, mowing machines, etc.,
be for? But that little force had a double duty to perform - to fight if necessary, but in
any case, to establish forts in the far west."
Everything required for self-sufficiency went along. Besides 274 Mounted Policemen,
the "astonishing" cavalcade consisted of 310 horses, 20 Metis guides, two field guns,
two mortars, 142 oxen, 93 cows and calves, 73 wagons and 114 Red River carts, plus
an assortment of hay-making machines, plows and harrows. The force carried
enough food for a year and farm equipment to ensure that, wherever they established
forts, they could grow their own vegetables and grain.
As it turned out, there was no fighting on that epic journey other than the hectic struggle to move so cumbersome a body over so vast a distance. Sam Steele's group, A
Division, commanded by Inspector W.D. Jarvis, broke off from the main force at
Roche Perceein, Saskatchewan, south of modern Estevan, and headed for Fort Edmonton, while the major force pressed on to what is now southern Alberta.
It was a rough trip for animals and men. Both groups were baked by a relentless prairie sun, sickened by bad water from stinking sloughs, plagued by flies and mosquitoes and drenched by lashing thunderstorms. Ponies unused to working without a
daily ration of oats grew thin on a strictly grass diet and many died, while Red River
carts and wagons constantly broke down or got bogged in mud-holes and had to be
pried loose. Consequently, progress was slow and summer heat had turned into the
frosts of early winter when the disheveled caravan finally pulled into Fort Edmonton.
According to an odometer carried by I Inspector Jarvis, they had travelled 1,255 miles
-a long trek for a party carrying its own supplies.
Steele was not long in getting into action. When the whisky traders heard an armed
force was moving toward them, most of those in southern Alberta promptly left. But
near Tail Creek, some 90 miles southeast of Edmonton, a half-dozen continued to operate. Inspector Jarvis, Steele, his brother Dick, and seven other policemen set out to
run them out of the country. It took less than a week to round up the booze salesmen,
confiscate their liquor, fine them each $150 and send them packing.
Steele's first Alberta stay turned out to be a rather short one. When the sternwheeler
Northcote came chugging up the North Saskatchewan River in July of 1875 on her
maiden voyage, she brought the first significant amount of mail A Division had received since leaving Manitoba. She also brought orders that Steele had been promoted to Chief Constable and that he should proceed to Manitoba to take over the
Swan River post. Since A Division was then in the process of erecting a new home at
(Continued on page 32)
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Fort Saskatchewan, Sam would have preferred to stay to see it completed. But a policeman's duty was to go where orders told him to, so he said his goodbyes and prepared to head back east.
His trip to the new post was an exciting one: down the North Saskatchewan River on
the Northcote to Pemmican Portage, then on to Fort Garry with a canoe-load of pious
Indians. Of this experience Steele wrote: "Whenever they stopped for a meal all knelt
to pray. The red-coated white kneeling in a circle of Indians, the wild surroundings of
rock, forest and lake, and the deep tones of the praying pilot lending a solemnity to it
all - it's something I will never forget."
His stay at Swan River was not much longer than his stop-over in Edmonton. In July,
1876, Lieutenant-Colonel James F. Macleod took over as commissioner from Colonel
French and two weeks later Sam's division set out to attend the Indian Treaties at Fort
Carlton.
The quickness with which the Division hit the trail is a good example of the constant
state of readiness the NWMP became noted for. At 6 a.m. on August 6, Macleod rode
into Swan River with orders to move out at 9:30. It would be a safari of 1,150 miles
and everything, including supplies for the following winter, had to go along. Preparations fell to the orderly room clerk, to the orderly sergeant and to Chief Constable
Steele. By 8:45 everything was ready, including five horses that were shod that morning. At 9 a.m. they were on the road, a full half-hour ahead of schedule.
Before they left they learned that Swan River had been declared unfit for anything but
an outpost. Fort Macleod was now the headquarters for the horsemen in scarlet.
Treaty Six with the Plains and Woods Crees took place at Fort Carlton, some 45 miles
southwest of Prince Albert. (Also at Fort Pitt and later at Sounding Lake). A colorful
throng of more than 2,000 Indians gathered there, the braves decked out in their most
splendid paint and feathers. In exchange for reservations, money, farm machinery,
medical care, schooling - in fact, for what one writer called more succinctly,
"permanent welfare"- their chiefs signed away a huge chunk of their land. After the
signings, Steele and D Division set out for Fort Macleod. On the way he learned from
Colonel Macleod some of the details of what had happened in 1874 to the southern
contingent of the force while Steele had been travelling with Inspector Jarvis to Edmonton. The setting for Fort Macleod, Colonel Macleod told Steele, was chosen by
Jerry Potts, a half-Scot, half-Blood Indian scout.
Macleod told Steele how they had hired Potts as a guide in Fort Benton, Montana,
while he and Colonel French were there for supplies and directions to Fort Whoop(Continued on page 33)
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Up. "Not only did Potts lead us directly to Whoop-Up," Macleod said, "he is still with
us and is an invaluable scout and interpreter."
As yet unaware of the worth of his new guide, Macleod told Steele how he had not
been sure he could believe Potts when he said that most of the whisky runners had
pulled out when they heard the Mounted Police were coming and that Whoop-Up was
likely deserted. Macleod expected a fight, but Potts was right- there was no one there
but Dave Akers and a few Indian women. Akers invited Macleod in for a meal, one of
the best he had had since leaving Manitoba.
When Macleod saw the inside of Fort Hamilton, or Whoop-Up as it was more commonly known, he was surprised that the owners, J.J. Healy and Alfred Hamilton, had
not defended it. It was certainly built to withstand a considerable siege. Finished
about 1872 at the confluence of the St. Mary's and Oldman Rivers, less than 10 miles
from modern Lethbridge, it purportedly got its name from I.G. Baker, then a prominent
Fort Benton merchant. When his nephew, Alfred Hamilton, was pulling out with a load
of supplies for the new post, Mr. Baker warned him: "Don't let the Indians whoop you
up."
The fort was some 200 feet square, with two outer walls about 12 feet apart made of
heavy logs, and braced across every 10 or 15 feet with log partitions which formed
rooms for living quarters, storage, blacksmith shops and such, with doors and windows opening onto an inner square. The walls were roofed with heavy logs, loopholed for rifles, and every chimney had iron bars across the top to prevent entrance
from that direction. Heavy oak doors with windows through which trade goods were
passed completed the structure. Had the traders decided to stay and fight, the dozen
or so men employed there under Dave Akers could have withstood a lengthy siege
even involving cannon and mortar fire.
Some of the troopers were disappointed to find the place all but deserted, for a good
fight would have broken the tedium of the long march. Macleod's only disappointment
was that the owners were asking $25,000 for the place, a much larger sum than he
had at his disposal. It would have made an ideal headquarters, but he would have to
look elsewhere. Turning to his new scout, whom he now knew he could trust, Macleod
asked Potts to lead the way. Potts quickly complied. He led the footsore cavalcade to
a location by what he called "De Old Man's River." It was a fine setting with good water and grass, and an ample supply of timber for building. "While my men were building Fort Macleod," the colonel told Steele, "Potts went out to explain to the Blackfoot,
Blood and Peigan chiefs that the men of the force had come as friends."
He must have done a good job for, about a month later, Crowfoot of the Blackfoot,
(Continued on page 34)
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Red Crow of the Bloods, and Bull Head of the Peigans rode in to meet Colonel
Macleod and the pow-wow went as smoothly as a gathering of old friends.
Because of the thorough briefing, Steele was familiar with the background of Fort
Macleod when he arrived at the post in late October 1876. Serious crime was not
prevalent- the coming of the main force two years before had quietened things. But
life was never dull. Gambling remained legal until late 1877 and Sam and his men
were often out all night settling arguments when some unlucky dude lost his poke.
Prohibition had been declared throughout the North West, but booze was occasionally
smuggled in from Fort Benton and other south-of-the-border points. It gave the redcoated policemen plenty of work, not only rounding up the bootleggers, but also looking out for their clients who were invariably in a fighting mood.
St. Patrick's Day, 1877, is a prime example. Steele was reading and thinking about
going to bed when at midnight a wild-eyed Irishman burst in with the news: "There's a
hell of a fight going on down to Trader Murphey's in the village!"
Steele promptly headed for the battle scene, enlisting Sergeant-Major Tuke and his
men on the way. Outside the trader's cabin were half a dozen plainsmen spoiling for a
fight. There was no time for formality. Tuke grabbed the nearest belligerent and shook
him like a terrier shakes a rat, while Steele kicked in the door. Before the combatants
knew what was happening, the police had subdued them, confiscated the liquor and
arrested the trader. As they were leaving, Tuke spotted a foot protruding from under a
pile of furs. It proved to belong to a constable named Paddy, a member of Tuke's
troop. He, too, was hauled unceremoniously to the lockup to go before the magistrate
in the morning. And as Steele stated, "He met the fate of all in the force who sacrificed duty at the altar of Bacchus."
In September of 1877, Steele attended the signing of Treaty Seven with the Blackfoot
Confederacy at Blackfoot Crossing on the Bow River, just south of the present village
of Cluny. Like Treaty Six, it was an impressive show, with around 3,000 Indians attending, all dressed in their most colorful costumes. The Honorable David Laird, Lieutenant Governor of the North West Territories, and Colonel Macleod represented the
Crown. Chief Crowfoot spoke for the Blackfoot, Blood, Peigan, Stoney and Sarcee
tribes.
"While I speak be kind and patient," he said. "I have to speak for my people who are
many, who rely on me to follow that course which will be best for them... We are children of the plains. It has been our home and the buffalo have been our food always. I
hope you will look at the Blackfoot as your children and that you will always be kind
and charitable to them. They all expect me to choose the right course for them, and I
(Continued on page 35)
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trust the Great Spirit to help them to be good people...
"The advice given me and my people has been very good. If the police had not come
to this country where would we be now? Bad men and whisky were killing us so fast
that very few of us would be left today. The Mounted Police have protected us as the
feathers of the birds protect them from the frosts of winter... I am satisfied. I will sign
the treaty."
Steele could not help wondering if Crowfoot or any of the others gathered there
grasped the total implications of the treaty. How could anyone foresee what having to
settle on reservations would do to a nomadic people who for centuries had roamed
free over a vast land? But there was no time to ponder the question for there was an
entire prairie to police.
To be continued in a future Newsletter

Hoodwink. Symbol of secrecy. Many initiations begin with the temporary blindfolding of the
candidate. This is not to make certain that he see nothing which is secret until he is obligated
for there is nothing secret in a lodge room.
The builders who made it saw it; the charwomen who clean it see it. The decorators, painters,
upholsterers who furnish it know what it looks like.
The fact that an Altar is arranged in a certain way cannot be a secret from any one who will
take the trouble to read a Code, a Masonic Manual, a Masonic Encyclopedia.
Blindfolding a candidate in any rite is not for practical but for spiritual reasons. The temporary
blinding is a symbol of present darkness, which will be displaced by light when and if the initiate succeeds in penetrating the mysteries before him.
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Concordant Bodies
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Lodge of Perfection, Central Valley
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday, 8:00 pm
Freemason Hall, 4722 - 49B Ave, Lacombe, AB
Contact Jim Innes, 403-343-3086
Royal Arch, Lebanon #38
Meetings: Third Thursday
Apollo Lodge Hall, 5114-50 Ave Stettler, AB
Contact: Jim Lockhart, jlockhart@xplorenet.com 403-742-5775
Mountain View #1 (Olds) 1st Tuesday - Venus #2 (Red Deer) 2nd Monday
Alexandra #4 (Lacombe) 2nd Tuesday - Victoria #14 (Stettler) 3rd Monday
Innisfail #37 (Innisfail) 1st Thur. - Battle River #47(Ponoka) 3rd Thursday
Al Azhar - (Calgary) - Red Deer Unit
Meetings - 3rd Wed. Freemason Hall, 4811-52nd Street, Red Deer, AB, Pres.:
Glen English 403-314-2145; 1st Vice: Bill Canning 403-346-4414;
Secretary: Noble Ed Whitenett 403-341-5089
Al Shamal - (Edmonton) - Regional Club: Battle River
Contacts: Cliff McDermott - Red Deer ccmcde@shaw.ca
Don Anderson - Stettler - darand@telusplanet.net
Editor’s Comments: - This newsletter is not an official Masonic publication and does not express the policies or
opinions of any specific Masonic Lodge, District or Grand Lodge.
So go ahead and enjoy it as my gift to you. If you have any ideas or suggestions to improve it let me know - I will
always listen, I may not do anything about it, but I will listen. I would love to publish some of the stories from
around the District or even Alberta. Stories about individuals, Lodge happenings or histories of Lodges.
This newsletter will not be published in paper format, but feel free to print it out and pass on to a brother.
Are you your brother’s keeper? Several Masons in the
The subscription list for this newsletter came from the
District do not have access to computers &/or the Internet.
CDMEL (Central District Masonic Email List). If you
If you know of such a Bro. And you think this newsletter is
would rather not receive this Newsletter, let me know
worth while, why not print off a copy to pass on. Another
and I will remove your name - Your name will not be re- idea - if you would like a copy, but do not have a computer,
moved from the CDMEL unless you specifically request it. ask your son or grandson to print it for you - he may get an
idea of what it is you do at that secret Lodge!
If you would like to be added to the subscription list
send me an email.
W. Bro. Clark Johnston, Beacon #190, cjohnst@telus.net
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