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Friday, Saturday & Sunday
April 23rd, 24th, & 25th
45th Masonic Spring Workshop
Enlightenment: The Soul of Freemasonry
Keynote Speaker

Dr. Margaret C. Jacob

Author of several Books on Freemasonry and
Enlightenment

http://www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca/
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This month I had the pleasure of seeing two sons (Lewis) being brought
into the Masonic fraternity by their Fathers. This is a wonderful occasion for both
the family members. I look at this as a life time opportunity to spend time together
not just as family but as brothers in the Masonic family.
The Masonic Bonspiel is coming up and I was Talking to Mark Spencer
and we were wondering if some of the teams would like to dress up in a costume to
add a bit of colour to the day.
I have also seen a lot of discussion coming from the Masonic mentor in a
few of the lodges. There is a lot of good information in it and could be a useful too
RW Bro. Randall Robinson
D.D.G.M. Central District to create some interest for some of the members who have not been to lodge for a
while.
17 Somerset Close,

See you in the district.
Fraternally yours
WR Bro. Randall Robinson

Red Deer, AB T4N 0E7
403 347-1373
andenica@telusplanet.net

Central District Officers 2008 - 2009
District Secretary
Masonic Higher Education &
Bursary
Masonic Foundation
Research & Education

W. Bro. Scott Campbell

403-318-7775

prairesand@shaw.ca

W. Bro. Mitch Thompson

403-309-2544

waycat@telusplanet.net

W Bro. Bob Cantwell
W Bro. Bob Cantwell

403-986-4242
403-986-4242

rrc1@telus.net
rrc1@telus.net

District Education Challenge 2010
Innisfail #8

visits

Britannia #18

Apollo #29

visits

Kitchener #95

Eureka #10

visits

Innisfail #8

Red Deer #12

visits

Eureka #10

Mountain View
#16

visits

Britannia #18

visits

Feb 9th

June 17th

Kenilworth #29

visits

Apollo #29

May 20th

April 27th

Kitchener #95

visits

Mountain View #16

April 5th

Lochearn #151

Lochearn #151

visits

Beacon #190

Red Deer #12

Beacon #190

visits

Kenilworth #29

Central District Lodges - Meeting Nights
Innisfail #8

Innisfail

3rd Thursday

8:00 PM

Eureka #10

Lacombe

4th Tuesday

8:00 PM

Red Deer #12

Red Deer

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Mountain View #16

Olds

1st Monday

8:00 PM

Britannia #18

Ponoka

1st Wednesday

8:00 PM

Apollo #27

Stettler

3rd Thursday

8:00 PM

Kenilworth #29

Red Deer

1st Tuesday

7:30 PM

Kitchener #95

Rimbey

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Lochearn #151

Rocky Mountain House

2nd Thursday

7:30 PM

Beacon #190

Red Deer

4th Monday

7:30 PM

Some District Lodges have a meal before the Lodge meeting - check for times

Central District Web Page

http://mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm
Check the web site for links to reading material & videos discussed at the District Meeting
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The Craft is Growing
Mountain View Lodge #16 was
proud to initiate Bro. Russell H.
Robinson on Saturday Feb 20.
At this meeting there were two father and son pairs in attendance.
The picture displays, our new
Brother – Bro. Russell H Robinson
and his father, W Bro Hugh J Robinson (Secretary of Mountain View
#16) on the left – plus - RW Bro
Randall Robinson, DDGM of Central District and his father, VW Bro
Denis Robinson (Red Deer #12) on
the right. - No the pairs are not re-

Bro.

Jordan (Jordy) Cox is welcomed into the Fraternity, after receiving his third degree, by his
Grandfather, RW Bro. Cliff McDermont of Red
Deer #12. Bro. Cox, who lives in Killam, AB is
now a member of Harmony Lodge # in Sedgwick,
AB. He is the 4th generation of McDermott to become a Master Mason. His mother is very active
in the Forestburg Chapter of the Eastern Star.
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The Officers and DDGM congratulate Bros Patrick Clarke & Frank Savard on being passed to
the Fellowcraft degree at Kenilworth #29 at the March meeting. Shown in the picture L to R
are Bro. Cory Martz (SW), RW Bro. Len Clarke, Bro. Patrick Clarke, RW. Bro. Randall Robinson (DDGM), W Bro. Bill Douglas, Bro. Frank Savard, W Bro. Dave Travers (WM), and
Bro.

Another Father Son combination - RW Bro. Len Clarke and
son Patrick Clarke along with
RW. Bro. Randall Robinson and
his father VW Bro. Dennis Robinson
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Continuing along with the story of the Craft Growing in Central District, Beacon #190 is
pleased to welcome six new Brethren to the Craft. We did not get pictures at their initiation,
but hopefully that can be corrected at subsequent degrees. The new Beacon members are:
Bro. Jason Boyd
Bro. Anthony Braun
Bro. Chad Gillies
Bro. Daniel Hopkins
Bro. David Matheson
Bro. Shawn Purdy

Welcome Brethren
I also learned from the Red Deer #12 Summons, that they will be passing three Brethren to the
Fellowcraft degree at their regular meeting on March 9th. Hopefully they—and other Lodges
in the District—will send in some names and pictures.

Operation: Northeast Angle
In October of 2009 Beacon Lodge 190 started Operation: Northeast Angle. This project was
inspired by the Northeast Angle lecture that we all heard upon our initiation into Freemasonry.
At that time we were all called upon ―to exercise that virtue which may justly be denominated
the distinguishing characteristic of a Freemason‘s heart: I mean Charity.‖ At that moment we
all responded in the same manner. We had nothing to give. However, we would give if we had
the power.
Operation: Northeast Angle asked the brethren of Beacon Lodge 190 to give their time, wisdom, and finances to anonymously provide food hampers to those in need in our community at
Christmas. You responded with donations of $792.40. In addition, many helpful suggestions
were made as to existing agencies and programs that could help us accomplish our goal. As a
result, our project expanded beyond delivering food hampers to include making monetary donations and purchasing Christmas gifts for children. Of course, these resources are only effective when people commit their time in putting them to use. Special thanks has to be given to
Scott Wambolt and Peter Haight for helping to purchase and package the items to be delivered.
The end result was that we gave monetary gifts to the Salvation Army and a family recommended by a brother Mason. We gave Christmas gifts to a family of four who were living on
the income of a half time job of one parent. Food hampers were provided to two deserving
families suggested by Loaves and Fishes and one family recommended by a brother Mason.
Congratulations, brethren, on cheerfully embracing the opportunity of practicing that virtue,
charity, which you profess to admire.
Fraternally yours,
Mark Honert, Junior Warden, Beacon Lodge #190

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

March 2010

page 5

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

March 2010

page 6

Ten guides for Freemasons
I am the representative
of my Lodge and of all Free and Accepted Masons.
Whatever I do or say reflects directly upon myself and my fellow Freemasons everywhere
and on our good works.
I am responsible
for what my Lodge and Freemasonry represent.
They can be no more than what my fellow Freemasons and I make them.
I should not criticize
what my fellow Freemasons do for Freemasonry
unless I have a better suggestion and I am prepared to do it myself.
I must remember
that the fact that I bear the name, Master Mason or Freemason, is not enough.
I must continue to be worthy.
My fellow members and I
are our Lodges and Freemasonry.
Without our active support they cease to exist.
My Lodge does me a favor
by calling upon me. I am not doing the Lodge a favor by serving.
It is both an obligation and a privilege to help the Lodge and Freemasonry.
I should treat my fellow Freemasons
with the same respect, honor, and understanding
that I would like to receive from them.
It is not a right to be a Freemason, it is an honor.
I should respect that honor by abiding by all of the precepts of my Lodge,
my Grand Lodge, and Freemasonry as a whole.
Whatever differences
my fellow Freemasons and I may have,
we are all bound together by the bonds of our loyalty to The G. A.O.T.U,
our families, the Lodge, and Freemasonry.
The willing Master Mason
and his understanding family
are the lifeblood of the Lodge and Freemasonry.
Copied from the: Rural Lodge Newsletter
January 14,2010
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Comment: In response to questions put forth by a few newer Masons, I came across the following ―edict‖
which appears to be the current position of the Grand Lodge of Alberta in regards to Prince Hall Masons.

PRINCE HALL MASONRY EDICT
The Grand Master for 1996-97, M.W. Bro. Costouros, declared the following Special
Edict in effect for his term of office:
“Every member in this jurisdiction may, while visiting other jurisdictions, be in attendance
when there is a Prince Hall Mason present.”
The Committee on the Grand Master’s Address strongly approved of this Edict and
gave “two thumbs up” in these words:
“We express a sincere hope that the day will not be far away when we can sit in Lodge in this
Jurisdiction with our Prince Hall Brethren.”
The following email addresses are bouncing. If anyone can provide the correct addresses,
please let me know - otherwise they will be dropped from the circulation list. Also please advise the email addresses for any new Masons or any Bro. you think might be interested in receiving this newsletter.
Thanks. cjohnst@telus.net

Howard Biederman, Murray Gratz, Jess Chinnrey, John Whitehead, Gary Hiebert,
Ken Snead, Don Ankerson, John Jardin

The SENILITY Prayer :
Grant me the senility to forget the people
I never liked anyway,
The good fortune to run into the ones I do, and
The eyesight to tell the difference.
And remember this above all else:
"You don't stop laughing because you grow old,
You grow old because you stop laughing!!!"

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

March 2010

page 7

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

March 2010

page 8

Sermons We See
Edgar Guest
I'd rather see a sermon than hear one any day;
I'd rather one should walk with me than merely tell the way.
The eye's a better pupil and more willing than the ear,
Fine counsel is confusing, but example's always clear;
And the best of all the preachers are the men who live their creeds,
For to see good put in action is what everybody needs.
I soon can learn to do it if you'll let me see it done;
I can watch your hands in action, but your tongue too fast may run.
And the lecture you deliver may be very wise and true,
But I'd rather get my lessons by observing what you do;
For I might misunderstand you and the high advice you give,
But there's no misunderstanding how you act and how you live.
When I see a deed of kindness, I am eager to be kind.
When a weaker brother stumbles and a strong man stays behind
Just to see if he can help him, then the wish grows strong in me
To become as big and thoughtful as I know that friend to be.
And all travelers can witness that the best of guides today
Is not the one who tells them, but the one who shows the way.
One good man teaches many, men believe what they behold;
One deed of kindness noticed is worth forty that are told.
Who stands with men of honor learns to hold his honor dear,
For right living speaks a language which to every one is clear.
Though an able speaker charms me with his eloquence, I say,
-I'd rather see a sermon than to hear one, any day.
For other poems by Edgar Guest see:
http://www.sofinesjoyfulmoments.com/quotes/edguest.htm
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Gone Fishing
A couple goes on vacation to a fishing resort in northern Alberta.
The husband likes to fish at the crack of dawn. The wife likes to read.
One morning the husband returns after several hours of fishing and decides to
take a nap. Although not familiar with the lake, the wife decides to take the boat
out. She motors out a short distance, anchors, and continues to read her book.
Along comes a game warden in his boat. He pulls up alongside the woman and
says,
"Good morning Ma'am. What are you doing?"
"Reading a book," she replies, (thinking "isn't that obvious?")
"You're in a restricted fishing area," he informs her.
"I'm sorry officer, but I'm not fishing, I'm reading."
"Yes, but you have all the equipment. I'll have to take you in and write you
up."
"If you do that, I'll have to charge you with sexual assault," says the
woman.
"But I haven't even touched you," says the game warden.
"That's true, the woman replies, but you have all the equipment."

MORAL:
Never argue with a woman who reads. It's likely she can also think.
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A message from the Olympics - Well done Canada

This is from the NBC Olympic anchorman:

Leaving behind a thank-you note
Brian Williams, anchor and managing editor

After tonight's broadcast and after looting our hotel mini-bars, we're going to try to brave the blizzard and
fly east to home and hearth, and to do laundry well into next week. Before we leave this thoroughly polite country, the polite thing
to do is leave behind a thank-you note.
Thank you, Canada:
For being such good hosts.
For your unfailing courtesy.
For your (mostly) beautiful weather.
For scheduling no more than 60 percent of your float plane departures at the exact moment when I was trying to say something on
television.
For not seeming to mind the occasional (or constant) good-natured mimicry of your accents.
For your unique TV commercials -- for companies like Tim Hortons -- which made us laugh and cry.
For securing this massive event without choking security, and without publicly displaying a single automatic weapon.
For having the best garment design and logo-wear of the games -- you've made wearing your name a cool thing to do.
For the sportsmanship we saw most of your athletes display.
For not honking your horns. I didn't hear one car horn in 15 days -- which also means none of my fellow New Yorkers rented cars
while visiting.
For making us aware of how many of you have been watching NBC all these years.
For having the good taste to have an anchorman named Brian Williams on your CTV network, who turns out to be such a nice guy.
For the body scans at the airport which make pat-downs and cavity searches unnecessary.
For designing those really cool LED Olympic rings in the harbor, which turned to gold when your athletes won one.
For always saying nice things about the United States...when you know we're listening.
For sharing Joannie Rochette with us.
For reminding some of us we used to be a more civil society.
Mostly, for welcoming the world with such ease and making lasting friends with all of us.
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Central District Curling Bonspiel
Sunday March 14th
Hosted by Lochearn #151
Rocky Curling Club
Registration 10 am
Cost $25.00 per curler
Lunch Only (non Curlers) $10.00
Spouses and Guests Welcome
Please Contact Bros Tessmer 403-845-6095
or Marc Spencer (marc_spencer@live.com) 403-844-1056
to Pre-register (by March 7th)

Kitchener 95 Rimbey Ladies Night
Saturday April 24 2009
Tickets $30.00 per person
Rimbey Drop In Center
Refreshments from 5:30 PM to 6:30 PM
Dinner 6:30 PM
Dance 9:00 PM
Entertainment by "The Vissons"

Contact:
Bro. Earl Geibelhaus (canegrdn@telusplanet.net) 403-843-2379
Or
Bro. Herb Keith 403-843-2384
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Consider the following.

We humans are social beings.
We come into the world as the result of others' actions.
We survive here in dependence on others.
Whether we like it or not,
there is hardly a moment of our lives
when we do not benefit from others' activities.
For this reason it is hardly surprising that most of our happiness
arises in the context of our relationships with others.
Nor is it so remarkable that our greatest joy should come
when we are motivated by concern for others.
But that is not all.

We find that not only do altruistic actions bring about happiness
but they also lessen our experience of suffering.
Sickness, old age, mishaps of one sort or another are the same for us all.
But the sufferings which undermine our internal peace
- anxiety, doubt, disappointment - these things are definitely less.
In our concern for others, we worry less about ourselves.
When we worry less about ourselves
the experience of our own suffering is less intense.

What does this tell us?

Firstly, because our every action has a universal dimension,
a potential impact on others' happiness,
ethics are necessary as a means to ensure that we do not harm others.
Secondly, it tells us that genuine happiness consists in those spiritual qualities
of love, compassion, patience, tolerance and forgiveness and so on.
For it is these which provide both for our happiness and the happiness of others.
Ethics for a New Millennium,
by His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama
copied from the RURAL LODGE NEWSLETTER
http://www.rurallodge.org/Newsletter.pdf
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Rhetoric
I have chosen rhetoric as the subject of this short paper because it is something that affects us in our everyday lives and particularly in lodge.
We live in a multicultural society. Not just because it embodies the cultures
of different nations, but also the cultures of different provinces, and even of
different parts of the provinces. The way we speak is determined for the
most part on the dialect of the local culture in which we were raised and
spent our early lives. So while we may assume that most Canadians speak
Canadian English, which they do, they don‘t all speak the same Canadian
English.
If a person speaks in lodge, or at the festive board, and his rhetoric is good,
we can understand everything that he says. If his rhetoric is clouded and interspersed by his local dialect then we may have difficulty in understanding
all that he says.
Take the address to the haggis as a prime example. If you read the poem you well find that it is written in English, with a Scottish dialect. Scots English as opposed to Canadian English, two forms of the English language, but expressed differently. So you can see that there could be difficulties on both sides.
I personally, have sat no more than ten feet from a speaker, in lodge, and failed to understand what he was
talking about. When we speak we know, very clearly, exactly what we are saying, because we hear what we
are saying inside our heads. But does the listener hear the same voice that we hear? Let me give you an example. I had occasion, some time ago, to memorise a lecture, I got the idea that if I recorded the lecture and
played it back to myself that it would help me memorise. I was wrong about that, it didn‘t work for me. When
I played it back I could hardly recognize my own voice. I was amazed at the difference between what I heard
in my head and how it sounded on the tape, they were so vastly different.
I was therefore obliged to modify my speech by pushing my native dialect into the background to make it easier for others to understand. Of course I still have an accent, but there‘s nothing I can do about that.
Rhetoric, the spoken word, is a means of communicating. If that communication is to be complete then the
spoken word has to be clear, distinct, meaningful and understandable. Rhetoric is one of the seven liberal arts
and sciences that we are recommended and encouraged to study. While I never found the need to study rhetoric before, that tape recording made me realize that I‘d better think again.
Whether we are taking an active part in the ceremonies, presenting a lecture or an R & E paper, it is the
equivalent of public speaking. Public speaking is an art, but is only useful and productive if the audience can
hear and understand what is being said.
The study of rhetoric includes diction, pronunciation, proper emphasis, clarity, audibility, all that stuff that we
think we do naturally, which of course we don‗t. One of the benefits of progressing through the chairs in a
Masonic lodge is that by the time one reaches the Master‘s chair, a person feels fairly comfortable talking to a
group of people or an audience, It only remains to be sure that the audience knows what a person is talking
about.
Perhaps we should all think again, maybe we don‘t all speak as well as we think we do.
Food for thought, brethren.
WB Bill Douglas
Kenilworth Lodge #29
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This Paper was presented by W Bro. Douglas at Kenilworth
#29 regular meeting Tuesday March 2, 2010. In the interest
of Masonic Education, feel free to use or adapt the paper for
use in your Lodge, but please acknowledge the source and let
him know how it was received. alazar2@telus.net
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Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Lodge of Perfection, Central Valley
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday, 8:00 pm
Freemason Hall, 4722 - 49B Ave, Lacombe, AB
Contact Vern Otto, 403-782-3988
Royal Arch, Lebanon #38
Meetings: Third Thursday
Apollo Lodge Hall, 5114-50 Ave Stettler, AB
Contact: Jim Lockhart, jim.lockhart@ufa.com 403-742-5775
Al Azhar Shriners - A.A.O.N.M.S. Red Deer Unit
Meetings - 3rd Wednesday
Freemason Hall, 4811-52nd Street, Red Deer, AB
Contact: Box 42, Red deer, AB, T4N 5E7
Club Pres. Dude Hughs dmhughes@xplornet.com 403-356-1807
1st Vice Garry Hodge ghodge@shaw.ca 403-356-1807
Mountain View #1 (Olds) 1st Tuesday
Venus #2 (Red Deer) 2nd Monday
Alexandra #4 (Lacombe) 2nd Tuesday
Victoria #14 (Stettler) 3rd Monday
Innisfail #37 (Innisfail) 1st Thursday
Battle River #47(Ponoka) 3rd Thursday
Lochearn #129 (RMH) 1st Saturday - 2 pm
Editor’s Comments:
 This newsletter is not an official Masonic publication and does not express the policies or opinions of any specific Masonic Lodge, District or Grand Lodge.
So go ahead and enjoy it as my gift to you. If you have any ideas or suggestions to improve it let me know - I will
always listen, I may not do anything about it, but I will listen. I would love to publish some of the stories from
around the District or even Alberta. Stories about individuals, Lodge happenings or histories of Lodges.
This newsletter will not be published in paper format, but feel free to print it out and pass on to a brother.
The subscription list for this newsletter came from the CDMEL (Central District Masonic Email List). If
you would rather not receive this Newsletter, let me know and I will remove your name - Your name will
not be removed from the CDMEL unless you specifically request it. If you would like to be added to the
subscription list send me an email.
W. Bro. Clark Johnston
Beacon #190
cjohnst@telusplanet.net
A Beacon never goes anywhere
It’s just helps points the way
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Are you your brother’s keeper? Several Masons in the
District do not have access to computers &/or the Internet.
If you know of such a Bro. And you think this newsletter is
worth while, why not print off a copy to pass on. Another
idea—if you would like a copy, but do not have a computer, ask your son or grandson to print it for you -he may
get an idea of what it is you do at that secret Lodge!

March 2010

page 14

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

March 2010

page 15

The Beacon - bookstore
The following books can be purchased on line at Natures Colours-Masonic Books, by following the link below or from links on the DDGM or Beacon web pages. Prices are in CAD funds. Digital versions are also
available. Payment can be made with Major Credit Cards through the secure PayPal payment system or contact me via email at cjohnst@telusplanet.net.

http://www.naturescolours.ca/masonic%20books.htm
Masonic Papers and Addresses, by Bro. James W. Roberts
MW Bro. James W. Roberts is a United Church Minister, a Past Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Alberta, a Mason for over 50 years, a Bro. & a Friend. This book is a collection of the
papers he has written and presented over 50 years; as Masonic Spring Workshop (Masonry In
The Mountains) theme speaker (three times), Grand Chaplin of the Grand Lodge Of Alberta (5
times), His Christmas Message for the Grand Lodge Bulletin (4 times) and his Inaugural & Final
presentations as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Alberta. As well it includes his presentation
to the Grand Lodge of Quebec on Freemasonry and Religion - submitted in November 1993 and
his address as Senior Grand Warden, to the Annual Inter-Provincial Conference of the Officers of
the Four Western Jurisdictions. The messages contained herein are as relevant to Masonry and
society today as they were when they were written and will prove inspirational to any one who
reads them.
Originally compiled by the late WBro Harry Noble of Britannia Lodge #18 , G.R.A.
Updated and re-published by WBro. C Johnston, Beacon #190 G.R.A.

This book also available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta Bookstore.
Masonic Etiquettes
Description: Etiquette and Protocol as it relates to Craft Lodges in Alberta, Canada. This is a re
-production of a book originally published in 1994. An excellent guide for Lodge Officers to
maintain the traditions of conduct within the Lodge and to trace the origins of some traditions.
(A portion of the proceeds from the sale of this book goes to Masonic Charities.)
Original manuscript of the late WBro Harry Noble of Britannia Lodge #18 , G.R.A.
Re-published by WBro. C Johnston, Beacon #190 G.R.A

This book also available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta Bookstore
History of the Grand Lodge of Alberta, 1905 - 1980
Description: This coil bound book is a reproduction of the hard covered book, by the same title, originally
published in the 1980s to commemorate the first 75 years of Freemasonry in Alberta, Canada. It is 154
pages with B&W photos which include pictures of the Grand Masters and Grand Secretaries as well as
historical photos. Also includes Lodge distribution graphics. This re-publication was done mainly to make
the manuscript available in a coil bound version and digital format. Coil bound and digital versions available from ―The Beacon Bookstore on lulu.com.
Original manuscript of the late J.W. Collett, P.G.M., G.L.A.

. Hard cover original version is available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta - Bookstore
Freemasonry – A Way of Life
A WAY OF LIFE; a brief overview of what Freemasonry is and what it isn't. Of interest to
someone looking to find out more about the craft - with a view to joining.
HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED BECOMING A MASON; a series of questions and
explanations directed at someone considering Masonry and wondering if it is an organization suitable to their needs.
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