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A Beacon is not a destination - It just helps to light the way

The Officers and members of Beacon #190 welcomed 4 new Brethren at their October meeting which, in addition to the initiation also included the DDGM’s Official visit. Pictured
above (L to R) RW Bro. Robert (Bob) Cantwell, D.D.G.M. Central District (also D of C),
Bro. Scott Trip (EA), Bro. Edward Tinling (EA), Bro. Luke Spicer JW, W Bro. Jeff Hood
WM, Bro. Barry Hannah SW, Bro. Kirkland McCollum (EA), Bro. Damian Zapisocky (EA).
Welcome to the new Brethren and a congratulations to the Degree Team who did a bang up
job.
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

December 2014

page 1

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

December 2014

page 2

Masonic Musings

Inside This Issue

Page #

W Bro. Clark Johnston
cjohnst190@gmail.com

Fall Picnic

3

D.D.G.M. & Central District

4-7

Events

8-9

Black Friday

10 - 11

Transfers to Grand Lodge Above

12

Masonic Military Man

13 –15

I would like to wish you one and all a very Merry Christmas
Season and a Happy New year. No matter what the past year
has thrown at you, it’s just about over and now it’s up to each
one of us to make the upcoming year something to look forward to.
I know I have fallen behind on my goal to publish this newsletter on a regular basis, however it is what it is and perhaps 2
or 3 times a year is sufficient. It just depends on what gets
sent in from around the District or what comes over the net.
Might have to try a new format…...
You may notice a couple of references in the pictures of
Brethren’s Lodges which no longer exist in the District i.e.
Ionic Landmark #45 and Fidelity #76 – I have included a short
history on each Lodge just to remind us of our history.
I didn’t get any pictures of Kenilworth’s Moose Dinner on
Dec. 2nd. However, the Grand Historian was present and must
have taken a hundred shots, (kind of felt like mug shots) so
I’m sure they will show up on the Grand Lodge “Member’s
Only / Photo Gallery” web page some day soon. Caution;
read the instructions carefully for sighing into the “Members
Only” section – took me 3 tries to get it right.
http://www.freemasons.ab.ca/index.html
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Welcome to The Beacon

Something different - just to give you another reason to make
a donation to the H.E.B.F. See the free giveaway on page 9 –
a digital book every Freemason should read.

This newsletter is not an official Masonic publication and does not
express the policies or opinions of any specific Masonic Lodge, District or Grand Lodge.

For those of you who were at the Beacon #190 practice &
meeting, where I tried to tell a joke - but screwed up the punch
line – the story of “Old Alberta Butch” is on page 29.

So go ahead and enjoy it as my gift to you. If you have any ideas or
suggestions to improve it let me know - I will always listen, I may
not do anything about it, but I will listen. I would love to publish
some of the stories from around the District, Alberta or even Canada. Stories about individuals, Lodge happenings, Lodge histories,
Masonic papers or articles of interest to other Masons.

A warning is in order – those of you who know me are aware
that I occasionally mix up dates and times (I am also the last
one to be notified when dates and times change), so to be safe
you should verify dates and times before setting off on a road
trip to visit lodges. This is especially so in December as some
Lodges hold special events / meetings associated with the
holidays. Also some Lodges hold meals before their meetings
and you would not like to miss that.
I hope to see most of you in the coming year. The DDGM has
laid out the Education Challenge for March and April and it is
a great excuse to throw off the shackles of winter and visit
some Brethren and get educated at the same time. Hopefully
the Lodges or DDGM will let me know the topics to be presented – if they do I will try and pass them along in the District email fan-out (CDMEL) so you can make sure to visit
those that interest you.
Have a great holiday season - Clark

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

This newsletter will not be published in paper format, but feel free
to print it out and pass on to a brother.

The subscription list for this newsletter is based on
the CDMEL (Central District Masonic Email List).
If you or a friend would like to be added to the
subscription list please go to the following link and
sign up.
www.mastermason.org/Beacon190/newsletter.htm
Instructions to unsubscribe are included with each email sent out.
W. Bro. Clark Johnston, Beacon #190,
cjohnst190@gmail.com
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Dave’s Beef Roast
Beacon #190
Sept 2014

Bernie Eldon & Dave
Well Done
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Good turnout from
Lodges and Chapters in
Central District
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RW Robert (Bob) Cantwell
District Deputy Grand Master, Central District,
Grand Lodge of Alberta, AF&AM

Red Deer, Alberta
Phone: 403-986-4242
Email: rrc1@shaw.ca

Central District Officers 2013 - 2014
District Secretary
Masonic Higher Education Bursary
Masonic Foundation
Research & Education

W Bro. Dave Travers (#29)
4743-56 St.
Red deer, AB T4N 2K2

403-318-1638

dtjr59@hotmail.com

Bro. Luke Spicer (#190)

403-588-0507

luke@creativeconcrete.ca

RW Bro. John Jardine (#18)

403-783-5418

j.jardine@shaw.ca

RW Bro. Robert (Bob) Cantwell
(#190)

403-986-4242

rrc1@shaw.ca

Central District Web Page

http://mastermason.org/Beacon190/ddgm.htm
Central District Lodges - Meeting Nights (Dark Jul & Aug except Eureka )
Innisfail #8

Innisfail

3rd Thursday

7:30 PM

Eureka #10

Lacombe (Dark Jan & Feb)

4th Tuesday

8:00 PM

Red Deer #12

Red Deer

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Mountain View #16

Olds

1st Monday

7:30 PM

Britannia #18

Ponoka

1st Wednesday

8:00 PM

Apollo #27

Stettler

3rd Thursday

7:30 PM

Kenilworth #29

Red Deer

1st Tuesday

7:30 PM

Kitchener #95

Rimbey

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Lochearn #151

Rocky Mountain House

2nd Thursday

7:30 PM

Beacon #190

Red Deer

4th Monday

7:30 PM

Some Lodges have a meal before the Lodge meeting - check for times

Masonry In The Mountains - April 17 - 19 2015
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

December 2014

page 4

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

December 2014

page 5

Central District Masonic Education 2015
HOST LODGE

PRESENTERS

VISITORS

Kenilworth #29

Mtn View #16

Eureka #10

Lochearn #151

Kitchener #95

Innisfail #8

Innisfail #8

Eureka #10

Britannia #18

VISITORS

DATE

TIME

March 03, 2015

19H30

March 12, 2015

19H30

Beacon #190

March 19, 2015

19H00

Red Deer #12

Lochearn #151

April 01, 2015

19H30

Mtn View #16

Kenilworth #29

Apollo #27

April 06, 2015

19H30

Apollo #27

Beacon #190

Britannia #18

April 16, 2015

19H30

Red Deer #12

Kitchener #95

It is recommended that each Lodge presents two papers; one of which highlights Masonic education and the
second either Masonic or a general interest topic.

Kenilworth #29 welcomes a new Bro. to the craft. Bro.
Ronald Del Rosario was initiated at the September meeting.
Pictured above, RW Bro. Robert (Bob) Cantwell (DDGM
Central District), W Bro. Will Gross (WM), Bro. Donald Del
Rosario (EA), W Bro. Bill Douglas (IPM), Bro. Patrick Clarke
(SW) and Bro. Arlo Chinnery (SW).

RW Bro. Mel (Shorty) Tessmer receiving his 50 year jewel from RW
Bro. Robert (Bob) Cantwell, DDGM
Central District and W Bro. Glen Eng-

Did you miss this sign attached to the front door of
the Lodge Hall at the District Meeting. Check out
your skills to decipher it and see how it differs from
the “Masonic Code”?
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Central District Meeting
October 2014
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The Brethren of Apollo #27 welcomed the DDGM, RW Bro. Robert (Bob) Cantwell and
guests at the occasion of the DDGM’s Official Visit at their regular October meeting. Looks
like they were having a good time.
A Gathering of The DDGMs
Past-Present - Future.
(L to R) RW Bro. Dick Cameron PDDGM (2012), RW Bro
Bob Cantwell DDGM (2014),
W Bro. Hal Niese DDGM
elect (2015), RE Bro. Scottie
Vickers PDDGM (2013) and
RW Bro. Bill Neis PDDGM
(1975, District 9 Ionic Landmark #45 Alix AB) and Father
of the DDGM elect W Bro.
Hal Neis.
Apollo #27 October meeting
** Short history of Ionic
Landmark #45 on page 22
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Check out the new Grand Lodge of Alberta Web Page. Nice
modern look to attract new members. Also nice to see some
of the information moved to a password prorect “members
Only” page.

You can make a difference.
10 cents a day or $36.50
for the year from every
Mason in the District
would fund several Bursaries. Do your part this
year and get your tax receipt. Donations can be
made online through
“Canada Helps”. Follow
the link to the HEBF web
page found on the Grand
Lodge web page.

http://www.freemasons.ab.ca/
Red Deer Lodge #12 has a new web page
– drop by for a visit

http://reddeer12.weebly.com/
Officer Training Program
January 15, 2015
We will be running a day of Lodge Officer Training Program on Sunday
January 25th 2015 at Red Deer Freemason Hall, 4811-52 Street, Red
Deer. Starting at time will be at 10:00 AM and running to 02:00 - 03:00
PM or as long as required. The cost will be $20.00 Per person this will
cover Lunch and a Flash Drive with all of the course information.
NOTE: Please register by January 15th
- for catering purposes:
Looking forward to seeing everyone.
Brother Dick Cameron..
chanter2@shaw.ca

The Grand Lodge of Alberta is seeking Masons interested in becoming the
Assistant Grand Secretary beginning in 2015. The Assistant Grand Secretary will assist the Grand Secretary and, more importantly, learn the role of
Grand Secretary. RW Bro Kopp will retire in 2016 and the Assistant Grand
Secretary could become the Grand Secretary subject to acceptable performance.
For application details and job description ... click HERE
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The Masonic Higher
Education Bursary
Fund is a Registered
Charity Numbered
07447153RR0001. Tax receipts can be issued for all
donations. Our bursaries
are funded by donations
from individual Freemasons, Masonic Clubs and
Concordant Bodies, Memorial Donations, Bequests
placed in Wills and gifts
from the public. The day to
day operational expenses of
the fund are paid by the
Grand Lodge of Alberta.
No expenses are taken
from the donations, memorials or bequests directed to
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Northeast Angle:
The Christmas Operation: Friday, December 12, 2014.
The Easter Operation: Wednesday, April 1, 2015.
Dinner is served at 5:00 p.m. Clean up at 6:00 p.m.

Masonic Giveaway
- “Masonic Etiquettes”

To volunteer or make donations contact;
Mark Honert at 403-986-1403

Robbie Burns Dinner
hosted by Beacon #190
Monday January 26, 2015
 Cocktails 5:30,
 Supper 6:30,
 Lodge Tyles at 7:30
 Dinner $25.00 - Cash Bar
 Standard Dress,
 Raffle prizes, and Fellowship
Grand Master will be in attendance
Contact Bro. Luke Spicer J.W. 403-588-0507
luke@creativeconcrete.ca
Due to new Fire Regulations numbers may be reduced, so
get your tickets early to avoid disappointment.
50th Masonic Spring Workshop
th

th

th

April 17 18 & 19 2015
The Delta Lodge at Kananaskis
Key Note Speaker; Jordan Yelinek
The Great Secret of Freemasonry – The Importance of Education
Dec. 31/2014 - Get your reservation in early for discounts and
prizes.

http://www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca/
Mark your calendar now - Eureka #10 advise that the Summer Golf tournament will be held at the Haunted Lakes Golf
Course in Alix, AB on August 22, 2015, probably with a
BBQ & outdoor Lodge meeting to follow.
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

Some of you may be familiar
with a pamphlet entitled
“Masonic Etiquettes” written by
W Bro. Harry J Noble
(Britannia #18, Ponoka, AB) in
1994. Bro Noble has since
passed been raised to the Grand
Lodge above, but has left us his
legacy - the information in the
pamphlet is still relevant and
forms a good basis for understanding some of the traditions
we still follow. The pamphlet
has been republished in a soft
covered book available at http://
www.lulu.com/spotlight/
thebeacon for $15.63 or $7.66
for the digital version. The
digital version is also available
through Aamazon.com or
ITunes.

But it is now available
in digital format free
until January 15, 2015
by making a donation to
the “Higher Education
Bursary Fund”.
Just send me an email at:

cjohnst190@gmail.com
indicating you have made a donation (I do not want to know
the amount), and I will send you
a free digital version of the
book.
Let’s Support Our Charity
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BLACK FRIDAY
There are several theories why Friday the 13th is an ominous day. There is no consensus
among scholars as to the real reason, but one origin involves the Order of the Knights Templar,
and their Grand Master, Jacques de Molay. Friday, October 13 1307
Philip IV, (1268-1314) king of France, was a handsome man who gained the nickname 'Le
Bel', which means 'The Handsome' , 'The Beautiful' or 'The Fair', a truly ironic epithet for a
king of Gothic mercilessness.
Because of Philip's constant financial problems, the relationship between Paris and Rome had
degenerated. Philip had exhausted all the usual methods for balancing the books: he had stolen
property, he had devalued his currency, and he had arrested all the Jews and the Lombards,
thus destroying the money-lending infrastructure in France. As a last resort, he even tried to
tax the church. Pope Boniface VIII, in retaliation for France's new fiscal arrangements, issued
a dictum forbidding the taxation of the clergy.
In retaliation to this, Philip closed French borders to the exportation of gold bullion, cutting off
Rome's transalpine money supply. Furthermore, he arrested the Bishop of Pamiers (1301),
whom he had long sought to remove for political purposes. Leading the sortie was Guillaume
de Nogaret, who proved to be a ruthless master of disinformation who could make even a
bishop look sinful. His sinister talents were to be put to good use later. Guillaume de Nogaret
was no lover of the church, since both his parents had been burned at the stake by the church
in the Albigensian Crusade. The Bishop of Pamiers was duly charged with blasphemy, sorcery,
and fornication, in what would become a common pattern.
Accordingly, the Pope issued a bull condemning the arrest, and revoked some of Philip's papal
privileges ‘Unam Sanctum’ 1302. Philip burned his copy of the bull in public. The Pope delivered a stinging sermon filled with ominous warnings that the church was a creature with one
head, not a monster with two.
Philip the Fair had Guillaume de Nogaret press charges in absentia against the Pope himself,
alleging blasphemy, sorcery, and sodomy. Naturally, the Pope excommunicated Philip. The
Pope compared the French to dogs and hinted that they lacked souls. His nuncios leaked a rumor that the Pontiff might well excommunicate the entire country.
The peasants were stirred by such threats and Philip quickly grasped that revolution was a better future to them than excommunication. He acted fast, dispatching a force under Guillaume
de Nogaret to a villa just outside Rome where the Pope was staying. He placed the eighty-sixyear-old pontiff under house arrest. The local nobility managed to save the Pope, but a month
later Boniface passed away (1303). Some allege he succumbed to shock at the outrage of be(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

ing the first Vicar of Christ to be kidnapped; other sources say that he beat his head against a
wall until he died.
Pope Benedict XI succeeded to the Papacy, accused Guillaume de Nogaret of crimes against
the Church. It is rumoured that Guillaume de Nogaret, (Philip's councilor), then poisoned the
Pope. Afterwards, Philip succeeded in having Clement V elected, who annulled Boniface's
bulls and took up residence at Avignon, France. Philip, with the Papacy now in his pocket, returned to his economic problems. He applied for membership in the Order of the Knights Templar. The permanent knights of the Paris Temple may have suspected that his intentions were
less than pious and did something almost unspeakable, they blackballed the King!
The following year, the Pope wrote to the Grand Master of the Knights Templar, Jacques de
Molay, inviting him to come to Paris from their castle on Cyprus. The Pope said the reason being was to consult on matters of great importance to their Order. De Molay set out accompanied by sixty knights and a baggage train of mules laden with gold and jewels. It was all too
clear that the Knights Templar order was far wealthier than the Crown. Around this time Philip
was more desperate than ever to solve his ruinous state finances, so he devalued the currency.
Open rebellion broke out in the streets. Rioters threatened to kill him. He fled to the Temple in
Paris and begged the Knights for protection. It was all too humiliating.
Philip then arranged an impressive police action. Prior to Fri. October 13, 1307, he sent a set
of sealed orders to every bailiff, seneschal, deputy and officer in his kingdom. The functionaries were forbidden under penalty of death to open the papers before the night of Oct.12th. The
following morning, obeying their secret instructions, armies of officers went to work. By sundown nearly all the Knights Templar throughout France were in jails. After being tortured into
making false confessions, 54 would be burned at the stake.
The initial charges brought against the Knights Templar were vague, but dire: "A bitter thing, a
lamentable thing, a thing horrible to think of and terrible to hear, a detestable crime, an execrable evil, an abominable act, a repulsive disgrace, a thing almost inhuman, indeed alien to all
humanity, has, thanks to the reports of several trustworthy persons, reached our ear, smiting us
grievously and causing us to tremble with the utmost horror."
What followed was so foul, according to folklore, that Templar sympathizers cursed the day
itself, condemning it as evil. And thus Friday the 13th has borne the mark of Cain ever since.
De Molay and his three principle associates were kept prisoners and tortured over the next four
years. On Friday, March 11th, 1314 they were brought out, at which time they recanted their
forced confessions. This infuriated Phillip who then ordered that they be slowly burned at the
stake. If you wish a quick death then you make a smoky fire, however, if you wish a slow
painful death you make it a hot smokeless fire. It is said that De Molay stated that God would
avenge their death. Within the year both King and Pope died.
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter
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RW Bro Roger L Kinney
Roger Leland Kinney was born in Rockyford, AB on March 4,
1925.
He passed away peacefully at home on September 19, 2014.
Roger married Willene Clark in 1950 and they had one son Lee,
and one daughter Kim.
Roger was a successful farmer and businessman. He had a successful venture, Kinney Enterprise Oil Site Company.
He served one term as a councilor for the town of Olds,
coached a Mighty Mites hockey team and assisted 4-H Public
Speaking.
Roger was initiated, passed, and raised in Mountain View
Lodge no 16. He was Initiated August 29, 1966, passed October
3, 1966, and raised November 7, 1966 in Mountain View Lodge No 16, He was Worshipful
Master of Mountain View Lodge in 1977, 1991, 2004, 2005, and 2007. Roger served as Secretary of Mountain View Lodge No 16 from 1996 to 2003. He was D.D.G.M of District 4
(Central District) in 1982.
Roger was deeply involved in concordant Masonic organizations; A Commander In Chief of
the Scottish Rite, Past Grand Patron of Alberta Order of the Eastern Star, and Past Patron,
Olds Chapter #1 Order of the Eastern Star.
Roger was always available to help in any projects of Mountain View Lodge No 16 and Olds
Chapter #1 Order of the eastern Star. Roger’s interest in Masonry, his concern for other members less fortunate than himself, and his care and involvement in Mountain View Lodge will
be sadly missed.
In keeping with Roger’s wishes there was no funeral service.
FISHER, Russel July 18, 1926 - Nov. 14, 2014
Initiated Passed and Raised in Apollo Lodge #29 in 1954
Charter Member Beacon #190
DDGM Central District 1995
HLM of Kenilworth #27 2001
Red Deer Advocate Red Deer
FISHER, Russel
July 18, 1926 - Nov. 14, 2014
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of our husband,
father, grandfather and great grandfather. He is survived by his loving
wife, Nan, of 59 years, daughter Janet, grandsons Scott (Megan), Craig,
and Brett and twin great grandsons, Raine and Skyler. In keeping with
Russ's wishes there will be no funeral. The family will gather at a later
date to celebrate his life.

He will be missed
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter
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The following was found at CanadaMasons@yahoogroups.com where it was forwarded with permission from, Brother
Bill Overy, District Educational Officer, Administrator for Solomon's Tracing Board,
Abbottsford Lodge # 70, Grand Lodge of British Columbia & Yukon

The Masonic Military Man
If you visit most websites that list Military Masons it gives the impression that everyone was of
high rank.
Masons such as:
The Duke of Wellington,
Field Marshal Lord Kitchener,
Field Marshal Lord Haig,
Sir Aurthur Currie,
Lord Horatio Nelson,
Sir Samuel Benfield Steele, Major-General, commanding Canadian forces in England during WWI,
Alexander Robert Dunn the Canadian soldier who won Canada's first Victoria Cross at the
Charge of the Light Brigade.

So tonight I will relate the story of a little known ordinary British Soldier.
His name was Sergeant Major Charles Coward, who was a member of Camberwell Old Comrades Lodge No. 4077 of the United Grand Lodge of England. He was born in 1905 and joined
the British Army in 1937 two years before the Second World War. In May 1940 the German
Army captured him as they swept through France and was caught with many others, including
my Dad as they swept towards Dunkirk.
In retrospect the Germans would have been better off if they had not captured him as he probably did more damage to the German cause than he could ever have done had he not been captured. As a Prisoner of War he launched a one-man war against the enemy and escaped nine
times, including twice before he even arrived at a Prisoner of War camp! During one escape he
posed as a wounded German, soldier hiding in a German army field hospital and while there
was awarded the Iron Cross.
Between escapes, Coward managed to continuously thwart the German war effort, organizing
numerous acts of sabotage while serving on work details. Once while working in a railway
yard he managed to change the destination boards on various wagons ensuring those on the
Russian Front got paint while those in North Africa received very much need winter clothing. He organized his fellow Prisoner of War to do their best to deliberately slow down and
sabotage production of numerous locations that included railway repair sheds and wood
yards.
In letters to his wife Florence he passed notes to his father, who just happened to be dead, to
(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 13)

be sent via a Mr. William Orange. She was at first confused by these letters and it took a few
months before she spotted the ruse and redirected the mail to the War Office. So throughout
the war he passed coded messages on troop movements and even the location of the experimental V1 rockets. Later he was able to pass information on the number of people arriving at a
civilian camp at a place called Auschwitz.
His exploits, as a disruptive force, everywhere he worked, eventually come to the attention of
the Germans and in 1943 he was sent to a special labour camp known as Auschwitz 3 near the
infamous Auschwitz Concentration Camp. Auschwitz 3 was a factory under the industrial
company of IG Farben who were building a synthetic rubber and liquid fuel plant. The camp
housed over 10,000 Jewish slave labourers, as well as prisoners of war and forced labourers from all over occupied Europe.
Thanks to his command of the German language, he was appointed the Red Cross liaison officer for the 1,400 British prisoners and in this trusted role he was allowed to move fairly freely
throughout the camp and often to surrounding towns. In this position, he devised an elaborate
scheme to "buy" corpses of dead Belgian and French forced labourers, from the SS Guards by
bribing them with Red Cross supplies, particularly chocolate. To set this up he actually broke
into the concentration camp for a night to explain what he was trying to do.
So at night, when Jewish prisoners deemed unfit to work were being marched to the gas chambers, selected ones that had been added would quickly jump out of the line and conceal themselves in a ditch. Charles would arrange for some of the corpses he had purchased to be spread
along the road to make up the head count. The escapees would then be smuggled away to freedom, using the clothes and identities of the corpses. In this way, it is estimated he saved at
least 400 Auschwitz inmates from death.
He also used his Red Cross position to smuggle food and other supplies to Jewish prisoners,
including dynamite, which was used to good effect to destroy some of the gas chambers. This
earned him the nickname “The Count of Auschwitz”. In January 1945, their Camp was closed
and he with other Prisoners of War were marched to Bavaria.
Another story is told how he escaped once more with another prisoner and stole a fire engine
from a small local town and drove it through the German lines at high speed with its bell ringing and the German army parted to let it through.
In 1963 he was awarded the title of “One of the Righteous Among the Nations” and he had a
tree planted in his honour in the Avenue of Righteous Gentiles in Israel. He was also awarded
the Israeli Peace medal; one of only two British citizens to be so honored, the other recipient
being Bro. Winston Churchill.
(Continued on page 15)
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Ralph Finn commented in a Jewish newspaper that, “He ‘was not one of the world’s great conversationalists nor was he one of the world’s geniuses. In fact he was quite unremarkable, but,
he was one hundred and one percent a real human being.”
Bro. Charles Coward also testified at the Nuremberg trials against IG Farben for using slave
labor and during the trial the Judge commended him for his courage and remarked: "He did
this for the mere reason he and the prisoners he helped were just fellow human beings".
I feel he was a real Military Mason to be proud of.
Credits:
A book about his exploits, The Password is Courage, was published in 1954, and a movie of the same
name was produced in 1962 with Dirk Bogart playing Charles Coward.
Parts of the above talk were provided by Bro. Christopher Tiplady, Secretary of Spokane Lodge
#34, Spokane, Washington, USA.
The Holocaust Educational Trust site.
And my memories of reading his book
Brother Bill Overy

Officers of Kenilworth #27 join the Grand Master and .D.D.G.M. at the 2014 Annual
Moose Dinner to honour VW Bro. Davis Lofstrand (centre) on the receiving of his 60
year bar to his 50 year jewel. Several other Brethren were present for the milestone event.
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Belly up to the bar

Our hosts for the event - thanks Bernie and Daveyou are appreciated

Captain & Crew
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What do you mean
- frozen steaks

Alberta Man
Planning the over-

A word of wisdom from Grand Lodge
The old & the new
We have been enjoying the ZOO
CRUISE as an annual event for the
past 10 years, however we understand
the boat has been sold and will be
removed from the lake at the end of
this season. This may be the last
cruise and the end of a Beacon tradition.
Bon-voyage Everyone
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This paper was presented at the Official Visit of Frontenac District's DDGM to St Andrew's Lodge No. 497 in
Madoc Ontario. It was written & presented by V.W.Bro. Garnet Holmes.

Masonic Vocabulary in the 1st Degree
- by V. W. Bro. Garnet Holmes
Brethren, we have all heard hundreds of Masonic charges delivered to candidates. Unfortunately, we have all
heard some charges delivered in which the vocabulary was pronounced without accuracy or was pronounced
haphazardly. The listener just knew that the Brother delivering the charge was unsure of the pronunciation;
however, by uttering some kind of sound he could convince himself that he was fulfilling his duty.
The purpose of this paper is to examine some of the vocabulary and terminology of our ritual which lends
itself to mispronunciation, misunderstanding or uncertainty. In a few instances I have simply defined a word
or phrase.
Cowan-one who practises Masonry without benefit of regular training or initiation into the craft...one who
learns the work illegally
“Vouchsafe Thine Aid Almighty Father and Supreme Governor of the Universe...”
Grant or give Thine Aid by graciousness Almighty Father..
“Endue him with a competency of Thy Divine Wisdom...” (COM-pe-ten-cy) Invest, endow or give to him a
sufficient quantity of Thy Divine Wisdom
“...which I trust he will answer with candour.”
...which I trust he will answer with sincerity, honesty.”
“...prompted to solicit those privileges from a favourable opinion preconceived of the Order...”
...inspired to make petition for those privileges from a favourable opinion of the Order which was formed in
advance.
“Masonry, being free, requires a perfect freedom of inclination in every candidate for its mysteries”.
...requires a perfect freedom of mind set in every candidate
“...It is founded on the purest principles of piety...”
...It is founded on the purest principles of reverence, regard for God
hele - to conceal; cover up
“...or otherwise them delineate”
to portray in words; describe or represent pictorially
“These several points I solemnly S. to observe, without evasion, equivocation or mental reservation of any
kind...”
I solemnly swear to abide by the promises avowed, without avoidance or uncertainty or any exception or
qualification that I might make quietly to myself.
(Continued on page 19)
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North side Secrets:
“But I must premise, for your general information...” (preMISE) Set forth beforehand, as by way of introduction or explanation.
“...and your feet of the rectitude of your actions.”
...and your feet of the rightness or correctness of your conduct
In the Apron Charge:
“...with whom you are at variance, or towards whom you entertain feelings of animosity”
With whom you are in a state of difference or disagreement, or towards whom you entertain feelings of ill
will or enmity which tends to display itself in action.
From the Charge at the N.E. Angle:
“I trust I need not here dilate... (DI-late) upon...its many excellences”
...speak at length upon its many merits or virtues
“Suffice it to say, that it has the approbation of heaven and of earth..”.
Suffice it to say, that it has the approval of heaven and of earth...
“...members of rank and affluence;.....”
...members of a high position or standing and with an abundance of wealth or material Possessions
“...are daily sinking into the sere and yellow leaf of old age;...”
....stages of drying up and withering of old age
“...secondly, to evince to the brethren that you had neither M. nor M.S.”
(e-VINCE) .................to prove or demonstrate
From the Working Tools Charge:
“Though recognized by various artists under different appellations...”
Though recognized by various artists under different names, titles or designations
“...of such exquisite temper as to compensate for the diminutiveness of its size.”
(COM-pen-sate) (di-MIN-u-tiv-ness)
......the degree of hardness of steel to counterbalance; offset; or make up for the smallness of its size.
“But as we are not operative but rather F and A or speculative Masons...”
We are theoretical, operating on abstract reasoning rather than practical Masons
“...that nothing short of indefatigable exertion can induce the habit of virtue...”
(in-de-FA-ti-ga-ble) ...nothing short of tireless exertion can produce or cause the habit of goodness.

(Continued on page 20)
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From the Charge re: the Warrant and Constitution:
“...both of which I recommend to your most serious perusal and contemplation ...”
Both of which I recommend that you read very slowly, carefully and thoughtfully.
From the JW’s Lecture:
“...to which they bear a near affinity.” (a-FI-ni-ty) ..to which they have a close resemblance or connection.
“Unwilling to expose their mysteries to vulgar eyes” ...to the eyes of the common people
...concealed their particular tenets and principles under certain hieroglyphical figures,...”
(TEN-ets) (hi-er-o-GLIF-i-cal)
tenet...any opinion, principle, doctrine or the like which is held as true
hieroglyphical...adj pertaining to the writing system of the ancient Egyptians, in which graphic symbols or
pictures were used to portray words...it could also refer to a figure or a symbol with a hidden meaning.
“The Pythagorean System seems to have been established on a similar plan...example.”
(Py-tha-gor-E-an) This system developed by the learned Greek mathematician, Pythagoras, is a system of numerology. The letters of the alphabet are each assigned a number, which number is then given a psychological meaning. E.g. A = 1, B = 2 etc.
When you get to I = 9, you start over with J = 1, K = 2 etc. Therefore, when the ritual refers to the Pythagorean System being established on a similar plan, it is referring to the alphabet symbolizing something else or
having a deeper meaning than letters forming words.
“...every character, figure and emblem has a moral tendency and serves to inculcate the practice of virtue.”
...every character, figure and emblem is moving in a moral direction and serves to teach persistently and earnestly the practice of virtue (goodness).
“Let me first direct...parallelepipedon.”
...a parallelogram with 6 faces or a 6-sided figure with all dimensions being parallel (4 walls, a ceiling and a
floor)
“Secondly, the many pious prayers and ejaculations offered up by King David which actually appeased the
wrath of God and stayed a pestilence ...imprudently ...numbered”
Because he had unwisely performed a census of his people, the Almighty presented King David with a choice
of 1 out of 3 punishments i.e. 1) 7 yrs of famine 2)
3 days of a plague or 3) running before his enemies for a period of 3 months. David chose the plague and for
a period of 3 days a deadly epidemic raged among his people during which 70,000 were taken. In order to
pacify God that the disease might stop, David offered up many prayers, burnt offerings and shouted aloud
with reverent exclamations.
Celestial - pertaining to the spiritual or invisible heaven Canopy - an ornamental roof like projection or covering
(Continued on page 21)
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“...figuratively speaking, an ethereal mansion, veiled from mortal eyes by the starry firmament.”
...thinking in terms of a picture or diagram, a celestial or heavenly mansion
“...today we may tread in the flowery meads of prosperity...”
...today we may walk in the flowery meadows of good fortune
From the Charge To The Newly Initiated Candidate:
“...it conduces to make all those honourable who are strictly obedient to its precepts.”
... it leads to the result that all those who are strictly obedient to its directions as to moral conduct are worthy
of high respect.
“...as may best conduce to the preservation of your corporeal and mental faculties in their fullest energies...” (Con-DUCE) (Cor-POR-e-al) ...as may best lead to the result that all bodily and mental natural abilities are kept safe from harm or injury , this being accomplished to the fullest extent of a Mason’s capability .
“Secrecy may be said to consist in the inviolable adherence to the obligations you have entered into...”
Secrecy may be said to be made up of an almost sacred fidelity to the spoken vows into which the Mason has
entered.
“So must your obedience be proved by a close conformity to our laws and regulations...”
So must your obedience be proved by complying very closely with the established rules and regulations of
our Order.
“...by modest and correct demeanor...”
By having or showing a due regard for the decencies of behaviour, speech, dress etc.
“...by ready acquiescence in all votes and resolutions passed by the brethren...”
(Ac-qui-E-scence)
By ready and quiet agreement in all votes and resolutions...
“...to the study of such of the liberal arts and sciences as may lie within the compass of your attainment,
...”
As may lie within the scope of your ability to acquire knowledge.
Brethren, as I became more and more involved in putting this work together it occurred to me that a newly
initiated Mason listens to numerous terms and vocabulary with which he may have little or no familiarity. It is
absolutely imperative, then, that the candidate hear the correct pronunciation and enunciation of the words in
the ritual. Close pronunciation or slurred over words is not acceptable. I would hope that any Brother delivering a charge would be so conscientious in his responsibility as to know how to accurately and effectively pronounce every word of his charge. I would also hope that, if he has any doubt whatsoever, he would make
every effort to make himself completely conversant in the charge for which he is responsible. Any Brother
doing ritualistic work must be knowledgeable and confident in his ability to, not only deliver the charge correctly, but to deliver it with a profound and sufficient depth of feeling and expression.
In the Jr. Warden’s lecture alone, a candidate listens to countless words and terms; he hears allegories and
sufficient symbolism that could cause him to scratch his head in absolute bewilderment. Might it not be logical then, to conclude that one of the reasons we lose so many newly made Masons is that they are so bewildered by all that they have heard in a short space of time that they make a hasty uninformed decision? That
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they conclude that Masonry is not for them so as to avoid being embarrassed by their ignorance?? If this idea
has merit, then it follows that a major consideration for us should be: “Does/did the candidate understand the
terminology and symbolism of the degree?” If the answer is ‘No’, then let’s make it our number one priority
to inform him and, in equal measure, let’s make certain that the information he receives is 100 per cent accurate. If we can make our new Masons comfortable with the vocabulary, with the symbolism, the allegories
and the significance of our ritual, we stand a much greater chance of being able to maintain his interest and
perhaps keep him within the Masonic fold for the rest of his life. It is in the best interests of our fraternity to
make every effort to accomplish this goal.
Thank you, my Brethren, for your kind attention.

IONIC LODGE NO. 45 and
IONIC LANDMARK LODGE NO. 45

Elsewhere in this newsletter (page #7) is a picture of RW Bro. Bill Neis
PDDGM (1975). At the time he was a member of Ionic Landmark #45 located in Alix AB. It was in District #9 before the Districts were realigned
East of the town of Lacombe, the and Central District took over this area. For the newer members in the District who may have heard about Ionic Landmark #45, this is a history of the
small community of Alix received Lodge as lifted from an unpublished book titled “Alberta Freemasonry 100

a dispensation to erect a Lodge on
April 16, 1909. The M.W. the Grand Master, J. J. Dunlop, constituted Ionic Lodge No. 45 on July 7,
1910. The institution ceremonies had been carried out on May 21, 1909. The D.D.G.M., in reporting
to Grand Lodge, said in part:
“There is much enthusiasm among the Brethren of this Lodge, and since the New Year this Lodge has steadily
advanced and made much progress under capable officers.”
Ionic Lodge, from its first meeting in 1909 until December of 1947, continued to meet “on the Thursday preceding full moon”.13
Lodge records indicate that during the early days many of the meetings were exceedingly lengthy.
For example, the August 26, 1909 meeting closed at 4:30 A.M. This was possibly justified by Degree
work, plus a lengthy discussion regarding a correspondence over unsatisfactory rituals received
from Grand Lodge. It is also recorded that during their first year of operation there was not one
meeting without petitions for both initiations and affiliation, with up to as high as nine at one meeting.
In December of 1927 Ionic Lodge No. 45 was preparing for the Installation Ceremonies of its Worshipful Master. Before the Lodge could get underway the W.M. - elect was taken seriously ill and it
was essential that he be taken to hospital in Camrose. Arrangements were made to hold the C.N.R.
train at Mirror. The Brethren, equipped with shovels, decided to open the snow-drifted road between Alix and Mirror to get their W.M. - elect to the train. It was a long and difficult trek through
the snow and when the cavalcade arrived at Mirror the train had left. There was a Brother in Mirror
who was the Section Foreman of the C.N.R. He located a locomotive and a caboose, which was
driven to Camrose with the patient aboard. He arrived in time to receive the emergency treatment
that was necessary. Installation Ceremonies finally took place in February 1928 and the now fully
recovered Worshipful Master was duly installed.
(Continued on page 23)
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Ancient Landmark No. 109 in Mirror found it necessary to request amalgamation with Ionic Lodge
in 1940. The Mirror Lodge was one of the most prosperous lodges in the district; however its membership was composed of railroad men who were away at work most of the time. Also, World War
II military enlistments were very high, creating a shortage of new members. The Lodge continued
under the name of Ionic Lodge No. 45.
At the May 1st, 1947 meeting, following the end of the war, a Notice of Motion was carried unanimously to reestablish Ancient Landmark Lodge at Mirror under Lodge Charter No. of 163.
The loss of the Mirror members was heavily felt by the Alix Lodge, which at that time only had 14
resident members. Consequently, a number of meetings were cancelled due to the lack of a quorum.
The brethren of Apollo Lodge in Stettler and Mirror’s new Ancient Landmark No.163 were both extremely helpful in assisting with degree work and in filling vacant stations in the Lodge.
In 1970 the C.N.R. left Mirror. With the relocation of this division point, many of the Masons also
relocated elsewhere. Ancient Landmark No. 163 again requested amalgamation. The new Lodge
name agreed upon was Ionic Landmark Lodge No. 45 with meetings to be at Alix.
This Lodge met in one of the oldest buildings in the Village of Alix. Being metal clad, it did not have
a very good appearance nor was it insulated. Shortly after the Lodge surrendered its Charter in December, 1996 the Lodge sold the property for the price of $500. Of interest is that this property had
been originally purchased from the Village of Alix, in 1961, for the price of $600.00.
In 1995 the Lodge membership was down to 19 members. In 1996 it was agreed, after considerable
discussion, that the Lodge at Alix could no longer sustain itself.
Ionic Landmark Lodge surrendered its Charter on December 31, 1996.
13 Following in the footsteps of their Patron Lodge, Electa Chapter, No. 10, Order of the Eastern Star, (which was chartered Nov. 17th, 1911) also was a “Moonlight” Lodge, with their meetings being held “On the Thursday following the full of the
moon of each month.”

60 years in the Masonic Family
VW Bro. David Lofstrand receives his
60 year bar.
 RW Bro. Robert (Bob) Cantwell,
DDGM Central District
 MW Bro. John Slade, Grand Master,
Grand Lodge of Alberta
 VW Bro Davis Lofstrand, Kenilworth #27 (Fidelity #76, Bashaw) **
 W Bro. Will Gross, WM Kenilworth
#27
 W Bro. Bill Douglas, PM Kenilworth
#27
** see page 31 For a short history of Fidelity #76
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The Importance of John the Baptist for Freemasons Today
A Table Lodge address to Sparrow Lodge #400 F&AM, Sunbury, Ohio on June 17, 2014
By Rev. Wor. Gunnar A. Cerda, PM—Hiram #9 F&AM, Claremont, NH
As I join in fellowship with you tonight, on the eve of the Feast of St. John the Baptist, I am reminded of the
words I committed to heart and memory as an Entered Apprentice: “From whence came you? From the
Lodge of the Holy Saints John at Jerusalem. What came you here to do? To learn to subdue my passions and
improve myself in masonry.” Within that time I also learned about a symbol within the Lodge of a point
within a circle, bounded by two parallel tangent lines, representing the Holy Saints John.
Over time, I also became quite familiar with sitting in a Lodge “erected to God and dedicated to the Holy
Saints John.” This phrase may be an allusion to the birth of the Grand Lodge of England on Saint John’s Day,
June 24, 1717. But how did we come to honor John the Baptist in a Lodge of Freemasonry?
For those of you who may feel a bit rusty in your memory of the history of Christianity, the period beginning
with Emperor Diocletian in 284 AD was a time of Great Persecution. During this time, the church would celebrate feast days at the same time as pagan holidays, so as not to stand out. June 24th, believed to be the longest day of the year, was declared St. John the Baptist day, while December 27th, the shortest day was dedicated to St, John the Evangelist. This would continue until Emperor Constantine would be converted and recognize Christianity as the official religion.
Once Christianity became the religion of the Empire, the church would openly celebrate feast days and they
became a part of culture. Operative Freemasonry was first developed when Roman Catholicism was the prevailing religion, and these feast days continued under the Church of England. It was common for guilds and
other trade groups to adopt a patron Saint or two. Some Masons picked both Saints John, and over the centuries, Masons commonly celebrated them on their feast days with banquets.
Curiously, even though Freemasonry today is non-denominational and non-sectarian, American Masons have
retained some of these customs of old. Part of the ritual in America says that Masons come "from the Holy
Saints John of Jerusalem". John the Baptist was zealous, while John the Evangelist was learned, and by picking both of them as patron saints, Masons symbolically unite both passion and reason. (Steve Whittaker)
As we learn in the Christian tradition, john the Baptist was the cousin of Jesus of Nazareth. He was the one
who came first, the “voice crying in the wilderness” who prepared the way and baptized Jesus in the Jordan. He lived a simple life, dining on the delicacy of locusts. He was arrested, imprisoned and eventually beheaded by Herod for his devotion and refusal to waver in his message. Through his life he maintained fidelity
to his faith and integrity in the way he lived.
The ancient historian Josephus, mentions John the Baptist in his book Antiquities. He writes: “For John was a
pious man, and he was bidding to the Jews who practiced virtue and exercised righteousness toward each
other and piety toward God…” We also learn from Luke’s gospel that John taught “Whoever has two coats
must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” He taught tax collectors to
not collect more than due and for soldiers to be satisfied with their wages and refrain from improving their
lives at the expense of others. We might say that John the Baptist taught people to walk uprightly before God
(Continued on page 25)
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and humans, act with integrity, be virtuous and practice charity. As another writer offers: “John’s ethical
teaching…indicates that John advocated…an eschatological [or one that is not otherwise observed on earth]
brotherhood.” With these qualities in mind then, is it no wonder we revere him as a patron saint of Freemasonry?
Yet for me, the question is not about why we remember John the Baptist in Freemasonry. Perhaps more pertinent and pressing is the question of how remembering John this evening can inform our current context of
Freemasonry.
We live in a fractured world today. Everywhere we look we see discord and disagreement. In the arenas of
politics, religion, economics, and in our communities there is stratification, disharmony, disunity and separatism.
When we enter the Lodge, we find ourselves on the level. When we enter the Lodge, we seek that which is
other than our present world, an eschatological Brotherhood, firmly grounded in the tenets Brotherly Love,
Relief and Truth; committed to the virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity; and dedicated to the memory and lessons of the Holy Saints John. And yet these are not values which we simply remember as having guided us in
the past, they are also those values which challenge, inspire and lead us into the future. And the tenets which
we hold most dearly in our beloved Fraternity are precisely those which our world needs to see enacted and
exemplified today. In other words, we seek and model a better way in the world—as a voice in the wilderness
in which we live.
In closing tonight, I would like to share with you a portion of the opening ritual in New Hampshire. As a Past
Master I have spoken them many times from the East and hold them dear. I believe they speak well to our remembrance of Saint John the Baptist and our Fraternity, in this Lodge dedicated to the Holy Saints John this
evening:
The ways of Virtue are beautiful, knowledge is attained by degrees, Wisdom dwells with contemplation, there
we must seek her. Let us then Brethren apply ourselves with becoming zeal to the practice of the excellent
principles inculcated by our order, Let us ever remember that the great objects of our association are the restraint of improper desires and passions, the cultivation of an active Benevolence, and the promotion of a correct knowledge of the duties we owe to God, our neighbor, and ourselves. Let us be united and practice with
assiduity, the Sacred Tenets of our order, Let all private animosities, if any unhappily exist, give place to affection and Brotherly Love. It is a useless parade to talk of the subjection of irregular passions within the
walls of the Lodge, if we permit them to triumph in our intercourse with each other. Uniting in the grand design, let us be happy ourselves, and endeavor to promote the happiness of others. Let us cultivate the great
moral virtues laid down on our Masonic trestleboard, and improve on everything that is good, amiable and
useful. Let the benign genius of the Mystic Art preside over our councils, and under her sway let us act with a
dignity becoming the high moral character of our venerable institution.
SO MOTE IT BE.
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A Masonic Lodge is Not a Service Club
By LAURENCE HEALEY,
Senior Grand Warden Grand Lodge of British Columbia
Many of the Craft fail to properly differentiate between the objectives of Freemasonry and those of the popular modern service clubs. Each has a definite sphere of service; each is important-yet they follow separate
paths. The timely article on this page clarifies the primary differences and points out the basic reasons why
Freemasonry can never function as a service club.
Right Worshipful Brother Laurence Healey, the author, is a native of Ireland. He served as a captain of British
infantry in World War I and subsequently in the Civil Service of his homeland. In 1922 he migrated to Canada, joined the Canadian Civil Service and presently holds an executive position in the Public Service, Vancouver, BC.
For 26 years he has been a member of Southern Cross Lodge No. 44 at Vancouver and was its Master in 1932.
He was District Deputy of the Grand Master in 1941; chairman of the Committee on Masonic Education and
Research and editor of the Grand Lodge publication, "Masonic Bulletin," for eight years, and was elected Junior Grand Warden in 1949. He is a member of both Rites and of the Philalethes Society.
In the history of our time, the first half of the twentieth century will be noted for many things. World-shaking
events have followed each other in such rapid succession as to over-shadow many of the trends and movements in the social order which accompanied them. Notable amongst the latter, on the North American continent, has been the phenomenal growth of organizations [dedicated] to humanity. The multiplicity of service
clubs and similar associations which have been organized during the past twenty-five years in particular is
somewhat remarkable.
To the keen observer it would seem as if men (and women too), throughout the country during the years following World War I, had become intensely conscious of the vital import in the words of the Great Master who
said: “Not everyone that sayeth unto me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter into the Kingdom, but he that doeth the will
of My Father.” The desire to be up and doing appeared to be the motivating force.
Many of these organizations, whose names are household words, and whose activities are widely publicized,
have great achievements to their credit. Vast sums of money have been collected and dedicated to human betterment. Untold hours of labour have been contributed by devoted members towards the advancement of the
various projects which they had undertaken to support. Blessings of many kinds have come to countless thousands as the result of their activities, ”truly noble endeavors to translate principles into practices, ideas into
realities, and faith into works, through the effort of doing.
The worthwhile accomplishments of these organizations, and the favourable publicity associated with their
activities, have been disturbing factors in the life of Freemasonry during that same period. In discussions
about their Craft and comparisons with these other institutions many of our members, from time to time, advocate a programme of similar activities, and evince a desire to copy their methods and introduce them into
Freemasonry. In some instances even Masters and officers of lodges have endeavored to implement their ideas
along these lines.
Sincere and enthusiastic brethren sometimes give expression to their feeling of disappointment at what they
term as the failure of the Craft to put its principles into practice or to measure up to its ideals, when it apparently ignores the problems of the outer world which are crying for a solution such as Freemasonry could provide. They feel a sense of frustration like unto those in the parable, who stood idly in the market-place be(Continued on page 27)
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cause no man had hired them, though there was much work to be done in the Master’s vineyard. They are
waiting for the Craft to send forth a clarion call to active service in some great cause, some worthwhile project
that will capture the imagination and harness the enthusiasm of the members for spectacular action.
It is claimed that Freemasonry is suffering by comparison with these other organizations operating in competition, that it is losing to them many of its keen, young members who are attracted by the more colourful activities associated with their operations, and that its influence for good must decline if it continues to remain
within the cloistered walls of its lodges while outside the world bleeds.
As an indication of this trend of thought among freemasons we are reminded that a few years ago, when the
Grand Lodge of British Columbia was celebrating its 75th anniversary, the idea was expressed that it would
be a fitting occasion for the Grand Lodge to send forth a call to the Craft throughout the province to undertake
some great project in public welfare, which might glorify the closing quarter of its century, and be worthy of
its great inheritance of past years. A similar suggestion, but in the form of a definite recommendation, was
placed before the Grand Lodge of Alberta about two years ago, which received wide publicity in the press at
that time, concerning the problem of youth and the establishment of a masonic farm training centre in the
province.
These trends of prevailing thought amongst freemasons present a very definite challenge to all those who are
placed in positions of responsibility for the guidance of the Craft in these trying times, and the question under
consideration here is, perhaps, the most important to be discussed by this Conference, or by any similar assembly of masonic leaders today.
In the masonic design the major effort is directed toward the development of character and improvement of
life and conduct in the individual man, who is mentally, morally and physically qualified to benefit from the
teaching, and who has the avowed desire to learn and to improve. By a peculiar system of ritual and ceremonies great principles of morality and virtue are inculcated, which help to build him up into a better man and a
better citizen.
Freemasonry is unique amongst human institutions, for it is evident that its pattern was drawn under divine
inspiration from the accumulated spiritual wisdom of the ages. Its lessons are derived from the powerful
drama of life and death as portrayed in its allegories, where the ultimate meaning of life is interpreted in terms
of moral and spiritual values which fortify the soul against the trials and vicissitudes of life.
By keeping the great principles of Truth, Honour, Charity and Justice strong and active in the lives of individuals, Freemasonry believes that goodness and honour in society must result from the presence within it of
men who are actuated by these high principles, and whose desire shall be to mold the life of the world nearer
to the masonic ideal. When every freemason carries over into his particular sphere in society the great precepts of the institution, an inevitable impact is made upon the whole life and transactions of mankind. Rise,
and set in motion, the spiritual potential of Freemasonry, and a force is thereby generated that can transform
the world.
Other organizations may find opportunities for service in seeking to ameliorate the sufferings and hardships
which result from maladjustments of the social system, the effect of wrong and evil in society. But Freemasonry seeks to apply its age old, tried and proven philosophy to the cause of the sources from whence most of
the ills of humanity spring. It deals in principles rather than in projects, in the dissemination of ideals rather
than in programmes of self-advertisement. Men can agree on principles and ideals without necessarily agreeing upon the particular method by which they may be applied. to some specific problem. Rivalries and contentions over the merits of various projects, and the methods by which a plan of campaign might be undertaken,
(Continued on page 28)
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would sow the seeds of dissension in the body of the Craft, while it is the very essence of Freemasonry that
unity of purpose in all essentials be preserved among its members, if the beauty and harmony of the structure
is to be maintained.
A masonic lodge may be likened to a school, or university, where men who have passed the qualifying examination go through a course of study in science and are the scientific application of moral and spiritual truth to
the art of right living. Its graduates, having learned that Freemasonry is a way of life, a quality of life to be
lived day by day, go out into the world and give practical effect to the principles and ideals which they have
acquired in their training as craftsmen.
In the secular college or university, the student is taught principles of engineering, agriculture, law, medicine,
and various other subjects, then, having graduated, he goes forth to apply his knowledge in the world to operations of commerce, industry, transportation, and the thousand and one other activities which make up our economic system.
But no one puts forward the suggestion that the university itself should enter the field of engineering as a corporate body and proceed to develop some hydro-electric project, or set up its own factory for the manufacture
of automobiles, or foster similar projects designed to carry into practical effect the principles which it teaches
to its students. No one expects it to do so, neither could it undertake such activities without serious detriment
to its usefulness as an institution of learning devoted to study and research and to the training of youth.
Why, then, expect the university or college of Freemasonry to sponsor projects, or embark upon adventures
outside the scope of its organization, or beyond the design of its peculiar system? Why should its timeless
glory, as an Institution dedicated to the teaching of moral and spiritual principles, be tarnished by the corroding influence of petty rivalries amongst contending claimants for its sponsorship of their particular projects ,
whether political, civil or religious. Surely it cannot be suggested that, like the Biblical Esau, it should sell its
sublime inheritance in the eternal verities for the mere pottage of public acclaim at its transient success in the
operation of some project, however laudable.
Without inviting defeat, confusion, and ultimate decline, the Institution of Freemasonry cannot deviate from
the great design on its trestle board—the making of freemasons, building the temple of living stones. Just as
the university graduate carries his acquired skill, with the honour of his Alma Mater, into the world of commerce and industry, so the Masonic graduate carries his skill, and the honor of his Ancient Craft, into the
world of thought and ideas, of life and conduct, where men may see his good works and be inspired by his
example. Thus Masonic ideals and principles overflow into the life of the community, the city and the nation.
And if our community and national life does not reflect that quality of higher idealism which should come
from the presence therein of such a large body of freemasons, then the important task of the moment should
be to so strengthen and improve the quality of lodge membership as to increase the power and influence of
that overflow, rather than to dissipate our energies following a will-o-the-wisp of temporary schemes and projects.
Other institutions which are organized for service activities, and which play such a prominent part in public
life, owe much of their success to the presence in their ranks of many keen and enthusiastic members who received their training in Masonic lodges. In many cases the majority of those actively engaged are members of
the Craft who adopt this method of putting their masonic ideals into practice. But there is no conflict of interests. There is no competition between these bodies and our Ancient Institution. Freemasonry was not designed
for such a purpose, neither is it in the masonic scheme, nor in any part of its basic foundations.
(Continued on page 29)
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(Continued from page 28)

Perhaps, a fitting conclusion to this presentation of the question for consideration may be a quotation from a
recent address by one of the most distinguished Past Grand Masters of the Craft, His Majesty King George VI,
when he said: “English Freemasonry has behind it the experience of nearly two and a half centuries of steadfast adherence to fundamental principles, and I believe that a determination to maintain the values which have
been the rock upon which the Masonic structure has stood firm against the storms of the past, is the only policy that can be pursued in the future.”

Old Alberta Butch...
Fred was in the fertilized egg business. He had several hundred young pullets and ten roosters to fertilize the eggs.
He kept records, and any rooster not performing went into the soup pot and was replaced.
This took a lot of time, so he bought some tiny bells and attached them to his roosters. Each
bell had a different tone, so he could tell from a distance, which rooster was performing.
Now, he could sit on the porch and fill out an efficiency report by just listening to the bells.
Fred's favorite rooster, old Alberta Butch, was a very fine specimen, but this morning he noticed old Butch's bell hadn't rung at all!
When he went to investigate, he saw the other roosters were busy chasing pullets, bells-aringing, but the pullets, hearing the roosters coming, would run for cover.
To Fred's amazement, old Alberta Butch had his bell in his beak, so it couldn't ring. He'd
sneak up on a pullet, do his job and walk on to the next one.
Fred was so proud of old Alberta Butch, he entered him in the Edmonton City Show and he
became an overnight sensation among the judges. The result was the judges awarded old Alberta Butch not only the "No Bell Piece Prize" but also the "Pulletsurprise."
Clearly old Alberta Butch was a politician in the making. Who else but a politician could figure out how to win two of the most coveted awards on our planet by being the best at sneaking up on the unsuspecting populace and screwing them when they weren't paying attention.
Vote carefully in the next 2015 Federal election, you can't always hear the bells.
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A Beacon is not a destination - It just helps to light the way

See What’s on-line in Alberta - Enjoy your Masonic Year
Masonic Mentor

Grand Lodge of Alberta AF
& AM

www.freemasons.ab.ca

Masonic Higher Education
and Bursary Fund

Grand Lodge of Alberta AF & AM

www.freemasons.ab.ca

www.freemasons.ab.ca
See Masonic Charities menu
on left side of page

www.mhebf.com/

www.freemasons.ab.ca
www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca

See Grand Lodge menu on left side of page - Our
Magazine

Internet Lodge of Research
GRA AF & AM

www.internetlodge.ab.ca

Grand Lodge of Alberta
Masonic Library
opac.libraryworld.com/
opac/home
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Concordant Bodies
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Lodge of Perfection, Central Valley
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday, 8:00 pm
Freemason Hall, 4722 - 49B Ave, Lacombe, AB
Contact Jim Innes, 403-343-3086
Royal Arch, Lebanon #38
Meetings: Third Thursday
Apollo Lodge Hall, 5114-50 Ave Stettler, AB
Contact: Jim Lockhart, jlockhart@xplorenet.com 403-742-5775
Mountain View #1 (Olds) 1st Tuesday - Venus #2 (Red Deer) 2nd Monday
Alexandra #4 (Lacombe) 2nd Tuesday - Victoria #14 (Stettler) 3rd Monday
Innisfail #37 (Innisfail) 1st Thur.
Al Azhar - (Calgary) - Red Deer Unit
Meetings - 3rd Wed. Freemason Hall, 4811-52nd Street, Red Deer, AB, Pres.:
President: Noble Bill Canning 403-346-4414 railandtrail@shaw.ca
Secretary: Noble Jim (JJ) Corbett 403-341-6065 b.canning@telus.net
Al Shamal - (Edmonton) - Regional Club: Battle River
Contacts: Cliff McDermott - Red Deer ccmcde@shaw.ca
Don Anderson - Stettler - darand@telusplanet.net
FIDELITY LODGE NO. 76
Before the 1914 war broke out the Masons went about the business of instituting and constituting Lodges.
The Village of Bashaw, south of Camrose, on the Grand Trunk Pacific Railroad Line between Edmonton and Calgary,
had simply been open prairie in 1910. Shortly after the advent of train service into Bashaw, and the development of normal businesses into the new settlement, it was discovered that there were eight or ten Freemasons among the new pioneer residents of the area.
As a result of the unanimous decision of an informal meeting of Master Masons, Fidelity Lodge, U.D. was instituted by
Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Robert Patterson on March 4, 1913. Grand Master, M.W.Bro. J.A. Jackson, constituted the
Lodge on July 8th, 1914.
A disastrous fire, in the early hours of Sunday, January 21 st,1922 destroyed the Ledgerwood Building, where Fidelity’s
upstairs lodge room was located.
For the next eleven years the Lodge leased available space in the old Whitney building, which was later known as the
“Dixy Theatre”. In 1924 these facilities proved inadequate, so the Jasper Haggerty Building was leased and the upstairs
portion hosted the meetings for the next nine years. In 1928 the Masons purchased a corner lot on Main Street, opposite
the Elks Hall and in 1933, with volunteer help, the Lodge members constructed a new Lodge building. This modern,
spacious Hall and Lodge Room was home for Fidelity Lodge until 1998 when they closed their Lodge doors and amalgamated with Red Deer’s Kenilworth Lodge.
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