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Once again Brethren our Masonic year
draws to a close with Lodges in the District
installing new officers and, - except for
Eureka #10 in Lacombe - shutting down for
the summer. Time to put ―THE WORK‖
away and relax – or take it out to learn a
new part. But Masonry doesn’t have to be
forgotten over the summer months. There’s
a still lot of Masonic fun to be had.
June 11th & 12th – Grand Lodge Communication, Deerfoot Inn & Casino, 11500-35
St.SE Calgary
June 15th – Lodge of Perfection BBQ, Bur-

bank Campground
June 17th – Innisfail Out Door Lodge
July 16th , 17th & 18th – District Family
Campout West of Rocky Mountain House
July 26th – Beacon #190 Zoo Cruise
July 27th – Eureka regular meeting
Aug 24th (21st?) – Eureka regular meeting –
District Golf (?) Pig Roast (?)
July ? Stampede Lodge, Calgary
July 21st – Lodge meeting at Fort Edmonton
What ever you do, hope you have a great
summer - you’ve earned it - enjoy it!
See you in the fall
W. Bro. Clark Johnston
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As the Masonic year draws to a close we Congratulation RW
Bro. Randall Robinson for a job well done as District Deputy
Grand Master for Central District. He dedicated many hours
to visiting Lodges and assisting the craft while spending a
good portion of his time on the other side of the world.
As the jewel of office is passed on it is hoped many
Brethren will be attending Grand Lodge Communication in
Calgary on June 12th for the installation of our new
D.D.G.M , VW (soon to be RW) Bro. Brent Chalmers of
Eureka Lodge #10 in Lacombe.
Central District Officers 2008 - 2009

District Secretary
Masonic Higher Education &
Bursary
Masonic Foundation
Research & Education

W. Bro. Scott Campbell

403-318-7775

prairesand@shaw.ca

W. Bro. Mitch Thompson

403-309-2544

waycat@telusplanet.net

W Bro. Bob Cantwell
W Bro. Bob Cantwell

403-986-4242
403-986-4242

rrc1@telus.net
rrc1@telus.net

District Education Challenge 2010
Innisfail #8

visits

Britannia #18

Apollo #29

visits

Kitchener #95

Eureka #10

visits

Innisfail #8

Red Deer #12

visits

Mountain View
#16
Britannia #18

Feb 9th

June 17th

Kenilworth #29

visits

Apollo #29

Eureka #10

April 27th

Kitchener #95

visits

Mountain View #16

visits

Lochearn #151

April 8th

Lochearn #151

visits

Beacon #190

visits

Red Deer #12

Beacon #190

visits

Kenilworth #29

May 20th
April 5th

June 1st

Central District Lodges - Meeting Nights
Innisfail #8

Innisfail

3rd Thursday

8:00 PM

Eureka #10

Lacombe

4th Tuesday

8:00 PM

Red Deer #12

Red Deer

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Mountain View #16

Olds

1st Monday

8:00 PM

Britannia #18

Ponoka

1st Wednesday

8:00 PM

Apollo #27

Stettler

3rd Thursday

8:00 PM

Kenilworth #29

Red Deer

1st Tuesday

7:30 PM

Kitchener #95

Rimbey

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Lochearn #151

Rocky Mountain House

2nd Thursday

7:30 PM

Beacon #190

Red Deer

4th Monday

7:30 PM

Some District Lodges have a meal before the Lodge meeting - check for times

Central District Web Page

http://mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm
Check the web site for links to reading material & videos discussed at the District Meeting
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

May 2010

page 2

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

May 2010

page 3

GMOB
―The Good Men Of Beacon‖
Make surprise visits to celebrate some special Birthdays in March:

MW Bro. Jim Roberts and his wife Vi & the GMOB on the occasion of Jim’s 90th Birthday.
(and it took us this long to get the correct date recorded on the Lodge records.)

RW. Bro. Bert Dueck and the GMOB + Kenilworth on the occasion of Bro. Dueck’s
82nd Birthday in March. Bro. Dueck passed to the Grand Lodge above on Wednesday
May 5th, 2010. Thank you to the Brethren who attended and participated at his funeral
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Brethren;
You are invited to Innisfail Lodge No.8 ’ s annual outdoor Lodge meeting on Thursday, June 17,
2010. The meeting will be preceded by a barbecue. Excellent locally raised & processed bison and
beef steaks will be available for purchase from Bro. Ivan Smith, proprietor of Big Bend market
( S outh Pointe Common, Red Deer ) and partner in Big Bend Bison Ranch. Refreshments will also
be available. Fixing ’ s & salads will be supplied by the Lodge. You are of course welcome to BYO
food or refreshments. If any brother cares to donate food or beverage items you are of course most
welcome. Donations to our Junior Wardens fund for the meal & beverages will be gratefully accepted and faithfully applied.
The preparations for the barbecue will commence around 6 PM. The Lodge will tyle at 7PM sharp.
We have a new venue this year and we will be comfortable ( under roof if rain ) or shine, although
warm clothing is always a good idea, this being Alberta Please plan to bring lawn chairs, and better
yet, bring a brother who does not get out much! Good fellowship, fresh air, and a good meal and a
bit of local history are almost guaranteed!
Address:

355050 R R 31A Red Deer County

NW – 2-35-3-W5

Directions:
1. From South Innisfail overpass, go west ~21 km on the Cottonwood Road to Range Road 25,
turn left. Proceed south ~3.2 km, turn right on to Township Road 350 , go to step 3
2. From Bowden overpass, one would precede west ~ 16.2 km on Highway 587 to Range Road
25, turn right, proceed north ~3.2 km, then left on TWP 350
3. On TWP Road 350, proceed west ~ 4km. TWP 350 then bends to the north and becomes RR
31A. You will pass a large old barn on the left, ( site of the former Moose Ridge post office!)
and ~1 km north you will see a burgundy & gray shop building to the west, which is the location of
the meeting.
The favour a reply indicating how many plan to attend will help the Lodge ensure we have the appropriate amount of sustenance and refreshment, but please do not hesitate to join us at the last
minute. Your attendance will be appreciated.
Please reply to W. Bro. Ian Stuart at 403-357-4912 or
to our secretary W. Bro John Marshal 403-227-6343
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Oklahoma Masonic Indian Degree Team
Around the year of 1948 there was a group of Oklahoma Indians
that got together to put on some Masonic Degree work. It was
very well received by those who witnessed the effort. In 1950 ,
part of the 1948 group decided to form the Oklahoma Masonic Indian Degree Team. Every year since, the Team has traveled all
over the U.S. and Europe to put on the Maser Mason Degree. In
the past, until now, there has been comparatively little change in
Team. The Directors have been Fred Hays, Bunny Manly, Bob
Archiquette, Ron Chambers, Terry Adams and currently Donald
R. (Butch) McIntosh. Raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason and added to the Team in 1959, Bob Archiquette who has been
with us at almost every one of the Team's Degrees and is still participating with the Team. The Team also consist of 13 Past Masters and the other are in line at
the present time. The Team has never charged for their work and will not do mock Degrees. One of our largest degrees put on previously, was a count of approximately
4,500 brethren present and that was in Delaware , sometimes we have done the Degree when
the Team has outnumbered the people in the lodge. Regardless we still put on the same degree.
The Team is not made up of members from any one Lodge, but from several. All the Brothers
must live in the State of Oklahoma and be willing to travel two and occasionally three week(Continued on page 6)
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ends a month, if the Team can travel from Tulsa to a Lodge in an hour, we will work week
nights. This amount of travel time during a year can be stressful on home life, but we have a
very supportive "home team". On occasion, the "home team" gets to "go on the road"; that is
to say the wives of the Team get invited to visit when the ladies of the Lodge members for
whom the Team is doing the Degree work. It is through this fellowship that many longstanding friendship, for both the members and the wives, have been built. Team members
genuinely enjoy getting to know their Brethren from other states and finding kindred spirits in
Masonry.
Since the early 60's the Team has had picture postcards available as a memento of their degree
work. The donations received through these help to pay for their travels. Lately, they have
added lapel pins, ball caps, and coins as another souvenir. When the Team travels out of state,
they ask the requesting Lodge pay for travel, food and lodging. In recent years , members of
the Team have put on a traditional Indian dance programs and Storytelling of legends and tales
to help some of the Lodges defray part of the cost of their travel. This has been a favorite, not
only of the Lodge members, but also their ladies and family members. This is the only time
that the ladies and children can see the Team members in their authentic tribal regalia or dance
clothes. The Team often visits the Shrine hospitals located near the Degree work. They enjoy
their talks with the kids and staff, and perform their dance programs for them.
The Native American Nations represented on the team
They put on a degree for the
are Apache, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Cherobrothers attending the Eastern
kee, Creek, Keetoowah, Oneida , Ottawa , Quapaw,
Shawnee . In the past members have been Delaware , Star general Grand Session in
Oklahoma last year, which was
Kaw, Kiowa, Pawnee and Ponca.
attended by a couple of Bros,
This is "The oldest Degree Team" in existence today,
from Central District. They have
and mostly that is because as a Team the group has
passed on very favourable renever stopped or had a break since inception - over fifty ports—if you get the chance it’s a
year ago. The OMIDT have raised over 900 to the Mas- degree not to be missed.as an
ter Mason Degree. THEY ARE the only known Indian event
Degree Team.
Most good Masonic work is done by Masons outside,
 away from Lodge,
 often unknown to other lodge members.
Many members work for the good of mankind because they have learned
 if they don't do it nobody will.

We learn as a group,
 we make things happen one to one -by Tom Thornton via the Internet
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A Masonic Thought - picked up from the Internet:
You all should notice, it is common for a new member to come aboard, look around and suggest things to be done to improve Masonry
But their background understanding is business were the top does the management. They get
further miss information when they learn about our Grand Lodge and Grand Staff and all the
committees we have.
They fail to note the Grand Lodge & Grand Staff and many of the committees are really without management powers. That we function from the bottom up, each Lodge really determines
and lives or dies by the action of its' individual members.
They usually completely miss the fact while we are 'we' all our activity is done by one member who chooses a project plans & makes it happen, ( with assistance from other who are always willing to help ).

So we are really a big 'we' who does nothing….
but many "I" s who do a lot.

!!! think about that !!!
By; Bro. Tom Thornton

A palindrome reads the same backwards as forward. This video reads the
exact opposite backwards as forward. Not only does it read the opposite,
the meaning is the exact opposite.
This is only a 1 minute, 44 second video and it is brilliant. Make sure
you read as well as listen…forward and backward.
So simple and yet so brilliant. Take a minute and watch it.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=42E2fAWM6rA
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Bro. Joe Curry is a member of Beaches Lodge #473 GRC who is currently serving in Afghanistan. Attached is a report from him and a picture of the first
Lodge (Canada Lodge U.D.) meeting in Kandahar.
May the Great A.O.T.U. protect him and all Canadian and US soldiers and
bring them home safe.
Brethren,
Last night the brethren of Canada Lodge U.D. were visiting the Widow's Son Military
Lodge #202, a Prince Hall Lodge here in KAF. While lodge was about to open in the
3rd, KAF came under attack. We are regularly attacked by indirect fire from rockets,
but last night in concert with indirect fire there was a frontal ground attack on the base
and we received word that the perimeter had been breached. The Worshipful Master calmly directed the Tyler to lock the door and put a round in the chamber of his M4. This was done and we continued with the sound of warning sirens and and explosions outside (when there is a rocket attack we are to stay under shelter anyway).
I am quite certain that in the history of Masonry the door of the lodge has rarely been
Tyled in this way.
I am glad to report that I am safe, and that while there were Canadians injured last
night in the attack last night, we did not suffer any loss of life.
Sincerely and Fraternally,
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter
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The Brethren of Beacon #190 held a ―Table Lodge‖ durning the festive board portion of their April meeting. I
was not present at this event, however I am sure the often repeated question about Lodges being held in Pubs
was asked - the following and history of the early ―Pub‖ Lodges.
THE ENGLISH TAVERN LODGE

Bro. Robert G. Davis.
If a man is going to present a paper on the English drinking establishment, he ought to begin
with a joke.
My favorite drinking story is about the fellow who walked into a tavern, sat down at
the end of the bar and ordered three beers. The bartender noticed he was sitting there drinking
and laughing and chuckling to himself, and he got a little curious and asked him about it. The
fellow said, ―I’m alone in this town and I miss my two brothers and the good times we’ve
had. So, now and then I have a beer for each of us and think about old times.‖ The bartender
was impressed with this sentiment of brotherly love. Several weeks later, however, he noticed
that the man was only drinking two beers. He says, ―I noticed you’re only drinking two beers
now. Did something happen to one of your brothers?‖ ―Naw, they’re fine,‖ he aswered. ―But
I quit drinking last Sunday.‖
It is perhaps a bit unsettling to some of us when we learn that our old, venerated institution was born in a tavern. But, the fact is that, many, if not most of the early Lodges in
England and in our own colonies, reached their adulthood without ever seeing the walls of a
temple, a meeting house, or any other place commonly looked upon today as a place of dignity
and respect.
Indeed, few Lodges that were founded in the 17th century, or even in the first half of
the 18th century, met anywhere except in a tavern. And the Masons of the period would not
have had it any other way.
The reason, of course, for this was partly because the process of becoming a Mason
was less formal and elaborate in the operative and early speculative period. It is necessary to
remember that there is not a single reference to Masonic degrees in any minutes of any Lodge
in existence prior to the second decade of the 18 th century.1 The process of becoming a Mason
was far less formal. The ―making of a brother‖ or to ―Make a Mason,‖ were the only designations provided for, and all candidates were ―entered.‖
The process of becoming a Mason consisted of taking the obligation, the communication of the ―Mason word‖ and signs, recitation of the Old Charges and legendary history. Even in Lodges that used a tracing board to describe the symbolism, this was done by
tracing the emblems on the floor with charcoal and chalk, set in an oblong square. The floor
was usually clay time. Hence, the reference to chalk,, charcoal, and clay in the Entered Apprentice Degree.2 When the candidate had thus been instructed, he was given a mop and pail
and ordered to wash away the floor drawings. He then retired to collect whatever he left in the
preparation room prior to the ceremony.
Then, the real fun began-which will explain one of the great advantages of holding
Lodge meetings in the tavern. After the making ceremony was concluded, a table was usually
(Continued on page 10)
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put in place of the tracing board, and the members sat around it for the purpose of feasting,
toasting, and reciting the Apprentice Lecture. 3 Smoking and drinking were permitted, of
course, and every brother present could propose as many toasts as he wanted. 4
It was easy to reconstruct the Lodge scene. Brother Arthur Heiron gave us a wonderful account of the first 100 years of Dundee Lodge No. 18 of London in his book of the
same title.5 From sometime before 1717 until 1739, the meetings of Dundee Lodge were held
at Ship Tavern in Bartholomew Lane, London, next to the Bank of England. Then in 1738 the
brethren purchased a tavern on the Thames, at Pelican Stairs, Old Wapping, London. Heiron
reported:
We purchased tables in 1749 having six leaves which were set out on trestles in the middle of
the lodge. At first the brethren were seated on chairs at these tables, but as membership increased, forms were provided in place of the chairs as being more convenient. Thirty yards of
bordered green cloth were purchased to cover them with, and on these tables were placed
bowls of steaming punch, bottles of wine, rum, hollands, brandy, sugar, lemons, nutmegs and
Glasses, whilst for the smokers the stewards (called churchwardens at the time) provided
screws of tobacco and pipe lights.6
When everything was in order, and the brethren were seated, the lecture would commence. Thee concerned each brother’s personal knowledge about Masonic history, symbolism
and virtues. The Master presided and put various questions to the Senior and Junior Wardens. Sometimes his round-robin method of asking questions was adopted and the queries
went round the table, each brother in turn being invited to reply.
While some knowledge was undoubtedly imparted at these settings, there was also
much jocularity. It was reported in the minutes of one Lodge that ―in the intervals between the
questions and answers in these Masonic lectures, one of our swarthy sea-members a foreigner
wearing a pigtail fresh from a long sea voyage, with face tanned by the sun in far off seas, full
of fun, and having eaten his orange, threw the peel at members sitting opposite him at the table!‖7
Horseplay simply went along with the excitement of being or becoming a Mason. On occasion it became too much a problem, and the Lodge would enact laws to control
the situation. In the case of Dundee Lodge, a rule was enacted in 1764 that ―any brother who
is a member of this lodge shall . . . make good all damage that he may do or cause to be done
to any of the furniture, etc.‖8 Extracts from the cash books of Lodges indicate numerous payments were made for wine, rum, brandy, and liquors, and also for punch bowls and repairs to
the same.
In addition to the appetizing aroma of steaming punch, the hearty round of toasts, the
lectures, and the humor provided by the brethren, various songs were also sung; the most famous perhaps being the ―Enter’d Prentice’s Song.‖ As one would expect, it is not unusual to
find wine stains and thumb marks on the old song books used in the Lodges of this period.
Now, any self-respecting male in the audience tonight can easily see the attraction of
being an 18th century Mason. The fraternal bond that such an environment would produce for
the male psyche is hard to discount. Before the ladies walk out n me for deflating their image
(Continued on page 11)
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that our institution ahs an unimpeachable moral fabric, as wee have always promised, let me
assure you that the tavern had an entirely different reputation in the days just described.
Unlike today, taverns were not associated with the slums of the city. They were not
places where all manner of sins were influenced, if not committed; and where would be found
only the lost, the lowly, and the destitute. Those who frequented the 18th century tavern did not
lead an unpretentious life. The 18th century tavern was an institution in itself. In many respects it was the same sort of place as the commercial neighborhood pub frequented at lunch
and after work by the business and professional man today. It was a venerable establishment,
indeed, and it had a much broader purpose. Considering its influence in establishing connections and facilitation true male bonding, friendship and comradery, it is perhaps a sad truth that
the world has left it standing in the 18th century.
In its time, the history of any town or village could hardly have been written without
making mention of taverns. By the close of the Middle ages, the tavern was already established as a commercial centre for overland transport and communications. It was the main
staging point for the thousands of carriers who rode the kingdom, distributing commodities
and newspapers ever week to all parts of the country. 9
The tavern, or English alehouse, was also a pillar of social activity for the affluent
and well-to-do, as well as the labouring man. Each individual tavern had its own clientele, depending on its location and social traditions. Regardless of which class each catered to, by the
post-Reformation period, the tavern was the chief meeting place for the country gentleman,
making connections and doing business with the many prominent members of the urban middle and upper class and for tradesman seeking work with employers.
These inns were the scene of activity for celebrations, dinners, feasts, balls, assemblies, concerts, societies, scientific, religious and other lectures, trade association meetings,
election gatherings, Whig and Tory clubs, hunt meets, magic shows, traveling exhibitions and
Freemason’s Halls.10
While their popularity would dwindle significantly with the modern era; still, during
mucho the period that saw the birth and early growth of Freemasonry, the tavern was a handsome establishment, sometimes extravagant, but always equipped to serve the economic, social, political an cultural life of both the English ruling and working classes.
If we set aside the informal nature of its ceremony and the jocularity, which prevailed at Lodge meetings, it is easy to see why the tavern provided an attractive environment
for the Mason of the day. It was far more than just a drinking establishment. It was a substantial institution in every respect, and it offered commodious space for those requiring assembly
and privacy.
The tavern structures themselves were usually fairly large in size. Most had several
rooms and large cellars. One in London boasted of ―two floors with garrets and 30 seats on
each floor.‖ Another had ―8 tables, seats and trestles, a large array of pots, and barrels of wine
worth in all about 7 pounds.11 Ten rooms or more were common in London. Many also had
elaborate signs over the door, advertising the kind of wine that was for sale inside. Tavern
keepers themselves were often prominent figures in the community, holding considerable prop(Continued on page 12)
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erties. It was no wonder that they attracted the movers and shakers of the day. One Thomas
Decker urged any man that ―desires to be a man of good reckoning in the city to take his continual diet at the tavern.‖13
Taverns were, simply stated, places where business was done, investments were arranged, lawyers and physicians consulted, and clubs met. In fact, almost every establishment
of any repute had its own club. In addition to Masonic Halls, some were renowned for their
clubs for poets and dramatists. The Mermaid in Bread Street, for instance, was a favorite
meeting place for Sir Walter Raleigh, William Shakespeare, Ben Johnson, and John
Donne. After the restoration of the monarchy in 1660, the influence of these clubs was evidenced by the fact that many tavern scenes were a stock feature of all the bet plays. 14
It is also interesting to note that by the 18th century, alehouses were the primary locations for the members of the London Trade Guilds to seek and find employment. It was a time
when the traditional Operative Guild system and its controls were breaking down. The alehouses actually began operating as replacement for the Guilds. 15 The houses were particularly
valued by the seasonal trades. As these occupations were usually functioning in a boom or
bust environment, the Masters encouraged their journeymen to be available at the public
houses so they could quickly retain them whenever an employer was in need of labor.
The alehouses worked successfully as points of call because the afforded an important rendezvous for the craftsmen. Men even functioned as benevolent societies, helping each
other out through a box of fraternal assistance that was routinely passed to everyone at the establishment, or at club or Lodge meetings.
The setting was certainly favourable for the creation of Freemason’s Lodges, and
evidence is conclusive that Lodges had a general appeal to the craftsmen of the period. There
is little doubt that some Lodges evolved directly from the patrons of the alehouse or alehouse
guild. There is also little doubt that the ritual of the fraternity, is in part, adapted from the secret ceremonies of the trade guilds.
All four of the London Lodges that organized to form the Grand Lodge of England
met in alehouses for their own meetings. Scholars know the names of the taverns in which
they met – the Goose and Gridiron Alehouse in St. Paul’s Churchyard was the meeting place of
what is now called the Lodge of Antiquity No. 2; the Lodge at Crown Alehouse (no longer in
existence); the Lodge at Apple Tree Tavern, now the Lodge of Fortitude and Old Cumberland
No. 12; and the Lodge at Rummer and Grapes Tavern, now known as Inverness Lodge, No. 4. 16
In addition the first discussion of the creation of Grand Lodge was held at the Apple
Tree Tavern, and the meeting to organize the Grand Lodge of England occurred in The Goose
and Gridiron Alehouse in St. Paul’s Churchyard. 17
With one exception, the membership of the four Lodges was largely recruited from
the ranks of the skilled workers and Masters of the craft guilds. The exception was the Rummer and Grapes Lodge No.4. It appears to have been a Lodge made up of aristocrats and others of social quality as to had no membership from the mason trade. 18
In all four of the founding Lodges, meetings were held monthly at the taverns with
an annual feast. The Lodges met in special rooms above or connected with their respective
(Continued on page 13)
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tavern. The landlord was usually the Tyler or the Treasurer. The charge of keeping the box of
fraternal assistance generally rested with him.
The Tavern was indeed an institution of social progress. It offered a place where the
craftsmen could emulate the practices of the more affluent; it kept the groups together and their
rituals alive. The tavern created a sense of group or class awareness and identity.
It also made these craftsmen more aware that their positions or occupations were
fragile. Many of the trades were inclined to injury, and ill health was always a problem. The
clubs, or Lodges, through their own beneficence, offered some security against these problems. Finally, taverns were a popular means of making money for the landlords, and thus, new
clubs and societies were encouraged. New members were generally required to purchase a
quart of bee or more every club night.
By the middle decades of the 18th century, therefore, every larger alehouse had a club
or Lodge, and each establishment had its own peculiar character. That Freemasonry grew so
rapidly during this period, with such a diverse group of Lodges, and with a mix of all ranks and
manners of men, could have happened because of the influence of the taverns and tavern life
on the society as a whole.
It was not long, however, before this situation came to an end. By the 1770’s, many
of the middle and upper class males began to take their liquor at home. 19 A growing number of
clergy, once frequent tavern patrons, turned to condemning the alehouses. Restraint in public
drinking became a popular cause of the religious activists, urging against the bad example it set
for the lower classes. In addition, the medical community began to denounce the ills of drunkenness and champion the cause of ―healthy sobriety.‖ 20
By 1800 there was a new class of consciousness that poured its energy into the development of art galleries, scientific endeavors, literary and philosophical societies. 21 The
Hanoverian Era had arrived in the preceding century, and social customs began changing rapidly. The artisans increasingly moved to the parlor as a preserve for the more respected customers. In London and other major cities, coffee houses began to spread quickly, replacing the
old alehouse and public drinking establishments as the place where one could get food, drink,
and the news of the day.22
It was at this time many Masonic Lodges established their own premises, moving to
the more commodious structures, subletting parcels of property for commercial ventures and
developing a national network of benefits and sociability to its members. The Lodge brethren
of the late 1700s were undoubtedly caught up in the great wave of Hanovarian Society, where
class was important, and the privatization of leisure was realized through the identity of each
organization by the real and personal property it owned.
The alehouse, then, was, for all practical purposes, short lived as a host for the Masonic institution. During its peak of activity and influence, however, it served as a vehicle for
cultural transformation. It helped English society to hold to its traditional values in a period of
rapid commercialization and industrialization. It provided a way in which the citizenry could
adapt to the new tempo of society. It s universal network of communication among the business elite and the working classes made the transition into the modern era one that brought new
(Continued on page 14)
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opportunities to essentially everyone. It helped to ease the turmoil of instability of the dying
guild system, and it fostered a new society of workmen, with different rules, and the promise
of an ever-widening circle of social institutions and agencies with which to be involved.
Above all, the tavern or the alehouse facilitated the transition from the operative to
the Speculative Lodge. It indeed served as the birthplace and favorite resort of Freemasonry
before and during the early Grand Lodge Era.
My brethren, this alone is enough to cause the firing glass to be raised once again in
toast:
To spend the walth of light and song,
That makes the lodge a sacred spot;
Oh, be the season ne’re forgot,
That takes us from a world of care
To happy scenes where Masons are!
By W.Bro. Robert G. Davis; Published in TRANSACTIONS TEXAS LODGE OF RESEARCH; Volume XXXI; Waco, Texas; 1996-97.
Submitted on-line by Bro. D. Roy Murray, King Solomon Lodge, No.58, GRS.
Harry Carr, ―800 Years of Craft Ritual‖ Transactions of Quatuor Coronati Lodge,
London, 24 June 1968. 160.
2
Arthur Heiron, ―The Craft In The 18th Century: in ibid., 37 January 1924. 64.
3
Ibid. 61. 4 Ibid. 60.
5
Arthur Heiron, Ancient Free and The Old Dundee Lodge No. 18,
1722-1920 (London: Kenning & Son. 1921)
6
Ibid. 63.
7
Heiron. ―The Craft In The 18th Century. 61.
8
Idem, ―Ancient Freemasonry‖. 51
9
Peter Clark, The English Alehouses: A Social History, 1200-1830
(London: Longman Group Ltd., 1938) 9.
10
Ibid. 10. 11 Ibid. 11. 12 Ibis. 13 Ibis 13. 14 Ibid. 15 Ibid. 230.
16
A.S. Frere (ed) Grand Lodge, 1717-1967 published for the Grand Lodge of
England by Oxford University press, 1967). 48.
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Bernard E. Jones, Freemasons Guide and Compendium, (New York;
Macoy Publishing, 1950), 170.
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A cowboy named Bud was overseeing his herd in a remote mountainous pasture in Alberta
When suddenly a brand-new BMW advanced toward him out of a cloud of dust.
The driver, a young man in a Brioni suit, Gucci shoes, RayBan sunglasses and YSL tie, leaned out the window
and asked the cowboy, "If I tell you exactly how many cows and calves you have in your herd, Will you give
me a calf?"
Bud looks at the man, obviously a yuppie, then looks at his peacefully grazing herd and calmly answers,
"Sure, Why not?"
The yuppie parks his car, whips out his Dell notebook computer, connects it to his Cingular RAZR V3 cell
phone, and surfs to a NASA page on the Internet, where he calls up a GPS satellite to get an exact fix on his
location which he then feeds to another NASA satellite that scans the area in an ultra-high-resolution photo.
The young man then opens the digital photo in Adobe Photoshop and exports it to an image processing facility
in Hamburg , Germany . ;
Within seconds, he receives an email on his Palm Pilot that the image has been processed and the data stored..
He then accesses an MS-SQL database through an ODBC connected Excel spreadsheet with email on his
Blackberry and, after a few minutes, receives a response.
Finally, he prints out a full-color, 150-page report on his hi-tech, miniaturized HP LaserJet printer, turns to the
cowboy and says, "You have exactly 1,586 cows and calves."
"That's right. Well, I guess you can take one of my calves," says Bud.
He watches the young man select one of the animals and looks on with amusement as the young man stuffs it
into the trunk of his car.
Then Bud says to the young man, "Hey, if I can tell you exactly what your business is, will you give me back
my calf?"
The young man thinks about it for a second and then says, "Okay, why not?"
You're a cabinet minister from Ottawa, says Bud.
"Wow! That's correct," says the yuppie, "but how did you guess that?"
"No guessing required." answered the cowboy. "You showed up here even though nobody called you; you
want to get paid for an answer I already knew, to a question I never asked. You used millions of dollars worth
of equipment trying to show me how much smarter than me you are; and
You don't know a thing about how working people make a living - or about cows, for that matter. This is a
herd of sheep. ....
Now give me back my dog.
* The four stages of man are infancy, childhood, adolescence, and obsolescence.
 Things turn out best for the people who make the best out of the way things turn out.
–Art Linkletter, 1912 - 2010
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Masonic Poets Society
http://www.mpoets.org/
The Haunted Hunter
By Charles Fotheringham
A Mason one day set out hunting,
Alone, and feeling so fine,
Out through the forest and muskeg,
Right into the timberline.
It started to rain, the elements
In pandemonium roared,
The lightning flashed and thundered,
The rain, it poured and poured.
He got soaked to the skin, and sheltered
Inside an old hollow tree,
He squeezed and squeezed inside it,
It was tight for a man such as he.
But he found 'twas better inside it
Than out in the rain as it poured,
For the rain came down in torrents,
He'd found the best place to be stored.
And now he started a-thinking
Of things he'd done amiss,
The times he could have done better,
My, how oft he had been remiss.

By this time the storm had abated,
The sun came out shining bright.
It started to dry out the tree trunk
In which he was wedged so tight.
He found he was stuck there and couldn't
Move any which way in that trunk.
For it seemed as the tree got drier,
It got tighter, he really felt "punk".
Well, again he started a-thinking
Of what his life might have been,
And there in that desperate position
His life passed by like a dream.
And then came the thought: he'd not paid
His dues to the Lodge, how he shrunk,
He began feeling smaller and smaller,
And climbed easily out of the trunk.
So, fellows, when comes time for paying
Your dues to the Lodge, do not flunk,
Just pay up and then you won't feel like
The guy who climbed out of the trunk.

Don’t Forget to visit the District Web Page at
www.mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm
Check out the monthly Masonic Mentor

Ideas and Information
for the Grand Lodge of Alberta Leaders
Contains information for every Mason - old and new
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Internet Lodge 9659
United Grand Lodge of England
Province of East Lancashire
http://internet.lodge.org.uk
Short Papers Competition 2007
The opinions reflected by the author are not necessarily those of Internet Lodge,
The Province of East Lancashire or the United Grand Lodge of England.
© 2008 Internet Lodge and the author - (republished with permission).

I Am Regular
Author Bro Karen Kidd – United States of America
This paper won the World Award in 2007, for the best short paper submitted by a
Mason who was not a member of a Lodge in the United Grand Lodge of England.
I am Regular.
I know this to be true, though I’ve heard otherwise. That because various Masonic jurisdictions (such as the United Grand Lodge of England, the US Malecraft Grand Lodges and etc.)
are not in amity with my jurisdiction, and because I’m a woman, I can’t possibly be Regular.
I’ve also been counseled that, slander though this be, I should take it in good part and be grateful my Malecraft brethren speak to me at all.
And yet I know myself to be Regular because the Ritual and Masonic jurisprudence say that I
am. So I am. By way of explanation, and within the context of this paper, I am about to use a
word many find most unpalatable. I mean it in its legal sense.
I am no one's bastard brother. I was conceived in the same place as are all the Brethren. Our
progenitor is the same. I was pr*ly pr*pared. I was received upon the same p*nt. I was made
in the b*dy of a L*dge J*st, P*rfect and R*gular.
I meet the criteria Bro. Albert Mackey1, and others, set down long ago:
- I am acknowledged as a Free and Accepted Mason
- I was initiated into our mysteries in that "certain manner"
- I was made with the assistance of, and under the superintendence of, seven (and more) Master Masons
- I share in common, with all Brothers, "the ready use of those signs and words which are used
by the other brethren."
This all occurred within my jurisdiction which, like all Masonic jurisdictions, claims no binding authority over the Freemasons in any other jurisdiction. Indeed, I have poured over the
books and I can find no instance in which *any* Freemasonic grand lodge, supreme council or
other supreme body ever claimed authority over any other such body.2 It is commonly accepted that no such body can make any pronouncement that is at all binding on any other such
body. Logically, this includes any pronouncements about regularity.
(Continued on page 18)
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Any Masonic supreme body may enter into amity agreements with other such bodies. And
they also may declare that they consider, within their own jurisdiction, those bodies not in
amity with them to be ―clandestine‖ and even ―irregular‖. This is their right.
However, their pronouncements about regularity outside their jurisdictions do not mean that
those other Freemasons in other jurisdictions are, in fact, irregular. Indeed, the only Brothers
any of these supreme bodies may accurately declare irregular are those in lodges within their
own sphere of authority.
This means a Brother is Regular by virtue of being so recognized within his/her own jurisdiction. No Brother upon the Earth requires recognition by any other jurisdiction to be Regular.
Each Brother is as Regular within their own jurisdiction as any other Brother is Regular within
their own jurisdiction.
So I speak a truth – and for some, a mystery – when I say, ―I am regular‖.
1 See question 777, ―How can a Mason prove his regularity‖ in Masonry Defined: A Liberal
Masonic Education, which is the compiled writings of Bro. Albert Mackey and others, as edited by E.R. Johnston.
2 Ibid, question 413, ―What is the jurisdiction of a Grand Lodge‖ and question 533, ―What is
the jurisdiction of a Masonic Lodge‖ and question 534, ―What is the extent of the jurisdiction
of a Grand Lodge‖.

Notice of
Change

Eureka Lodge #10
Grand Lodge of Alberta A.F. & A.M.
Central District - Lacombe, AB

Eureka #10 have changed their meeting schedule, they will now hold
Lodge in July and August and will go dark in January and February.
It sounds like they have some exciting plans for their summer meetings
so be sure to check them out.
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Central Alberta Valley, Lodge of Perfection
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
April 26, 2010
To All Brethren of Central District:
The members of Scottish Rite, Lodge of Perfection, Central Alberta Valley would like
to extend an invitation to all of our Masonic Brethren in the Lodges of Central District
and their families to participate in our annual yearend Barbecue on Tuesday, June 15,
2010.
This event is held at the Burbank Hall, located a few miles east of Blackfaids, and
starts around 5:00 PM. Although we haven't been rained out for a good number of
years, the Hall is set up to accommodate everyone indoors in case of inclement
weather.
Those who wish to attend are requested to bring their own meat to put on the barbecue, a salad, side dish or dessert large enough to share with several others and the
alcoholic or non‑alcoholic beverage of your choice. If you don't want to sit at a picnic
table, please bring your own folding chairs. Other helpful items would be a plate and
cutlery although there are always spare paper plates and plastic cutlery to be had for
those who have forgotten theirs at home.
This is a very informal event. Those who have attended have a tendency to want to
come out again, as the facility is first class as is the fellowship and food. If you have
concerns that you won't know anyone, be assured that you will most likely know at
least a few people and also be assured that you will receive a very warm welcome.
Please find enclosed directions to Burbank Hall and a short list of suggested items to
bring. The festivities start somewhere around 5:00 and usually end around 8:30 so no
one needs to drive home in the dark.
There is no need to RSVP; just come out for a good time.
Anyone wanting further information please contact Verne Otto, Clark Johnston or myself.
Fraternally,
Grant Dixon, Grand Chaplain, Central Alberta Valley
Grant Dixon (H) 403‑755‑2772 (W) 403‑887‑4200 Ext I
Clark Johnston 403‑347‑7099
Verne Otto 403‑782‑3988
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Grand Lodge of Alberta, A.F. & A.M.
Annual Communication
MW Bro. Brian Shimmons
June 11th & June 12th

June 11th & 12th
Calgary
Friday Saturday & Sunday

July 16th, 17th, & 18th
Rocky Mountain
House
Monday

July 26, 2010
Sylvan Lake

Deerfoot Inn & Casino
11500 - 35th Street S.E. Calgary, AB

Central Masonic District
Campout & Fellowship
Hosted by Lochearn #151
Rocky Mountain House
Come for the weekend
Bring Family & Friends & Musical Talents!

Beacon #190
Annual Masonic Zoo Cruise
2.5 hour cruise on Sylvan lake,
Includes a steak BBQ & cash bar.
Sails at 7pm
main pier at south end of beach
(opposite A&W Restaurant)
Tickets $25.00/person in advance - Max. 40 tickets
Contact: Bro. Mark Honert J.W.
403-896-4465

For more information on upcoming events visit:
www.mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm
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Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Lodge of Perfection, Central Valley
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday, 8:00 pm
Freemason Hall, 4722 - 49B Ave, Lacombe, AB
Contact Vern Otto, 403-782-3988
Royal Arch, Lebanon #38
Meetings: Third Thursday
Apollo Lodge Hall, 5114-50 Ave Stettler, AB
Contact: Jim Lockhart, jim.lockhart@ufa.com 403-742-5775
Al Azhar Shriners - A.A.O.N.M.S. Red Deer Unit
Meetings - 3rd Wednesday
Freemason Hall, 4811-52nd Street, Red Deer, AB
Contact: Box 42, Red deer, AB, T4N 5E7
Club Pres. Dude Hughs dmhughes@xplornet.com 403-356-1807
1st Vice Garry Hodge ghodge@shaw.ca 403-356-1807
Mountain View #1 (Olds) 1st Tuesday
Venus #2 (Red Deer) 2nd Monday
Alexandra #4 (Lacombe) 2nd Tuesday
Victoria #14 (Stettler) 3rd Monday
Innisfail #37 (Innisfail) 1st Thursday
Battle River #47(Ponoka) 3rd Thursday
Lochearn #129 (RMH) 1st Saturday - 2 pm
Editor’s Comments:
 This newsletter is not an official Masonic publication and does not express the policies or opinions of any specific Masonic Lodge, District or Grand Lodge.
So go ahead and enjoy it as my gift to you. If you have any ideas or suggestions to improve it let me know - I will
always listen, I may not do anything about it, but I will listen. I would love to publish some of the stories from
around the District or even Alberta. Stories about individuals, Lodge happenings or histories of Lodges.
This newsletter will not be published in paper format, but feel free to print it out and pass on to a brother.
The subscription list for this newsletter came from the CDMEL (Central District Masonic Email List). If
you would rather not receive this Newsletter, let me know and I will remove your name - Your name will
not be removed from the CDMEL unless you specifically request it. If you would like to be added to the
subscription list send me an email.
W. Bro. Clark Johnston
Beacon #190
cjohnst@telusplanet.net
A Beacon never goes anywhere
It’s just helps points the way

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

Are you your brother’s keeper? Several Masons in the
District do not have access to computers &/or the Internet.
If you know of such a Bro. And you think this newsletter is
worth while, why not print off a copy to pass on. Another
idea—if you would like a copy, but do not have a computer, ask your son or grandson to print it for you -he may
get an idea of what it is you do at that secret Lodge!
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The Beacon - bookstore
The following books can be purchased on line at Natures Colours-Masonic Books, by following the link below or from links on the DDGM or Beacon web pages. Prices are in CAD funds. Digital versions are also
available. Payment can be made with Major Credit Cards through the secure PayPal payment system or contact me via email at cjohnst@telusplanet.net.

http://www.naturescolours.ca/masonic%20books.htm
Masonic Papers and Addresses, by Bro. James W. Roberts
MW Bro. James W. Roberts is a United Church Minister, a Past Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Alberta, a Mason for over 50 years, a Bro. & a Friend. This book is a collection of the
papers he has written and presented over 50 years; as Masonic Spring Workshop (Masonry In
The Mountains) theme speaker (three times), Grand Chaplin of the Grand Lodge Of Alberta (5
times), His Christmas Message for the Grand Lodge Bulletin (4 times) and his Inaugural & Final
presentations as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Alberta. As well it includes his presentation
to the Grand Lodge of Quebec on Freemasonry and Religion - submitted in November 1993 and
his address as Senior Grand Warden, to the Annual Inter-Provincial Conference of the Officers of
the Four Western Jurisdictions. The messages contained herein are as relevant to Masonry and
society today as they were when they were written and will prove inspirational to any one who
reads them.
Originally compiled by the late WBro Harry Noble of Britannia Lodge #18 , G.R.A.
Updated and re-published by WBro. C Johnston, Beacon #190 G.R.A.

This book also available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta Bookstore.
Masonic Etiquettes
Description: Etiquette and Protocol as it relates to Craft Lodges in Alberta, Canada. This is a re
-production of a book originally published in 1994. An excellent guide for Lodge Officers to
maintain the traditions of conduct within the Lodge and to trace the origins of some traditions.
(A portion of the proceeds from the sale of this book goes to Masonic Charities.)
Original manuscript of the late WBro Harry Noble of Britannia Lodge #18 , G.R.A.
Re-published by WBro. C Johnston, Beacon #190 G.R.A

This book also available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta Bookstore
History of the Grand Lodge of Alberta, 1905 - 1980
Description: This coil bound book is a reproduction of the hard covered book, by the same title, originally
published in the 1980s to commemorate the first 75 years of Freemasonry in Alberta, Canada. It is 154
pages with B&W photos which include pictures of the Grand Masters and Grand Secretaries as well as
historical photos. Also includes Lodge distribution graphics. This re-publication was done mainly to make
the manuscript available in a coil bound version and digital format. Coil bound and digital versions available from ―The Beacon Bookstore on lulu.com.
Original manuscript of the late J.W. Collett, P.G.M., G.L.A.

. Hard cover original version is available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta - Bookstore
Freemasonry – A Way of Life
A WAY OF LIFE; a brief overview of what Freemasonry is and what it isn't. Of interest to
someone looking to find out more about the craft - with a view to joining.
HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED BECOMING A MASON; a series of questions and
explanations directed at someone considering Masonry and wondering if it is an organization suitable to their needs.
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