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Friday, Saturday & Sunday
April 23rd, 24th, & 25th
45th Masonic Spring Workshop
Enlightenment: The Soul of Freemasonry
Keynote Speaker
Dr. Margaret C. Jacob
Author of several Books on Freemasonry and
Enlightenment

www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca/
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Hello Brothers of Central District.
March has been quite a wonderful month of fellowship and it
has been great seeing a fair number of new members initiated, passed,
and raised in the lodges both York and Canadian right.
I have also had the pleasure to give a 25 year pin to a fellow mason as
well and this is always an honour to do this.
Take care my brothers and will see you in May when I return
from the Middle East.
Kind regards
Randall D. Robinson, DDGM Central District 2009/10

Central District Officers 2008 - 2009
District Secretary
Masonic Higher Education &
Bursary
Masonic Foundation
Research & Education

W. Bro. Scott Campbell

403-318-7775

prairesand@shaw.ca

W. Bro. Mitch Thompson

403-309-2544

waycat@telusplanet.net

W Bro. Bob Cantwell
W Bro. Bob Cantwell

403-986-4242
403-986-4242

rrc1@telus.net
rrc1@telus.net

District Education Challenge 2010
Innisfail #8

visits

Britannia #18

Apollo #29

visits

Kitchener #95

Eureka #10

visits

Innisfail #8

Red Deer #12

visits

Eureka #10

Mountain View
#16

visits

Britannia #18

visits

Feb 9th

June 17th

Kenilworth #29

visits

Apollo #29

May 20th

April 27th

Kitchener #95

visits

Mountain View #16

April 5th

Lochearn #151

Lochearn #151

visits

Beacon #190

Red Deer #12

Beacon #190

visits

Kenilworth #29

Central District Lodges - Meeting Nights
Innisfail #8

Innisfail

3rd Thursday

8:00 PM

Eureka #10

Lacombe

4th Tuesday

8:00 PM

Red Deer #12

Red Deer

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Mountain View #16

Olds

1st Monday

8:00 PM

Britannia #18

Ponoka

1st Wednesday

8:00 PM

Apollo #27

Stettler

3rd Thursday

8:00 PM

Kenilworth #29

Red Deer

1st Tuesday

7:30 PM

Kitchener #95

Rimbey

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Lochearn #151

Rocky Mountain House

2nd Thursday

7:30 PM

Beacon #190

Red Deer

4th Monday

7:30 PM

Some District Lodges have a meal before the Lodge meeting - check for times

Central District Web Page

http://mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm
Check the web site for links to reading material & videos discussed at the District Meeting
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Sunday March 14th saw 40+ Masons , Family and Friends gather for the Annual District
Curling Bonspiel at the Rocky Mountain
House Curling Club.
Four hard fought (??) ends of curling, a fantastic lunch and a whole lot of Fellowship.
What a great way to finish off the winter and
welcome in Spring.
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Kitchener 95
Ladies Night
Saturday April 24 2009
Tickets $30.00 per person
Rimbey Drop In Center
Refreshments from 5:30 PM to 6:30 PM
Dinner 6:30 PM
Dance 9:00 PM
Entertainment by "The Vissons"
Contact:
Bro. Earl Geibelhaus (canegrdn@telusplanet.net) 403-843-2379
Or
Bro. Herb Keith 403-843-2384

The Masters Wardens and Deacons Association of Alberta
The Masters, Wardens, and Deacons Association of Alberta (or "MWD") exists as a forum for
open discussion between Lodges in Alberta. It is sanctioned by Regulation of the Grand
Lodge of Alberta The purpose of the forum is to help educate, support, and sustain the Craft
by discussing common interests, providing resources, and by making recommendations.
MWD is not just for Lodge officers. On the contrary, all interested Alberta Masons are welcome.
Lodges near a meeting location are strongly encouraged to send at least one representative to
the MWD meetings so that they have a say in the Association's deliberations.

http://mwd.albertafreemasons.org/
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Publisher’s Comment: Why, you ask am I advertising a TV series in the News Letter? Check
out the description of the show. Watch for a re-run or keep an eye on the link shown below - it
should show up there sooner or later as a video you can watch on your computer.

www.citytv.com/toronto/show/micro/episode/72640
If you do find it have a close look to see if you can identify where the movie is being filmed?
Hint - it is filmed in Canada. A resent article in the Scottish Rite “Clarion” magazine has an
article that suggests it may have been shot at the Scottish Rite Building in Hamilton, Ontario,
which has been used for several TV and movies in the past. They state that a half dozen projects have recently been shot which will air in 2010 & 2011. To review the article go to The
Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation of Canada ( www.srcf.ca ) and click on Winter 2010
edition of the Clarion - article starts on page 5.
You may also want to check out

http://www.scottishritemasons-can.org/
Murdock Mysteries
Victor Victorian - Season 3, Episode 29
Original Air Date: Sunday, March 28,
2010 on City TV
A man murdered inside a Masonic Lodge
is revealed to be a leading a double life.
Murdoch asks Dr. Ogden to go undercover to learn more about the victim’s
secret and reveal the killer
In a Masonic Temple, Victor Bernard drops dead during his initiation ceremony. Witnessing
the suspicious death are fellow Masons Brackenreid and Crabtree. They have to pull rank to
convince their fellow members to allow Murdoch, a Catholic, and Ogden, a woman, into the
temple to conduct their investigation of a closed and secretive membership which includes
many of the city’s movers and shakers.
As the investigation proceeds, Ogden discovers that Victor Bernard harboured a stunning secret that may have been led to his murder. Murdoch ultimately discovers the identity of the
killer and the tragic irony that led to Bernard’s death.
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RSS Now Available on the Grand Lodge Web Page
RRS stands for "Really Simple Syndication - If you click on this logo, located on the Grand Lodge Web Page - you can receive notification of any
changes on the web page as soon as they are published. A great way to keep
up to date with what is going on in other Lodges around Alberta. Also all
you have to do is send the Grand Lodge Web Master the details of your
Lodge event and it will appear on the Grand Lodge web site for all to see.
Great way to increase attendance at Special and money raising events.

Masonic Mentor
Ideas and Information for the Grand Lodge of Alberta Leaders
The Grand Lodge of Alberta has issued a monthly Mentor paper to assist Lodge Officers in
conducting their duties and suggesting ideas to lift the interest level in our meetings. As the
papers have not always been flowing through to the Officers and because they are of interest to
all Lodge members (even those who have been through the chairs) - the papers are now available on the DDGM web page (see link below). Have a look and feel free to bring them up for
discussion at your next Lodge meeting. While you are at it - why not add your own ideas to
the discussion?

http://mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm
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A poem by Bro. Rudyard Kipling.
Describeing the diversity and brotherly love of his Lodge in
India.
The Mother Lodge
THERE was Rundle, Station Master,
An' Beazeley of the Rail,
An' 'Ackman, Commissariat,
An' Donkin' o' the Jail;
An' Blake, Conductor-Sergeant,
Our Master twice was 'e,
With im that kept the Europe-shop,
Old Framjee Edu1jee.
Outside - " Sergeant! Sir! Salute! Salaam!
Inside - 'Brother," an' it doesn't do no 'arm.
We met upon the Level an' we parted on the Square,
An' I was junior Deacon in my Mother-Lodge out
Joseph Rudyard Kipling
there!
December 30, 1865 - January 18,
1936

We'd Bola Nath, Accountant,
An' Saul the Aden Jew,
An' Din Mohammed, draughtsman
Of the Survey Office too;
There was Babu Chuckerbutty,
An' Amir Singh the Sikh,
An' Castro from the fittin'-sheds,
The Roman Catholick!
We 'adn't good regalia,
An' our Lodge was old an' bare,
But we knew the Ancient Landmarks,
An' we kep' 'em to a hair;
An' lookin' on it backwards
It often strikes me thus,
There ain't such things as infidels,
Excep', per'aps, it's us.
For monthly, after Labour,
We'd all sit down and smoke
(We dursn't give no banquets,
Lest a Brother's caete were broke),

Born in Bombay, India, Rudyard Kipling
was educated in England, returning to
India in 1882. As a poet, author, and
recipient of the Nobel Prize for literature
in 1907, he published over 80 stories
and ballads. Most of his work celebrated
the English Empire and its soldiers in
India.
Although only active masonically for a
few years, Freemasonry’s effect can be
noted in many of his works
His autobiography also has a number of
references to Freemasonry.
Initiated: April 5, 1886 (by dispensation)
Passed: May 3, 1886
Raised: December 6, 1886
Demitted: March 4, 1889
Hope and Perseverance Lodge No. 782. E.C.
Lahore, India
Joined: July 8, 1909
Sociata Rosicruciana in Anglia
Honorary Member:
Author’s Lodge No. 3456, E.C.
Motherland Lodge No. 3861, E.C.
Founding Member (January, 1922):
The Builders of the Silent Cities Lodge No. 12,
St. Omer, France, F.R.

(Continued on page 9)
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An' man on man got talkin'
Religion an' the rest,
An' every man comparin'
Of the God 'c knew the best.
So man on man got talkin',
An' not a Brother stirred
Till mornin' waked the parrots
An' that dam' brain-fever-bird.
We'd say 'twas 'ighly curious,
An' we'd all ride 'ome to bed,
With Mo'ammed, God, an' Shiva
Changin' pickets in our 'ead.
Full oft on Guv'ment service
This rovin' foot 'ath pressed,
An' bore fraternal greetin's
To the Lodges east an' west,
Accordin' as commanded.
From Kohat to Singapore,
But I wish that I might see them
In my Mother-Lodge once more!
I wish that I might see them,
My Brethren black an' brown,
With the trichies smellin' pleasant
An' the hog-darn passin' down;
An' the old khansamah snorin'
On the bottle-khana floor,
Like a Master in good standing
With my Mother-Lodge once more.
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IF
IF you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or being lied about, don't deal in lies,
Or being hated, don't give way to hating,
And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise:
If you can dream - and not make dreams your master;
If you can think - and not make thoughts your aim;
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same;
If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build 'em up with worn-out tools:
If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,
And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breathe a word about your loss;
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them: 'Hold on!'
If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
' Or walk with Kings - nor lose the common touch,
if neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,
If all men count with you, but none too much;
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds' worth of distance run,
Yours is the Earth and everything that's in it,
And - which is more - you'll be a Man, my son!
Rudyard Kipling

Outside - Sergeant! Sir! Salute! Salaam!'
Inside- Brother," an' it doesn't do no
'arm.
We met upon the Level an' we parted on the Square,

To read more on Bro. Kipling go to the following link on the web page of The Grand Lodge of
British Columbia

http://www.freemasonry.bcy.ca/texts/rudyardkipling.html
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Brother Fess Parker Is Gone
(Did you have a coon skin hat)
From Wikipedia
Fess Parker was born in Fort Worth, Texas, and grew up on a
small farm outside San Angelo.[3] He served in the U.S.
Navy at the end of World War II. He joined to become a pilot,
but was turned down for being too tall at 6 feet 6 inches to fill
such a position.
After being discharged, he was stabbed in the chin by a
drunken driver during a post - collision argument Parker required many months of rehabilitation, and was unable to participate in sports to the extent he desired.
Parker graduated from the University of Texas on the G.I. Bill
in 1950 with a history degree. Still having a year left on his
G.I. Bill he then moved to California, where he studied drama
at the University of Southern California seeking a master's
degree in theater history. However minor acting jobs soon obstructed that objective.
Parker began his show -business career by summer 1951 when he had a $32 -a -week job as an extra in the play Mister Roberts, although he is credited with the voice of Leslie, the chauffeur, in the
1950 film Harvey. Within months, he was on location with a minor part in Untamed Frontier with
Joseph Cotten and Shelley Winters.
Parker became a contract player with Warner
Brothers appearing in small roles in several
films such as Springfield Rifle (1952), Island
in the Sky, The Bounty Hunter and Battle
Cry. In 1954, he appeared as Grat Dalton in
the Jim Davis western anthology Stories of
the Century in the episode The Dalton Brothers.
According to Parker himself, when the Walt
Disney Company was looking for an actor to
play Davy Crockett, they originally considered James Arness for the title role. Parker
had recently graduated to a contract weekly
(Continued on page 11)
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actor, but listened to his agent, so he appeared instead in a B movie called Them!, that required
only one day's work. He had a small scene in the movie, that of a pilot put into an insane asylum
after claiming his plane had been downed by giant flying insects. Arness appeared in a larger role
in the same film.
It was during a screening of this film that Walt Disney looked past Arness and discovered Parker.
Disney was impressed by Parker's portrayal of a man who was unswerving in his belief in what he
saw despite the forces of authority against him. Parker was asked to drop by the Disney Studio.
When he did, he brought his guitar, met Walt, sang a song, and then said his goodbye. A couple of
weeks later he was told that he had been selected over Arness and several other actors considered
for the role, including Buddy Ebsen who eventually played Crockett's friend, George Russell.
Disney's portrayal of Crockett in three episodes depicted his exploits as frontiersman, congressman, and tragic hero of the Alamo, in what has been called the first television miniseries, though
the term had not yet been coined. Davy Crockett was a tremendous hit with children, and led to a
merchandising frenzy for coonskin caps and all things Crockett.
Parker became a contract star for Disney appearing in many films such as The Great Locomotive
Chase, Old Yeller, and Westward Ho, The Wagons! but complained they were all pretty much the
same role. Disney refused to loan out Parker for roles outside of that persona, such as The Searchers and Bus Stop. Parker made guest appearances on many television programs; and composed
and sang music. He performed the occasional role of Tom Conrad, editor of the Diablo Courier in
the syndicated western series, Annie Oakley (1954 -1957), starring Gail Davis, Brad Johnson, and
Jimmy Hawkins. In 1962, he starred in the title role of the TV series Mr Smith Goes to Washington. Parker took to the stage in 19 63, in a traveling production of "Oklahoma!" as 'Curly'. The
movie roles he sought were elusive.
Parker's Daniel Boone television series portraying another historic figure of America's frontier
days began filming in 1964. Over its six years (1964 to 1970) as one of the highest rated shows of
its time, Parker was not only the star of the series but also the co -producer and director of five of
its most popular episodes. Turning down the title role of McCloud, Parker retired from the film
industry in the 1970s, after a short -lived 1974 sitcom, The Fess Parker Show.
Fess Parker was nominated for best new personality Emmy in 1954, but lost to George Gobel. The
"Daniel Boone," TV series was never nominated for the Emmys. In 2003, Parker received the
Texas Cultural Trust's, "Texas Medal of Arts Award", established only the year before.
For his work with Disney, Parker was honored in December 2004 with his own tribute window on
a facade in the Frontierland section of Disneyland.
After his acting career, Parker devoted much of his time to operating his Fess Parker Family Winery and Vineyards in Los Olivos, California. The winery is owned and operated by Parker's family, and has produced several different types of award -winning wines. Parkers' son, Eli is Presi(Continued on page 12)
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dent and Director of Winemaking & Vineyard Operations while
daughter, Ashley, is Vice President of Marketing & Sales.
The Parker operation includes over 1,500 acres of vineyards, and
a tasting room and visitor center along the Foxen Canyon Wine
Trail. In addition to wine, the winery is known for selling coon
skin caps and bottle toppers, inspired by Parker's Crockett and
Boone characters, and for appearing in the movie Sideways.
In a reminiscence of his acting days, Parkers' wine labels have a
logo of a golden coonskin cap.
Parker married Marcella Belle Rinehart on January 18, 1960.
They had two children - Fess Elisha III and Ashley Allen Rinehart
- along with 11 grandchildren and a great -grandson.
Bro. Parker was a member of Mount Olive Lodge No.586 in California.
Parker died at age 85, of natural causes according to a spokesperson, at his home in Santa Ynez,
California, near the Fess Parker Winery on March 18, 2010. His death came on the 84th birthday
of his wife

The election of Officers is coming up for most Lodges in the District and I thought the following might prove helpful as we think about what we can do in the upcoming year to make our
Lodge a little bit better…..

Do more than belong, participate.
Do more than care, help.
Do more then believe, practice.
Do more than be fair, be kind.
Do more than forgive, forget.
Do more than dream, work.
–William Arthur Ward

Don’t wait to be asked - step up and volunteer.
Remember the motto to join Masonry.

TO BE ONE ASK ONE
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Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Lodge of Perfection, Central Valley
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday, 8:00 pm
Freemason Hall, 4722 - 49B Ave, Lacombe, AB
Contact Vern Otto, 403-782-3988
Royal Arch, Lebanon #38
Meetings: Third Thursday
Apollo Lodge Hall, 5114-50 Ave Stettler, AB
Contact: Jim Lockhart, jim.lockhart@ufa.com 403-742-5775
Al Azhar Shriners - A.A.O.N.M.S. Red Deer Unit
Meetings - 3rd Wednesday
Freemason Hall, 4811-52nd Street, Red Deer, AB
Contact: Box 42, Red deer, AB, T4N 5E7
Club Pres. Dude Hughs dmhughes@xplornet.com 403-356-1807
1st Vice Garry Hodge ghodge@shaw.ca 403-356-1807
Mountain View #1 (Olds) 1st Tuesday
Venus #2 (Red Deer) 2nd Monday
Alexandra #4 (Lacombe) 2nd Tuesday
Victoria #14 (Stettler) 3rd Monday
Innisfail #37 (Innisfail) 1st Thursday
Battle River #47(Ponoka) 3rd Thursday
Lochearn #129 (RMH) 1st Saturday - 2 pm
Editor’s Comments:
 This newsletter is not an official Masonic publication and does not express the policies or opinions of any specific Masonic Lodge, District or Grand Lodge.
So go ahead and enjoy it as my gift to you. If you have any ideas or suggestions to improve it let me know - I will
always listen, I may not do anything about it, but I will listen. I would love to publish some of the stories from
around the District or even Alberta. Stories about individuals, Lodge happenings or histories of Lodges.
This newsletter will not be published in paper format, but feel free to print it out and pass on to a brother.
The subscription list for this newsletter came from the CDMEL (Central District Masonic Email List). If
you would rather not receive this Newsletter, let me know and I will remove your name - Your name will
not be removed from the CDMEL unless you specifically request it. If you would like to be added to the
subscription list send me an email.
W. Bro. Clark Johnston
Beacon #190
cjohnst@telusplanet.net
A Beacon never goes anywhere
It’s just helps points the way

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

Are you your brother’s keeper? Several Masons in the
District do not have access to computers &/or the Internet.
If you know of such a Bro. And you think this newsletter is
worth while, why not print off a copy to pass on. Another
idea—if you would like a copy, but do not have a computer, ask your son or grandson to print it for you -he may
get an idea of what it is you do at that secret Lodge!
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The Beacon - bookstore
The following books can be purchased on line at Natures Colours-Masonic Books, by following the link below or from links on the DDGM or Beacon web pages. Prices are in CAD funds. Digital versions are also
available. Payment can be made with Major Credit Cards through the secure PayPal payment system or contact me via email at cjohnst@telusplanet.net.

http://www.naturescolours.ca/masonic%20books.htm
Masonic Papers and Addresses, by Bro. James W. Roberts
MW Bro. James W. Roberts is a United Church Minister, a Past Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Alberta, a Mason for over 50 years, a Bro. & a Friend. This book is a collection of the
papers he has written and presented over 50 years; as Masonic Spring Workshop (Masonry In
The Mountains) theme speaker (three times), Grand Chaplin of the Grand Lodge Of Alberta (5
times), His Christmas Message for the Grand Lodge Bulletin (4 times) and his Inaugural & Final
presentations as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Alberta. As well it includes his presentation
to the Grand Lodge of Quebec on Freemasonry and Religion - submitted in November 1993 and
his address as Senior Grand Warden, to the Annual Inter-Provincial Conference of the Officers of
the Four Western Jurisdictions. The messages contained herein are as relevant to Masonry and
society today as they were when they were written and will prove inspirational to any one who
reads them.
Originally compiled by the late WBro Harry Noble of Britannia Lodge #18 , G.R.A.
Updated and re-published by WBro. C Johnston, Beacon #190 G.R.A.

This book also available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta Bookstore.
Masonic Etiquettes
Description: Etiquette and Protocol as it relates to Craft Lodges in Alberta, Canada. This is a re
-production of a book originally published in 1994. An excellent guide for Lodge Officers to
maintain the traditions of conduct within the Lodge and to trace the origins of some traditions.
(A portion of the proceeds from the sale of this book goes to Masonic Charities.)
Original manuscript of the late WBro Harry Noble of Britannia Lodge #18 , G.R.A.
Re-published by WBro. C Johnston, Beacon #190 G.R.A

This book also available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta Bookstore
History of the Grand Lodge of Alberta, 1905 - 1980
Description: This coil bound book is a reproduction of the hard covered book, by the same title, originally
published in the 1980s to commemorate the first 75 years of Freemasonry in Alberta, Canada. It is 154
pages with B&W photos which include pictures of the Grand Masters and Grand Secretaries as well as
historical photos. Also includes Lodge distribution graphics. This re-publication was done mainly to make
the manuscript available in a coil bound version and digital format. Coil bound and digital versions available from “The Beacon Bookstore on lulu.com.
Original manuscript of the late J.W. Collett, P.G.M., G.L.A.

. Hard cover original version is available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta - Bookstore
Freemasonry – A Way of Life
A WAY OF LIFE; a brief overview of what Freemasonry is and what it isn't. Of interest to
someone looking to find out more about the craft - with a view to joining.
HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED BECOMING A MASON; a series of questions and
explanations directed at someone considering Masonry and wondering if it is an organization suitable to their needs.
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