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Photo by Bro. Steve Holms

Red Deer Masons enjoying the sun during a break at the Masonic Spring Workshop in
Kananaskis this year.. By all reports it was a top notch event. I’m sure there were other Masons there from the District, but this is the only picture I could come up with. Why not plan to
join them next year.

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

June 2008

page 1

2

Photo by Bro. Russ Fisher

100 Years
Kenilworth #29 celebrated 100 years of Masonry with a Rededication Ceremony May 10th at
the Red Deer Freemason Temple. The Worshipful Master for the rededication was the Senior
Grand Warden, RW. Bro. Brian Shimmons, with other chairs being filled by Grand Lodge Officers. There were 50+ Masons in attendance for the ceremony which was followed by a very
pleasant dinner at the Black Knight Inn for the Masons , their ladies and guests. Guest
speaker was Michel Dawe , City Archivist and Entertainment provided by Jim Dandy Productions (Bro. James Reimer)

W Bro. Travis SW and acting WM at the rededication Meeting, MW Bro. Curly Foster, Grand
Master 1980 - Senior member of Kenilworth and W Bro. Nieman IPM of Kenilworth #29
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

June 2008

page 2

3

Apollo #27 Centennial Celebration saw 90+ Masons gather in the Stettler Lodge Hall to re-consecrated the
Lodge and set it on course for another 100 years. After a very well conducted meeting the Brethren joined
their wives for fabulous dinner and excellent entertainment. The picture shows the Grand Lodge Officers and
the WM in the first two rows, with the Officers of Apollo in the 3rd row and members of Apollo in the 4th.

APOLLO LODGE #27 G.R.A. A.F. & A.M.
Date of Dispensation
First Meeting Held
Date of Charter
Masters Message

FEBRUARY 1, 1907
FEBRUARY 7, 1907
MAY 27, 1908

100 YEARSP A mere speck of time in the history of the earth, but more than a lifetime for most humans.
What many changes these past 100 years have seen, from the telegraph to the internet for information, from
horseback to trans-global jet for travel, from the offset printing press to email for communication, the changes
and progress have been swift and steady.
The one constant of all this change is the need for people to communicate. We all have a basic desire to speak
openly and freely with our fellow man. To learn from others through their thoughts and deeds, to be made
aware of the opposing point of view in a courteous manner, and above all to be respectful of others. It is my
belief that by truly listening and making an honest attempt to understand others, many of the conflicts that
trouble mankind today could be avoided.
Freemasonry gives us a place to practice this notion. Freemasonry teaches respect for others, and compassion
and charity quickly follow.
To all my Brethren in the Craft, thank you for the privilege of serving you this past year
Yours fraternally
W.M. Hal B. Neis
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Perhaps if you are lucky this summer you may get a chance to visit our neigbours to the
south - Montana. If you do I trust you will not be unlucky and be stopped by one of their
State Troopers. However, if you are take notice of the shoulder patch on their uniform. It
contains the numbers 3-7-77. As you contemplate the patch and its strange numbers - and
while the trooper writes up a speeding ticket -you can think back to the following paper
presented by W Bro. Cantwell to the Brethren of Kitchener #95 as part of Beacon #190’s
District Education Challenge presentation.

HOW FREEMASONRY TAMED A TERRITORY
THE STORY OF MONTANA 3 – 7 - 77
In the summer of 1862, Nathaniel Pitt Langford of Minnesota, was one of dozens of men
who signed on to an expedition, led by Capt. James L. Fisk, to cross the northern plains by
wagon train and head into Western Montana to seek their fortunes and create a new life for
themselves. At this time, Langford was 30. Born in 1832 in Westmoreland, New York, Langford was raised and educated in New York State. In 1854, at age 22, he started his migration
west by first stopping in Minnesota where he became a merchant and was raised a Master Mason under the Grand Lodge of Minnesota, an event which proved to be a key development in
his character often overlooked by historians. He was proud of his Masonic heritage and was
proficient in his degree work.
Bros. Meriwether Lewis and William Clark (St. Louis Lodge No. 111, MO) brought the
first group of white explorers across Montana in 1805 and 1806 as part of their expedition to
the northwest. They were closely followed by fur trappers and traders. Aside from this, Montana remained the domain of the Indian...until gold was discovered.
Well before Montana was recognized as a territory of the United States, gold was found
in southwestern Montana in the early 1860's. With this news, prospectors hurried to the area
and makeshift villages began to pop-up. Since there was not yet a territorial government
formed, law was governed by mining camps who would hire private sheriffs to administer justice, usually with mixed results.
Langford and the Fisk Expedition found its way through the plains of Montana with little incident. It had been a long and hard trip, but they were now approaching the end of their
journey. Shortly before they reached the mountains, the expedition split into different directions with Langford's group heading towards the southwest.
The group of about a dozen men stopped along a river bank one day at noon to take refreshment and were about to resume their journey when three or four horsemen appeared, coming out of the mountains, dressed from head-to-toe as mountain men. As such, the Fisk group
eyed them suspiciously and checked their weapons in case of trouble, particularly Langford
who was attending to his horse towards the back of the group. Fortunately, the riders presented
no threat as all but one rode past the group without stopping to talk. The one lone rider stopped
and dismounted to talk to the men at the front of the group who were yoking the oxen. Langford was out of earshot as to what was being said but the conversation was brief and the rider
mounted his horse again. As he was about to leave, he turned and asked,
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"Whose train is this?"
"Nobody's; we own the wagons among ourselves."
"Where are you from?"
"From Minnesota."
"How many men were there in your train?"
"About one hundred and thirty."
"Was there a man named H.A. Biff in your train""
"No, sir! No such man."
"Did you ever hear of such a man?"
"I never did," replied one.
"I know of no one of that name," said another
This dialogue caught the attention of Langford. Before the rider could leave, Langford
approached him on horseback and offered him the token and word of a Master Mason. The two
shook hands fervently for both had found a Brother they could talk to and trust. The two rode
the rest of the day together describing their backgrounds and talking about Bannack, the small
mining town where Langford was heading. Langford found the man to be a warm and intelligent brother Mason and enjoyed his company immensely. Likewise, Langford was the first
Mason the rider had met in Montana and they talked as long-lost friends for hours, much to the
bewilderment of the others.
After the two had established a warm rapport and described their Masonic upbringing, the rider
began to give Langford a picture of the lay of the land. He warned Langford how the area was
growing due to the gold rush, and how some miners who struck gold had a tendency to disappear or were found dead. There was little, if any, law enforcement or government in the area.
Consequently, he advised Langford to keep a low profile and watch his back. The two eventually parted on the square with the rider heading off to rejoin his comrades. Langford took heed
of his Brother's advice.
As the Fisk group continued their
trek, Langford marveled at the power of
Freemasonry and dwelled on his chance
meeting with his fraternal Brother. Summer had given way to autumn and Langford knew their trip to Bannack was
coming to an end. The group camped on
the Mullan road near the summit of the
Rockies. It was a picturesque spot where
the mountains surrounded them and was
lit at night by the moon and a curtain of
stars. The glory and grandeur of the
Rockies stirred Langford's soul and he
wanted to celebrate their arrival. Knowing there were two other Masons in his
Bannock Historical Lodge No. 3-7-77
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party, he recruited Bro. George Charlton and Bro. George Gere, who, like Langford, were all
members of Minnesota Lodges and the trio ascended the summit for the purpose of opening an
informal Lodge of Master Masons as generations of Masons have done before them, complete
with Bible, square and compass. Being more proficient in Masonic custom than his Brothers,
Langford acted as Worshipful Master. Inspired by the moment, the Masonic words and ritual
came back to Langford with fluidity and precision. All agreed it was a beautiful degree and
confirmed their faith in their Masonic heritage. None realized the significance of this "epochal"
event as Langford would call it, representing the very first Lodge of Master Masons ever held
in Montana and ultimately foretold the events to shape the territory. The date: Monday, September 23rd, 1862.
These three Brothers, by their actions, became the "3" in "3-7-77".
Bannack was located on the southeastern edge of the newly created Idaho Territory (the
southwest corner of modern Montana). Bannack was isolated from any true territorial jurisdiction, without any form of government. But man is a social animal requiring structure in the
form of agreed upon rules, regulations and laws. Without them, chaos quickly follows, which
Bannack fell victim to, and became a convenient target for outlaws who organized into gangs
of roving desperados.
Such was the environment Langford and his party rode into in the fall of 1862. Bannack
was far from the civilization known to Langford in New York or even Minnesota. Such an environment would test any Freemason who believed in justice, religion, and brotherhood - as it
did with Langford, who would stand out as a pillar of Bannack society based on his strong
moral convictions.
Langford restricted his close confidants to those he could trust, especially Brother Masons. Among his friends was Bro. William H. Bell who was a Mason from St. Louis. In November 1862, Bell fell victim to mountain fever and, as his dying wish, requested Langford
give him a Masonic funeral. When Bell passed, his body was taken to the cabin of Bro. C.J.
Miller and Langford spread the word from mouth to ear for all Masons in the area to assemble
at Miller's cabin for the funeral. He did not anticipate the response his call would result in, nor
the chain of events that would ensue.
Word of the Masonic funeral was carefully passed from one Brother to another around
Bannack. As the sun set on November 12th, the Masons began to assemble at Miller's cabin,
some came alone, others in groups, but they kept coming. Langford had expected perhaps a
handful of Masons to heed his call. Instead, dozens appeared to pay their Masonic respects to
their fallen Brother. So many Masons appeared that they moved the funeral to a larger cabin
nearby. Langford conducted the services personally and 76 Brothers deposited the evergreen in
Bell's grave.
These 76 Brothers, along with the deceased Bell, became the "77" in "3-7-77".
The Masons were pleasantly surprised by their numbers. Prior to the funeral, it had not
occurred to anyone that the fraternity was so well represented in the area. Consequently, they
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

June 2008

page 6

7

began to hold lodge meetings in the security of the mountains, away from prying eyes and easy
to tyle. These meetings became important to the Masons, not only to reaffirm their Masonic
obligations but to establish the support network they needed to survive in dangerous times.
The "7" in "3-7-77" is the keystone of our algorithm and represents the culmination of
our story. Although, it is the main component that lead to law and order in Montana, it would
be for naught without the first two variables in place.
Recognizing the need for organizing a tightly bound group, seven members swore allegiance to bring law and order to the area. On December 22, 1863 a vigilante oath was administered by Wilber Sanders, nephew of the new Chief Justice of the territory, Sidney Edgerton,
both Masons from Ohio.
It was these seven Brothers, by their actions, that became the "7" in "3-7-77".
They formalized the oath in writing the next day:
"We the undersigned uniting ourselves in a party for the purposes of arresting thieves and murderers and recover stolen property do pledge ourselves on our sacred honor each to all others
and solemnly swear that we will reveal no secrets, violate no laws of right and never desert
each other or our standard of justice and seal them 23 of December 1863."
Vigilantes were not uncommon in the wild west, particularly in the wilderness and
loosely governed territories. But this Montana group developed an oath and a set of obligations
based on honor, secrecy and righteousness; characteristics of Freemasonry.
The ranks of the vigilantes swelled immediately with Langford and many other Masons joining
the group, as well as other non-Masons concerned with law and order. Merchants, miners, and
professional men alike joined the committee, but membership in the vigilantes was a well
guarded secret since they probably feared reprisals from the outlaws.
It is not known who specifically invented the expression "3-7-77", but it became the
calling card of the vigilantes. In fact, the mysterious numbers actually did not appear until the
1870's as the vigilantes were disbanding. It would be found carved in trees and brandished
around towns as an intriguing warning to outlaws not to disrupt the peace and harmony of
Montana. For if they did, the warning implied the vigilantes would not hesitate to reassemble
and take justice into their hands again.
Vigilantism in today's society is unimaginable. But given the climate of the times, e.g., alone in
the wilderness with the "civilized" country at war with itself, it is understandable how the turn
of events came about. Were the vigilantes wrong for taking the law into their own hands? Perhaps. But we, as members of the 21st century, are not fit to judge. Bottom-line, we must look
at the end result: the robberies and killings stopped and law and order came to Montana.
There have been numerous books and articles written on the Vigilantes of Montana.
Over the years, historians sifted through newspaper clippings of the time and available court
and territorial records. We must remember American journalism, particularly in the west, had a
flare for the dramatic at the expense of actual facts. Further, governmental records in a frontier
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town were practically non-existent. Regardless of how historians today protest Plummer's innocence, they had no way of knowing in any precise detail of the events that occurred. More
importantly, they didn't have any knowledge of the customs and character of the Masonic Fraternity. In this author's opinion, most of the historians simply "missed it."
W. Bro. Bob Cantwell
WM Beacon #190
References:
Bro Thomas J. Dimsdale
WBro Tim Bryce
WBro Eugene Dunwebber
The Grand Lodge of Montana

www.grandlodgemontana.org/
THE WORK, THE SIGN, THE TOKEN,
THE SWEET MASONIC PRAYER.
THE VOW THAT YOU HAVE TAKEN
YOU HAVE CLIMBED THE INNER STAIR.
THE WAGES OF A MASON
ARE NEVER PAID IN GOLD
BUT THE GAIN COMES FROM CONTENTMENT
WHEN YOU’RE WEAK AND GROWING OLD.

THE OLD MASTER’S WAGES
I MET A DEAR OLD MAN TODAY
WHO WORE A MASONIC PIN
IT WAS OLD AND FADED LIKE THE MAN
IT’S EDGES WERE WORN AND THIN
I APPROACHED THE PARK BENCH WHERE
HE SAT
TO GIVE THE OLD BROTHER HIS DO
I SAID, “I SEE YOU’VE TRAVELED EAST
HE SAID, “I HAVE, HAVE YOU”?
I SAID, I HAVE AND IN MY DAY
BEFORE THE ALL SEEING SUN
I PLAYED IN THE RUBBLE WITH JUBALA
JUBILO AND JUBALUM.
HE SHOUTED, DON’T LAUGH AT THE
WORK MY SON
IT’S GOOD AND SWEET AND TRUE
AND IF YOU’VE TRAVELED AS YOU SAID
YOU SHOULD GIVE THESE THINGS A DUE.
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YOU SEE I’VE CARRIED MY OBLIGATIONS
FOR ALMOST 50 YEARS
IT HAS HELPEDME THROUGH THE HARDSHIPS
AND THE FAILURES FULL OF TEARS.
NOW I’M LOSING MY MIND AND BODY
DEATH IS NEAR BUT I DON’T DISPAIR
I’VE LIVED MY LIFE UPON THE LEVEL
AND I’M DYING ON THE SQUARE
SOMETIMES THE GREATEST LESSONS
ARE THOSE THAT ARE LEARNED ANEW
AND THE OLD MAN IN THE PARK TODAY
HAS CHANGED MY POINT OF VIEW
TO ALL MY MASONIC BROTHERS
THE ONLY SECRET IS TO CARE
MAY YOU LIVE UPON THE LEVEL
AND PART UPON THE SQUARE.
Author Unknown
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The following article is taken from the Scottish Rite Journal, Nov. - Dec. 2005 issue with the permission of
the author Bro. Stephen Dafoe.

The Scottish Rite Journal:
Stephen Dafoe Homepage

www.scottishrite.org/what/educ/srj.html
www.stephendafore.com

The Masonic Tourist
Masonic Hall, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
The replica 1903 lodge hall is the Masonic highlight to Alberta’s Fort Edmonton Park
An amusement park may seem like an unusual
spot to find a Masonic Hall, but then, Fort Edmonton Park, located on the south bank of the
North Saskatchewan River in Edmonton, Alberta is much more than an amusement park. It
is one of Canada’s largest living museums, covering four eras of the growth and development
of this western city, which is the capital of Alberta.
The park takes its name from Fort Edmonton,
which was originally called Edmonton House
when it was established as a trading post for the
Hudson’s Bay Company in 1795. The fort and
trading post moved several times over the years,
with the final fort being dismantled in 1915 to
make way for the Alberta Legislature Building located in the city’s center. Fort Edmonton, the modern version, began in 1969, when a replica of the final fort was built three miles upstream from its last location. Fort
Edmonton Park quickly became an important tourist attraction in Edmonton as well as an historical homage to
Alberta’s fur trading past.
Today the living museum, in addition to the replica Fort, contains three areas representing the city’s past: 1885
street, 1905 street, and 1920 street. Visitors to the park can access the different areas on a steam engine, street
car, stagecoach, or horse and buggy, but the best way to see everything is to travel on foot. Each street contains
both original and replica buildings from the eras depicted by the street names and plenty of period costumed
interpreters to explain in detail the historical stories told by the buildings. In total, Fort Edmonton Park contains over 75 buildings ranging from a North West Mounted Police outpost complete with replica jail and gun
shed to the Hotel Selkirk, a replica of an early Alberta Hotel, where visitors can dine or spend the night.
To the Masonic Tourist, the most interesting part of the park is the replica lodge building located on 1905
Street. The Hall is aptly placed on 1905 Street, for it was in this year that Alberta became a province and the
Grand Lodge of Alberta was formed. In fact one of the first acts of the Alberta Legislature was a private members’ bill establishing the Grand Lodge of Alberta. This act of legislature was put forth by Brother Alexander
Cameron Rutherford, the Premier of Alberta at the time.

One of the period-costumed interpreters of Fort Edmonton Park stands in front of the home of Bro. Alexander
Cameron Rutherford, Premier of Alberta.
In 1903 a Masonic hall was built on the west side of 102nd Street by Edmonton Lodge. This lodge would serve
the Masons of Edmonton until 1930, when the present Freemasons’ Hall was completed. After the opening of
the new Hall, the 102nd street location was sold and today no remnant of it exists at its former location. Al-
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berta Masons and Masonic travelers are fortunate, however, to have an exact replica of the original building in
Fort Edmonton Park to record this era in Alberta’s Masonic history.
Inside the ante-room of the replica hall is a plaque with the following inscription:
This building is sponsored by the Ionic Club of Edmonton (1976) and was officially opened on Nov. 16, 1980.
The Ionic club of Edmonton is comprised of all Freemasons who are members of Edmonton Lodge No. 7 A.F.
& A.M. G.R.A. and Eastgate Lodge No. 192 A.F. & A.M. G.R.A.
The Solid Symbol Society of Highlands Lodge No. 168, the Alberta government, and the Fort Edmonton
Foundation also provided funding for the project.
The original 1903 building had many tenants for the lower section. Originally the rentable area was occupied
by the Alberta College, but later had tenants such as Custom and Excise as well as the Shaw Cigar Factory.
Today the lower section of the replica Masonic Hall is occupied by a café serving fast food to Fort Edmonton
Park’s hungry visitors.
Access to the Masonic exhibit is via a set of stairs located on the side of the building. Arriving at the summit of
the stairs, you find two rooms adjoining the lodge room itself. Here, in addition to the guest register and some
pamphlets on various appendant and concordant bodies, are a number of Masonic artifacts from Alberta’s first
century of Freemasonry: ornate regalia of years gone by, certificates of various types, photographs of Railroad
Masons and a rather unflattering illustration of the Duke of Sussex, who was the First Grand Master of the
United Grand Lodge of England in 1813.
The lodge room itself is an exact replica of that room in which so many of Alberta’s early Freemasons were initiated, passed and raised. As lodge rooms go,
it hardly compares to the splendor of the present Freemasons’ Hall on 100th
Avenue, but its charm is in its coziness and its connection to the past. In addition to the normal accoutrements of the lodge room, the walls are populated
with aprons, regalia, and tracing boards used in the Canadian Rite as well as
symbol charts utilized by our York Rite Brethren (Alberta works these two
rituals within its jurisdiction). The room, despite its link to the past and additional artifacts, looks little different from the many lodge rooms we are all familiar with today, instantly illustrating to Masonic visitors how little things
have changed in Alberta’s 100 years of history.
One small bonus for the Masonic traveler is a little office located off to the side
of the lodge room. Here sitting on the desk is a special guest registry reserved
for visiting brethren, and the tour guides will only be too happy to have you
sign.

One of the period-costumed interpreters of Fort Edmonton Park
stands in front of the home of
Bro. Alexander Cameron Rutherford, Premier of Alberta.

Like Fort Edmonton Park itself, the replica Masonic Hall is a living museum. Like Alberta’s working lodges,
the replica lodge is alive with fellowship and a warm smile, whether the visitor is a Mason or not. The Masonic exhibit, located on the second floor is open seven days a week during the time when Fort Edmonton Park
is open to visitors. From May to September, a large number of Edmonton Masons give up a day of their time
to man the display answering questions for visitors to the park. With two Masons on duty each day, there are
over 1,500 hours of time given to this exhibit by Alberta Masons each year.
Fort Edmonton Park is located on Whitemud Dr. and Fox Dr. (7000 – 143 St.) Admission to the park ranges
from $6.75 for children to $10.00 for adults an inexpensive way to spend a day in Edmonton, Alberta.
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Editors Comments: The following article is adapted from a book called “Look To The Light”, published by
the Educational Committee Mount Elphinstone Lodge No. 130 B.C.R., Roberts Creek, B.C. It has been
adapted to be presented to Beacon Lodge #190 (Canadian Rite) as an educational program. It never was presented due to other programs and lack of time, but I think the message is very important, especially in this day
and age when our candidates are not personally known to us. They often come to us from the Internet and
have much more knowledge about Freemasonry than we did when we petitioned to join. They are looking for
more and expect more and it is up to us to give them more. The purpose of the paper is not to set down strict
rules, rather to stimulate discussion. Next month I will present a paper on “The Examining Committee”.
In Alberta form 104 Sponsor’s Recommendation states - to be read in Lodge
“We are personally acquainted with the above named petitioner, and from our confidence in his integrity, do cheerfully recommend him as a proper candidate for the mysteries of Masonry.”

LOOK TO THE LIGHT - GUIDELINES FOR A PROPOSER OR SECONDER
One of the great privileges of Freemasonry is the right to propose or second a Candidate to
your Lodge. However the exercising of this right will involve you in the performance of many
duties, and every member who allows his name to be used as the proposer or seconder of a
Candidate should be fully aware of these responsibilities before he signs the Candidate's application form. These duties may be summarized as follows:
BEFORE PRESENTING THE PETITION
1. Be sure that the Candidate clearly under- stands that no monetary advantage, privilege or
patronage will accrue to him through his member- ship.
2. Ensure that the Candidate understands the financial obligation in which he will share in
support of his Lodge's operating expenses and charities.
3. Make sure that the Candidate realizes the time required for regular Lodge attendance, rehearsals, social events, etc.
4. Take thought, and be himself sure, that his Candidate will be happy with the members, and
the spirit, of the Lodge in which membership is being sought and be certain that the members will be happy with him.
5. Make sure that the Candidate reads the pamphlet prepared by Grand Lodge for presentation
to would be petitioners.
UNTIL THE DAY OF INITIATION
1. Keep in touch with the Candidate. Answer any questions he may have about Freemasonry.
2. Keep keeping in touch.
THE DAY AND NIGHT OF INITIATION
1. Contact the Candidate some days before THE DAY and make a definite appointment for
THE NIGHT.
2. Advise him on dress and on preparation mentally and physically.
3. Call at his home in plenty of time and transport him to the Lodge Hall.
4. Introduce him to some attending, but not too many, and most certainly to the Master, to the
Tyler and to the Deacons.
5. Do not leave his side until the degree starts.
6. Be seated in the N.E. area so he can sit beside you after his initiation. (If you are an officer
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arrange for another Brother to sit with him in the N.E. - don’t leave him by himself)
7. Be with him at refreshment.
8. See to it that a coach is appointed by the Master.
BETWEEN INITIATION AND RAISING
1. See that the Candidate attends every meeting of the Lodge for which he is eligible, until he
is raised. (Sponsors should be able to report to the Lodge the reason the Candidate is not at
a Lodge Meeting)
2. Arrange to accompany the Candidate on visits to other Lodges using the same ritual, to witness those ceremonies which the Candidate has recently taken.
3. Encourage the Candidate to attend all Lodge meetings from the time of his initiation, which
he is qualified to attend, to get him into regular habits of attendance.
THEREAFTER
1. Ensure that no occasion the new member is perchance allowed to stand alone outside any
conservational group.
2. Act as a guide and counselor in matters of Masonic procedure, etiquette, and practice, and
thus enable the newly admitted Brother to move about more freely, and feel at home in the
Lodge room and at refreshment. There is no law to prevent a full member of any rank, who
is not in office sitting beside a Brother on the floor.
3. Encourage questions from, and ensure that answers are always given to the satisfaction of
the new member.
4. Assist his awareness of the teachings, meanings and history of the Institution by lending or
recommending books on the Craft.
5. Assure that he is aware of the existence of the Library if your Lodge has one, and of the
Grand Lodge Library, and encourage him to make use of both, by your own example.
6. Tell him about the Lodges of Instruction or research in Alberta, and around the world, and
encourage him to apply for membership in one or more of them.
The proposing or seconding of Candidates is often taken very lightly by many Masons, but is
really an extremely important part of our educational system. No Brother should propose a
Candidate unless be knows him well and is convinced of his suitability. The foregoing lists indicate how serious are the responsibilities of a Proposer or Seconder, and how much time is
needed to properly guide a Candidate up to and through his Master Mason degree. If you are
not willing, or are unable, to spend the time necessary with the Candidate it would be better to
ask someone else to sign his application form. These listed duties can, of course, be split between the Proposer and Seconder by some mutual co-operation, but it is essential that they be
carried out.

One of the most common reasons why a new Master Mason so often comes only
a few times and then drops out, is that his Sponsors signed his paper and then
forgot him and left him on his own.
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

June 2008

page 12

13

From The Red Deer Express
May 14, 2008
By: Michael Dawe
One of Red Deer’s pioneer physicians and a man who also had an enormous impact in city affairs was Dr. John Collison.
Dr. Collison was born on January 2nd, 1873 at Dixon’s Corners, Ontario. After completing
school, he initially became a school teacher. However, after three years, he decided to launch a
new career. He attended McGill University and graduated with a degree in medicine in 1901.
For two years, he worked in a hospital in Ontario, but was soon lured by the prospects of the
rapidly developing Canadian West.
Consequently, in 1903, he made his way to Alberta. He stopped in Red Deer and was invited to
the wedding of William Spurrell and Violet Evans. He later stated that he found the hospitality
to be so overwhelming that he decided to make Red Deer his new home.
Initially, he operated his practice out of the Alexandra (later known as the Park) Hotel. However, he soon built a combination office and residence on the south side of 49 St., mid-point
between Gaetz and 49 Aves.
Shortly after his arrival, Dr. Collison met Ella Beatty, whose father had been one of the first
surveyors in the Red Deer area in the early 1880’s and whose uncles had been the first settlers
south of Red Deer in 1882. John and Ella were married in 1904.
In addition to building up his medical practice, Dr. Collison became very active in community
affairs.
A strong Mason, he led the push to create Red Deer’s second Masonic Lodge, Kenilworth, in
1907. He was to serve as the second worshipful master of the Lodge and in 1927, was
awarded with a life membership.
In January 1909, Dr. Collison was appointed the medical officer of health for the Town of Red
Deer, a post which paid $30 per month. In 1911, the general practice had grown to the extent
that he took in a partner, Dr. Douglas Gray.
In 1912, Dr. Collison decided to specialize in diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat. He took
on another partner, Dr. C.W. Sanders, who was an old classmate from the McGill School of
Medicine. Dr. Collison then went to Europe for two years to take post-graduate courses in his
new specialities.
In 1914, he returned to Red Deer. He remodelled his old home on 49 St. into larger offices and
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a medical lab. He and his family then moved to a new home in the Waskasoo subdivision,
north of 55th Street.
Dr. Collison got very involved in municipal affairs. In 1915, he was elected to City Council as
an alderman. In 1921, he was elected mayor.
His years on council were extremely challenging ones. With the
First World War and a severe post-war depression, the city’s finances were in terrible shape. Taxes were raised dramatically to
cover the increasing deficits and debt.
Since people could not afford the higher rates, the result was only
increasing tax arrears.
Finally, the banks refused to advance the city any more loans. The
city was, in effect, bankrupt.

Mayor John Collison greetingLord
and Lady Baden Powell at the Red
Deer Train Station, 1923
Photo courtesy of the Red Deer and District
Archives

Dr. Collison and council adopted severe emergency measures. A
pay-as-you-go policy was adopted. All expenditures were cut to an
absolute minimum. Dr. Collison deflected some criticism for the
new policy by refusing to accept any of his salary.
Slowly and painfully, the financial corner was turned. The public
showed their support for the severe austerity by returning Dr. Collison as mayor in the next four elections.

In 1927, with his wife’s health beginning to fail, Dr. Collison sold his practice to Dr. Charles
Bunn and moved to Vancouver.
Two years later, he fell ill himself with cancer. He passed away in May 1930 at the age of 57.
His wife passed away six months later. They were survived by one son, David, who had followed in his father’s footsteps as a physician.

Ever wondered about Freemasonry in Cuba?
Check out this link for a description and pictures of one Brother’s adventures;

http://www.itsgreattobeamason.org/CubanLodges(good)%20(1).pdf
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DDGM contact information:

Box 4322, Ponoka AB, T4J 1R7
(403) 783-5703
Email:: tiny@shaw.ca
Visit “The Beacon - bookstore”, where you can purchase a copy of “Masonic Etiquettes”
written by Bro. Harry J Noble - originally published in 1994 and republished in 2008. An excellent guide for Lodge Officers to maintain the traditions for conduct within the Lodge. The
book (paperback) is available for $13.03 or it can be downloaded for $7.50. The majority of
the proceeds going to Masonic Charity.

http://stores.lulu.com/thebeacon
Also Available at The Beacon:
•

My Father Was A Mason; - a picture book of children's drawings depicting their father as a Mason. Created by

•

Lochearn Masonic Lodge #151, G.R.A., Central District, located in Rocky Mountain House, Alberta Canada. The
picture book has been converted to a Calendar, showing meeting nights of Lodges in the District from January 1,
2008 to December 31 2008. priced at $!8.79.
Freemasonry A WAY OF LIFE; a brief overview of what Freemasonry is and what it isn't. Of interest to someone looking to find out more about the craft - with a view to joining. Have You Ever Considered Becoming A
Mason; a series of questions and explanations directed at someone considering Masonry and wondering if it is an
organization suitable to their needs. FREE download

Editor’s Comments:
• This newsletter is not an official Masonic publication and does not express the policies or opinions of any specific Masonic Lodge, District or Grand Lodge.
So go ahead and enjoy it as my gift to you. If you have any ideas or suggestions to improve it let me know - I will
always listen, I may not do anything about it, but I will listen. I would love to publish some of the stories from
around the District or even Alberta. Stories about individuals, Lodge happenings or histories of Lodges.
This newsletter will not be published in paper format, but feel free to print it out and pass on to a brother.
The subscription list for this newsletter came from the CDMEL (Central District Masonic Email List). If
you would rather not receive this Newsletter, let me know and I will remove your name - Your name will
not be removed from the CDMEL unless you specifically request it.
W. Bro. Clark Johnston
Beacon #190
cjohnst@telusplanet.net
A Beacon never goes anywhere
It’s just helps points the way

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

Are you your brother’s keeper? Several Masons in the
District do not have access to computers &/or the Internet.
If you know of such a Bro. And you think this newsletter is
worth while, why not print off a copy to pass on. Another
idea—if you would like a copy, but do not have a computer, ask your son or grandson to print it for you—he may
get an idea of what it is you do at that secret Lodge!
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Golf For Dyslexia - “RITE TO LEARN”
Mixed Charity Golf Classic
June 4, 2008
Springbank Links - Calgary Alberta
Breakfast available at the Club House
Registration - 7:30 am, Shotgun Start - 9:00 am
$135.00 / person
(18 holes, shared golf cart, dinner & prizes)
Tournament Entry Deadline - May 30th, 2008
Format: Best Ball - 4 person teams - Ladies, Men or Mixed
Non-Golfers welcome - come out & enjoy the dinner

Proceeds go towards a province-wide project to open a NEW Scottish Rite Learning Centre
in Alberta for the treatment of Children formally identified as being “Dyslexic” at NO cost
to the family
For more information and to register contact:

Bro. Cec Holms - Red Deer 403-346-3049
Or

AASR Calgary web site - Special Events

http://www.aasrcalgary.ca/special.html
Innisfail # 8
Outdoor Lodge Meeting
Thursday June 19 , 2008
6:00 pm at a farm west of Innisfail (location and map to follow)
Bring your own meat (for B B Q) and lawn chair
Dress casual and for Alberta weather!
Lodge will tile after meal.

Information Contact Tim Jackson - timlynn76@hotmail.com

Red Deer #12 to host Saturday Coffee Drop-in
June 14th - 9 am to 11 am
Freemason Hall, 4811 - 52 Street, Red Deer
•
•

an informal opportunity for fellowship and solve the world’s problems
Friends and members of Concordant Bodies welcome

Cost - Free
Scheduled to be a bi-weekly event - Confirm dates via contacts
Jeb Carroll (Sec) Mitch Thompson (WM) 403-357-8915
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Central District Annual Golf Tournament
Saturday June 21st - Rimbey Golf Course
Tee Time 10:00 AM
$55.00 per player, which includes; 18 holes of golf, cart & lunch
Format will be best ball - Registration deadline June 17th
Note: there are only 12 carts available—so register early
Registration at: Rimbey Golf Course 403-843-2724
Or

Bro. Allan Tarleton 403-843-4515 email artaton@telus.net
Central Masonic District Campout & Fellowship
Hosted by Lochearn #151, Rocky Mountain House
Come for the Weekend—Come for the day
Bring Family , Friends & Musical Talents
Friday Evening—Meet & Greet
Saturday—Horseshoes, visiting, fishing Praire Creek), potluck supper
& more campfire Entertainment
Sunday (tentative) church Service 10 am—Farewells
Directions: Approximately 20 miles west of Rocky on secondary highway 752,
First House on the west side of the highway, past the gravel pit, after the railway tracks.
watch for signs.
In case anyone wants more information - or gets lost!!!
Call Tom Clarke at 403-729-2340 or cell at 403-845-0478

Link to Google Map
Beacon #190 - Annual Masonic Zoo Cruise
3 hour cruise on Sylvan lake,
Includes a steak / chicken BBQ & cash bar.
Sails at 7pm
main pier at south end of beach
(opposite A&W Restaurant)
$25.00/person - Max. 40 tickets
For Information & Tickets Contact:
Bro. Joe Stalter 403-341-3646
jokata@telusplanet.net
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter
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District Lodge Meetings
June 2008
1st Monday - June 2nd

Mountain View #16
• 6 pm Dinner
• 8 pm Lodge

Stated Meeting:

1st Tuesday - June 3rd

Kenilworth 29, Red Deer

Regular Meeting:

1st Wednesday - June 4th

Britannia 18, Ponoka

Stated Meeting: Installation Night “Contributing
One’s Stone”

2nd Tuesday - June 10th

Red Deer #12, Red Deer

Stated Meeting:

2nd Tuesday - June 10th

Kitchener #95, Rimbey

Stated Meeting:

2nd Thursday - June 12th

Lochearn #151, Rocky Mountain
House

Stated Meeting:

June 12th, 13th & 14th

Grand Lodge Communication

Lethbridge, Alberta

June 18th—Emergent Meeting

Britannia 18, Ponoka

Emergent Meeting: Third degree for one Bro. From
Britannia and four from Red Deer #12. Meeting
tyles at 7:30 pm

3rd Thursday - June 19th

Innisfail #8

Stated Meeting: Out Door Lodge meeting. Bring
your own meat & lawn chair BBQ at 6pm. Lodge
will tyle approx. 8pm

3rd Thursday - June 19th

Apollo #27

Stated Meeting:

Saturday June 21st

Rimbey

District Golf Tournament

4th Monday - June 23rd

Beacon #190, Red Deer

Regular Meeting: Installation Of Officers

4th Tuesday - June 24th

Eureka #10, Lacombe

Stated Meeting:

July 2008
July 25th, 26th, & 27th
Campout

hosted by Lochearn #151

Central Masonic District Campout & Fellowship see information page 16

Monday July 28th

Sylvan Lake

Beacon #190 Zoo Cruise

Central Alberta Lodge of Perfection
Annual Spring BBQ
Tuesday June 17th
To Be Held At Burbank Park
Held in conjunction with the regular June meeting
Members, Guests, Interested Masons & Spouses are invited to join us for our Annual Free
BBQ - bring your own meat, a pot luck item (salad, desert, etc.), plus your own refreshments
& a lawn chair.
Contact: Vern Otto, Secretary 403-782-3988
vjotto@telusplanet.net
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