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A Beacon is not a destination - It just helps to light the way
Last Night I Knelt

Author: Pat M. Armstrong

Last night I knelt where Hiram knelt
And took an obligation.
Today I'm closer to my God
And I'm a Master Mason.
Tho' heretofore my fellow men
Seemed each one like the other,
Today I search each one apart'
"I'm looking for my Brother."
And, as I feel his friendly grip,
It fills my heart with pride;
I know that while I'm on the square,
That he is on my side.
His
If I
His
If I

footsteps on my errand go
should such require;
prayers will plead in my behalf
should so desire.

Innisfail Lodge #8
Innisfail, Alberta
My words are safe within
his breast
As though within my own;
His hand forever at my
back
To help me safely home.
Good counsel whispers in my ear
And warns of any danger;
By Square and Compass, Brother
now!
Who once would call me stranger.
I might have lived a moral life
And risen to distinctions
Without my brother's helping hand
And fellowship of Masons.

Eureka Lodge # 10,
Lacombe, Alberta
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

But God, who knows how hard it is
To resist life's temptations,
Knows why I knelt where Hiram
knelt
And took that obligation.
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Welcome to The Beacon
This newsletter is not an official Masonic
publication and does not express the policies
or opinions of any specific Masonic Lodge,
District or Grand Lodge.
So go ahead and enjoy it as my gift to you.
If you have any ideas or suggestions to improve it let me know - I will always listen, I
may not do anything about it, but I will listen. I would love to publish some of the stories from around the District, Alberta or
even Canada. Stories about individuals,
Lodge happenings, Lodge histories, Masonic
papers or articles of interest to other Masons.
This newsletter will not be published in paper
format, but feel free to print it out and pass
on to a brother.

The subscription list for this newsletter is based on the CDMEL
(Central District Masonic Email
List). If you or a friend would like
to be added to the subscription list
please go to the following link and
sign up.
www.mastermason.org/Beacon190/newsletter.htm

Are you your brother’s keeper? Several Masons in
the District do not have access to computers &/or
the Internet. If you know of such a Bro. And you
think this newsletter is worth while, why not print
off a copy to pass on. Another idea - if you would
like a copy, but do not have a computer, ask your
son or grandson to print it for you - he may get an
idea of what it is you do at that secret Lodge meeting!

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

Instructions to unsubscribe are included
with each email sent out.
W. Bro. Clark Johnston,
Beacon #190,
cjohnst190@gmail.com
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RW Bro. Murdock (Dick) Cameron
District Deputy Grand Master, Central District, Grand Lodge of Alberta, AF&AM
Mailing address: 5204 - 56 Ave, Ponoka, AB T4J 1G8
Phone: Home: 403-783-5206 Cell: 403-783-0614
Email: chanter2@shaw.ca
Web Page: www.mastermasom.com/beacon190/ddgm

Grand Lodge of Alberta Annual Communication
Friday and Saturday June 14/15, 2013
Ramada Hotel & Conference Centre
11834 Kingsway Ave, Edmonton, Alberta
1-780-454-5454 - Ask for the Grand Lodge rate
Grand Lodge Web Page: http://www.freemasons.ab.ca/primary/
2013 Program: http://www.freemasons.ab.ca/pdfs/Agenda%202013.pdf
2013 Notice of Motions: http://www.freemasons.ab.ca/pdfs/Motions%202013.pdf

Central District Officers 2008 - 2009
District Secretary

W Bro. Ron (Scottie) Vickers

403-845-6422

thistle001@telus.net

Education & Research
Masonic Higher Education Bursary
Masonic Foundation

W Bro. Allen Tarlington
RW Bro. Tom Clark
W Bro. John Jardine

403-843-4515
403-729-2340
403-783-5418

artarton@telus.net
tdclark@cciwireless.ca
j.jardine@shaw.ca

Central District Lodges - Meeting Nights
Innisfail #8

Innisfail

3rd Thursday

7:30 PM

Eureka #10

Lacombe

4th Tuesday

8:00 PM

Red Deer #12

Red Deer

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Mountain View #16

Olds

1st Monday

8:00 PM

Britannia #18

Ponoka

1st Wednesday

8:00 PM

Apollo #27

Stettler

3rd Thursday

8:00 PM

Kenilworth #29

Red Deer

1st Tuesday

7:30 PM

Kitchener #95

Rimbey

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Lochearn #151

Rocky Mountain House

2nd Thursday

7:30 PM

Beacon #190

Red Deer

4th Monday

7:30 PM

Some Lodges have a meal before the Lodge meeting - check for times

Central District Web Page

http://mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter
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Up - Coming Events
Monday June 1st:
All Brethren are invited to attend a Canadian Rite installation on Saturday June 1 st at the Red
Deer Freemason Hall. Officers of Kenilworth #29 and Beacon #190 will be installed by an installation team from Fort McMurray. Fellowship will start at 1pm with the Lodge tyling at
2pm – followed by a Supper hosted by W Bro. Bill Douglas. Cash Bar.
Monday May 27th:
For any Master Masons interested in seeing a Canadian Rite 3rd Degree, Beacon #190 will be
raising 4 Fellowcraft to the sublime degree at their regular meeting on Monday May 27 th.
Please note a change in starting times which have been moved up ½ hour. Dinner will be
served at 6pm with Lodge tyling at 7pm. Confirm Dinner attendance ($10.00) to JW, Bro. Jeff
Hood at jeffhood2001@yahoo.com
Summer Barbecue

ThursdayJune 20th:
And
Outdoor
Lodge
Meeting
Innisfail Lodge #8 Annual Outdoor Lodge Meeting
Time: BBQ starts about 5:30 Lodge Tyles at 7:30 $20.00/ person + cash bar
All masons are invited to attend. - We can lower to EA or FC degree if required.
Directions:
1. From South Innisfail overpass, go west ~21 km on the Cottonwood Road to Range
Road 25, turn left. Proceed south ~3.2 km, turn right on to Township Road 350 , go to
step 3
2. From Bowden overpass, one would precede west ~ 16.2 km on Highway 587 to Range
Road 25, turn right, proceed north ~3.2 km, then left on TWP 350
3. On TWP Road 350, proceed west ~ 4km. TWP 350 then bends to the north and becomes RR 31A. You will pass a large old barn on the left, (site of the former Moose
Ridge post office!) and ~1 km north you will see a burgundy & gray shop building to
the west, which is the location of the meeting.
N #2
Basic Map:
Innisfail
Cottonwood Rd
RR 25

X
TWP 350

RR 25

Highway 587

Bowden
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Mountain View #16

RW Bro. Jerry Kopp congratulates W Bro. Ernest McNeil on
the presentation of his 50 year Jewel.

The Good Brethren of Mountain View #16,
gathered at the home of W Bro. Ernest
McNeil, in Calgary on April 11th, to present
him with his 50 year Jewel. The Brethren of
Mountain View were assisted in the presentation by RW Bro. Jerry Kopp, Grand Secretary
of the Grand Lodge of Alberta. W Bro.
McNeil, an Affiliated Past Master of Mountain View Lodge, will turn 100 years old this
fall. We all congratulate him and wish him
well.

The traveling Brethren of Mountain View #16, from left to right; W Bro Hugh Robinson, RW Bro Roger Kinney, W Bro Syd Cannings, W Bro Ernest McNeil, RW Bro
Russell Phillips, and W Bro Normasn Craig
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

May 2013

page 5

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

May 2013

page 6

Beacon #190 raised Bro. Keith Davis and Bro. Lyle Misner to the Degree of a Master Mason , at their regular
April meeting. Pictured above W Bro. Garth Plunket, (Calgary), W Bro. Mark Honert, WM of Beacon #190,
Bro. Keith Davis, Bro. Lyle Misner, RW Bro. Murdock (Dick) Cameron, DDGM Central District, RW Bro.
Bill Davis, PDDGM Algoma District (GCPO), Bill Davis Jr, Secretary Beacon #190.
Bros. Plunket, Bill Davis Sr & Jr are members of Connaught Lodge no. 511 in Thunder Bay
http://www.algomadistrict.ca/index-old.htm
It is always nice to see two brothers as members of the same
Lodge, but especially nice to see
two brothers and their father as
members of the Craft..
RW Bro. Bill Davis Sr. traveled
from Thunder Bay for the opportunity to see his younger son
raised to the degree of a Master
Mason and join his older brother
Bill Davis Jr as an active member of Beacon #190.
It’s also nice to see those Lewis
jewels popping up around the
District.
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Kitchener #95 39th Annual Ladies Night
THE good Brethren of Kitchener #95 hosted the Community and Masons from around the District at their annual Ladies Night festivities. The table of honour hosted Kitchener’s Widows who seemed to enjoy the evening. The evening was a success in more ways than one; with 99 people in attendance, excellent entertainment and with funds raised to support the community.
The entertainment was local and demonstrated very professional talent. Their names are Sheldon Jordon, Andrea Traves (sister) and Regan Traves
Monies raised after a $200. donation to the Public Library, will be going to the Rimbey Lodge Park. This
Park is part of a larger walking path with a small area at the end which the Lodge hopes to develop with a gazebo and gathering area. This is a four year project and will be ready for Kitchener Lodge’s 100 year celebration (at least this is the plan). Thanks for a good meal and a good evening.
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Operation: North East Angle
Blessings At Easter
By W Bro. Mark Honert, WM Beacon #190

March 27, 2013 marked the 6th installment
of Operation: North East Angle. This project
was inspired by the North East Angle lecture
that we all heard upon our initiation into
Freemasonry. At that time we were all called
upon “to exercise that virtue which may
justly be denominated the distinguishing
characteristic of a Freemason’s heart: I
mean Charity.” At that moment we all responded in the same manner. We had nothing
to give. However, we would give if we had
the power. Well, brethren, you more than
lived up to your word. You gave generously of your time, talents, and finances.
This year the brethren of Beacon Lodge #190, Kennilworth Lodge
#29, Red Deer Lodge #12, Lochearn Lodge 151, Brittania Lodge
#18 and members of the Order of the Eastern Star Venus Chapter
#2 combined forces to serve Easter dinner at the Loaves and
Fishes Benevolent Society. Together we served 150 guests at dinner, served 24 guests downstairs at the Safe Harbour Society, and
made approximately 25 take out suppers for our dinner guests.
The charitable act of feeding the homeless and working poor is
indeed a blessing. Charity, like its sister, Mercy, blesses him who
A family event - Bro. Richard
gives as well as him who receives. Many people were blessed durSilvestre and family - thanks for the
ing this event. The general manager at
photos Richard
Nossack Meats who took $70.00 dollars
off our bill and promised to do the same for future dinners. The
owner of the Tasty Bakery who donated 20 dozen dinner buns to say
thank you for the contribution the Freemasons are making to the
community. The entertainer who performed on the guitar for an hour.
His only compensation was a heartfelt thank you. The 150 guests
who attended the dinner. And, of course, all those responsible for
making this event happen. You are all a blessing. I hope you feel as
blessed as I do.

Thank-you to all who donated and assisted
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

W Bro. Mark Honert - a fun
evening for all
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W Bro. Francis Nicoll, Apollo Lodge #27
passed away Sunday March 31, 2013





Initiated Feb. 20,1969, Passed March 20, 1969, Raised April 17, 1969
Master of Apollo Lodge #27 - 1980-81
Registrar of Apollo Lodge #27 1992-1994
Received his 25 yr pin in June of 1998
Honorary Life Member in Nov. 2011

Francis was a member of Rotary, member of the Stettler United Church, Past
President of the Stettler and District Chamber of Commerce, Past President of
the Christmas Hamper Society & Board Member of the Stettler & District
Handibus Society for 25 years. This great service has been recognized by his community by Francis being
the recipient of the Citizen of the Year award. (don't know the year)
Obituary
Mr. R. Francis Nicoll of Stettler passed away on Sunday, March 31, 2013 at the age of 87 years. He is
survived by his loving wife Leona and by his children Lea Nicoll Kramer (Dean) of Edmonton and Mark
Nicoll (Sandy Hermiston) also of Edmonton. Grandchildren Brennan Hermiston Nicoll, Jessica Nicoll
(Vishaal Rajani), Krysten Nicoll (Tim Houseman) and Ross Hermiston Nicoll, sister Margaret Kinniburgh
of Lethbridge, all of the McDonald Family cousins, other relatives, dear friends and all of his dedicated
caregivers. Francis was predeceased by his parents and by his sons Paul and Glen. A memorial service
to commemorate Francis’s life will be held at the Stettler United Church on Wednesday, April 10, 2013 at
2:00 P.M. As an expression of sympathy and in loving memory of Francis, memorial contributions may
be made to the Canadian Amyloidosis Support Network or to the Stettler United Church Building Fund in
care of Brennen Funeral Home and Cremation Services P.O. Box 193 Stettler, Alberta TOC 2LO who
have been entrusted with the care and arrangements. 403.742.3315 Condolences can be forwarded to the
family by visiting our website at www.brennenfuneralhome.com

Settling in for an education presentation at Kenilworth #29, April 2/13, with Brethren from Britannia presenting a paper on their history, while guests from Lochearn
#151, Apollo #27 and Beacon #190 enjoyed the evening.
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

May 2013

page 9

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

May 2013

page 10

2013 VISITATION and INTER LODGE EDUCATION
Mountain View Lodge #16 played host to Beacon Lodge #190 at their regular April 1st meeting, where Beacon presented two papers. W Bro. Mark Honert presented an expanded History
of Beacon #190 (now we know where our name came from) and W Bro. Clark Johnston lead a
short review & discussion of Mountain View’s history. A fun evening was had by all and as
you can see from the picture there were, in addition to the DDGM, visitors from Carstairs, Red
Deer, Ponoka Rocky Mountain House and Rimbey. The real highlight of the evening was
Bro. Dela Cruz proving up in the MM degree - Welcome Bro.

Worshipful Master W Bro. Ted Herman, Bro. Dela

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

RW Bro. Murdock (Dick) Cameron D.D.G.M., W
Bro. Clark Johnston (#190), Worshipful Master WB
Ted Herman (#16), W Bro. Mark Honert (#190)
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2013 VISITATION and INTER LODGE EDUCATION
Big night in Rocky, with Bro. Bill Cade of Eureka #10 giving an excellent paper to the brethren of Lochearn #151 plus 25 guests from 5 different District Lodges

One of the great things about Brethren in
Central District - they are always willing
to step up and fill a position when called
on by the WM. W Bro. Wes Shakleton
of Eureka #10 steps in to fill the Secretary’s position while visiting at
Locheartn #151
- well done Bro. Shakleton and the other
Brethren who stepped up to make it a
good night.

The Long - Long Festive Board
A good night in Rocky
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter
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My apologies to the Brethren of Apollo #27 in Stettler. I attended their Masonic visitation /
education night and took pictures - only to arrive home and find out I had forgotten to put a
data card in the Camera. So I checked with their photographer - his camera's flash had malfunctioned - So no pictures. However it was a very successful evening with some 32 Masons
present from several Lodges to hear an presentations, by Bro. Patrick Clarke (History of Freemasonry in Red Deer) & W Bro Bill Douglas (Shaw Statutes) from Kenilworth #29.
An interesting aside was the attendance from 7 of the District’s 10 Lodges including 6 visiting
sitting WMs, along with the DDGM for Central District.
(The most Brass since the 100 anniversary a few years back - great to see)
THE JEWELS OF A FELLOWCRAFT
The jewels of a Fellowcraft are

an attentive ear,
 an instructive tongue,
 a faithful breast.
In learning and education, we must listen if the work is to be properly transmitted from
generation to generation. The life of Freemasonry depends on ears that are attentive.
An instructive tongue is necessary in order that knowledge be conveyed accurately. But the tongue teaches more than ritual. It informs Masons of the great
truths and symbolism in Masonry. And that makes good men better men.
The faithful breast is the repository for those few secrets entrusted to you
as you progress through the three degrees in Masonry. It is also the repository of those ideals you should display in life and pass on to your Brethren,
that they may learn and grow to be better men.
As a Fellowcraft, you are symbolically and Masonically a builder. You have been given the
tools to build your life - square, level and plumb.
You were taught the value of work.
You know the importance of acquiring knowledge. It is in sharing this knowledge
that will make you richer and a builder in the sight of God.
You are now the perfect ashlar that the Supreme Architect of the Universe
is using to build your spiritual temple - that house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens. May you truly earn your Fellowcraft wages.
Thanks to the Masonic Renewal Comm of NA
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter
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The Lambskin Apron
April 16, 2012 The Educator:

http://www.theeducator.ca/symbolism/the-lambskin-apron/

Adapted by V.W. Bro. Norman McEvoy from a paper by Bro. Auri Spigelman (Grand Lodge of California)

It was “Lambskin Apron Night” at the Lodge. The brethren excitedly unfurled their precious possessions, some for the first time since being raised as Master Masons, tied them around their waists
and wore them with pride.
What is the value and importance of this Lambskin Apron and why does it excite such emotions?
The apron is the initial gift of Freemasonry to a candidate. The word derives from the French
“napron,” meaning a cloth, and from the expression “a napron” evolved “an apron” in English. The
candidate is instructed to wear this distinctive badge throughout an honourable Masonic life. As we
will see, the presentation or Rite of Investiture symbolizes the candidate’s new life of understanding
and inner purification.
Our speculative use of the apron derives from both historical and operative sources. From the historical perspective, we learn about initiatory and religious functions. The initiate into ancient Orders
traveled a so-called Rite of Passage, whereby he symbolically matured from the naïveté or spiritual
darkness of the child to “enlightenment” as an adult.
He became “cleansed of impurities“of both the mind and spirit.
This “redemption” or “regeneration” afforded his placement into a milieu of special human fellowship, moral truth and spiritual faith.
White aprons were worn upon initiation into the ancient mysteries of Mithras; the Jewish cult of the
Essenes and Chinese secret societies. They were worn by ancient Jewish and Druidic high priests.
The early Christians wore them when baptized. The Persians used it as a national banner. It
adorned Greek and Egyptians gods.
It was used by the Mayans, Incas, Aztecs and Hopi Indians, the Vikings, the Zulus and by the Anglican clergy.
Because men wore them as emblems of their high office or position, the apron acquired an aura of
authority and respect in many diverse cultures.
From the religious or mystical standpoint, the white apron was regarded as a sign of purity.
It covered the lower portion of the body, which was associated with uncleanness and immorality.
(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 13)

The sash or band used to tie the apron separated the upper and lower parts, and when worn at
prayer, reminded one of the functional priority of heart and mind.
The “mystics” spoke of the four physical (earth, air, fire and water) and three spiritual (presence,
knowledge and power: symbolic of Deity), which add up to the Pythagorean “perfect” number
seven.
In this we can find a recurring theme in Masonry, the 47th Problem of Euclid. Discovered by Pythagoras, it teaches that in right-angled triangles, the square of the hypotenuse equals the sum of the
squares of the two other sides. This is the root of geometry and foundation of mathematics, which
was essential knowledge for our Masonic cathedral builders. From the operative perspective, the
apron, no doubt, had its development for practical reasons and became necessary equipment for the
medieval stonemasons.
The apprentice was a bearer of burdens, carrying ashlars and timbers against his body. He needed a
large apron, usually made of a tough animal hide, to protect him from physical injury and his
clothes from damage and soiling. The Fellowcraft was a hewer in the mountains and quarries and
required the apron to deflect lime chips and stone dust. The master, as overseer of the work, wore
his apron with the corner turned up, as a mark of his special authority. The apron and other clothing, such as cap, collar and gloves, developed into uniforms which distinguished members of one
guild from another. The mason’s apron became his specific badge!
It was in the 17th century when the building of massive edifices slowed and membership in the
guilds declined that the seeds of modern Speculative Masonry were sown. Our founding fathers
recognized the importance of incorporating the wisdom and experience of both the historical and
operative perspectives into a new moral system that would attract the interest of men whose vocations were not in the operative craft. On this basis, how was the apron treated? Let us look to the
description in our ritual.
LAMBSKIN. The lamb is gentle and harmless. In ancient times it was often offered as a sacrifice to
the gods, either to please them or as a symbolic plea for the expiation of sins. The lamb is therefore
associated with redemption and purification.
The lamb’s white color is an ancient symbol of purity and cleanliness, of innocence, conscience,
good character and discipline. It is the color that reflects the most light, speculatively the “light of
understanding.“
Alternately, it shows stains most plainly, so we must beware if committing misdeeds and acts of immortality.
(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14)

The origin of the word “candidate” is from the Latin, “candidus” meaning white.
Candidates for office in ancient Rome often wore white togas to proclaim their qualities.
Today, we use the word “candid” to mean free from prejudice or deception, fair, or an honest and
sincere expression.
EMBLEM OF INNOCENCE: First let us examine the difference between symbol and emblem. A
symbol is an idea, sign, device or object which has within itself something else, which it guards
from false scrutiny, but which it may yield, if studied. “Virtues” are symbols, for example. An emblem is a symbolic device whose meaning need not be discovered.
Its meaning is obvious, known and accepted by common agreement. For example, “white means purity.”
BADGE OF A MASON: The badge differs from the symbol or emblem, in that it is a conscious
mark or sign by which a person (or object) is distinguished, making his identity or membership
known. The apron is a sign to prove rough work, either that physical labour or the Operative or the
spiritual work of the Speculative Mason. Historically, this badge helped to elevate Masonry’s status
to that of a worthy and honourable profession, one of creating and constructing.
It did much to change societal attitudes toward labour, which was no longer thought relegated to
slaves or menials.
As the badge of Masons, the apron also represents their “bond of friendship.“
MORE ANCIENT THAN THE GOLDEN FLEECE OR ROMAN EAGLE:
The Order of the Golden Fleece was founded in 1429 by Phillip, the Duke of Burgundy, upon his
marriage to the Infanta Isabella of Portugal. The “Golden Ram” was its badge and alluded to the
lost Greek mythological object sought by Jason and the Argonauts. It was the symbol of the triumph
of superior spiritual strength and purity of the soul.
In contrast to Masonry, this Order’s motto was “wealth, not servile labour.”
Its original purpose was to protect the Church and Catholic faith, but later extended to other faiths.
It still exists and interestingly, in 1985 King Carlos of Spain, conferred the Order on a Moslem, King
Hussein of Jordan.
The Roman Eagle was the ensign of Rome’s Imperial power, around the 1st century B.C., during the
second consulship of Gaius Marius. It exalted the glory and greatness of the past. It fostered a belief
that the wisdom gained by experience was the basis of progress and secured our present and future
(Continued on page 16)
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happiness.
It was thus a source of morale for the Roman Legionnaires.
MORE HONORABLE THAN THE STAR OR GARTER:
To “bestow honor“ was a device of flattery. It promoted class distinction and special privilege, as well
as the “Divine Right” of kings.
The Order of the Star probably alludes to a society founded in 1351 by John II of France. It’s insignia
was a silver eight-pointed star, worn on the left breast.
The Order of the Garter was founded in 1349 by Edward III of England and consisted of the King
and 25 knights.
Freemasonry exists in striking contrast to these concepts.
It teaches reverence and service to God. It promotes the pursuit of knowledge, self-reliance
and devotion to honest work.
It stresses the soundness of moral principles, integrity, justice, good conscience
and “right“ conduct. It glorifies the building of exemplary character.
It dissipates discord and dissension by promoting peace, patriotism, brotherhood and equal
opportunity.
Indeed, Freemasonry’s supports are “Wisdom Strength and Beauty.“
Its beliefs are “Faith, Hope and Charity.”
Its tenets are “Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.“
The Lambskin Apron should “continually remind us of that purity of life and conduct“ required of Masons. Only “when worthily worn“ can we spiritually merit “gaining admission into the Celestial Lodge
above, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides.”
We are thus taught accountability for our actions here on earth.
And, as we strive to understand Freemasonry’s philosophy and practice its lessons, a gradual
enlightenment enables us to wear our aprons

”with pleasure to ourselves and honor to the Fraternity.”
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Its interesting, how a Masonic program from 1894 in Bermuda, lands under the floor
boards of a house in Portsmouth England, and is discovered by a mason doing renovation
work and was sent back to Bermuda. You will also note all of the Royal Arch symbols
within their cover–The original card’s size (folded) is 4½” x 6½”.
In those days Loyalty’s installation took place at Ireland Island on the Saturday immediately before Christmas. Note the reference to the Festival of St John (the Evangelist – actually 27 December, “St John’s Day in Winter”). In times gone by Scottish Lodges were
termed “St. John's Masonry”; indeed, the Grand Lodge of Ireland still holds its annual installation on 27 December.
It seems that at that time our Brethren were much more musical than we are now, judging from the printed songs: the Blessing, the Queen (Victoria) and the Prince of Wales
(later Edward VII of Memorial Hospital note, who had been Grand Master since 1875).
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I thought this reminder from our younger Brethren might be appropriate to keep in mind as Mother’s Day
approaches and we think of the important role our Mother’s played in each of our lives.
Flower Talk - An open Ceremony of the DeMolay
My brothers, you have just been permitted to take upon yourselves the name of
one of the world's most heroic knightly figures. Now you can say, "I am a DeMolay." To be deemed worthy of the privilege of entering into the comradeship of
that great army of youth both here and abroad who have dedicated themselves to
the ideals of Jacques DeMolay, demonstrates our confidence that the fineness of
your purposes will guide your development into the highest type of manhood. To
be accepted as a DeMolay is, therefore, an honor of which any young man can be
justly proud.
In being received into our ranks, you have been instructed in the seven cardinal
virtues of this great Order. We hope you have been deeply impressed with the
lessons they teach. There is no better foundation on which to build your character and future life than the practice of these virtues. The Order of DeMolay teaches many beautiful lessons, but none is more important than
honor and true respect for womanhood, and more especially for motherhood. It is fitting, therefore, that you
have been called upon to stand again before this altar in a few moments of special emphasis upon the virtue
which has been given first place among the jewels adorning the Crown of Youth: Filial Love.
For my purpose now, this altar is dedicated to our mothers, whose love never fails. You may rise to positions
of great influence in commercial, political, or professional life, but you can never reach the heights of your
mother's secret hopes for you. You may sink into the lowest depths of infamy and degradation, but never below the reach of her love. The memory of it will always stir your heart. There is no man so entirely base, so
completely vile, so utterly low, that he does not hold in his heart a shrine sacred and apart for the memory of
his mother's love.
Were I to draw you a picture of love divine,
it would not be that of a stately Angel,
With a form that is full of grace.
But a tired and toil worn mother
With a grave and tender face.
It was your mother who loved you before you were born--who carried you for long months close to her heart
and in the fullness of time took God's hand in hers and passed through the valley of shadows to give you life.
It was she who cared for you during the helpless years of infancy and the scarcely less dependent years of
childhood. As you have grown less dependent, she has done the countless, thoughtful, trouble-healing, helpful
and encouraging things which somehow only mothers seem to know how to do. You may have accepted these
attentions more or less as matters of course, and perhaps without conscious gratitude or any expression of
your appreciation. You are rapidly approaching the time in life when you will be entirely independent of your
mother. The ties with which dependency has bound you to her may be severed as you grow older, but the tie
of mother-love can never be broken.
Thinking back upon the years of your life when you have reached the threshold of manhood, your mother
might well say in the words of the poet:
(Continued on page 19)
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My body fed your body, son,
But birth's a swift thing
Compared to one and twenty years
Of feeding you with spirit's tears.
I could not make your mind and soul,
But my glad hands have kept you whole.
Your groping hands
Bound me to life with ruthless bands.
And all my living became a prayer,
While all my days built up a stair
For your young feet that trod behind
That you an aspiring way should find.
Think you that life can give you pain
Which does not stab in me again?
Think you that life can give you shame
Which does not make my pride go lame?
And you can do no evil thing
Which sears not me with poisoned sting.
Because of all that I have done,
Remember me in life, O son.
Keep that proud body fine and fair.
My life is monumented there.
For my life make no woman weep,
For my life hold no woman cheap.
And see you give no woman scorn
For that dark night when you were born.
These flowers which you see on our altar are symbols of that mother love. The white, the love of the mother
who is gone. And the red, the mother who still lives to bless your life.
Far in the dim recesses of her heart
Where all is hushed and still,
She keeps a shrine.
'Tis here she kneels in prayer
While from above long shafts of light upon her shine.
Her heart is flower fragrant as she prays.
Aquiver like a candle flame,
Each prayer takes wing
To bless the world she works among,
To leave the radiance of the candles there.
We want each of you to take a flower from the altar. If your mother has passed over to the other shore, you
will choose a white flower and keep it always sacred to her memory. May the sight of it always quicken every
tender memory of her and strengthen you anew in your efforts to be worthy of her hopes and aspirations for
you. If your mother is living, you will choose a red flower. When you go home tonight, give it to your mother.
Tell her it is our recognition of God's best gift to a man: his mother's love. Take her in your arms and say,
"Mother, I've learned a great lesson tonight. The ceremonies have helped me realize more fully how much you
really mean to me. I'm going to try to show you daily how much I appreciate the sacrifices you have made and
(Continued on page 20)
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the love and care you give me."
Someday you'll find that flower, I know not where, perhaps in her Bible or prayer book or some other sacred
place, a silent witness to what this night has meant to the one whose love for you, her son, is beyond the comprehension of any son. My brothers each of you will please take a red or white flower from the altar. (Done.)

DeMolay can ask no more of you
than that you shall endeavor so to live as to be worthy of your mother's love .

Honour Mothers on Mother’s Day—and remember them all year long

Monday May 21 2012
Victoria Day
Victoria Day is a federal Canadian public holiday celebrated in honour of Queen Victoria’s birthday on the last Monday before May
25. The date is also, simultaneously, that on which the current
reigning Canadian sovereign’s official birthday is recognized. It is
sometimes informally considered as marking the beginning of the
summer season in Canada. It is tradition to open the cottage or go
for the first camping trip on this weekend. For some very obscure
reason (known to any red-blooded Canadian) it is also generally
known as the 24 Weekend.
The holiday has been observed since before Canada was formed, originally falling on the sovereign’s actual birthday, and continues to be celebrated in various fashions across the
country on the fixed date. It is a statutory holiday federally, as well as in six of Canada’s ten
provinces and three of its territories.
The birthday of Queen Victoria was a day for celebration in Canada long before Confederation, with the first legislation regarding the event being in 1845 passed by the parliament of
the Province of Canada to officially recognize May 24 as the Queen’s birthday.
Following the death of Queen Victoria in 1901, May 24 was by imperial decree made Empire
Day throughout the British Empire, while, in Canada, it became officially known as Victoria
Day, a date to remember the late queen, who was deemed the “Mother of Confederation.” In
1952, the Governor-General-in-Council moved Victoria Day and the monarch’s official birthday in Canada to the Monday before May 25.
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

May 2013

page 20

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

May 2013

page 21

The Farmer, The Goose, The Pilot, And The Beacon
By Mark Honert, Worshipful Master, Beacon #190
Do you like a good story? I do, too. Have you heard the one
about the farmer, the goose, the pilot, and the Beacon? I uncovered this story while preparing a paper for this year’s Inter
Lodge Education Program. The paper was about the formation
of Beacon Lodge 190. The story goes something like this.
At a meeting on November 25, 1963 it was decided to go forward with forming a new Masonic Lodge in Red Deer, Alberta.
The purpose was to provide a home lodge for unaffiliated brethren living in Red Deer.
The next meeting about the formation of this new lodge was
held on January 8, 1964 with R. W. Bro. E. H. Rivers in attendance. He gave invaluable assistance in the procedure of forming the lodge. One of the first orders of business was to decide
on a name for the new lodge. In my efforts to discover how the
name “Beacon” was chosen I found no written record of the
story behind the name. Undeterred, I came up with another approach. Four of the Charter Members of Beacon Lodge 190
were still living and members of the Lodge. I would simply contact them and have my answer. This is when I
made a new discovery. All of the charter members informed me that they belonged to a Secret Society. Interesting. Masons belonging to a Secret Society. It was called “The I can’t remember much of anything that happened 50 years ago society.” I asked one of the charter members, Bro. Dale Friesen, how it became a secret
society. He informed me that the charter members kept forgetting they were in the
society. He added that the current project of the group is to remember what they had for breakfast this
morning. I will keep you updated with the group’s progress.
Still undeterred, I kept poking and prodding the Charter Members’ respective minds in hope of awakening a
distant memory. Finally, my efforts were rewarded. Bro. George Braithwaite recalled why he suggested the
name Beacon. During World War ll George served as a pilot with the Royal Canadian Air Force. Squadron
408. Better known as the Goose Squadron. It was known as the Goose Squadron because of the leader of the
squadron. His name was Jack Minor. Jack was a naturalist and a farmer from Ontario. Jack grew corn on his
farm. And it just so happened that his farm was located in the migration path of some Canadian geese. Over
time when a goose became injured it discovered that it could land safely on Jack’s farm, get nursed back to
health and be fed a steady diet of corn. Jack said that his farm served as a Beacon to the geese. They soon
came to understand that his farm was a safe haven. It was this memory that reminded George about the use of
Beacons in World War ll. As a pilot, George depended on beacons. Located mainly on towers they were a rotating source of light to guide you. A guiding light. George felt that Masonry was a guiding light. These sentiments rang true with many others in attendance at the meeting as many of the brethren had served in World
War ll. The name “Beacon” was thus submitted by a committee, appointed at the previous meeting, and won
unanimous approval.
And there you have it, boys and girls. The story of the farmer, the goose, the pilot, and the beacon. Remember
that a beacon is not a destination. It is just a guiding light along the way. I hope Freemasonry will always be
your guiding light.
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THE EVOLUTION OF INSTALLING A MASTER
The Installation Ceremony, in our Constitution, is not classed as a degree. There is no mention of an Installation Ceremony prior to the formation of Grand Lodge in 1717. After that an Installation of a Master ceremony, only took place at the Consecration of a new lodge. On other occasions the Master and Officers were
elected and then took their stations. There is no evidence of an Obligation, Word or Grip. It was common to
have two elections of officers per year. The expose, “Three Distinct Knocks” printed in 1760 tells of the Installation Ceremony but at this date there still is no penal sign of an Installed Master. In 1792 a new twist
took place, at the proper time the Master Elect was taken out of the lodge room, accompanied only by Installed Masters, to an adjacent room where the ceremony took place. At this time there is still no indication
of Opening and Closing a Board of Installed Masters.
It was not until 1827 that the Grand Master of England seeing too much diversity, in the Installation Ceremony, set up a special committee to decide on one standard ceremonial. Where the committee got the present day legend and ritual from is a mystery. In the Bible we read the following: Adoniram, son of Abda, was
in charge of forced labour. On a rotational basis 10, 000 men were sent to cut timber in Tyre. They went to
Tyre for one month and came home for two. Adoniram was also the tax collector for King David, King Solomon, and Solomon’s son King Rehoboam. Adoniram held this position over a period of 40 years until it
ended when the people of Israel stoned him to death. The reason being that they were tired of being overtaxed and also they felt that the levy of forced labour was too high.
It was not until the year 1872 that the Grand Lodge of Scotland recognized the Board of Installed Masters
Ceremonial and decided to adopt the ceremony as practiced in England. The reason for this action was that
Scottish Masters and Past Masters, when visiting England were not allowed to be present at the Ceremony
practiced by the Board of Installed Masters.
Wishing to know how the ceremony was originally carried out we must look to Ireland, as much of the old
ceremony has been preserved intact by the Grand Lodge of Ireland. The procedure is as follows, during the
communication of the secret instructions to the new Master, the Brethren were not required to leave the
Lodge room. They were, however, directed to gather themselves in the West, behind the Senior Warden’s
Chair. Here they stood with their faces looking to the West. In the meantime the Conclave of Installed Masters surrounded the Master’s Chair. It was then that the secret instructions were communicated, in a whisper, to the new Master.
At one time a brother had to be a Past Master to take the Royal Arch degree. This led to the working of the
Installation Ceremony for the purpose of qualifying brethren for the Royal Arch. This has since died out in
the English, Scottish and Irish Constitutions.

This information may be freely given to Masons, however the following recognition is requested.
Evolution of the Installation Ceremony by V.Wor. Bro. Norman Spencer United Masters Lodge,
New Zealand (blue)
Holy Bible – Book of Kings (green)
The Freemason at Work by Harry Carr (black)
It has been compiled by Wor. Bro. Barry D. Thom, P.M. Lodge McLeod #27
Grand Lodge of Newfoundland and Labrador (Feb. 2012)
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The 1946 Victory Stamp
by Bro. R. J. Meek, Nelson Lodge, 23

Since England first issued postage stamps—the famous
"Penny Blacks"—in 1840, only five special issues have
ever been printed. It is singularly gratifying to the Fraternity that the "Victory Issue" put on sale last June in
Gt. Britain contains much of masonic interest.
The 3 penny denomination of the Special Issue,
illustrated herewith, displays several masonic symbols
with unmistakable prominence. H.M. the King chose the
design himself from several submitted to him for the
commemorative Victory Issue.
The dominating feature of the three penny stamp is the face of King George VI surmounted by a
crown. Significantly, if the stamp is properly oriented, as a map with north to the top, the King is in the east.
In the centre flies a dove carrying the olive branch, from time immemorial the symbol of peace. It is a
familiar emblem, being found on the wands and collars of the Deacons.
Brotherly love amongst men is symbolized by the juxtaposition of the square and compasses. The former reminding us "to act on the square," and the latter "to keep in due bounds with ail mankiind. The compasses are at an angle of 45°, one point above and the other below the square, the position of Fellowcraft. It
should be noted that the older form of square is portrayed, this type is seen particularly in connection with the
Master’s jewel, also that of the Past Master. The two arms are of unequal length and represent the Greek letter
"G" or "Gamma," denoting "God, the Grand Geometrician of the Universe."
The presence of a trowel and portion of a brick wall are not without significance, both in the operative
and the speculative sense. While the trowel is not now recognized under the English or Canadian constitution,
it is an important symbol in the Scottish and the American Craft, emblematically spreading the cement of
brotherly love among mankind. Also cleverly depicted in the curlicue engraving are five Ys denoting the 15
Fellowcrafts associated with the legend in the English work. The other symbols are surrounded or nestled and
protected by this emblematical group.
The Freemason’s Chronicle of London, states: "It is singularly appropriate that the message thus conveyed by these emblems should be found, one may be almost permitted to surmise with purpose aforethought
on the part of our M.W. Brother, the King, Past Grand Master, on the 3d. issue of the new stamps, used only
for postage to foreign lands where the full significance of these emblems may not be lost, and the need for
their reminder have greater force."
Reynold Stone, a descendant of Sir Joshua Reynolds, the celebrated portrait painter, is the designer.
Although a relatively young man he achieved a degree of fame for his engravings of the Royal Coat of Arms
for the Coronation Service.
Of interest to stamp collectors, the photogravure process was used for the Victory Issue. They are
printed on special paper supplied by the firm making paper for the Bank of England notes. Only 24,000,000
of the 3d. have been issued. Post Office officials expect the issue to last about two months, after which no
fresh supplies will be printed.
After World War I, several "Peace" or "Reconstruction" issues were printed. The 25 mark German Republic stamp of 1919 depicts a trowel and bricks similar to the English 3d. King Solomon’s Throne was featured some years ago on an Abyssinian stamp—their "King of Kings" claims direct descent from King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba. Many other issues of more obscure symbolism can be found by keen philatelists.
The appearance of masonic symbols on a postage stamp in such a distinctive manner must surely be
without precedent, and from this point of view the 3d. English "Victory Issue" is perhaps the most interesting
stamp ever printed.
Masonic Bulletin, Grand Lodge of British Columbia and Yukon. vol x, no. 1, September 1946. p. 8
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The Grand Master's Visit
The Grand Master of Masons came to our Lodge the other night. You could tell from his bemused expression that it was a strange experience for him. Nobody addressed him as "Most
Worshipful." He didn't wear a gold-trimmed apron of elaborate design, a chain of office, or a
pocket jewel with a glittering diamond. There was no committee of distinguished Past Masters and Past District Deputy Grand Masters to present him in a dramatic, candle-lit ceremony
held in an otherwise darkened Lodge room. His wife wasn't introduced, or even invited, nor
was there a ladies' program during the Lodge meeting for the Brothers; the wives stayed
home for the evening. The Master of the Lodge wasn't even there to greet him beforehand,
nor was the Senior Warden; the Junior Warden was in charge of the Lodge. There was no
elaborate banquet before (or after) Lodge, complete with toasts and speeches and tickets
sold dearly around the area with many disappointed that they could not obtain one; the
Stewards had some ice cream and cookies after the communication, and one Brother had
made a pot of coffee for those who had come early. Nobody received any special awards or
certificates, carefully saved up for weeks so that the great man could make the presentation
to the Brothers. No Brother took the man's auto to be topped off for his trip home.
What kind of sorry excuse for a Lodge is this, you must be asking. How could a Master plan
so poorly or be so ignorant of the proper protocols and procedures for receiving such an important guest? The Brothers of that Lodge must be embarrassed to have acquitted themselves in such shabby fashion and to have had such feckless leadership, surely.
Nothing of the sort, I tell you! Every detail of the evening was in accord with the established
customs and practices of the Craft. Not a letter or word of ritual was out of place, and all
went according to the plan of the Worshipful Master, no matter how incredible that sounds.
You see, this was not the sitting Grand Master, nor a Past Grand Master, nor one of the line
officers of the Grand Lodge acting as Grand Master or soon to be Grand Master. No, this man
is the Grand Master of Masons some twenty-three years from now, and he was receiving his
first degree in Masonry at our Lodge. None of us knew, as we prepared him for his first experience in Freemasonry, that he would be Grand Master in somewhat more than two decades. Surely, he didn't know himself—in fact, he probably didn't know that there _was_ such
a thing as a Grand Master, and may not even have been clear on the idea of the Master of a
Lodge, especially since the Jr. Warden was acting in that role.
His father was a Mason (how often we hear that!), but never spoke to his son much about
Masonry (that too!), leaving him uninformed of what Dad did those three or four nights of
the month when the rest of the family ate dinner without him. His grandfathers, too, were
(Continued on page 25)
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(Continued from page 24)

Masons, but our initiate was too young when they passed to the Celestial Lodge to have
learned much from them about the Craft. So his initiation was an entirely strange experience, unlike anything he had encountered before.
A strange experience, but not an unpleasant one, because the members of the Lodge went
out of their way to make the new Brother's first night as a Mason a welcoming event. Just as
they have done for many another Brother and fellow before this one. No one left him alone
in the fellowship hall before or after the Degree while they talked with
Brothers they already knew. No one made him feel that the ritual of the Degree was simply a
long, boring ceremony to be gotten through. Rather, he was made to feel the center of the
experience, and that a score of men had taken time away from their families, the work
brought home from the office, the latest "reality" program on TV. The members of the Lodge
gave him the impression that they were truly glad to have him become a Mason and that
they expected him to be just as pleased to join them in the greatest organization in their corner of the world.
When a candidate presents himself at Lodge for his Entered Apprentice degree--or a sojourning Mason from some other jurisdiction who has moved to your neighborhood shows up at a
stated communication and requests an examining committee--how do you treat him? Is he
really a friend you haven't met yet, or are those merely words on a dusty and slightly crumpled placard tacked on the Lodge bulletin board? Every one of those famous Masons on the
lists we post around the World Wide Web was once a "nobody" being prepared by a Steward
to knock at the door of the Lodge.
Therefore: Resolve to treat every new Mason and every new visitor as if he might be a future
Lodge Secretary, if not Grand Master! Who knows but that this might be a prophecy that fulfills itself! Our actions, both for good and for ill, have consequences that we seldom foresee.
This article was written by Worshipful Brother Roger M. Firestone, 33°
and is reprinted from The Scottish Rite Journal, 2012 November-December issue.
Pareto principle which I’m sure if you haven’t heard of it
most people here will know it. It is also called the Law of the
vital few.
It can be used in many scenarios it basically says
 80 percent of results come from 20 percent of efforts
 80 percent of activity will require 20 percent of resources
 80 percent of usage is by 20 percent of users
 80 percent of the difficulty in achieving something lies in
20 percent of the challenge
 80 percent of problems come from 20 percent of causes
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80 percent of complaints come from 20 percent of people
80 percent of road traffic accidents are caused by 20
percent of drivers
And of course 80 percent of Lodge work is done by 20
percent of the members

No one here can dispute these numbers and the sad thing
about it, is the 20 percent are always the same brethren.

If it is to be - it is up to me
May 2013
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Concordant Bodies
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Lodge of Perfection, Central Valley
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday, 8:00 pm
Freemason Hall, 4722 - 49B Ave, Lacombe, AB
Contact Jim Innes, 403-343-3086
Royal Arch, Lebanon #38
Meetings: Third Thursday
Apollo Lodge Hall, 5114-50 Ave Stettler, AB
Contact: Jim Lockhart, jlockhart@xplorenet.com 403-742-5775
Mountain View #1 (Olds) 1st Tuesday - Venus #2 (Red Deer) 2nd Monday
Alexandra #4 (Lacombe) 2nd Tuesday - Victoria #14 (Stettler) 3rd Monday
Innisfail #37 (Innisfail) 1st Thur.
Al Azhar - (Calgary) - Red Deer Unit
Meetings - 3rd Wed. Freemason Hall, 4811-52nd Street, Red Deer, AB, Pres.:
President: Noble Bill Canning 403-346-4414 railandtrail@shaw.ca
Secretary: Noble Jim (JJ) Corbett 403-341-6065 b.canning@telus.net
Al Shamal - (Edmonton) - Regional Club: Battle River
Contacts: Cliff McDermott - Red Deer ccmcde@shaw.ca
Don Anderson - Stettler - darand@telusplanet.net
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St. Patrick Days parade in Dallas Texas…….SOS ….Shriners on Segways
Now that looks like fun...

Brethren of the Lodge of Perfection, Central Alberta Valley, welcomed new members to the
Lodge by enacting the 4th degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. The Lodge of
Perfection covers the 4th to the 14th degrees and is open for all Master Masons to apply for
membership. They meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month (July & August excluded) at the
Freemason Hall in Lacombe -7:30 pm.
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Anybody could have told you that everybody knew
That this was something somebody would surely have to
do.
Nobody was unwilling; anybody had the ability.
But nobody believed that it was their responsibility.
It seemed to be a job that anybody could have done,
If anybody thought he was supposed to be the one.
But since everybody recognized that anybody could,
Everybody took for granted that somebody would.
But nobody told anybody that we are aware of,
That he would be in charge of seeing it was taken care of.
And nobody took it on himself to follow through,
And do what everybody thought that somebody would

May 2013

page 28

do.
When what everybody needed to do did not get done at
all,
Everybody was complaining that somebody dropped the
ball.
Anybody then could see it was an awful crying shame,
And everybody looked around for somebody to blame.
Somebody should have done the job
And Everybody should have,
But in the end Nobody did
What Anybody could have.
Ask yourself which one are you?
Anybody, everybody, somebody or nobody.

Brethren; below are a couple of Canadian Masonic Suppliers I have run across this past month. I have not had any transactions with
either of them, but copied them off the Internet and pass the information on just for your perusal.

Canadian Masonic Supply Ltd
117 MacLeod Trail High River Alberta T1V 1M4 Canada
Tel 403-603 3330 Toll Free 1 855-66MASON
info@masonicsupplyshop.com
www.masonicsupplyshop.com

Introducing CanadianMasonic.com
A Canadian supplier of Quality Masonic Regalia and Accessories
at reasonable prices.
My site is very new and while I do not carry everything Masonic, I do carry the essential needs of Lodges and
members in Canada and abroad. Please take a moment to see a few of the specials I am offering in this email
or better yet, visit the www.CanadianMasonic.com website and see my full product list for yourself.
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