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A Beacon is not a destination - It just helps to light the way

Do you know this Red
Deer Mason?
He was the first Mason Initiated
in Red Deer.
 He was initiated on Wednesday
July 18th, 1894.
 The Lodge operated under dispensation from the Grand Lodge of
Manitoba and practiced the
“Canadian Rite”
 The initiation fee was $30.00
which included the apron.
 The meeting took place in
Bruch’s Hall located upstairs on the
NE corner of Gaetz Ave. & Ross St..
Dues were $3.00 /year and rent for the hall was $30./year
with free light (oil lamps) and heat (box stove), max. 15
meetings.
The last meeting of this Lodge was held Oct. 21st, 1896
See page 7 for the answer and more details




How do you get to your
Lodge? Well Done Britannia
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Box 8957,
Sylvan Lake, AB T4S 1S6

RW Bro. Grant Dixon

Mailing address:

District Deputy Grand Master,
Central District

403-848-4333
grantdixon@shaw.ca

Phone:
Email:

Grand Lodge of Alberta, AF&AM

District Challenge - Each Lodge is assigned a Lodge to visit during the Masonic Year and
present an Education paper or event! Take as many visitors as possible with you! Let other
Lodges know when and what your topic will be!
Innisfail #8

Visits

Beacon #190

Eureka #10

Visits

Lochearn #151

Red Deer #12

Visits

Apollo #27

Mountain View #16

Visits

Kitchener #95

Britannia #18

Visits

Kenilworth #29

Apollo #27

Visits

Innisfail #8

Kenilworth #29

Visits

Eureka #10

Kitchener #95

Visits

Red Deer #12

Lochearn #151

Visits

Mountain View #16

Beacon #190

Visits

Britannia #18

April 4, 2012

Symbol of Freemasonry
Official Visits

Central District Lodges - Meeting Nights
Innisfail #8

Innisfail

3rd Thursday

8:00 PM

Eureka #10

Lacombe

4th Tuesday

8:00 PM

Red Deer #12

Red Deer

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Mountain View #16

Olds

1st Monday

8:00 PM

Britannia #18

Ponoka

1st Wednesday

8:00 PM

Apollo #27

Stettler

3rd Thursday

8:00 PM

Kenilworth #29

Red Deer

1st Tuesday

7:30 PM

Kitchener #95

Rimbey

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Lochearn #151

Rocky Mountain House 2nd Thursday

7:30 PM

Beacon #190

Red Deer

7:30 PM

4th Monday

Mar. 26, 2012

Some Lodges have a meal before the Lodge meeting - check for times

Central District Web Page

http://mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm
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Join us for the 47th Annual Masonic Spring Workshop
(Also known as Masonry In The Mountains)
April 20th, 21st & 22nd, 2012
Delta Lodge at Kananaskis, AB
North America’s premier workshop for rank & file Masons
Our Future Through Our Past.

Each April for the past forty years, Masons have met in Alberta's Rocky Mountains, west of Calgary, for a weekend of
fellowship and instruction. The goal of
the Masonic Spring Workshop Planning
Committee is to create a weekend experience in a relaxed atmosphere of fellowship offering individual Masons the opportunity:
 to be challenged, excited, amused,
exposed to new ideas, offered options for expression, and mentored
in the ways and ideals of Freemasonry;
 to renew old acquaintances; and
 to make new friends

The Keynote speaker is Robert L.D. Cooper,
Curator and Librarian of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland and author of several books.

Central District Participants 2009

Check it out
www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

March 2012

page 3

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

March 2012

page 4

Dinner Theatre
Hosted by:

Kitchener Lodge #95
&
Rimbey Lions Club
Saturday April 28, 2012
Rimbey Community Centre
Cocktails 5:30 pm Supper 6:30 pm
Theatre to follow with Musicalmania presenting

HEY,REIL!
a musical story of Louis Reil.
Tickets $40.00 per person available from:
W. Bro. Allan Tarleton 403-843-4515
artarton@telus.net

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

V.W. Bro. Earl Giebelhaus 403-843-2379
canegrdn@telusplanet.net

March 2012

page 4

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

March 2012

page 5

Brethren of Lochearn #151 (Rocky Mountain House) hosted a Tri-Lodge meeting at their
regular February meeting—including Red Deer #12 and Kitchener #95. The D.D.G.M. RW
Bro. Grant Dixon (Beacon #190) was also in attendance along with visitors from Britannia
#18 (Ponoka). Looks like a happy gathering.

The WM and DDGM welcome the Davis family to Beacon #190.
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W Bro Bill Douglas - WM of Kenilworth #29 - welcomes two new MMs
Bro. Josh James & Bro. Arlo Chinnery - Welcome aboard Bros.

Brethren of Beacon #190 celebrate the initiation of Bro. Barry Hannah, Bro. Keith
Davis and Bro. Ryan Machan at their Feb. meeting. Nice to see some visitors out as
well.
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

March 2012

page 6

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

March 2012

page 7

RW Bro. Philisk Pidgeon








1st Entered Apprentice initiated in Red
Deer, AB - July 18th, 1894 in a Lodge operating under dispensation from then Grand
Lodge of Manitoba. This dispensation
eventually lapsed.
In 1899 a second dispensation was granted
and with Bro. Pidgeon as SW the lodge became Red Deer #73 under the Grand Lodge
of Manitoba.
This Lodge became Red Deer #12 when the
Grand Lodge of Alberta was formed in
1905 taking over the 18 Lodges then in existence within the new province of Alberta.
Served as D.D.G.M. of District 4 in 1909

Why this story at this time? Beacon Lodge #190 had the pleasure of welcoming back W Bro.
David Grindlay visiting from Ontario at our February meeting. At that meeting he presented
RW Bro. Dixon, DDGM with Bro. Pidgeon’s Past DDGM jewel - to be past on to the Brethren
of Red Deer #12, with the hope that it will be put on permanent display with the Lodge archives. RW Bro. Dixon plans to present it to Red Deer #12 in the near future. Bro. Grindlay
also gave a very interesting talk on Bro. Pidgeon’s life and Masonic history.
Thank-you Bro Grindlay for returning this piece of history and reminding us of our past.
Reprinted below is an article written by Michael Dawe, Red Deer archivist. You can also find more information on early masonry in Red Deer by reading Red Deer #12’s history book covering the early days of Freemasonry from 1894 to 1924 - available in the Red Deer Masonic hall Library.
(The following story was originally published in Red Deer LIFE in 2000.)

On a June evening in 1894, a group of men gathered at Burch’s Hall on the northeast corner of Ross Street and Gaetz Avenue.
They represented a cross-section of the men living in the young community: R.W.
Pardue, a veterinary surgeon and the village overseer; G.W. Greene, a barrister; R.C.
Brumpton, a general merchant; William Piper, a brick manufacturer and the village undertaker; John Burch, a general merchant; C.S. Eggleton, a teacher and sports promoter;
A. Anderson, a farmer; and Elias Code. But the men had one thing in common: they
were all Freemasons.
The meeting was organized for the purpose of establishing a Masonic Lodge in Red
Deer. Under the guidance of Most Worshipful Brother Groggin – a past grand master of
(Continued on page 8)

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

March 2012

page 7

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

March 2012

page 8
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the Grand Lodge of Manitoba, under whose jurisdiction Red Deer than fell – a local lodge
was created.
Today, says Michael Dawe, the Masons are Red Deer’s longest continuously active
organization. They have helped shape the community, with many of its leading citizens
practising Masonic rituals and pursuing the Masons’ objectives of promoting the brother
hood of man under the fatherhood of God, and helping the less fortunate.
“They’ve contributed a lot to Red Deer,” says Dawe. “But because of the nature of
the organization, it’s often in a very quiet way.”
Their early years were tough ones for the Red Deer Masons, however. Despite admitting Rev. Leonard Gaetz and Phillisk Pidgeon as new members at that first meeting in
1894, the lodge struggled to maintain its numbers.
Its charter lapsed when local officers were not installed within the prescribed time.
It was renewed twice before the local brethren decided in 1896 they did not have enough
members to operate.
The local Masons remained members of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba, even holding
informal meetings in 1898 and 1899.
Finally, on June 14, 1900, a new charter was issued for Red Deer Lodge No. 73. It
became Red Deer Lodge No. 12 in 1905 when the Grand Lodge of Alberta was established.
Red Deer resident Walter E. (Curly) Foster, a former grand steward of the Grand
Lodge of Alberta and grand master of the Masons in Alberta, says many of the members
of this new lodge were transplanted Americans. As a result they adopted the Ancient
York Rite favoured by Masons south of the border for their operating procedures.
Six years later, an initiative was launched to form a second Masonic Lodge in Red
Deer – this time adhering to the Ancient Scottish Rite preferred by most Canadian Masons. The result was the Kenilworth Lodge No. 29, which was chartered March 13, 1907
by the Grand Lodge of Alberta.
Foster, who joined the Kenilworth Lodge in 1950, says Red Deer’s early Masons
scheduled their meetings for weeks in which a full moon was present. This was done to
ensure there was sufficient light for the members to find their way home along the crude
trails of the day.
“That’s why it was called, and some of them are still called, Moon Lodges.” Notes
Foster.
After meeting upstairs in the Michener Block for a number of years, the local Masons built Red Deer’s Masonic Temple in 1954.
Membership continued to swell as the city grew, and 35 years ago a third Masonic
Lodge was established. Beacon Lodge No. 190, which received its charter June 24, 1965,
also adopted the Scottish Rite.
Foster notes the Red Deer lodges have produced their share of Alberta grand masters over the years. In addition to himself, other local heads of the Grand Lodge of
(Continued on page 11)
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W. Bro. Vern OSBALDESTON, Beacon #190
Vernon William Osbaldeston passed away February 21, 2012 at the age of 91. Vernon
will forever be remembered by his daughters, Eleanor Penny of Brooks and Helen
Turner of Burlington; his grandchildren, Scott and Heather Penny; his son-in-laws, Barry
Penny and Paul Turner. He will be greatly missed by his second wife, Marie Osbaldeston. Vernon is also survived by his brother, Walter Osbaldeston of Whitby Ontario and
by his sister, Mary Easton of Edmonton. Vernon is predeceased by his first wife, Virginia Osbaldeston; his brother, David Osbaldeston of Rimbey and brother, Charlie Osbaldeston of Edmonton.
Vernon was born in Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta and had several careers over his lifetime - as a son
he worked his father’s farm before becoming an AC2 in the RCAF. After the war he went to university, graduating with a bachelor degree in Agricultural Engineering from the University of Saskatchewan, working several years as an engineer before returning to university for a B.Ed at the
University of Alberta. He was Principal of the Fairview Agricultural College before moving to Red
Deer in 1964 to teach math, science and machining at the Red Deer Vocational School later LTCHS
where he was a long time teacher and staff advisor to the high school curling club. He worked in the
Red Deer community spending many years putting together and driving the Red Deer Westerner
float for parades. Hiking in the mountains of Alberta with Virginia, his daughters and Bob and Pat
Morgan was a favorite vacation. Vernon was a lifelong member of the Masonic Lodge and a member of The Royal Canadian Legion. Vern remained active in his retirement continuing to ski, to participate in politics, to read, to garden, to take cruises throughout the world and to constantly learn
having mastered many new computer technologies such as digital photography and Skype which
he used right up to the week before his death. Vernon never stopped actively learning and teaching
anyone who asked. For those who wish to attend, a public viewing will be held at Gaetz Memorial
United Church, 4758 Ross Street, on Saturday, February 25, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. A
Funeral Service will be held at Gaetz Memorial United Church at 11:00 a.m. Interment to follow at
Alto Reste Cemetery.

Several Masons were in attendance at the funeral, taking and active part. A memorial will be
held at the Regular March meeting of Beacon #190.
Vern Osbaldeston:
Initiated: Aug. 11th 1953,
Passed: Sept. 8th 1953 in Northland Lodge No. 147, Fairview, Alberta
Raised: Oct. 13th 1953
Affiliated with Beacon: Nov. 27. 1967
WM Fairview 1967 (?)
Bro. Vern’s favorite poem was written by Robert Service, titled “The Worlds All
Right” and is reprinted on the next page
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THE WORLDS ALL RIGHT
By Robert Service

Be honest, kindly, simple, true;
Seek good in all, scorn but pretence;
Whatever sorrow come to you,
Believe in Life's Beneficence!
The World's all right; serene I sit,
And cease to puzzle over it.
There's much that's mighty strange, no
doubt;
But Nature knows what she's about;
And in a million years or so
We'll know more than to-day we know.
Old Evolution's under way -What ho! the World's all right, I say.
Could things be other than they are?
All's in its place, from mote to star.
The thistledown that flits and flies
Could drift no hair-breadth otherwise.
What is, must be; with rhythmic laws
All Nature chimes, Effect and Cause.
The sand-grain and the sun obey -What ho! the World's all right, I say.
Just try to get the Cosmic touch,
The sense that "you" don't matter much.
A million stars are in the sky;
A million planets plunge and die;
A million million men are sped;
A million million wait ahead.
Each plays his part and has his day -What ho! the World's all right, I say.
Just try to get the Chemic view:
A million million lives made "you".
In lives a million you will be
Immortal down Eternity;
Immortal on this earth to range,
With never death, but ever change.
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

You always were, and will be aye -What ho! the World's all right, I say.
Be glad! And do not blindly grope
For Truth that lies beyond our scope:
A sober plot informeth all
Of Life's uproarious carnival.
Your day is such a little one,
A gnat that lives from sun to sun;
Yet gnat and you have parts to play -What ho! the World's all right, I say.
And though it's written from the start,
Just act your best your little part.
Just be as happy as you can,
And serve your kind, and die -- a man.
Just live the good that in you lies,
And seek no guerdon of the skies;
Just make your Heaven here, to-day -What ho! the World's all right, I say.
Remember! in Creation's swing
The Race and not the man's the thing.
There's battle, murder, sudden death,
And pestilence, with poisoned breath.
Yet quick forgotten are such woes;
On, on the stream of Being flows.
Truth, Beauty, Love uphold their sway -What ho! the World's all right, I say.
The World's all right; serene I sit,
And joy that I am part of it;
And put my trust in Nature's plan,
And try to aid her all I can;
Content to pass, if in my place
I've served the uplift of the Race.
Truth! Beauty! Love! O Radiant Day -What ho! the World's all right, I say.
March 2012
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Robert William Service
Another Canadian Mason
January 16, 1874 - September 11, 1958
Robert William Service was born in Preston, Lancashire, England.
After spending his childhood in Scotland he came to Canada in
1894, working for the Canadian Bank of Commerce in the Yukon
for eight years.
He is world reknown for penning "The Shooting of Dan
McGrew", The Cremation of Sam McGee", The Call of the Wild"
and "The Spell of the Yukon”.
Less well known, but worthy of note are three other poems: "The
Quitter", "Carry On!" and "Just Think!"
He was a newspaper correspondent for the Toronto Star during the
Balkin Wars of 1912-13 and served as an ambulance driver and
correspondent during World War I.
From 1914 on he lived in Europe, returning to Canada during
WWII, to live in Hollywood and Vancouver, then again living in
Brittany and on the French Riviera. He died in Lancieux, France.
Yukon Archive - Whitehorse

Initiated: 1912
Fellowcraft: 1915
Yukon Lodge No. 45, Dawson City
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------Source:
Grand Lodge of BC & Yukon records: Note that Yukon Lodge’s Annual Return to Grand
Lodge claims Service as a Fellowcraft, but the lodge minutes do not record the conferral.
(Continued from page 8)

Alberta have been Bill Botterill, Phil Galbraith, Gordon Towers, George Sterling and Rev.
James Roberts.
Despite a history of secrecy, Masons are becoming more open about their organization and its community work, says Foster. Allowing a member of the media into the Masonic Temple for an interview would have been unheard of until recently, he observes.
Even former Red Deer Advocate publisher Phil Galbraith “would turn over in
his grave.”
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February 29th, 2012
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To have lived well
laughed often and loved much;
to have gained the respect of intelligent men
and women and the love of children;
to have filled the niche
and accomplished the task;
to have left the world better whether by a glorious photo,
a perfect poem, or a recued soul;
to have appreciated earth’s beauty
and not failed to express it;
to have looked for the best in others,
and to have given the best of yourself
That is achievement
adapted from Robert Louis Stevenson’s “Achievement
and copied from the funeral Order of Service

Stephen William Andrew Holmes of Okotoks, beloved son of Cec and Phyl Holmes of
Red Deer, passed away peacefully in his sleep on February 29, 2012 at the age of 64
years.
He will be dearly missed by family and friends. Steve was born and raised in Red Deer,
AB. He trained in Aeronautical Maintenance Engineering at SAIT and spent his career in
the aviation field that he loved. He specialized in the maintenance and operation of Twin
Otters. Steve worked for many companies on all seven continents. He was happily employed at Airspray Ltd. in Springbrook. Steve also loved quadding, the outdoors, and
photography. Steve was an active member of the Red Deer #12 Masonic Lodge. Steve is
predeceased by his mother Phyl, and brother David.
Steve leaves to mourn his loss his father, Cec, and his brother, Greg and Patti (Pieter and
Jessica).
A Memorial Service was held at Gaetz Memorial United Church, 4758 Ross Street, Red
Deer on Wednesday, March 7, 2012 at 1:00 p.m.
Approx. 20 Masons took part in the funeral ceremony at Gaetz Memorial United Church.
A Masonic memorial will be held at a future regular meeting of Red Deer #12
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter
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Open Letter to the Brethren of the
Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario:
It is with great pleasure I announce the launch of our new Grand Lodge Website!
The transition to the new website will take place February 1st & 2nd, 2012, during this short period the website address, grandlodge.on.ca, will be unavailable.
Over two years in the making, I trust that you will agree with me that it has been well worth the wait. Our
website has been revitalized to better portray our values, diversity and commitment to our Vision of
``Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Freemasonry in Ontario``.
Our Grand Lodge Website Vision is to be among the best of breed in Masonic websites; to be the primary
communication tool within the jurisdiction; and to contribute to our Grand Lodge Strategic plan communication goals. We will achieve that Vision by creating a website environment that delivers high quality, relevant,
up-to-date content to all Grand Lodge constituents.
Today we take a large step towards achieving that Website Vision with the delivery of Phase One of the new
website. The size of this project dictates a phased implementation.
Phase One: Phase One delivers the underlying foundation for our website of the future, but the content of
Phase 1 is limited. Phase One presents the public face of our new website and it’s content is geared to the general public (non-mason), the Mason who wishes to learn more about Freemasonry in Ontario and anyone
wishing to locate and visit a lodge in our jurisdiction. The new Lodge Locator is a key component of Phase
One.
Phase Two: Phase Two is in the planning stages and will feature a member’s only (Password Protected) area
that will become home for information and resources that are privileged or only of interest to you and I as Masons in Ontario. Phase Two provides us the opportunity to organize and reorganize our content to improve the
navigation of our website. The lodge locator application will be enhanced to return “proximity” locations to
your search as well as meeting date information.
During the development of Phase Two, the content of the old Grand Lodge website will be available via a link
from the new site found on the Homepage labelled Member Login. The link to the Grand Lodge Forms is:
old.grandlodge.on.ca/Forms
We welcome your feedback, comments and suggestions as we continue with the modernization of our website.
Please use the links in the website to contact the Webmaster. (webmaster@grandlodge.on.ca)
I want to personally thank the Web Technology Team for their oversight and leadership on this important project. I believe that the website we have launched today reflects the leadership, innovation and vision that these
Masons have for our fraternity. Thank You!
Happy Surfing……
M.W. Bro. D. Garry Dowling
Grand Master

Web site is now up and running - check it out

http://www.grandlodge.on.ca/
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Masonic Musings From Hong Kong
(W. Bro Commodore Shridharan Shekhar)
(PM 2004 – 5 Lodge Srinivasagopala No 190)
I have just returned from a short sojourn in Hong Kong.
While much is known about this city state, its British heritage and status as a ‘Crown colony’, and its return to
the People’s Republic of China, after the end of a ninety nine year “lease agreement” , I was totally ignorant of
the fact that Freemasonry is fairly widely practiced in Honk Kong. It was therefore with great alacrity that I
accepted an invitation from the “Custodian” of Zetland Hall, which is described as the ‘magnificent home of
Hong Kong’s Freemasons’ to participate in a regular meeting of Lodge Cosmopolitan No 428 on the roll of
the Grand Lodge of Scotland. During the course of my interaction I was pleasantly surprised by the connections between Freemasonry in China, the seafaring community at large and the Imperial Chinese Navy in particular!
Zetland Hall, named after the 2nd Marquis of Zetland, Grand Master of the English Freemasons in the mid
19th century, is owned by the Freemasons of Hong Kong and administered by a board of 24 trustees, one
from each of the Craft Lodges in Hong Kong. This superb building was built in 1865, destroyed by military
action in 1945 and rebuilt in 1950. Administration of the facility is carried out by a full time General Manager,
who incidentally is currently of Indian origin, an Operations Manager, an Executive Chef and 10 other full
time staff.
The central places of activity of Zetland Hall are the ‘Red’
and ‘Blue’ rooms where Masonic rituals and meetings are
conducted. Both these rooms are tastefully appointed in
true Masonic tradition including a superb lighting system
lending itself to adjustments for third degree working, featuring a spectacularly lit full sky light.
Zetland Hall also features a Museum containing many
items of Masonic interest, a library with over 1000 books
on Freemasonry and related topics, two committee rooms, a
banqueting hall for over 150 people with a superb dance
floor, a fully licensed bar, changing room with showers etc,
and an outlet for the purchase of Masonic regalia of all
kinds. The complete premises are air conditioned.
The attached restaurant, which is open to non Masons as
well, offers an excellent menu of Chinese, European
and Asian specialities both at lunch times and in the evenings.
Freemasonry is believed to have come first to the East
through the rapidly expanding sea borne empires of
Britain and France, which had large numbers of masons
amongst their administrators and in their armies.
However, it was with a ship of the Swedish East India Company that Freemasonry first reached China.
The Masons on board had a document giving them permis(Continued on page 15)
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sions to hold meetings whenever they entered a
port, and they did so in Guangzhou (Canton) in late 1759. A few years later a permanent English Lodge was
started there.
As China began to open up to foreigners, Lodges were formed in Shanghai, Ningbo and Tienjin, and eventually in most parts of China, especially in the inland cities of Nanjing, Beijing, Harbin and Chengdu. These
Lodges operated under charters granted in many countries, with most being from England, Scotland, Massachusetts and later the Philippines.
Because of restrictions imposed by the Imperial Government, it was almost impossible for a Chinese to
become a Freemason during the Qing dynasty, although in
1873, the leader of a Chinese educational mission
in Massachusetts did so, as did others in France and Australia. The first known Chinese to become a Mason in
China was a Lieutenant in the Imperial Chinese Navy, who
was initiated into an English Lodge in Guangzhou
in 1889. However, by the beginning of the Sino-Japanese
war, many Lodges in China had a majority of Chinese
members, especially those meeting under the Grand Lodge
of the Philippines.
Two lodges were established in Hong Kong soon after the British acquired the Territory. The older one
was the Royal Sussex Lodge named after the Duke of Sussex, who was then the Grand Master in London.
This Lodge later moved to Guangzhou, and then on to Shanghai, but returned to Hong Kong in 1952. The second Lodge, Zetland Lodge named after the Marquis of Zetland, however claims seniority as it has remained
in Hong Kong since its formation.
During the Second World War, thanks to the strong affiliation between the Nazis and the Japanese, the latter
persecuted Freemasons in the occupied areas of China. Lodges however continued to meet. Several of the
Hong Kong Lodges met informally and under very dangerous conditions in Prisoner of War camps. One
meeting in Stanley Prison, even maintained a Minutes Book.
With the establishment of the People’s Republic of China, though all Lodges continued to meet, those which
met in the American Masonic Temple in Shanghai, including the Grand Lodge of China closed down in 1952.
The English District Grand Master of Northern China offered to close down the Lodge if a request to that effect was received from the Central People’s Government, affirming that regular Freemasons always gave obedience to the lawful government of whichever country they were in. No such request was received, and British
Lodges meeting at the Masonic Hall in Beijing Road West in Shanghai continued to meet without difficulty.
The last Lodge meeting there was in 1962, when it transferred to Hong Kong, not because of any conflict
with the authorities but since a majority of its members had by then left China.
The meeting on Thursday 18 August 2011 at Zetland Hall, was a “Research Lodge” – not unlike our
“Lodge of Instruction” - conducted by Lodge Cosmopolitan No 428 on the roll of the Grand Lodge of Scotland.
While I was the only visitor from India, others represented Lodges from Germany, Australia and British
Columbia. The Worshipful Junior Warden, confirmed my credentials in an ante chamber, in true Masonic
(Continued on page 16)
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manner, by asking me to advance in all three degrees, and having been proved, was temporarily provided
with a Master’s Apron of the English Constitution.
The Lodge was opened and remained in the First degree. Brother Paul Whitmore, the Chaplain of the
Lodge presented a paper entitled “Operative to Speculative masonry…. and back” supported by a very informative Power Point presentation. Brother Whitmore traced the beginnings of the Masonic movement and
traced its evolution to the present days, and explained the correlations between the functions and titles of the
early (operative) masons with those of the modern day (speculative) brethren. A very lively Question and Answer session followed.
I was privileged to make two anecdotal observations which were well received by the Brethren.
I related the apocryphal story of the Chola King who while traveling incognito in ancient Tanjore, found
three masons hard at work outside the precincts of the yet to be completed Great Temple. On being asked
what they were doing by the King, the first replied that he was breaking stones, the second that he was earning
a livelihood and the third that he was building a temple. I expounded on this theme and expressed a view, that
progression in life was not sequential but part of a continuum, wherein at the same time, we were all, as
Brethren, not only engaged in a profession (breaking stones), and ensuring a decent standard of living
(earning a livelihood), but also seeking a higher purpose and meaning to life ( building a temple).
I then went on to expound in a similar apocryphal manner, wherein the King enters the temple precincts,
and is intrigued to see two identical figurines. On enquiry from the Mason, the King learns that one of these
was meant to be installed high up on the cupola (gopuram) of the temple. He had however detected a minute
fault in the first one, and had therefore sculpted another perfect replica. The King was perplexed. He asked the
mason, “As explained, this figurine would be installed very high on the cupola. Whoever would know that
there is a flaw in it? Why did you waste your precious time and talent, not to mention the resources, in making
a perfect replica?” To which the mason replied, “I know!!” I drew a parallel from this to the dramatization
in the Mark ritual of the refusal by the Overseers to accept a product which not only did not measure up to a
specification, but also to the evidence that such a specification had been met.
The conclusions which I wished the participants of the Research Lodge to draw from these two observations
were that Masonry enables its Brethren to understand that while life itself was a perpetual search for a
purpose, the wherewithal for this search was an insistence on excellence.
I was gratified that my contribution was well appreciated by the learned Brethren present, some of whom
confided that they were very grateful for what they called an “Indian” perspective to acknowledged Masonic
beliefs.
Copied from:
The Small Town Texas Masonic E-Magazine, Dec. 2011

Hey, Reil
Musical Dinner Theatre
Saturday April 28th
Hosted by Kitchener #95
Details on page 4
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So Mote It Be
SHORT TALK BULLETIN
Vol.V June, 1927 No.6

How familiar the phrase is. No Lodge is ever opened or closed, in due form, without using it. Yet
how few know how old it is, much less what a deep meaning it has in it. Like so many old and lovely
things, it is so near to us that we do not see it.
As far back as we can go in the annals of the Craft we find this old phrase. Its form betrays its age.
The word MOTE is an Anglo-Saxon word, derived from an anomalous verb, MOTAN. Chaucer uses
the exact phrase in the same sense in which we use it, meaning "So May It Be." It is found in the
Regius Poem, the oldest document of the Craft, just as we use it today.
As everyone knows, it is the Masonic form of the ancient AMEN which echoes through the ages,
gathering meaning and music as it goes until it is one of the richest and most haunting of words. At
first only a sign of assent, on the part either of an individual or of an assembly, to words of prayer or
praise, it has become to stand as a sentinel at the gateway of silence.
When we have uttered all that we can utter, and our poor words seem like ripples on the bosom of
the unspoken, somehow this familiar phrase gathers up all that is left - our dumb yearnings, our
deepest longings - and bears them aloft to One who understands. In some strange way it seems to
speak for us into the very ear of God the things for which words were never made.
So, naturally, it has a place of honor among us. At the marriage Altar it speaks its blessing as young
love walks toward the bliss or sorrow of hidden years. It stands beside the cradle when we dedicate
our little ones to the Holy life, mingling its benediction with our vows. At the grave side it utters its
sad response to the shadowy AMEN which death pronounces over our friends.
When, in our turn, we see the end of the road, and would make a last will and testament, leaving our
earnings and savings to those whom we love, the old legal phrase asks us to repeat after it: "In The
Name Of God, AMEN." And with us, as with Gerontius in his Dream, the last word we hear when the
voices of earth grow faint and the silence of God covers us, is the old AMEN, So Mote It Be.
How impressively it echoes through the Book of Holy Law. We hear it in the Psalms, as chorus answers to chorus, where it is sometimes reduplicated for emphasis. In the talks of Jesus with his
friends it has a striking use, hidden in the English version. The oft-repeated phrase, "Verily, Verily I
Say Unto You," if rightly translated means, AMEN, AMEN, I say unto you." Later, in the Epistles of
Paul, the word AMEN becomes the name of Christ, who is the AMEN of God to the faith of man.
So, too, in the Lodge, at opening, at closing, and in the hour of initiation. No Mason ever enters upon
any great or important undertaking without invoking the aid of Deity. And he ends his prayer with
the old phrase, "So Mote It Be." Which is another way of saying: "The Will Of God Be Done." Or,
whatever be the answer of God to his prayer: "So Be It - because it is wise and right.
What, then, is the meaning of this old phrase, so interwoven with all our Masonic lore, simple, tender, haunting? It has two meanings for us everywhere, in the Church, or in the Lodge. First, it is assent of man to the way and Will Of God; assent to His Commands; assent to His Providence, even
when a tender, terrible stroke of death takes from us one much loved and leaves us forlorn.
Still, somehow, we must say:" So it is; so be it. He is a wise man, a brave man; who, baffled by the
woes of life, when disaster follows fast and follows faster, can nevertheless accept his lot as a part of
(Continued on page 18)
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the Will of God and say, though it may almost choke him to say it: "So Mote It Be." It is not blind
submission, nor dumb resignation, but a wise reconciliation to the Will of the Eternal.
The other meaning of the phrase is even more wonderful; it is the assent of God to the aspiration of
man. Man can bear so much - anything, perhaps - if he feels that God knows, cares and feels for him
and with him. If God says Amen, So it is, to our faith and hope and love; it links our perplexed meanings, and helps us to see, however dimly, or in a glass darkly, that there is a wise and good purpose
in life, despite its sorrow and suffering, and that we are not at the mercy of Fate or the whim of
Chance.
Does God speak to man, confirming his faith and hope?
If so, how? Indeed yes! God is not the great I Was, but the great I Am, and He is neither deaf nor
dumb. In Him we live and move and have our being - He Speaks to us in nature, in the moral law,
and in our own hearts, if we have ears to hear. But He speaks most clearly in the Book of Holy Law
which lies open upon our Alter.
Nor is that all. Some of us hold that the Word Of God "Became Flesh and Dwelt Among Us, Full Of
Grace and Truth," in a life the loveliest ever lived among men, showing us what life is, what it means,
and to what fine issues it ascends when we do the Will of God on earth as it is done in Heaven, No
one of us but grows wistful when he thinks of the life of Jesus, however far we fall below it.
Today men are asking the question: Does it do any good to pray? The man who actually prays does
not ask such a question. As well ask if it does a bird any good to sing, or a flower to bloom? Prayer is
natural and instinctive in man. We are made so. Man is made for prayer, as sparks ascending seek
the sun. He would not need religious faith if the objects of it did not exist.
Are prayers ever answered? Yes, always, as Emerson taught us long ago. Who rises from prayer a
better man, his prayer is answered - and that is as far as we need to go. The deepest desire, the ruling
motive of a man, is his actual prayer, and it shapes his life after its form and color. In this sense all
prayer is answered, and that is why we ought to be careful what we pray for - because in the end we
always get it.
What, then is the good of prayer? It makes us repose on the unknown with hope; it makes us ready
for life. It is a recognition of laws and the thread of our conjunction with them. It is not the purpose
of prayer to beg or make God do what we want done. Its purpose is to bring us to do the Will of God,
which is greater and wiser than our will. It is not to use God, but to be used by Him in the service of
His plan.
Can man by prayer change the Will of God? No, and Yes. True prayer does not wish or seek to
change the larger Will of God, which involves in its sweep and scope the duty and destiny of humanity. But it can and does change the Will of God concerning us, because it changes our will and attitude towards Him, which is the vital thing in prayer for us.
For example, if a man living a wicked life, we know what the Will of God will be for him. All evil ways
have been often tried, and we know what the end is, just as we know the answer to a problem in geometry. But if a man who is living wickedly changes his way of living and his inner attitude, he
changes the Will of God - if not His Will, at least His Intention. That is, he attains what even the Divine Will could not give him and do for him unless it had been effected by His Will and Prayer.
The place of Prayer in Masonry is not perfunctory. It is not a mere matter of form and rote. It is vital
(Continued on page 19)
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and profound. As a man enters the Lodge as an initiate, prayer is offered for him, to God, in whom
he puts his trust. Later, in a crisis of his initiation, he must pray for himself, orally or mentally as his
heart may elect. It is not just a ceremony; it is basic in the faith and spirit of Masonry. Still later, in a
scene which no Mason ever forgets, when the shadow is darkest, and the most precious thing a Mason can desire or seek seems lost, in the perplexity and despair of the Lodge, a prayer is offered. As
recorded in our Monitors, it is a mosaic of Bible words, in which the grim facts of life and death are
set forth in stark reality, and appeal is made to the pity and light of God.
It is truly a great prayer, to join in which is to place ourselves in the very hands of God, as all must
do in the end, trust His Will and way, following where no path is into the soft and fascinating darkness which men call death. And the response of the Lodge to that prayer, as to all others offered at
its Altar, is the old, challenging phrase, "So Mote It Be!"
Brother, do not be ashamed to pray, as you are taught in the Lodge and the Church. It is a part of the
sweetness and sanity of life, refreshing the soul and making clear the mind. There is more wisdom in
a whispered prayer than in all the libraries of the world. It is not our business to instruct God. He
knows what things we have need for before we ask him. He does not need our prayer, but we do - if
only to make us acquainted with the best Friend we have.
The greatest of all teachers of the soul left us a little liturgy called the Lord's Prayer. He told us to use
it each for himself, in the closet when the door is shut and the din and hum and litter of the world is
outside. Try it Brother; it will sweeten life, make its load lighter, its joy brighter, and the way of duty
plainer.
Two tiny prayers have floated down to us from ages agone, which are worth remembering; one by a
great Saint, the other by two brothers. "Grant Me, Lord, ardently to desire, wisely to study, rightly to
understand and perfectly to fulfill that which pleaseth Thee." And the second is after the manner:
"May two brothers enjoy and serve Thee together, and so live today that we may be worthy to live
tomorrow."

"SO MOTE IT BE"
- Source: Short Talk Bulletin - Jun. 1927
Masonic Service Association of North America
Copied from: masonicdictionary .com

For those of you who like to travel world via your computers, the Freemasons of Queensland
Australia have launched a new web site. They have done a fantastic job and it is well worth
the visit. While you are there check out “The Queensland Freemason Magazine” with issues
going back 3 years.

http://www.queenslandfreemasons.com/
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canadamasons@yahoogroups.com
Barry Thom [barry.d.thom@gmail.com]
Appears to have been written in about 1981

MELVYN C. FRIENDLY, Secretary, Research Lodge of
Oregon No. 198 A.F. & A.M.
Past Master Harmony Lodge No. 12, A.F. & A.M. Portland, Oregon
In order to better understand the background of the P -2 Scandal, it would be helpful to review a brief history
of Italian Freemasonry as it related to the Vatican and Italian politics. Freemasonry, as we know it, became a
formal institution with the formation of the Grand Lodge of England in 1717. The first lodge in Italy opened
in Florence in 1733 and masonry rapidly spread throughout the country, The Papal Authority was strong in
France and, in 1737 Cardinal Fleury tried to get Louis XV to ban Freemasonry in that country. The next year,
Pope Clement XII issued a papal bull forbidding “Freyinaconsn" and the ban has been repeated nearly 300
times by later popes or Vatican authorities,
In 1751, Pope Benedict XIV said that the Church feared Freemasonry because “such an association brings together men of all sects arid religions which will bring great ruin to the purity of the Catholic faith.” The
Catholic Church incorporated into its edicts a ban on so - called “Secret Societies”. In 1920, the Vatican’s
Holy Office publicly expressed its distrust of the YMCA and Boy Scouts and Catholics were warned not to
join the Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias and the Independent Order of Good Templars. Canon Law 2336 further stated that Catholics who join the Masons “or other societies which machinate (conspire) against the
Church” are ipso facto excommunicated. Any association over which the Church, or the local bishop, can exercise no control was suspect As late as 1950, the Holy Office told Catholics to keep away from such groups
“even if it is only suspected that they seek to escape the Church’s control."
Ten years later, Pope John XXIII convened Vatican II Council which did not mention Freemasonry, but approved the principle of religious freedom in a plural society and ecumenism. Pope John Paul I reportedly admired the Masons but Pope John Paul II supported Opus Dei, a “secret society” open only to Roman Catholics. In February 1981, the Vatican’s Doctrinal Office, the modern name for the Holy Office, sent a letter to
the world’s Catholic Bishops reminding them that Canon Law 2336, with its ipso facto excommunication, was
still valid.
In the Italian Parliament, three political parties; the Vatican controlled Christian Democratic Party, the Russian controlled Communist Party and the Neo - Fascist Party, have expressly declared that it is incompatible
for its members to become Masons. In fact the Communist inspired “Red Brigade” has in recent years bombed
and otherwise terrorized Masonic meeting places and individual Masons throughout Italy. There is some evidence that the Fascist groups have undertaken similar terrorist activities.
With the blessings of Italy’s Grand Orient, a very particular lodge, called Propaganda - 2 was set up and eventually placed in the hands of a Tuscan textile manufacturer named Licio Gelli. The lodge had no regular meeting place and its membership was so secret that the members never met one another, with few exceptions. The
membership included politicians from every party, except Communists, industrialists, military leaders and
opinion - makers in the media, The Venerable Master, Gelli, by phone or letter, could put one member in
touch with another to fill virtually any request. In addition, Gelli is said to have obtained copies of files on
about 30,000 people in public life, which the Italian Secret Service had illicitly compiled over the past 15
years, which were supposed to have been destroyed. The purpose was to counter anti - Masonic legislation
sought to be introduced in Parliament. Gelli’s Masonic list included 953 names, many well known in the Italian Government, including members of the cabinet, Foschi and Sarti (Christian Democrats) and Manca
(Socialist).
(Continued on page 21)
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In the pre-election campaign of the Communist Party and other left wing groups, in order to provoke the fall
of the coalition government of Arnaldo Forlani (head of the Christian Democrat Party) ,they furnished information that Gelli was engaging in subversive activities and as a result the police raided his Arezzo Villa in
March 1981 and seized his files. On May 21, 1981, the press threatened to publish a list of P - 2 members, so
the Prime Minister decided to beat them to it. The next day, acting on a suggestion from NATO Headquarters,
one Italian admiral, three generals and a civilian coordinator of the secret services to which the other four belonged were advised to take 45 day vacations. The press campaign following was bitter and greatly damaged
Italian Masonry. Forlani’s Cabinet resigned after the Socialists refused to agree to the “reshuffle” proposed by
eliminating the three named P - 2 ministers and pushed for an election to form a new government, the 41st in
Italy since World War II. In the administrative elections on June 21, 1981, the Italian electorate surprisingly
took very margina1 note of the anti - government press campaign carried on by the coalition of Communist,
Fascist arid Neo - Fascist Parties and elected Spadolini, the Republican candidate. This was the first time in 35
years the Christian Democrats did not elect a Prime Minister. The non - clerical parties (in which the Masonic
presence is most prominent), the Socialist, Social Democrats, Republicans and Liberals gained votes in Parliament at the expense of the other parties.
Realizing that P - 2 Master Licio Geili used his Masonic organization for personal gain in the political, economic and financial fields, the Grand Oriente of Italy ordered Gelli to surrender all lodge documents on December 14, 1974 to prevent contamination of the name and prestige of Masonry in Italy. However on May 9,
1975, Grand Master Salvini authorized Gelli to restructure P -2 to enlarge the functions of its members to accomplish political functions in combating anti –Masonic legislation. Cooperating in perpetuating the P - 2 organization was Grand Secretary Mennini, who furnished financial backing. Grand Master Gamberinie,
elected in November 1978, who falsely declared the dissolution of P- 2 at the Conference of the Grand Masters of North America and his successor, Grand Master Battelli who likewise tolerated arid encouraged the
activities.
After the Italian Administrative election of June 21, 1981, under Article 18 of the Italian Constitution, the
Government ruled that the P - 2 Lodge was a “secret association” and ordered it disbanded. The Council of
State issued a statement that established the rules and procedures whereby Masons (whether civil servants or
military) are to be investigated for possible subversion or conflict of interest. Warrants were issued for the arrest of Gelli, Ortolani, Vezzier and others on grounds of anti - government subversion, treason and even murder. Gelli was also linked to the fake kidnapping of Michele Sindona, the convicted financier, who sought to
avoid trial in New York by fleeing to Italy. The Prosecutor’s Office in Rome issued a warrant for the confiscation of the files of the Grand Oriente of Italy on the ground of its conspiracy in the continuation of the P - 2
organization after its orders for disbanding on December 14, 1974 and for the arrest of Gelli who fled to Argentine.
The council of the Order of the Grand Order of Italy met on June 7, 1981 and the Grand Master Battelli and
Grand Secretary Mennini offered to resign but the Giunto requested them to remain until the October meeting
of the Grand Council of the Grand Oriente of Italy.
The Grand Master issued a message to all Masonic authorities around the world to inform them of the very
Serious situation, Other international organizations were also informed, A letter was sent to the President of
the Republic of Italy to stress that the constitutional guaranties be maintained regarding the freedom of Masonry which should not be damaged by a general criminal criticism caused by a few persons upon whom the
magistrates had already investigated on specific accusations,
(Continued on page 22)
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The Supreme Council of Italy for the Scottish Rite of May 23, 1981, at the Conference of Sovereign Grand
Inspector Generals at The Hague, Netherlands, published the first information on the situation created by the
confiscation and publication of the documents of the P - 2 Lodge. On June 16, 1981, Soverign Grand Commander Cecovini sent a letter to all the Supreme Councils of the Scottish Rite confirming the aforesaid information, On June 21, 1981, a letter was sent to all bodies of the Scottish Rite in Italy in which it was emphasized the principles which guide all members toward the betterment, the moral and material progress of humanity. Also stressed was the work done by Italian Masons to ensure freedom and democracy in Italy, At the
Grand Council meeting in October, Gelli and Past Grand Master Salvini were found guilty of unmasonic conduct and were forever barred from holding further Masonic offices, The Grand Council confirmed the dissolution of the P - 2 Lodge but took no action on other persons at that time.
In conclusion, it is necessary for the Grand Oriente of Italy to “put its house in order” by reverting to the basic
principle of Freemasonry as to non-involvement in political activities. The scandal of the P - 2 organization
and its toleration and encouragement by the Grand Oriente of Italy have implicated in the resulting Governmental investigation not only the specific criminals but all Italian Masonry,
There is a general feeling among the Italian Masonic Community that eventually regular Masons will not be
implicated in the criminal or parliamentary proceedings directed towards the P - 2 Lodge members. Meanwhile, Masonic Lodges have been losing members and attendance has dropped off markedly, Masonic leaders
valiantly hold on to keep the organization operating under greatly adverse circumstances,
Sources:
Article by George Armstrong, Rome correspondent for the “Manchester Guardian” printed as a courtesy of Southern California Research Lodge “Fraternal Review”, Ralph A, Herbold, editor,
Written data furnished by Italian Grand Oriente Secretary and Italian Scottish Rite Secretary to Dr. Louis L. Limo, Representative of
the Grand Lodge of Oregon to the Grand Oriente of Italy, Dr. Lino is an officer of the Research Lodge of Oregon No. 198,
A.F.&A.M, and former Secretary of Trieste Lodge #114, Trieste, Italy.
Information furnished by Brother Carlo Vitali, Senior Deacon of Colosseum Lodge No. 602, Grand Orients of Italy, Rome, Italy,
upon a visit to that lodge September 21, 1981.

A young man who was also an avid golfer found himself with a few hours to spare one afternoon. He figured if
he hurried and played very fast, he could get in nine holes before he had to head home. Just as he was about to
tee off an old gentleman shuffled onto the tee and asked if he could accompany the young man as he was golfing alone. Not being able to say no, he allowed the old gent to join him.
To his surprise the old man played fairly quickly. He didn't hit the ball far, but plodded along consistently and
didn't waste much time. Finally, they reached the 9th fairway and the young man found himself with a tough
shot. There was a large pine tree right in front of his ball - and directly between his ball and the green.
After several minutes of debating how to hit the shot the old man finally said, "You know, when I was your
age I'd hit the ball right over that tree."
With that challenge placed before him, the youngster swung hard, hit the ball up, right smack into the top of
the tree trunk and it thudded back on the ground not a foot from where it had originally lay.
The old man offered one more comment, "Of course, when I was your age that pine tree was only three feet
tall."
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The Apron
By W. Bro. Barry D. Thom, Past Master, Lodge McLeod No. 27, Bay Roberts, Grand Lodge of Newfoundland and Labrador, who is also a Past Master of St. Clair Lodge A.F. & A.M. No. 577 G.R.C., Toronto Don Valley District, and a former member of William James Dunlop Lodge A.F. & A.M. No. 675
G.R.C., Peterborough District. He compiled this paper utilizing Beyond the Pillars, the many papers
put forth by Quatuor Coronati Lodge and The FreeMason¹s Guide and Compendium by Bernard Jones.

This is a very ancient form of garment in as much as stone-workers are as old as civilization
itself. The apron of the British operative mason was commonly a tanned sheepskin reaching
well below the knees. It had a bib or flap held up by a leather thong around the neck. Two
other thongs secured it around the waist. The apron can claim a greater antiquity than the heraldic symbols of riches and power, that being the Golden Fleece and the Roman Eagle.
An early Greek legend recounts how Jason and the Argonauts sailed off in search of the
Golden Fleece. The ancient tradition put the date of this expedition at about 1200 B.C. The
name became symbolic of treasure and was given to a new order of knighthood founded in
1429 by Philip the Good, Duke of Burgundy. His descendants intermarried with other royal
families and, in due course, the Golden Fleece came to be the highest order of chivalry in both
Spain and Austria.
The eagle, on the other hand, was in ancient times sacred to the Roman god Jupiter who was
King of the gods. At an early date it was adopted as one of the five totems or emblems of the
divisions of the Roman army. In 104 B.C. the others were discarded and the eagle became the
badge borne on the standard of every Roman legion or regiment. As a result it came to stand
for the Roman Empire and was taken over in time by various emperors who liked to think of
themselves as successors of the Romans.
Not only is the Mason's apron ancient, it also bestows as much honour as do the trappings of
the highest distinctions conferred by kings and princes. Perhaps the oldest of these is the Most
Noble Order of the Garter, instituted about 1348 by King Edward III of England. It is the highest order of knighthood in England. Its insignia include an eight-pointed silver star and a garter
of dark blue velvet.
The Freemason¹s apron is patterned after the apron worn by operative masons to protect their
clothing and their bodies from the abrasive surface of the stones. The triangular flap is all that
remains of the bib or upper portion. Instead of reaching upwards, it has been folded forward
over the rope girdle. For the speculative Mason the apron has a twofold significance: it marks
his rank and also illustrates certain fundamental principles and basic symbols of the order.
The white lambskin apron of the E.A. is completely undecorated and serves as a reminder of
blameless purity. In shape it is a perfect square, an emblem of morality.

(Continued on page 24)
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The apron of the F.C. is similar to that of the E.A. except that two rosettes are added to distinguish it as the badge of the Second Degree.
The apron of the M.M. is more ornate. It is bordered by a ribbon of sky blue in five separate
segments, three on the apron and two on the flap.
The colour reminds us of the heavens. The triangular flap with its border reminds us of the
mason¹s square. The three rosettes indicate the Third Degree. The two free-hanging vertical
ribbons, one on each side, depict the two great pillars which stood at the P.W. or E. of K.S.T.
To each ribbon are attached metallic tassels of seven separate chains. Seven denotes the seven
liberal arts and sciences. Note the recurrent Masonic numbers of three, five and seven.
In many Lodges of today, Officers wear white gloves and while it is proper with tails it is incorrect to be worn with a tuxedo or business suit. Why then do the Officers of some Lodges
wear gloves? The reason for the wearing of gloves is a carryover from the days in an operative
lodge. As part of the initiation the apprentice had to give each member of the lodge one apron
and one pair of gloves of which both were made from leather. He had to pay a fee as well as
cover the cost of the feast that evening.
The colours of Masonic regalia were taken from other Orders. The dark blue used by Grand
Lodge was taken from the Order of the Garter. The light blue was chosen merely to contrast
the dark blue. Colours, however, do have symbolism. White denotes purity, truth, innocence
and fidelity. The dark blue denotes immortality, eternity, and chastity. The pale blue represents
prudence and goodness. Gold symbolizes the sun, while silver the moon.

Masonry In The Mountains
April 20th to 22nd
Details on page 3
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The Last Word
Insights from an unknown member
[Editor’s Note: While I prefer to attribute sources, the writer of the following has requested anonymity]

TO increase membership in our Order the best place to begin is at
home. Ask yourself what are you doing to encourage those in your
own family circle to become and remain as active members? As a
working mother of two sons, I know that life does take over, and it is really easy to say “we
are too busy”. If you are giving this excuse to members of your own family, then how can you
ever expect anyone else to consider membership?
Once we have members, what are we doing to keep them interested and active? We need to
talk to each other, and really listen. Times have changed, and life has changed greatly in the
last 20 to 30 years. Women are professionals, and as such have many skills and talents to share
with our Order and other members. Let’s focus on actively listening to each other and find out
what someone can share. There is little point asking a member to chair the decorating committee if they have zero creative talents. We must be willing to provide mentorship with encouraging guidance to allow the learning of a skill another finds effortless. We are all individuals, and that is what makes us such a wonderful group. But it also means that we have to acknowledge each other’s talents, and use them appropriately.
I personally would rather scrub toilets than bake, but over the years, and through patience and
encouragement by my Star Sisters, I have learned to bake a few items, and even find myself
contributing more to bake tables. This did not happen the minute I signed at the Secretary’s
desk. Not having a sweet tooth myself, added to the fact that I was fully focused on my career,
baking did not make my priority list. I was fortunate to be invited to baking sessions, shared
recipes, and all without causing anyone bodily harm. Be kind to each other and clarify your
expectations of another.
(Continued on page 26)

This article is reprinted-with permission - from the January 2012 issue of the “Eastern Star News”, published
on-line by the Eastern Star Grand Chapter Of Alberta. I read it with great interest as one could very easily exchange word “Lodge” for Chapter” and its meaning would remain the same.
As well, we as Masons should share this with our wives and Significant Others who might be interested in the Order of the Eastern Star. Remember, Masonry and the Masonic Family is not made up of secret
organizations. While we do not openly solicited members, we are open generally to those who seek membership.
“The Beacon Newsletter and the Eastern Star News contain no secrets and are on the Internet for all to see.
Share them with your family and others.
Eastern Star News:

www.easternstar.ab.ca

Central District O.E.S. Chapters:

www.mastermason.com/Beacon190/oes_district.htm
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REMEMBER that not everyone is a public speaker. This is one of the best aspects of training
that we give our members. However, first and foremost, this is only accomplished with positive encouragement and reinforcement. If a young working mother has tough day getting kids
off to care and school, traffic or transit delays getting to and from work, has a horrible boss, or
works with unkind peers, returns home to struggle putting dinner on the table in a timely manner, has to pick up a babysitter, slides into the Chapter room with barely time to catch her
breath, gets a case of the nerves and fumbles with completing her lecture, and after the meeting someone gives her an offhand remark on not holding her veil correctly – do you truly think
she will ever come back? Not likely! We must remember our Obligation and refrain from acts
of unkindness toward each other.
I challenge each of you to look around your Chapter room and see if there is a member that
you know has a very full day prior to getting to a meeting. Think of something you can do to
help this person. Our Obligation reminds us to care for each other, so be bold and suggest your
offer of assistance, but more importantly, listen to the returned conversation of what would be
helpful. Perhaps you could take over a casserole for their dinner. Pick up the babysitter for her.
Drive her to the meeting. Drive the babysitter home. But mostly, encourage her for coming
out, trying hard to learn a lecture, seeing it through, and most importantly, having you for a
friend! As a young member I was blessed with being asked to assist an older member unable
to drive. For many years I would pick her up after work on Chapter night. She would be with
me to gather the children from daycare, and she engaged the children with homework while I
fetched the babysitter and donned my white dress. Our drive to the hall was an added opportunity to rehearse my lecture, and the ride home was filled with sharing what we enjoyed; no
negativity was allowed in the car. The sadness of her passing was lightened by a comment
from her children who lived far away, thanking me for helping her. Until then I had viewed
those years as her helping me; never once did I see myself as giving. We are often unaware of
our true value.
FOR those of us who have had many offices, and are blessed with a great memory to retain
these teachings of the Ritual, it is very hard to suppress the urge to prompt from the sidelines.
But we all must remember that it is the Worthy Patron, and only the Worthy Patron, who
should prompt. If you notice that an officer is struggling with their work, speak privately with
the Worthy Patron, but it is not up to you to talk to an officer directly. It is also not appropriate
to laugh at a mistake, even if you think you are trying to add some levity to the issue. Laugh
with an officer to provide them reassurance that all is ok, but do not ever initiate a laugh. We
must encourage, not discourage! We have all been in a situation where we stumble or make a
mistake; we must ensure that we never show any form of disapproval or intolerance. We are
all human and prone to error.
(Continued on page 27)

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

March 2012

page 26

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

March 2012

page 27

(Continued from page 26)

I was once paired with a new member taking an office for the first time. We found that our employment was close to share lunch and rehearse our lectures. She confessed of only joining
Chapter because of another lady friend, and with her later years in life felt the Worthy Matron
would be disappointed in her efforts. While I may have provided her with encouragement and
support to stand in front of the Chapter room, she provided me with insight and inflection to
the delivery of my own lecture, and to each new office over the years. I did not realize how I
treasured those lunch visits until circumstances removed the opportunity. Most importantly, I
gained the blessing of a new friend, and to this day both I and the membership continue to
treasure this amazing lady. Would this be so, had I said no? Always look for the opportunity to
share.
WHAT is your Chapter doing to encourage socialization outside of the Chapter room? If we
want to get new members and retain them, we need to keep them interested. Teas were, and
occasionally are, a great way to fund raise and socialize, but do they encourage us to invite our
family and friends outside of Eastern Star to attend? Not all of us are capable of going to Laser
Quest with the DeMolay or Job’s Daughters for a game of laser tag in black light – however,
the opportunity to shoot my husband at times does hold an element of appeal. Finding events
that are appropriate to all of our members is important, but it does not need to be what we did
last year, or for the past 30 years. Look at what is available in your community: go to a movie
as a group and have coffee after to discuss what you liked or disliked about it. See a play and
arrange to meet the cast following. Start a book club that includes controversial topics, as our
lectures teach us that knowledge and understanding are interchangeable. Look at things that
are outside of your own comfort zone, and let’s expand our horizons!
RECENTLY I was asked by a Senior DeMolay, “Why join Eastern Star?” The question caused
me to pause and first consider the teaching from our ritual work. But it was our Obligation at
the Altar as a new member and a snapshot in my mind of all the wonderful people I have met
and known over the years that stood out. I have had a very successful business career, resulting
in a strong network of peers that I truly value and respect. But what Star has always given me
is a true element of acceptance. I was visited by three lovely people for my investigation
whom I continue to call friends today. I wandered around a room of smiling people who could
hardly wait to hug me and welcome me into their group. Nobody cared what my job was, if I
could sing, or knew how to cook. They just wanted me to keep coming out and be part of
them. When I walk through the door of our hall each month, it is with a cloak of anonymity.
Of course, everyone cares that I am healthy, and celebrates my every achievement, but mostly
we celebrate the opportunity to be a group. It is easy to be kind when kindness is returned
without thought of favour. Competition resided fully within myself, wanting to emulate my
Star Sisters through delivering my ritual and participating at events. What I did not know, I
was taught. What I did know, I taught to others. My performance review at Chapter has con(Continued on page 28)
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sisted only of encouragement and the love of friendship.
My response to this young man became very clear and simple: “I have personally never experienced such warmth of community. It is the one place in my life that I am fully accepted for
who I am, and every talent shared is truly treasured. I know that I will receive advice if I am
willing to listen, but I will always receive the love of friendship. When I look at all the other
aspects of my life, they are all filled with judging, critiquing and criticizing. These elements
are not admitted to the Chapter room. Eastern Star is my continual reminder of how we can
continue God’s teachings to Love One Another.”
Grand Chapter Of Alberta, Order Of The Eastern Star
www.easternstar.ab.ca/
Central District O.E.S.
www.mastermason.com/Beacon190/oes_district.htm

The Annual Trijurisdictional Outdoor Lodge
will September 28/29 2012
in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan
Will you be there?
2011 - The second annual Tri-Jurisdictional Roaming Outdoor Lodge" gathering was held in
Helena, Montana on Friday 26 and Saturday 27 August 2011. On Saturday about 130 brethren
attended the 2011 Roaming Lodge meeting at Mullan Pass. Besides brethren from Montana
and Alberta, there were brethren from Saskatchewan, British Columbia & Yukon, California,
Idaho and Scotland.)
2012 Montana
The Annual Mullan Pass Historic Outdoor Lodge meeting (Lodge #1862) is scheduled to be
held from 10 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. on Sat 18 Aug 2012, to commemorate the 150th anniversary of
the first meeting of Masons in Montana.
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Concordant Bodies
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Lodge of Perfection, Central Valley
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday, 8:00 pm
Freemason Hall, 4722 - 49B Ave, Lacombe, AB
Contact Jim Innes, 403-343-3086
Royal Arch, Lebanon #38
Meetings: Third Thursday
Apollo Lodge Hall, 5114-50 Ave Stettler, AB
Contact: Jim Lockhart, jlockhart@xplorenet.com 403-742-5775
Mountain View #1 (Olds) 1st Tuesday - Venus #2 (Red Deer) 2nd Monday
Alexandra #4 (Lacombe) 2nd Tuesday - Victoria #14 (Stettler) 3rd Monday
Innisfail #37 (Innisfail) 1st Thur. - Battle River #47(Ponoka) 3rd Thursday
Al Azhar - (Calgary) - Red Deer Unit
Meetings - 3rd Wed. Freemason Hall, 4811-52nd Street, Red Deer, AB, Pres.:
Glen English 403-314-2145; 1st Vice: Bill Canning 403-346-4414;
Secretary: Noble Ed Whitenett 403-341-5089
Al Shamal - (Edmonton) - Regional Club: Battle River
Contacts: Cliff McDermott - Red Deer ccmcde@shaw.ca
Don Anderson - Stettler - darand@telusplanet.net
Editor’s Comments: - This newsletter is not an official Masonic publication and does not express the policies or
opinions of any specific Masonic Lodge, District or Grand Lodge.
So go ahead and enjoy it as my gift to you. If you have any ideas or suggestions to improve it let me know - I will
always listen, I may not do anything about it, but I will listen. I would love to publish some of the stories from
around the District or even Alberta. Stories about individuals, Lodge happenings or histories of Lodges.
This newsletter will not be published in paper format, but feel free to print it out and pass on to a brother.
Are you your brother’s keeper? Several Masons in the
The subscription list for this newsletter came from the
District do not have access to computers &/or the Internet.
CDMEL (Central District Masonic Email List). If you
If you know of such a Bro. And you think this newsletter is
would rather not receive this Newsletter, let me know
worth while, why not print off a copy to pass on. Another
and I will remove your name - Your name will not be re- idea - if you would like a copy, but do not have a computer,
moved from the CDMEL unless you specifically request it. ask your son or grandson to print it for you - he may get an
idea of what it is you do at that secret Lodge!
If you would like to be added to the subscription list
send me an email.
W. Bro. Clark Johnston, Beacon #190, cjohnst@telus.net
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