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A Beacon is not a destination - It just helps to light the way

The Legendary Sam Steel

Who is this Canadian / Albertan Mason?
Final Part 3 starting on page 9

Samuel Benfield Steele became a legend in his own lifetime officer and
soldier, and a Mason, he made history for 30 incredible Years.

2011 was a great year with lots of memories'
- but they are just that - Memories
What have you & your Lodge planned for 2012
???
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Beacon #190
48th Annual
Burns Night Dinner
Monday January 23, 2012
Red Deer Freemason Hall
4811 - 52 Street
Tickets $20.00 - Cash Bar
Refreshments 5pm - Dinner 6:00pm

Lodge Tyles at 7:30pm
RW Bro. David Roth , Deputy Grand Master GLA will be in attendance
Guest Speaker for the evening will be Michael Dawe, an Historian, Archivist and Author (5 books published with 2 pending).
A 5th generation Central Albertan, who in his spare time writes
a weekly column for the Red Deer Express and the occasional
column for the Red Deer Advocate & Sylvan Lake News. He is
currently on secondment from the Red Deer and District Archives to work on Red Deer's centennial as a City in 2013. Although Michael is not a Mason, he is very knowledgeable concerning the early Freemasons in Red Deer and there impact on
the growth of our community.
For Information & Tickets contact:
Bro. Scott Wambolt, JW (403) 304-5223 or Scott.wambolt@tarmonline.com
W Bro. Jordan Sinclair, WM (403) 505-5442 or xtrememtbkr@hotmail.com
Bro Mark Honert, SW (403) 896-4465 or mhonert@shaw.ca
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Box 8957,
Sylvan Lake, AB T4S 1S6

RW Bro. Grant Dixon

Mailing address:

District Deputy Grand Master,
Central District

403-848-4333
grantdixon@shaw.ca

Phone:
Email:

Grand Lodge of Alberta, AF&AM

District Challenge - Each Lodge is assigned a Lodge to visit during the Masonic Year and
present an Education paper or event! Take as many visitors as possible with you! Let other
Lodges know when and what your topic will be!
Innisfail #8

Visits

Beacon #190

Eureka #10

Visits

Lochearn #151

Red Deer #12

Visits

Apollo #27

Mountain View #16

Visits

Kitchener #95

Britannia #18

Visits

Kenilworth #29

Apollo #27

Visits

Innisfail #8

Kenilworth #29

Visits

Eureka #10

Kitchener #95

Visits

Red Deer #12

Lochearn #151

Visits

Mountain View #16

Beacon #190

Visits

Britannia #18

April 4, 2012

To Be Announced
Official Visits

Central District Lodges - Meeting Nights
Innisfail #8

Innisfail

3rd Thursday

8:00 PM

Dec 15, 2011

Eureka #10

Lacombe

4th Tuesday

8:00 PM

Nov. 22, 2011

Red Deer #12

Red Deer

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Jan. 10, 2012

Mountain View #16

Olds

1st Monday

8:00 PM

Britannia #18

Ponoka

1st Wednesday

8:00 PM

Apollo #27

Stettler

3rd Thursday

8:00 PM

Kenilworth #29

Red Deer

1st Tuesday

7:30 PM

Kitchener #95

Rimbey

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Lochearn #151

Rocky Mountain House 2nd Thursday

7:30 PM

Beacon #190

Red Deer

7:30 PM

4th Monday

Feb. 7, 2012

Mar. 26, 2012

Some Lodges have a meal before the Lodge meeting - check for times

Central District Web Page

http://mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm
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Rocky Mountain House
Lochearn #151 makes a Christmas donation to the Lord‟s Food Bank in Rocky
Mountain house.
WM WB Ron Vickers, WB Marc
Spencer and the Lord's Food Bank Representative Dave Smith.
Quietly assisting to make the Community
a better place for all.

Red Deer Freemason Hall
Pictures to the left is the new shelves holding the red
Deer Masonic Lodge Library. Shelving was donated by
MW Bro. James Roberts and serves as a wonderful addition to the Lodge, bringing the library up to where everyone can see the books. In addition W Bro. Lloyd Dickson donated some 26 additional books to the Library.
All Brethren and members of the Concordant Bodies are
encouraged to make use of the Library - which operates
pretty much on an honour system. Look, Read & learn.
Thanks Bros. Roberts & Dickson for your donations and
thanks also to the Bros. who help with the move and the
set up.

Bro Eldon Richards, Beacon #190 shares
this photo of the Masonic Temple in
Great Falls Montana, taken on a resent
vacation to the south.
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I have been asked to pass on an
invitation to you and your spouse
to join VW Bro. Bob Ross and his
wife Doreen as they celebrate
their 60th Wedding Anniversary. A public gathering will be
held on February 4th, 2012 at the
Ponoka Masonic Hall (5119–60th
Ave, Ponoka) from 2:30pm to
4:30pm. No gifts please
Did You Know You no longer have to chase down the Lodge secretary to find out the price on that Masonic
tie you want to buy. The 2012 Price List available on-line.

http://www.freemasons.ab.ca/pdfs/Price%20Book.pdf
The Price List covers Fees, Stationary, Regalia, Jewels, Gifts & Books.
However …… you still have to chase down the secretary to place your order...
District Challenge….
Have you arranged your District Challenge yet? This is a two pronged challenge - you
have to travel to another Lodge (see where on page 3 of this Newsletter) to make a presentation as well as host the presentation of another Lodge. Both these visits should take place
before the end of June 2012. Why not take the opportunity to make the visits an event to
remember? Lets try to fill the Lodge.
District Curling Bonspiel…
At the last District meeting Kitchener #195 requested that a letter be issued to all Lodges
requesting them to advise Kitchener #195 (who volunteered to host the event) of their interest in continuing this event. To date no official letter has been issued and only one
Lodge has expressed an interest. Therefore Kitchener #195 advises the event will not be
held.
District Golf….
As far as I know the tournament is still a go, to be hosted by Eureka #10 … that‟s the real
reason they are dark during Jan. & Feb. … they are all down south practicing their golf and
BBQ techniques…… Go Eureka!!!!!
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Copied from Beacon #190 January 2012 Summons.

Upon my initiation into Freemasonry I stood at the Northeast angle of the lodge. This is where cornerstones
are laid. Cornerstones are laid in the Northeast corner because the Northeast is the point of beginning; midway
between the darkness of the North and the light of the East. At that time I was called upon “to exercise that
virtue which may justly be denominated the distinguishing characteristic of a Freemason‟s heart: I mean Charity.” At that moment I responded in the same manner as those that had gone before me. I had nothing to give.
However, I would give if I had the power. Since that time, my Masonic journey has expanded my definition of
charity. It has also expanded the ways in which I am able to give charity.
My definition of Masonic charity was recently expanded while reading the book “Introduction to Freemasonry: The Entered Apprentice” by Carl H. Claudy. Here are his thoughts:
“Masonic charity does indeed include the giving of physical relief.; individual Masons give it, the lodge gives
it, the Grand Lodge gives it. But if charity began and ended with money, it would go but a little way. Saint
Paul said, “And although I bestow all my goods to feed the poor and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.”
If the charity of Freemasonry meant only the giving of alms, it would long ago have given place to a hundred
institutions better able to provide relief. The charity taught in the lodge is charity of thought, charity of the
giving of self. The visit to the sick is true Masonic charity. The brotherly hand laid upon a bowed shoulder in
comfort and to give courage is Masonic charity. The word of counsel to the fatherless, the tear dropped in
sympathy with the widowed, the joyous letter of congratulation to a fortunate brother, all are Masonic charity
- and these, indeed, extend beyond the grave.”
I saw this definition of Masonic charity put into action on December 14, 2011 at Operation: Northeast Angle
during the annual Christmas dinner at the Loaves and Fishes Benevolent Society. It took many forms. I saw it
in the smiles on the servers‟ faces as they fed guests who had not eaten in one to two days. I heard it in the
voice of the six year old girl who said, “Merry Christmas” as she passed out cake which she had lovingly cut
and placed on plates. I saw it in the determination of the members of “the Dish Pit” as they worked tirelessly
to keep the dirty dishes from piling up. I felt it when the director of Loaves and Fishes thanked the Freemasons for being such a blessing. Funny, he said this as I was just about to thank him for letting us receive such a
blessing. It is true what we were told at the Northeast angle. Charity “blesses him who gives as well as him
who receives.”
For these reasons, and more, Operation: Northeast Angle was success. We fed approximately 275 people in
just over one hour. We provided dinner for the people at the Safe Harbour Society. We provided a meal for the
patients at a local drug rehabilitation facility. We had enough money left over to provide another dinner at
Loaves and Fishes at Easter (April 4, 2012) without needing to raise any more funds. And most importantly,
we strengthened our Masonic community and cheerfully embraced the opportunity of practicing that virtue we
profess to admire.
In the Entered Apprentice degree we are told that there are three principal rounds on Jacob‟s ladder: faith,
hope and charity. “The greatest of these is charity; for faith is lost in sight, hope ends in fruition, but charity
extends beyond the grave, through the boundless realms of eternity.”
Thank you everyone for your charity.
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The North East Angle
Brethren, wives & families joined together to provide
a great Christmas meal, for those in need, at the
“Loaves & Fishes” drop in centre in Red Deer on December 14th. We supplied the food, serve the meal and
cleaned-up afterwards. 275 plus meals were served and
the 35+ who turned out to assist made short work of
the process.
Excess food was distributed to other shelters.

Thank goodness we
did not have to prepare
the food.
Pictured above is Bro.
Honert - who organized the event and the
wonderful lady who
prepared the meal.

Donations were received from almost every Lodge in the
District plus Venus Chapter of OES. Lodges participating
at the event were; Beacon #190, Lochearn 151,Kenilworth
#29, Innisfail #8 & Red Deer #12 plus Venus #2 OES.
Sufficient funds were raised that I understand a similar
event will be hosted in the spring. (April 4th)

Well done Brethren.
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter
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Join us for the 47th Annual Masonic Spring Workshop
(Also known as Masonry In The Mountains)
April 20th, 21st & 22nd, 2012
Delta Lodge at Kananaskis, AB
North America’s premier workshop for rank & file Masons
Our Future Through Our Past.

Each April for the past forty years, Masons have met in Alberta's Rocky Mountains, west of Calgary, for a weekend of
fellowship and instruction. The goal of
the Masonic Spring Workshop Planning
Committee is to create a weekend experience in a relaxed atmosphere of fellowship offering individual Masons the opportunity:
 to be challenged, excited, amused,
exposed to new ideas, offered options for expression, and mentored
in the ways and ideals of Freemasonry;
 to renew old acquaintances; and
 to make new friends

The Keynote speaker is Robert L.D. Cooper,
Curator and Librarian of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland and author of several books.

Central District Participants 2009

Check it out
www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter
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Dinner Theatre
Hosted by:

Kitchener Lodge #95
&
Rimbey Lions Club
Saturday April 28, 2012
Rimbey Community Centre
Cocktails 5:30 pm Supper 6:30 pm
Theatre to follow with Musicalmania presenting

HEY,REIL!
a musical story of Louis Reil.
Tickets $40.00 per person available from:
W. Bro. Allan Tarleton 403-843-4515
artarton@telus.net

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

V.W. Bro. Earl Giebelhaus 403-843-2379
canegrdn@telusplanet.net
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Now for the rest of the story - Part Three—I do not know who wrote this version of
Bro. Steele‟s life, as I found it in a box of papers passed on to me by another Bro. If
anyone recognizes the author, please let me know so they can be acknowledged.
The story has been broken down into three parts over the next three Newsletters.
Hope enjoy reading it as much as I did.

The Legendary Sam Steel - Part 3
The situation in the Kootenays when Steele (since promoted
to Superintendent) and his "D" Division arrived that summer
was almost ludicrous. A squabble between Colonel James
Baker, MPP for the district, and Chief Isadore and his tribe of Kootenay Shuswaps as
to who owned a piece of land known as Joseph's Prairie, where Cranbrook now
stands, was the reason for the emergency. Baker had bought the land from John and
Robert Galbraith, two brothers who had obtained the property from the provincial government and established a ferry across the Kootenay River during the 1864 gold rush
to Wild Horse Creek.
The trouble was that the British Columbia government could not adequately explain
what right they had to sell the land, since it apparently belonged to Chief Isadore and
his people. As long as the Galbraiths; had owned the property, they allowed Isadore's
people to live there undisturbed. But when Baker took over, he ordered Isadore to
move, an action that naturally did not sit too well with the Indians.
Then there was a conflict between whites and Indians that was far more inflammatory. In the summer of 1884 two placer miners were murdered at Deadman's Creek
on the Wild Horse‑Golden Trail. Constable Anderson of the British Columbia Provincial Police, the only policeman in the East Kootenays, arrested an Indian named Kapula and locked him in the jail at Wild Horse, not far from where Fort Steele now
stands. Isadore took exception to this action as he did not think Kapula guilty. He and
several of his braves broke into the lock‑up, set Kapula free and ordered Anderson
out of the country.
At this time there were only about a dozen whites in the entire East Kootenay area
and Isadore's action caused considerable apprehension among them.
They appealed for help and in January of 1887, Commissioner Lawrence Herchmer
of the NWMP snow shoed into the area from Fort Macleod to look the situation over.
He learned that Isadore's tribe, horse riding Indians numbering nearly 200, were well
armed and could, with sufficient provocation, easily wipe out the handful of whites.
However, it was not until June, after a meeting between Herchmer, British Columbia
(Continued on page 11)
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Indian Affairs Minister I.W. Powell and Stipendiary
Magistrate A.W. Vowell that British Columbia finally
agreed to let the Mounted Police straighten things
out. By then Steele and his men were already on the
way, travelling by CPR to Golden, then down the
GoldenWild Horse trail. To aid in moving some of the
supplies south from Golden, Steele hired a sternwheel steamer, the Duchess, but, unfortunately, she
sank with the loss of much valuable equipment.
After this misadventure, Steele hired the only other
vessel on the upper Columbia River, an unbelievable creation called the Cline. Paddlewheels on the
Frontier, by British Columbia author Art Downs,
gives the following description of her
"She was the creation of 'a scatterbrained young
Canadian named Jack Hayes. Her lines were not
unlike a sack of potatoes, the only difference between bow and stern was a paddlewheel at one
end. But since her hull was originally a railway barge
built of four‑inch planks, her square design was understandable. She was sturdy enough, but her sturdiness was not all asset. As her owner admitted: 'It
made her sit kinder heavy in the water'."
When Steele hired her she was on her second voyage of the summer. Unfortunately for the policeman,
it was her last. Loaded with men and rations and forage for the horses, she sank near Spillamacheen,
the officer's red jackets mingling with the oats to
form a colorful pattern as they floated downstream.
With these mishaps and other delays it was August
1 by the time the Mounties reached Wild Horse.
Finding a suitable spot for a headquarters took
longer than Steele anticipated, but, finally, with the
help of Robert Galbraith he chose some benchland
near Galbraith's ferry, and there his men erected
Fort Steele.
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Sir Samuel Benfield
Steele
January 5, 1849 ‑ January
30, 1919
One of the first members of the North
West Mounted Police, Steele was responsible for defending the construction route of the Canadian railway.
In 1898 he was sent to the Yukon to
establish border posts on the White
and Chiloot Passes, For two years he
was responsible for keeping the
peace, running the mails, organizing
firefighters and instituting drainage,
sewage and garbage disposal and
maintaining a pure water supply for
Dawson.
Taking a leave of absence from the
NWMP, Steele commanded the
Strathcona's Horse in South Africa in
1900. From 1901 to 1906 he took
charge of the South African Constabulary, styled after the NWMP.
During the First World War he was
promoted to major‑general, commanding Canadian forces in England.
Initiated: 6 Apr 1874 - Passed: 1 Jun,
1874 - Raised: 6 Jul 1874
Demitted: i9 Jan 1892
Lisgar Lodge No. 2, SeIkirk, Manitoba
Affiliated: 5 mar 1892
Demitted: date unknown
Alberta Lodge No. 37 at MacLeod,
NWT
Affiliated 26 Jun 1886
Demitted 4 Jul 1889
Battle Lodge No. 38, Battleford, Assiniboia
Source: Grand Lodge of Manitoba
A.F.A.M. records, copied from Grand
Lodge of British Columbia web site.
(Continued on page 12)
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Apparently the policemen had brought more than just their supplies with them. Somewhere along the way, possibly while camped at Golden for a month awaiting orders,
some of them contracted mountain fever, a form of typhoid, and soon an epidemic
was raging. An account of the consequences appeared in the book, Sport and Life,
written by a venturesome Englishman by the name of W.A. BaillieGrohman, who
spent considerable time in the Kootenays during the 1880s. Two of Steele's men who
were returning from a trip to the railroad at Golden were suddenly taken III while stopping overnight at Grohman's sawmill, some 50 miles north of Fort Steele. Seeing that
they were too sick to ride, Grohman quickly dispatched a rider to inform Steele. A day
later a sergeant arrived with a foam‑flecked team and wagon to take the men home.
The two constables looked terribly ill and Grohman was reluctant to let them go, but
the sergeant insisted. Both were placed in the wagon on a layer of pine bows which
hopefully would cushion the shock of the springless vehicle.
"It was raining heavily at the time," Grohman wrote, "and as the driver had forgotten
to bring the wagon cover, the doctor's instructions to the sergeant to bring as much
lumber as he could find room for were acted on, by lashing sort of a roof over the
wagon‑bed in which the sick men lay. Death is habitually taken in a lighter vein by
western men than it is among more civilized surroundings where accidents are rare,
but nevertheless the sergeant's reply when I asked for what purpose the inch boards
were required at the fort must have seemed of great significance to the invalids lying
there in plain hearing. 'Oh,' said the sergeant, 'the doc told me that if the men were
looking bad, I should bring along enough lumber to bury them with, for they have
more dead men than lumber at the fort, and whipsawing ain't healthy in this weather.'
"The sergeant wasn't far out; one of the men was dead, we heard, when the fort was
reached, and the other used up the balance of the lumber a day or two later, as the
driver laconically wrote one of my men."
Despite Grohman's morbid report, Steele did not seem to think conditions in the
Kootenays were any more or less difficult than in dozens of other places he had been
stationed. His immediate concern was to get the fort built and to contact Chief Isadore
and the two braves suspected of complicity in the murder of the two prospectors.
When the two Indians came in voluntarily, Steele could find no evidence that they
knew anything about the murders and he laid no charge. Instead, he sent them back
to their people with food and blankets for the journey. Before they left, Sam explained
to Chief Isadore that the Mounties came as friends and that the Indians would receive
the same fair treatment afforded the whites. The speech obviously impressed the
stolid chief, as from this point on his attitude toward the whites improved.
(Continued on page 13)
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During his year's stay in the East Kootenays, Steele found the Indians to be the most
honest he had ever known, with crime rare among them. Undoubtedly one of the reasons was Chief Isadore's absolute power. Not even Crowfoot of the Blackfoot tribe
ruled so supremely over his subjects.
Wrote Steele: "When Christmas came, the Indians, as was their custom, rode in a
body to St. Eugene Mission, where they took up quarters in their log houses, and for
a whole week attended the church services. In the interval, Isadore and his four sheriffs seized all who had been guilty of any offence, such as drunkeness, gambling or
theft. They were tied down hand and foot to a robe and soundly flogged, regardless of
age or sex. By some means or other the chief knew the culprits, but in spite of the fact
and the consequences of their folly, they never failed to show up and take their medicine ......
It took Sam most of a year to untangle the business of who really owned Joseph's
Prairie. Colonel Baker claimed it since he had paid the Galbraiths for it, but Chief Isadore contended that the government had no right to sell it to the Galbraiths since it
had belonged to his people for generations. He had no intention of vacating until his
people were adequately paid.
It seemed a reasonable demand and after a visit in the spring of 1888 by Mr. Peter
O'Reilly, Superintendent of Land and Indian Reserves for the Province of British Columbia, Sam finally negotiated a settlement for Isadore. The chief even apologized for
accusing Baker "of grabbing all the land in the country" and said his people would not
trespass again. Steele promised to have an irrigation ditch dug to Isadore's reserve,
while the federal government promised to build an industrial school near the St.
Eugene Roman Catholic Mission. Both promises were fulfilled and there was no further trouble with the Kootenay Indians.
On June 16, 1888, Superintendent Steele received orders to move back to Fort
Macleod. Before leaving he thought it would be good public relations to have his division hold its annual sports day and invite the Indians. The day was a complete success, with many of the Indians carrying off the prizes donated by some leading whites
of the district. After it was over, Chief Isadore lined up his tribe to say goodbye to the
scarlet‑coated horsemen.
"I received him on some rising ground, accompanied by Colonel Baker, Mr. Galbraith
and other leading white men," Steele remembered. "The chief addressed me on behalf of his people, speaking in the highest terms of the manly and moral behavior of
the men of the division. He added that in the future if there was any cause for com(Continued on page 14)
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plaint, instead of taking the law into their own hands, they would visit Fort Macleod to
obtain advice from the Great Mother's Red‑Coats. "
On August 7 the Mounties were off for Fort Macleod by way of the Crowsnest Pass.
En route, Steele took note of the coal deposits in the Alberta section of the pass and
reported them as accurately as he could. He should have been proud of that report,
for it led to a coal mining industry that continues to this day.
For his work in the Kootenays Steele received high praise from Commissioner
Herchmer in report to the Canadian government for the year 1888: "I will specially call
your attention to the extremely able manner in which Supt. Steele managed matters
in the Kootenay district of B.C., which I think will have a lasting impression on the Indians of that country. I propose, with your permission, as soon as the Crowsnest Pass
is free of snow next June, to send a patrol into Kootenay for a few weeks. The satisfactory passage of “D” Division through that part of the north west reflects credit on
Supt. Steele and all ranks of his command....
No doubt Steele was pleased at the commissioner's report, but, as usual, he had little
time in which to reflect on it. In December of 1888 he was placed in charge of the Fort
Macleod district. Two divisions - -roughly 150 men - were needed in the area since
the original handful of ranchers was increasing day by day. As each new settler arrived, one of Steele's men would visit him and have him sign a "patrol" slip on which
he was requested to list any complaint. With each homesteader still several miles
from his nearest neighbor, the Mounted Police formed a link between them. At that
time the scarlet coated horsemen probably had a closer relationship with the people
they served than that achieved by any force at any point in history.
One of the greatest summer problems in the district for Steele's men ‑ other than the
Indians surreptitiously substituting their rancher neighbor's beef herds for the now
missing buffalo ‑ were prairie fires. "The grass," said Steele, "became very dry, in fact
turned into hay on the ground in August, and it was as nutritious as when it was
green. But it would ignite as easily as tinder and many hard rides had to be made to
detect the persons responsible." Any Mountie spotting smoke would ride directly to
the spot and all able bodied males within a 10‑mile radius were supposed to turn out
and help extinguish the blaze.
As often happens, there was also a humorous side to the prairie fires. Anyone detecting someone deliberately setting a fire was required to report the culprit to the nearest
NWMP or magistrate. For this the informer was entitled to a $50 reward. An enterprising settler from the Pincher Creek district took full advantage of this provision while
putting up hay for Steele.
(Continued on page 15)
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"One of his men," claimed Steele, "while smoking set the prairie on fire, whereupon
the contractor rode at full speed toward the village of Pincher Creek where there was
a magistrate. On his way he met a Mounted Policeman riding toward the fire and, as
he galloped by, called out, 'One of those men of mine has started a fire; all the hay
will be burned; for the Lord's sake turn out as many men as you can to put it out'!"
By the time the contractor returned, the Mountie, with the help of the workers, had the
fire extinguished. "Where in blazes did you go?" the irate policeman demanded.
"Oh," replied the contractor nonchalantly, "I've been to see the magistrate. It was like
this: I laid a complaint against myself for starting a fire through my hired man. The
magistrate fined me $100. But since I laid the complaint, I was entitled to the reward.
Saved myself $50 you see."
In January of 1890 Steele took time off from his busy routine to head for Montreal,
where he married Elizabeth Harwood. On his honeymoon in New York City he was
feted by the police who knew of his reputation. Moreover, the New York fire department put on a parade of 60 fire wagons for him and his new bride. It was indeed a
high tribute to a Canadian by a city usually indifferent to foreigners, no matter how heroic or high their rank.
Before Steele returned to Fort Macleod he stopped off in Ottawa for a meeting with
Prime Minister John A. Macdonald. Sir John quizzed Steele on the need for a railroad
between Calgary and Edmonton, since there was a bill before the House on the matter. Sam's reply that a railroad certainly was needed had a positive stimulus on the
Prime Minister. That same afternoon Macdonald rushed the bill through the House
and the Calgary and Edmonton Railway Company began building the following summer.
During his career in the West, Sam Steele took part in many manhunts, with one of
the biggest taking place in the fall of 1896. A Blood Indian variously named Charcoal,
Dried Meat or Bad Young Man shot another Indian named Medicine Pipe Stem.
Steele quickly dispatched Inspector Jarvis and a detachment of Mounties to the
scene, the Cochrane Ranch, some 50 miles southwest of Fort Macleod. But by the
time Jarvis and his men arrived, Charcoal had vamoosed to parts unknown.
Although Charcoal apparently never left the Macleod district, he led the NWMP on a
long and tedious chase. Nearly 100 Mounted Police, a large but undetermined number of ranchers and cowboys, and around 75 Blood and Peigan Indians took part in
the manhunt. Steele was severely criticized by bigotted district authorities and by bi(Continued on page 16)
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ased eastern newspapers for arming and employing Indians. Sam chose to ignore
them and it turned out his decision was a wise one.
Had Charcoal surrendered he probably would have only faced a charge of manslaughter since there were indications that medicine Pipe Stem had provoked his own
murder by being too familiar with Charcoal's wife. Instead he chose to run and the result was tragic. Sergeant William Wilde ‑ the same man who had accompanied
Steele while Policing the British Columbia section of the CPR and during the Riel Rebellion ‑ spotted Charcoal on Beaver Creek not far from Pincher Creek. Wilde was
riding a very fast horse and after a short chase overtook Bad Young Man. Wilde
leaned over to haul the fugitive from the saddle, but Charcoal swung his rifle around
and shot the sergeant in the chest. As Wilde lay where he fell, Charcoal dismounted
and fired again. Then, with a fierce whoop he sprang onto Wilde's horse and rode off
before the rest of the posse could overtake him. Since Wilde was one of the best liked
men in the force, the Manhunt resumed with a vengeance. Until the sergeant's murder the Indians had been sympathetic to the fugitive and had been helping him with
horses and food. Now they too were anxious to see Charcoal apprehended.
Many times the wily outlaw was almost captured, only to escape. Finally Steele's decision to employ Indians paid off. A young Blood brave with the unlikely name of Many
Tail Feathers Around His Neck proved so adept at tracking the fugitive that Charcoal
had no time to rest. Many Tail Feathers sighted Charcoal several times and even got
close enough to fire at him once, although he missed. The fugitive then doubled back
from the Waterton River to the Blood Reserve some 50 miles to the east.
There, as he attempted to get provisions and a fresh horse, he was overpowered by
two Bloods, Left Hand and Bear's Back Bone. Both were cousins of the murderer who
had promised Steele to capture him should the opportunity present itself.
"Charcoal was tried, found guilty and sentenced to hang," remembered Steele. "He
died like a true warrior, singing his death song all the way to the scaffold."
That was the last big manhunt on the prairies for Steele. A little more than a year later
he was on his way to the Yukon to police the great flood of humanity heading north.
The famous rush to the Klondike was on!
A whole book could be written on Steele's exploits in the Yukon during the gold rush,
but since this account is primarily concerned with his adventures in Alberta, his Yukon
adventures do not belong here. Suffice it is to say that he was promoted to Commissioner of Police in the Yukon with the rank of Lieutenant‑Colonel. Steele carried out
(Continued on page 17)
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his job so well that, unlike most gold rush towns, Dawson City was one of the most
law‑abiding places in Canada. Steele became known as "The Lion of the Yukon" for
his iron rule, although the Yukon was by no means a funless place‑ except on Sunday when no one dared to so much as tend a fish net lest he be charged with contravening the Lord's Day Act.
Sam Steele served 19 months in the Yukon, leaving there on September 26, 1899, after being relieved by Superintendent A. Bowen‑Perry. A week or so later he passed
through Alberta on his way home to Montreal. Most thought that after a career such
as his he would be content to take life easy for awhile. They were wrong. On March
17, 1900, he boarded the Ss. Monteray at Halifax as commander of a newly‑recruited
cavalry regiment, the Lord Strathcona Horse, about half of whom were cowboys from
Alberta. They were on their way to South Africa and the Boer War.
Sam Steele was to become a Major‑General and experience a new career as eventful and exciting as his more than a quarter‑century in Western Canada with the North
West Mounted Police. But that, too, is another story.
This is the last instalment on Bro. Sam Steele—I hoped you enjoyed reading it as much as I did.
I have been criticised by some, in my endeavours to publish articles about “Famous” or “Historic” Alberta / Canadian masons with the saying - Just because they were “Famous” masons does not make them “Good” masons. That‟s a judgment I will leave to
you to decide. I just like learning about Masons that effected Alberta and Canadian History…..

A Masonic did you know. From W Bro Dwight D Seals
In 1890, Canadian pharmacist and chemist, John J
McLaughlin of Enniskillen, Ontario opened a carbonated
water plant in Toronto.
McLaughlin was the oldest son of Robert McLaughlin,
founder of
McLaughlin Carriage and McLaughlin Motor Car, which
became General Motors of Canada in 1916.
In 1904, John McLaughlin created "Canada Dry Pale Ginger Ale".
Three years later the drink was appointed to the royal
household of the Governor General of Canada, and the label featuring a beaver atop a map of Canada was replaced
with the present crown and shield.
When McLaughlin began shipping his product to New York in 1919, it became so popular that
he opened a plant in Manhattan, shortly thereafter. After McLaughlin's death, the company
(Continued on page 18)
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was run briefly by Sam PD Saylor and Associates who bought the business from the
McLaughlin family in 1923 and formed Canada Dry Ginger Ale, a public company. The "dry"
in the brand's name refers to not being sweet, as in a dry wine. When John McLaughlin first
formulated "Canada Dry Pale Ginger Ale", his new soft drink was far less sweet than other
ginger ales then available. As a result, he labelled it "dry".
Canada Dry's popularity as a mixer began during Prohibition, when its flavor helped mask the
taste of homemade liquor. In the 1930s, Canada Dry expanded worldwide, and from the 1950s
onward, the company introduced a large number of other products. Today, Canada Dry is
owned by Dr Pepper Snapple Group, which was spun off from Cadbury Schweppes in 2008.
Brother John McLaughlin was a member of Cedar Lodge No. 270, Oshawa, Ontario.
May We Meet Upon The _|_ Act By The ! And Part Upon The |_
W Bro Dwight D Seals, Camden Lodge #159, Camden, Ohio
Re-printed from “The Small Town Texas Mason E-Magazine” - December 2011

Gavel. Symbol of means of perfecting; as the gavel, breaking off "the corners of rough stones, "gradually
makes the rough ashlar into a perfect ashlar, so the symbolic use of the gavel divests the character of "the
vices and superfluities" of life.
The stonemason's gavel has a short handle and a head which is hammer-like on one end and chisel sharp on
the other. This form is the correct Masonic "common gavel."
The round-head gavel with a turned handle, used by the presiding officer of all organizations, is not symbolic,
although this form is commonly used in Masonic lodges.
The "common gavel" in a set of "working tools" presented for the inspection of initiates is usually, and always should be, of the proper stonemason form. The round-head gavel could not "break off the corners of
rough stones."
Thanks to MSA

Chisel. In American Masonry, the chisel survives only in the Capitular degrees; in England and in Canada,
still in Symbolic Freemasonry. Its symbolism is connected with that of the common gavel.
The stonemason's hammer was used "to break off the corners of rough stones, the better to fit them for the
builder's use." The gavel could not finish the perfect ashlar; that required fine and final chipping, which was
done with the chisel. Stone lace, statues, carvings in stone are made by the use of the chisel. The chisel,
therefore, became a symbol of completion, of higher education, advancement, of travel towards perfection.
In the Mark Master's degree the chisel "demonstrates the advantages of discipline and education."thanks to MSA
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In November 2011, Beacon #190 put on a Fellowcraft
Degree for two candidates and I thought this explanation of the Degree, from another Grand Jurisdiction,
might prove interesting. It serves to highlight the importance of the 2nd or middle Degree. The paper was
obtained from the Canadamasons Yahoo Group on the
Internet as submitted by Bro. D. Roy Murray, King
Solomon Lodge, No. 58, GRS

The average Freemason listens somewhat fitfully to the working of the degrees of Craft
Masonry, and though perhaps appreciating the quality of the work, takes it all as a matter of
course. He gives little thought to all that is portrayed and the deep symbolical meaning of
every part.
When the various degrees were adopted is uncertain but at the inception of the first Grand
Lodge in 1717 only two degrees were worked, both most simple in their form and consisting
largely of a series of questions and answers. About 1725 we find the first mention of the Third
Degree and from that date the degrees were gradually enlarged by the addition of various
charges and ceremonial until the present system was finally agreed upon in principle by the
Lodge of Reconciliation in 1813.
These degrees are each quite different and because of the simplicity and brevity of the Second, it is often treated with a lack of the respect which it undoubtedly deserves. There is no
doubt that the Second Degree is the “Cinderella”
Degree and many of us have heard comments such as “We are only working a Second,” or
“We are not doing much tonight, only a Second,” remarks implying that the Degree is of little
importance. Brethren so commenting are not appreciative of what the Second Degree stands
for, of its symbolic teachings and the meaning of its beautiful simplicity. In my opinion the
Second Degree is the most important of the three degrees and should give the greatest food for
thought.
It is often stated that the three degrees represent the stages of man, birth, life and death,
and if such be the case, we must admit that man‟s life or working period is of the greatest importance. The First Degree is perhaps the most impressive to the candidate; he sees the „light‟
for the first time, and every part of the ceremony is new. A completely new vista is opening
before him. Naturally this impression will remain for a very long time, and certain portions of
the ceremonial such as the charge in the N.E. corner will never be effaced from him memory. But not with-standing all this, the candidate is instructed only to prepare material, not to
use it, that being beyond him until he has gained greater knowledge.
In the Second Degree the candidate becomes the builder, learning the use of the implements necessary in the erection of any structure. His duties are to erect the edifice and to see
that it is worthy. Upon him devolves the greatest responsibility, for no matter how the building
(Continued on page 20)

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

January 2012

page 19

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

January 2012

page 20

(Continued from page 19)

may be adorned, no matter how elaborate it may be in its outward appearance, it is the solidity
of the structure, the honesty of the foundations and the soundness of the material upon which
the building will finally depend.
The Third Degree is that of the planner and thinker; he is no longer the active worker but is
skilled to such an extent that he is now able to supervise and prepare schemes, lay plans,
etc. In the Charge given to a Master Mason, he is informed that it is now his duty to give instruction and advice, and such should be his study and knowledge that he can materially assist
those in a junior station.
All this is amply illustrated in the various W.T.s. Those of the Apprentice are the simplest
possible. With them, he is required roughly to prepare the stones. In like manner, the tools of
the Master Mason are those of the thinker and planner. With them, he is able to plot out the
ground, draw the necessary plans and assist and guide the workmen. But what of the tools of
the Fellow Craft? Without these tools in their various forms, no building of any kind can be
constructed. Furthermore, their very names have become synonymous with honesty, sincerity
and right living. How often do we hear such expressions as: „four square‟, „square dealer‟,
„level headed‟, „upright minded‟ and many others, each typifying the dependability of the person to whom they are attributed. Is it not significant that the three W.T.‟s of the Fellow Craft
should be the jewels worn by the Master and his two Wardens?
It is a remarkable fact that only in the building trade is such significance given to the working implements of the tradesmen.
In the First Degree the candidate represents the rough ashlar, a stone sound in every respect yet still requiring skill and ability to bring it to the state of perfection required. If the
Fellow Craft represents the perfect ashlar, surely he must have attained in some measure the
perfection of that ashlar, a stone perfect in its parts, upon which the W.T.s of a Fellow Craft
can always be tried. In whatever position the stone may be placed, it is always perfect, and
although it may be desirable to place it in a certain manner because of the grain, yet it is always usable in any position.
Identifying a Fellow Craft with the perfect ashlar is a very high compliment and the mere
suggestion that anyone can live up to such high ideals should be an inspiration.
As we pass along life‟s highway we never know what the future has in store; we continually live in the hope of betterment. Thus the future is always out of sight yet we nevertheless
press forward and upward towards our goal. Life never stands still and if we do our duty and
endeavour to improve, the steps of the Second Degree are perfect symbols for us. Similarly
the steps signify the five senses and it is during the active period of life that these are at their
best. At birth and in our youth they are not fully developed, while in our old age they begin to
(Continued on page 21)
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fail us; thus we make the fullest use of our senses in our upward ascent towards the light.
In the lecture on the Second Degree Tracing Board we have the steps explained, and we
see the most important are representative of the Master and his two Wardens, without whom
no Lodge may function. The next five, I suggest, represent the five noble orders of architecture, upon which our operative brethren based their various buildings, whilst the remaining
seven allude to those virtues which are so essential if we are to live our lives correctly. Thus
from all this, we can plainly understand why the top of the stairway is always just out of sight,
always urging us onward.
We are informed in the First Degree that Moral Truth and Virtue are the limits of our
search, but in the Second this is extended into the hidden mysteries of nature and science, thus
intimating that the whole world of knowledge is open to us, and it is for us to seek and find.
Throughout the history of Speculative Freemasonry, the Fellow Craft has always come to
the fore. It is of interest that the Master elect is always obligated in the Second Degree, and
the Third is of little account in an Installation ceremony.
According to the Ancient Charge, „No Brother can be a Warden unless he has passed the part
of a fellow craft, nor a Master until he has acted as Warden, nor Grand Warden unless he has
been Master of a Lodge, nor Grand Master until he has been a fellow craft before his election‟. It also states „In ancient times no Brother, however skilled in the Craft, was called a
Master Mason until he had been elected into the chair of a lodge‟.
It may seem strange that from this it would be possible for a Grand Master to be elected
who has attained only to the Second Degree, though it is doubtful if such an event would occur. Nevertheless there are instances of Grand Masters being elected who were not Installed
Masters but simply Master Masons, Sir Francis Dillon Bell being a notable example in the
Grand Lodge of New Zealand.
Bearing in mind all the teachings of the Second Degree, it is apparent that every Mason
has a great responsibility. Each of us is a living stone and in our edifice we each have the responsibility of seeing that the stone is worthy of the building. Not only must we prove worthy
ourselves, but it is our duty also to see that no one is admitted to the Craft who cannot measure
up to these requirements. Just as the Operative would throw away among the rubbish any material which was unfitted for the work even though, in its outward appearance, it might seem
sound, so must we see that no unworthy stone is placed within our structure. Only thus will
we prove worthy of the trust reposed in us, and carry on the work so nobly begun by our illustrious forefathers.
By V.W. Bro. R.F. Newton; UNITED MASTERS LODGE, No. 167;
SELECTED PAPERS, Vol. II; Auckland, New Zealand; 1961
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Concordant Bodies
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Lodge of Perfection, Central Valley
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday, 8:00 pm
Freemason Hall, 4722 - 49B Ave, Lacombe, AB
Contact Jim Innes, 403-343-3086
Royal Arch, Lebanon #38
Meetings: Third Thursday
Apollo Lodge Hall, 5114-50 Ave Stettler, AB
Contact: Jim Lockhart, jlockhart@xplorenet.com 403-742-5775
Mountain View #1 (Olds) 1st Tuesday - Venus #2 (Red Deer) 2nd Monday
Alexandra #4 (Lacombe) 2nd Tuesday - Victoria #14 (Stettler) 3rd Monday
Innisfail #37 (Innisfail) 1st Thur. - Battle River #47(Ponoka) 3rd Thursday
Al Azhar - (Calgary) - Red Deer Unit
Meetings - 3rd Wed. Freemason Hall, 4811-52nd Street, Red Deer, AB, Pres.:
Glen English 403-314-2145; 1st Vice: Bill Canning 403-346-4414;
Secretary: Noble Ed Whitenett 403-341-5089
Al Shamal - (Edmonton) - Regional Club: Battle River
Contacts: Cliff McDermott - Red Deer ccmcde@shaw.ca
Don Anderson - Stettler - darand@telusplanet.net
Editor’s Comments: - This newsletter is not an official Masonic publication and does not express the policies or
opinions of any specific Masonic Lodge, District or Grand Lodge.
So go ahead and enjoy it as my gift to you. If you have any ideas or suggestions to improve it let me know - I will
always listen, I may not do anything about it, but I will listen. I would love to publish some of the stories from
around the District or even Alberta. Stories about individuals, Lodge happenings or histories of Lodges.
This newsletter will not be published in paper format, but feel free to print it out and pass on to a brother.
Are you your brother’s keeper? Several Masons in the
The subscription list for this newsletter came from the
District do not have access to computers &/or the Internet.
CDMEL (Central District Masonic Email List). If you
If you know of such a Bro. And you think this newsletter is
would rather not receive this Newsletter, let me know
worth while, why not print off a copy to pass on. Another
and I will remove your name - Your name will not be re- idea - if you would like a copy, but do not have a computer,
moved from the CDMEL unless you specifically request it. ask your son or grandson to print it for you - he may get an
idea of what it is you do at that secret Lodge!
If you would like to be added to the subscription list
send me an email.
W. Bro. Clark Johnston, Beacon #190, cjohnst@telus.net

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

January 2012

page 22

