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A Beacon is not a destination - It just helps to light the way

Brethren,
It’s time for Round Two of the annual Central District Research/Education &
Visitation Challenge. Remember, although specific Lodges are designated as
presenting / visiting – all Masons are welcome – Lets fill the Lodge.

Round 2 - April
Tuesday April 8th – 7:30pm, Rimbey
Kitchener #95 will host the Brethren of Britannia #18 and Eureka #10. Brethren
of Britannia #18 will be making the presentation.

Thursday April 10th – 7:30pm Rocky Mountain House
Lochearn #151 will host the Brethren of Beacon #190, Innisfail #8 and Britannia
#18, W Bro. Clark Johnston of Beacon #190 will be giving a presentation Call To
Refreshment, while W Bro. Cantwell of Beacon #190 will be hosting a Table
Lodge at the Festive Board”. - Join us and bring along a good joke to share.

Tuesday April 22nd - 8:00pm, Lacombe
Eureka #10 will host he Brethren of Lochearn #151 and Kitchener #95.
Lochearn Brethren will be makeing a presentation.

Round One in March was a tremendous success with attendance ranging from 18 to 40
at the three hosting Lodges. Good papers delivered over a wide variety of topics.
Come on out and take part in April.
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49th Masonic Spring Workshop
25, 26, 27 April 2014
Delta Lodge Kananaskis
Information and Online Registration

www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca
Masonic Spring Workshop 1990
MW Bro. Jack Collett (Grand Master 1964, GLA)

In Shakespeare’s play As You Like It, there is a well known speech by Jacques wherein he tries to explain to
his distressed father the Duke, the ways of the world. He says:
All the world’s a stage, And all the men and women merely players; They have their exits and their entrances:
And one man in his time plays many parts, His Acts being seven ages.
Jacques goes on to outline those seven stages starting with the infant and ending with old age:
Last scene of all, That ends this strange eventful history, Is second childishness and mere oblivion; Sans teeth
sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything.
Human life does not progress through these various stages as smoothly as Shakespeare would have us think.
People get stuck at a certain stage and never progress. There are individuals that never get out of their adolescence no matter how old they are. Some don’t even get out of the whining schoolboy age.
Organizations are very much like the human being. They start with a newness and an excess of energy and,
normally should progress to maturity and wise old age. So often organizations get stuck at one point of development and go no further.
The Masonic Order does not differ from human beings or from other organizations in this regard. There is
always the possibility of getting stranded at one stage of development and remaining there while the rest of
society forges ahead to new concepts and exciting challenges.
Masonry came into Alberta when on January 13, 1882, the Grand Lodge of Manitoba granted a dispensation
for Saskatchewan Lodge No. 17, G.R.M. to be established. This Lodge was instituted on February 13 of the
(Continued on page 20)
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I would like to draw your attention to the 2014
Gates Annual Letter link which is described on
page 18 of this newsletter. Visit the link to get a
different viewpoint on 3 myths that block progress
for the poor. This might make for a very interesting discussion one evening.
Beacon #190 was privileged at their March meeting to host Apollo #27 & Mountain View #16 for
the District Research & Education night. 40 Masons from 9 different Lodges attended, including
several visitors from outside the District. The large
turnout made for a fun and interesting evening.
After the education was presented by W Bro. Jim
Savage of Apollo #27 we adjourned to the Festive
Board where W Bro. Honert staged the Knife &
Fork Degree, much to the merriment of all in attendance. A good night of fellowship and I still
home at a reasonable hour feeling like the night
was worth going to. As an aside – I think Bro. Honert
could be persuaded to take his Knife & Ford Degree act on
the road.

I have been advertising the Spring Workshop so
much this year that I decided I had better give it a
go and so I sent my registration in this week. The
list of speakers looks to be interesting, although
past experience has taught me that the after hour
discussions will probably make or break the weekend. Looking forward to meeting Bro. Masons
from around the province and maybe from farther
afield. Looking forward to hearing Bro. Cameron’s bagpipes echoing out over the valley, as he
strolls and plays along the mountain ridge – bagpipes always sound better outdoors. Hope to see
you there.
One of the purposes of this newsletter is to promote communication between the Lodges in Central District. If you have
anything of interest to share or to promote visitation to your
Lodge let the rest of us know about it.
Masonry is not a Secret Society
Have a great Month Bro.
It’s yours to enjoy
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Welcome to The Beacon
This newsletter is not an official Masonic publication and does not
express the policies or opinions of any specific Masonic Lodge, District or Grand Lodge.
So go ahead and enjoy it as my gift to you. If you have any ideas or
suggestions to improve it let me know - I will always listen, I may
not do anything about it, but I will listen. I would love to publish
some of the stories from around the District, Alberta or even Canada. Stories about individuals, Lodge happenings, Lodge histories,
Masonic papers or articles of interest to other Masons.
This newsletter will not be published in paper format, but feel free
to print it out and pass on to a brother.

The subscription list for this newsletter is based on
the CDMEL (Central District Masonic Email List).
If you or a friend would like to be added to the
subscription list please go to the following link and
sign up.
www.mastermason.org/Beacon190/newsletter.htm
Instructions to unsubscribe are included with each email sent out.
W. Bro. Clark Johnston, Beacon #190,
cjohnst190@gmail.com
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RW Bro. Ron (Scottie) Vickers
District Deputy Grand Master, Central District,
Grand Lodge of Alberta, AF&AM

5307 - 57 Ave,
Rocky Mountain House, AB T4T 1M7
Phone: Home: 403-845-6422 Cell: 403-844-1229
Email: thistledo1@telus.net
Each April for the last forty-nine years, Masons have met in Alberta's Rocky Mountains, west of Calgary, for a weekend of fellowship and instruction. The goal of the
Masonic Spring Workshop Planning Committee is to create a weekend experience in a
relaxed atmosphere of fellowship offering individual Masons the opportunity:
 to be challenged, excited, amused, exposed to new ideas, offered options for expression, and mentored in the ways and ideals of Freemasonry;
 to renew old acquaintances; and
 to make new friends.

Hope to see you there….

Central District Officers 2008 - 2009
District Secretary

VW Bro. Hal Neis (#27)

403-788-2126

hbneis@gmail.com

Education & Research

W Bro. Clark Johnston (#190)

403-347-7099

cjohnst190@gmail.com

Masonic Higher Education Bursary

RW Bro. Tom Clark (#151)

403-729-2340

tdclark@cciwireless.ca

Masonic Foundation

W Bro. John Jardine (#18)

403-783-5418

j.jardine@shaw.ca

Central District Lodges - Meeting Nights (Dark Jul & Aug)
Innisfail #8

Innisfail

3rd Thursday

7:30 PM

Eureka #10

Lacombe (Dark Jan & Feb)

4th Tuesday

8:00 PM

Red Deer #12

Red Deer

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Mountain View #16

Olds

1st Monday

7:30 PM

Britannia #18

Ponoka

1st Wednesday

8:00 PM

Apollo #27

Stettler

3rd Thursday

7:30 PM

Kenilworth #29

Red Deer

1st Tuesday

7:30 PM

Kitchener #95

Rimbey

2nd Tuesday

7:30 PM

Lochearn #151

Rocky Mountain House

2nd Thursday

7:30 PM

Beacon #190

Red Deer

4th Monday

7:30 PM

Some Lodges have a meal before the Lodge meeting - check for times

Central District Web Page

http://mastermason.org/Beacon190/ddgm.htm
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Central District Research / Education & Visitation 2014
Round #1 to be completed in the month of March
Tuesday March 11th - Red Deer
 Red Deer #12 will be Host
 Kenilworth #29 will give presentation
 Apollo # 27 will be visitors
Thursday March 20th – Innisfail
 Innisfail #8 will be Host
 Red Deer # 12 will give presentation
 Mountain View #16 & Kenilworth #29 will be visitors.
Monday March 24th - Red Deer
 Beacon # 190 will be Host
 Apollo # 27 will give presentation
 Mountain View # 16 will be visitors
Round [2] to be completed in month of April.
Tuesday April 8th – Rimbey
 Kitchener #95 will be Host
 Britannia #18 will give presentation
 Eureka #10 will be visitors
Thursday April 10th – Rocky Mountain House
 Lochearn #151 will be Host
 Beacon # 190 will give presentation
 Innisfail #8 & Britannia # 18 will be visitors.
Tuesday April 22th – Lacombe
 Eureka #10 will be Host
 Lochearn #151 will give presentation
 Kitchener #95 will be visitors

Version #3
Amended October 8th 2013
Questions, comments, suggestions,
ideas or complaints - please contact:
W Bro. Clark Johnston - R&E chairman cjohnst@telus.net
or
RW Bro. Ron (Scottie) Vickers,
D.D.G.M. Central District
thistledo1@telus.net
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Here Comes the Judge; - Brethren of the Lodge of Perfection, Central Alberta Valley,
get into the act, portraying Judges, as they pass judgement on a new aspirant who seeks admission to the 7th degree called “Provost & Judge”.
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The Masonic Higher Education Bursary Fund is a Registered Charity Numbered
07447153RR0001. Tax receipts can be issued for all donations. Our bursaries are
funded by donations from individual Freemasons, Masonic Clubs and Concordant
Bodies, Memorial Donations, Bequests placed in Wills and gifts from the public.
The day to day operational expenses of the fund are paid by the Grand Lodge of Alberta. No expenses are taken from the donations, memorials or bequests directed to
the Fund.

You can make a difference. 10 cents a day or $36.50 for the year from every Mason in the
District would fund 7 + Bursaries. Do your part this year and get your tax receipt. Donations can be made online through “Canada Helps”. Follow the link to the HEBF web page
found on the Grand Lodge web page.

http://www.freemasons.ab.ca/primary/
Grand Lodge of Albert
Annual Communication
June 13/14, 2014
Calgary, Alberta
Coast Plaza Hotel & Conference Centre
1316 33 Street NE
1-800-661-1464

http://www.freemasons.ab.ca/primary/

Grand Master’s BBQ - FEZDOME
Al Azhar Mounted Patrol
5151—101 Street NW

June 14th, 2014
Live Entertainment by Stratus
A musical & comedy act - Brock,
Merry Jo & Murray $30.00 before May 31st, 2014
$35.00 June 1st, 2014
Tickets can be purchased through PayPal:
paypal@blueworld.ca
Or though your friendly neighbourhood Widows Sons
For updates on the Annual GLA Communication and associated events refer to the Grand Lodge web page;

http://www.freemasons.ab.ca/primary/
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The GMOB (Good Men Of Beacon), lead by the WM Mark Hornet & DDGM elect W Bro. Bob Cantwell,
had the pleasure of initiating five new Brethren to the illustrious Knife & Fork Degree at the Festive Board
following the March meeting. This has become a Beacon tradition following the FC Degree - to ensure the
Festive Board is well staffed. New members of this exclusive degree are Bros. Ian Dunn (Beacon #190), Dax
Williams (Beacon #190). Curtis Hillgardener (Innisfail #8), Paul Burns (Lochearn #151), Clinton Taylor
(Beacon #190), and Kent Plosz (Beacon #190).
You will notice - even visitors are not safe at Beacon #190.
The scene in front of Freemason Hall,
Red Deer during last summer’s bike race
- good thing there are no bike lanes.
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Saturday Feb. 1/14:
Sylvan Lake’s Ryan Machan won the title belt at last
nights MMA battle in Red Deer with a first round
TKO, All of his last three fights were won in the
first round.
Bro. Machan is a member of Beacon #190

Well Done Bro.

Brethren and friends gathered together on March
15th to wish MW Bro. Jim Roberts a Happy 94th
Birthday and to welcome him back to Red Deer.
He has taken up residence at the Piper Creek
Foundation at 52 Piper Drive in north Red Deer.

Welcome Home Bro.

Heartiest congratulations to Team Canada's Curling
Skip, Bro. Brad Jacobs, and the entire Sault Ste
Marie Curling team, for achieving the ultimate Gold
Medal at the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi Russia.

W Bro. Dave Travers was presented with his
25 year certificate from WM Bill Gross at the
March 4th meeting of Kenilworth #29.

Bro. Brad Jacobs, is the Inner Guard of Keystone
Lodge No.412, GRC, Sault Ste Marie, Ontario,
CANADA

http://www.algomaeastmasons.ca/districtlodges/keystone-lodge-no-412/

Well done Bro. - on to the next 25
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What is the Address to the Haggis all About?
A little bit of Scottish history will help you understand better. In the latter half of the eighteenth century there were two fairly distinct classes which made up the population, the rich
and powerful and the rest. The staple diet of the two classes differed tremendously, that is, the
R & p could afford their choice of all the exotic foods available, whereas, the rest were
obliged to depend on what was readily available to them, a somewhat restricted selection. So
that, when an animal was slaughtered every part of the animal was used and nothing was
wasted. For instance, the hide or
fleece would be used to make
clothes or perhaps sold, the
bones to make stock for soup,
the flesh and entrails were
cooked and eaten, and the remainder, if any, was fed to the
dogs. The liver, heart, lights, oats
and onions were all chopped up
small and stuffed into a sheep’s
stomach and cooked. This is the
haggis and part of the regular
diet of the rest in those days, not
just something that appeared
once a year. The late seventeen
hundreds was the time that Rabbie Burns was performing his
magic with words, initially for
the entertainment of his family and his community. He was a quiet champion of the under
privileged, the underdog, the common man, the rest, with many a quiet dig at the R & P in his
poems. So it is with the address to the haggis. It is a light hearted and humorous poem extolling the virtues and value of the haggis as a highly nutritious meal, as opposed to the French
and Italian rubbish consumed by the upper classes. A totally unfair, unreasonable and misleading comparison, but it was meant to make his brethren feel, albeit temporarily, somewhat
superior to their “betters “ and to bring a bit of humour into their work-a-day lives. If the
poem is given a semi-serious presentation it tends to project the intended humour of the piece
at least to those who understand the dialect. A translation of the gaelic or gaelic derived words
and phrases can be found on the internet which, although it translates the words, does not explain the purpose of the poem. Perhaps the next time you listen to the address to the haggis
you will have a better understanding of what its really all about and not just for the express
purpose of mutilating a poor inoffensive haggis.
W Bro. Bill Douglas
Kenilworth #29

A very successful Burns Dinner hosted by Beacon #190 at their January meeting
sw 61 Brethren form several Lodges around the district as well as thr Grand Master
in attendance.. The Haggis weas great and the fellowship greater. Hope to see you
there next year.
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Brethren of Lochearn #151 picked up
their charter and joined the Brethren
of #182 in Drayton Valley to spice up
their February meeting with a “Crazy
Tie” night. Looks like a good time
was had by all. Can we expect the
DDGM and his traveling companion
to make this their regular mode of attire for their un-official Lodge visits???
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THE TRY SQUARE OF CONSCIENCE
Adapted by V.W.Bro Norman McEvoyfrom BROTHERS AND BUILDERS.
By Joseph Fort Newton. Copied from “The Educator” http://www.theeducator.ca/

The Holy Book lies open upon the Altar of Masonry, and upon that book lie the Square and
Compasses. They are the three Great Lights of the Lodge, at once its Divine warrant and its
chief working tools. They are symbols of Revelation, Righteousness, and Redemption, teaching us that by walking in the light of Truth, and obeying the law of Right, the Divine in man
wins victory over the
earthly.

How to live is the one important matter, and he will seek far without finding a wiser way than
that shown us by the Great Lights of the Lodge.
The Square and Compasses are the oldest, the simplest, and the most universal symbols of Masonry. All the world over, whether as a sign on a building, or a badge worn by a Brother, even
the profane know them to be emblems of our ancient
Craft.
Some years ago, when a business firm tried to adopt the Square and Compasses as a trademark, the Patent Office refused permission, on the ground, as the decision said, that
“there can be no doubt that this device, so commonly worn and employed by Masons, has an
established mystic significance, universally recognized as existing; whether comprehended by
all of not, is not material to this issue.”
They belong to us, alike, by the associations of history and the tongue of common report.
Nearly everywhere in our Ritual, as in the public mind, the Square and Compasses are seen together. If not interlocked, they are seldom far apart, and the one suggests the other. And that is
as it should be, because the things they symbolize are interwoven. In the old days when the
earth was thought to be flat and square, the Square was a emblem of the Earth, and later, of the
earthly element in man. As the sky is an arc or a circle, the implement which describes a Circle
became the symbol of the heavenly spirit in man. Thus the tools of the builder became the emblems of the thoughts of the thinker; and nothing in Masonry is more impressive than the slow
elevation of the Compasses above the Square in the progress of the degrees.
The whole meaning and task of life is there, for such as have eyes to see.
Let us separate the Square from the Compasses and study it alone, the better to see its further
meaning and use. There is no need to say that the Square we have in mind is not a Cube,
which has four equal sides and angles, deemed by the Greeks a figure of perfection. Nor is it
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

the square of the carpenter, one leg of which is longer than the other, with inches marked for
measuring. It is a small, plain Square, unmarked and with legs of equal length, a simple trysquare used for testing the accuracy of angles, and the precision with which stones are cut.
Since the try-square was used to prove that angles were right, it naturally became an emblem
of accuracy, integrity, rightness. As stones are cut to fit into a building, so our acts and
thoughts are built together into a structure of Character, badly or firmly, and must be tested by
a moral standard of which the simple try-square is a symbol.
So, among Speculative Masons, the tiny try-square has always been a symbol of morality, of
the basic rightness which must be the test of every act and the foundation of character and society. From the beginning of the Revival in 1717 this was made plain the teaching of Masonry,
by the fact that the Holy Bible was placed upon the Altar, along with the square and Compasses.
In one of the earliest catechisms of the Craft, dated 1725, the question is asked: “How many
make a Lodge?” The answer is specific and unmistakable:
“God and the square, with five or seven right or perfect masons.”
God and the Square, Religion (Spirituality) and Morality, must be present in every Lodge as its
ruling Lights, or it fails of being a just and truly constituted Lodge. In all lands, in all rites
where Masonry is true to itself, the Square is a symbol of righteousness, and is applied in the
light of faith in God.
God and the Square – it is necessary to keep the two together in our day, because the tendency
of the time is to separate them. The idea in vogue to-day is that morality is enough, and that
faith in God – if there be a God – may or may not be important.
Some very able men of the Craft insist that we make the teaching of Masonry too religious.
Whereas, as all history shows, if faith in God grows dim, morality becomes a mere custom, if
not a cobweb, to be thrown off lightly. It is not rooted in reality, and so lacks authority and
sanction. Such an idea, such a spirit – so wide-spread in our time, and finding so many able
and plausible advocates – strikes at the foundations, not only of Masonry, but of all ordered
and advancing social life. Once let men come to think that morality is a human invention, and
not a part of the order of the world, and the moral law will lose both its meaning and
its power.
Far wiser was the old book entitled “All in All and the Same Forever”, by John Davies, and
dated 1607, though written by a non-Mason, when it read the reality and nature of God in this
manner: “Yet I this form of formless Deity drew by the Square and Compasses of our Creed.”

(Continued on page 14)
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For, inevitably, a society without standards will be a society without stability, and it will one
day go down. Not only nations, but whole civilizations have perished in the past, for lack of
righteousness. History speaks plainly in this matter, and we dare not disregard it.
Hence the importance attached to the Square of Virtue, and the reason why Masons call it the
great symbol of their Craft. It is a symbol of that moral law upon which life must rest if it is to
stand. A man may build a house in any way he likes, but if he expects it to stand and be his
home, he must adjust his structure to the laws and forces that rule in the material realm. Just
so, unless we live in obedience to the moral laws which God has written in the order of things,
our lives will fall and end in wreck. When a young man forgets the simple Law of the Square,
it does not need a prophet to foresee what the result will be. It is like a problem in geometry.
Such has been the meaning for the Square as far back as we can go. Long before our era we
find the Square teaching the same lesson which it teaches us to-day. In one of the old books of
China, called “The Great Learning”, which has been dated in the fifth century before Christ,
we read that a man should not do unto others what he would not have them do unto him; and
the writer adds, “this is called the principle of acting on the square.” There it is, recorded long,
long ago. The greatest philosopher has found nothing more profound, and the oldest man in his
ripe wisdom has learned nothing more true. So, everywhere, in our Craft and outside, the
Square has taught its simple truth which does not grow old.
The deputy Provincial Grand Master of North and East Yorkshire recovered a very curious
relic, in the form of an old brass Square found under the foundation stone of an ancient bridge
near Limerick, in 1830. On it was inscribed the date, 1517, and the following words:“Strive to live with love and care upon the Level, by the Square.”
How simple and beautiful it is, revealing the oldest wisdom man has learned and the very generous of our Craft. In fact and truth, the Square rules the Mason as well as the Lodge in which
he labours. As soon as he enters a Lodge, the candidate walks with square steps round the
square pavement of a rectangular Lodge. All during the ceremony his attitude keeps him in
mind of the same symbol, as if to fashion his life after its form. When he is brought to light, he
beholds the Square upon the Altar, and at the same time sees that it is worn by the Master of
the Lodge, as the emblem of his office. In the north-east corner he is shown the perfect Ashlar,
and told that it is the type of a finished Mason, who must be a Square-Man in thought and conduct, in word and act. With every art of emphasis the Ritual writes this lesson in our hearts,
and if we forget this first truth the Lost Word will remain forever lost.
For Masonry is not simply a Ritual; it is a way of living. it offers us a plan, a method, a faith
by which we may build our days and years into a character so strong and true that nothing, not
even death, can destroy it. Each of us has in his own heart a little try-square called Conscience,
(Continued on page 15)
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by which to test each thought and deed and word, whether it be true or false. By as much as a
man honestly applies that test in his own heart, and in his relations with his fellows, by so
much will his life be happy, stable, and true. Long ago the question was asked and answered:
“Lord who shall abide in Thy tabernacle? He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart.” It is the first obligation of a Mason to be on the
Square, in all his duties and dealings with his fellow men, and if he fails there he cannot win
anywhere. let one of our poets sum it all up:“It matters not whate’er you lot

Or what your task may be,
One duty there remains for you,
One duty stands for me.

It means that conscience is your guide,
And honor is your care;
There is no greater praise than this:
“That fellow’s on the square.”

Be you a doctor skilled and wise,
Or do your work for wage,
A laborer upon the street,
An artist on the stage;

“And when I die I would not wish
A lengthy epitaph;
I do not want a headstone large,
Covered with fulsome chaff.

One glory still awaits for you,
One honor that is fair,
To have men say as you pass by:
“That fellow’s on the square.”
“Ah, here’s a phrase that stands for much,
‘Tis good old English, too;
It means that men have confidence
In everything you do.

Pick out no single deed of mine,
If such a deed there be,
To ‘grave upon my monument,
For those who came to see.
Just this one phrase of all I choose,
To show my life was fair:
‘Here sleepeth now a fellow who
Was always on the square.”

It means that what you have you’ve
earned
And that you’ve done your best,
And when you go to sleep at night
Untroubled you may rest.
Interesting trick...
Take your Lodge number and double it. Add 5. Multiply by 50. Add your age. Add the number of
days in a year. Subtract 615. The first three (or two or four) numbers of the result will be your Lodge
Number. The last two will be your age.
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W. Bro. Don McFadyen, -May 18, 1933 – Feb. 11, 2014
Mr. Donald Andrew McFadyen passed away in the Rimbey Hospital & Care
Centre on Tuesday February 11, 2014 at the age of 80 years.
Don will be lovingly remembered and greatly missed by his friend Annie
Krossa, his children Gordon, Donna (Rob), Barb (Ron), Brian (Doris), Sheri
(Rod), brother Bruce, half siblings Bronwyn, Steven, Michael, Janet,
Marjorie, and Terrance, 9 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren.
Don is predeceased by his wife Shirley, brother Jack, mother Jenny Brown,
step mother Mae Lewis, and half siblings Dale, Robert & Jeannie.
Don dedicated his life to serving his family and community. We celebrate Don’s involvement
in the Handivan and Historical Societies, Health Boards, Town Council, Ambulance and Fire
Departments, and Masons. Over the years he served as Marriage Commissioner, Notary, Justice of the Peace, funeral officiant, hockey referee, and boy scout leader. His biggest passion
was dancing: teaching, judging, entertaining at care homes, and dancing till the band quit
playing!
In honour of Don, Memorial services will be held from the Rimbey Community Centre on
Monday, February 17 at 1 PM. With Reverend Deborah Laing Officiating.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Rimbey Handivan Society or the Heart and Stroke Foundation.

Bro. Lloyd Duncan, Apollo #27 - June 2, 1932 - February 14, 2014

It is with deep sadness that I pass along this notice that Bro. Lloyd
Duncan passed to the Grand Lodge above on Friday, Feb. 14, 2014. Bro. Duncan was
scheduled to receive his 60 yr. bar from Apollo Lodge but weather and other commitments
had kept him from being able to attend Lodge to receive this honor.
Bro. Duncan was initiated in Big Valley Lodge #140 in August 1949, raised in
March of 1950 and affiliated with Apollo Lodge in May 1977.
Mr. Lloyd Duncan passed away suddenly on February 14, 2014 at the age of 81 years. He is survived by his
much loved wife Sharon of Big Valley, all of his loving family; Carmen (Bob) Briggs of Strathmore, Cheryl
(Brent) Bartley, Dustin Houston, Chuck (Colleen) Houston, Danny Houston (Erin Mailer), Nicole Houston,
Dylan Houston, Doug (Raj) Duncan and Zachary and Brady Duncan all of Big Valley. He is also survived
by his brother Albert (Peggy) Duncan, sister Rose Magee, brother-in-law Bob Owen (Jean) and sister-in-law
Irene Duncan as well as Ben and Zoe Houston, many other family members and so many very dear
friends. A Funeral Service will be held at the Big Valley Jubilee Hall on Friday, February 21, 2014 at 2:00
P.M. with the Rev. Carolyn Langford of St. George's Anglican Church officiating. As an expression of sympathy and in loving memory of Lloyd, memorial contributions may be made to the Big Valley Fire Department, the Big Valley Jubilee Hall or to STARS in care of Brennen Funeral Home and Cremation Services
P.O. Box 193 Stettler, Alberta TOC 2LO who have been entrusted with the care and funeral arrangements.
403.742.3315 Condolences can be forwarded to the family by visiting our website at
www.brennenfuneralhome.com
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Integrity at the West Gate
By: W. Bro. George Moore
February 2006
Trends are changing in Freemasonry, both in our jurisdiction and indeed around the world. For
the first time in many years we seem to have an onslaught of petitions from young men in their
twenties, thirties and forties. One cannot help but ask “why is this”? what is happening in the
outside world that is causing young men to arrive at the west gate seeking to partake with us
the mysteries of our fraternity? I suppose one could assume that this may be due, in some
small way, to our efforts as a fraternity to become more visible in our communities. Perhaps it
could be linked to a more aggressive approach by the brethren towards attracting new initiates.
Or perhaps it’s just the snowball effect of a few good young men spreading the word among
their peers that we have something different to offer. Whatever the reason, we are most fortunate to have these young men in our lodge rooms.
I tend to think that while the above reasons may each contribute to our good fortune to some
degree, there is a more compelling reason that they are gravitating towards our gentle craft. I
believe that they are looking for something better in life, searching for answers, and are limited and frustrated with the choices available to them. Young boys and youth seem to have an
abundance of activities through school, church, and the community at large, but adult males
are searching for something deeper. They need to find out what life is all about. They need to
challenge and to be challenged. They need to be involved and they need a forum in which to
express their views. I believe that Freemasonry can provide these things to them, and much
more.
The very successful Merriam-Webster On-Line Dictionary recorded and published the top ten
definitions sought after by its users in 2005. Many of these can easily be related to television
news. Words such as: refugee; filibuster; tsunami; pandemic and levee where used frequently
by the media throughout the year and are all among the top ten hits. The word that piqued the
public’s interest most however, the number one word on the hit list, is integrity. Upon reading
this my initial thoughts were “how sad that so many people did not know of this word or it’s
meaning”, and why isn’t someone teaching these people about integrity? Don’t you learn
about this in school? Was this word used frequently on television in 2005 also? I must have
missed it. Could it be that there just is not that much integrity out there in today’s world?
Could it be that integrity is what people are searching for?
The Winnipeg Sun, in their opinion column on February 3rd states that they don’t think you
can teach people to have integrity. They say that either you have it or you don’t. I strongly disagree with this statement. There is an organization I know of that teaches good men to be better, and integrity is one of the foundations of this teaching.
Justice Gomery knows what it is all about. In his 240 page report on the sponsorship scandal
(Continued on page 18)
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entitled “RESTORING ACCOUNTABILITY” he said “what we need is a new political culture
in our country, we need a culture of integrity”. He also said that we need to change certain factions from a “culture of entitlement” to a “culture of integrity”. I wonder if he is a member of
the craft.
The American comedian Dave Chappelle also knows what it is about. He caused a huge controversy when he walked off his hit television show on Comedy Central and away from a fifty
million dollar contract. When asked why he said “I was being asked to do things that infringed
on my ethics, I still have my integrity”. How many people do you know who would turn their
back on fifty million dollars? I would like to meet Dave Chappelle,
Could it be that the young men calling at the west gate are searching for an understanding of
integrity. Is this what is missing from their lives? If this is so, then one can safely assume that
they must also be searching for the meaning of many similar words. Words like truth and honesty and character and brotherhood. Perhaps it is this desire for light that has brought them
knocking at the west gate.
If you are a new initiate, I say to you “knock, and it shall be opened unto you”, and if you are a
Master Mason I say to you “let’s not disappoint those who knock”. When the west gate is
opened and their eyes meet yours, they must instinctively know that they have found truth,
honesty, character, brotherhood, but most of all, the thing that binds all of these, INTEGRITY.
W. Bro George Moore, District Education Officer District # 23 Grand Lodge of British Columbia & Yukon

2014 Gates Annual Letter
By almost any measure, the world is better than it has ever been. People are living longer,
healthier lives. Many nations that were aid recipients are now self-sufficient. You might think
that such striking progress would be widely celebrated, but in fact, Melinda and I are struck by
how many people think the world is getting worse. The belief that the world can’t solve extreme poverty and disease isn’t just mistaken. It is harmful. That’s why in this year’s letter we
take apart some of the myths that slow down the work. The next time you hear these myths,
we hope you will do the same. - Bill Gates

http://annualletter.gatesfoundation.org/
Check out the link - this letter is worth reading as it gives a very different outlook
on where and how the world is progressing
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7 Liberal Arts and Sciences - by Thomas Smith Webb - 1797
Grammar teaches the proper arrangement
of words, according to the idiom or dialect of
any particular people; and that excellency of
pronunciation, which enables us to speak or
write a language with accuracy, agreeably to
reason and correct usage.
Rhetoric teaches us to speak copiously and
fluently on any subject, not merely with propriety, but with all the advantages of force
and elegance; wisely contriving to captivate
the hearer by strength of argument and
beauty of expression, whether it be to entreat
or exhort, to admonish or applaud.
Logic teaches us to guide our reason discretionally in the general knowledge of things,
and directs our inquiries after truth. It consists of a regular train of argument, whence
we infer, deduce, and conclude, according to
certain premises laid down, admitted, or
granted; and in it are employed the faculties
of conceiving, judging, reasoning, and disposing; all of which are naturally led on from
one gradation to another, till the point. in
question is finally determined.
Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties of numbers, which is variously affected,
by letters, tables, figures, and instruments.
By this art, reasons and demonstrations are
given, for finding out any certain number,
whose relation or affinity to another is already known or discovered.
Geometry treats of the powers and properties of magnitudes in general, where length,
breadth, and thickness, are considered. By
this science, the architect is enabled to construct his plans, and execute his designs; the
general to arrange his soldiers; the engineer
The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter

to mark out ground for encampments; the geographer to give us the dimensions of the
world, and all things therein contained, to
delineate the extent of seas, and specify the
divisions of empires, kingdoms and provinces; by it, also, the astronomer is enabled
to make his observations, and to fix the duration of times and seasons, years and cycles.
In fine, geometry is the foundation of architecture, and the root of the mathematics.
Music teaches the art of forming concords,
so as to compose delightful harmony, by a
mathematical and proportional arrangement
of acute, grave and mixed sounds. This art,
by a series of experiments, is reduced to a
demonstrative science, with respect to tones,
and the intervals of sound. It inquires into
the nature of concords and discords, and enables us to find out the proportion between
them by numbers.
Astronomy is that divine art, by which we
are taught to read the wisdom, strength and
beauty of the Almighty Creator, in those sacred pages; the celestial hemisphere. Assisted by astronomy, we can observe the motions, measure the distances, comprehend the
magnitudes, and calculate the periods and
eclipses of the heavenly bodies. By it we
learn the use of the globes, the system of the
world, and the preliminary law of nature.
While we are employed in the study of this
science, we must perceive unparalleled instances of wisdom and goodness, and,
through the whole creation, trace the glorious
Author by his works
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same year and consecrated on April 21, 1882, with 13 members. Despite the Shakespearean model of development, Saskatchewan Lodge did not develop beyond infancy and the charter was surrendered on February
13, 1889. Another start was made two years later when the Grand Lodge of Manitoba issued a dispensation to
erect Bow River Lodge No. 28, G.R.M. on January 1, 1884.
In its infancy in Alberta, the Masonic Order grew very well. There were no great problems. With the influx
of settlers more Lodges were organized. Many of them met monthly at the time of the full moon so that the
members could have some light for their treks to the meetings and for their way home if their meetings did
not last until the first light of the dawn. It was a time when the Lodges met quietly and when fellowship was
most essential to these pioneering folk who had little enough contact with other people.
Time moved on and the district of Alberta attracted more and more settlers. The North West Mounted Police
brought law and order to the western lands. The Canadian Pacific Railway bound the country together with
its bands of steel. By the summer of 1905 there were eighteen Masonic Lodges operating in the district of
Alberta. The result was that the Grand Lodge of Alberta was established on October 12, 1905, just about one
month after the Province of Alberta had come into existence.
Masonry in Alberta, following the Shakespearean model, moved into its adolescent period. It was one of great
growth and of deep interest in the development of the Grand Lodge Constitution and the consecration of various Lodges. Even the First World War, 1914 - 1918, did not stop the expansion of the Masonic Order in Alberta. Settlers poured in to northern areas and into many other parts of the Province. At the conclusion of the
Great War, the Grand Lodge of Alberta had 110 Lodges under its jurisdiction.
Masonry in Alberta continued to flourish in spite of the great depression of the thirties and World War Two
which ended in Europe on May 7, 1945, and in the Far East on August 29, 1945. Optimism was in the Alberta air because of economic prosperity, especially when the oil boom hit Alberta. Despite the fact that there
was a spirit of optimism in the province there were indications that instead of following Shakespeare and going immediately from adolescence into maturity, the Masonic order was in for a period non-development.
One Grand Master asserted that the Masonic Lodge “should be a factor in the life of the community.” Another
Grand Master asserted that it was time for Freemasonry to set its house in order and he said this could not be
done by “the weary occupation of how we can beat up a new enthusiasm,” but that it could be done by clarifying the goals for which the order stood. Another Grand Master felt that Masonry should move out of it s tendency to shield itself from community life and proposed t hat the Grand Lodge organize a Boys’ Farm to reclaim delinquent adolescents. Loss in membership caused some concern. The Grand Lodge communication
in 1966 heard of a decrease of 170 and the next year it was 180. At the same time there were cries that the
quality of applicants was decreasing.
When I was a newly ordained minister I was sent in 1938 to the small town of St. Paul in north eastern Alberta. It was a largely Roman Catholic, French speaking area. Most of the Protestants in town were transient,
Bank employees, C.N.R. employees, R.C.M.P. and so forth. A number of them were Masons. Although most
of them were faithful church members, to this day I do not know where the Masonic Hall was located. I visited St. Alban’s Lodge 145 when I was Grand Master and no one could understand why I h ad not applied for
membership while I was there. St. Alban’s did not survive. It was constituted on July 29, 1926, and on July 7,
1973, it amalgamated with St. George’s Lodge No. 169 of Elk Point.
My next appointment was at Taber. The Church Board there was made up almost completely of Masons.
The Secretary was an Anglican. Each summer, he would come over to our house with flowers and vegetables
for my wife. At the same time he would enter into a very pleasant conversation with me. Never once did the
(Continued on page 21)
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subject of Masonry come up. When I visited there when I was Grand Master, they told me they could never
understand why I did not apply for membership. Doric Lodge constituted on July 10, 1908, but on May 4,
1979, Doric Lodge No. 31 amalgamated with Lucerne Lodge No. 159 and the Lodge meetings were moved
from Taber to Vauxhall.
Then I moved to Claresholm. Tuesday nights in Claresholm were Lodge night and no other meetings were
ever scheduled for Tuesdays. One day I became exasperated with this inflexible situation and I said to the
Clerk of Session, “What in the world is so important about these Lodges that we all have to plan around what
they claim is their special night.” He calmly asked me if I really wanted to know and I said, “You bet I do.”
You see where that rather rash and hasty statement landed me.
In Claresholm, the barber was Bill McKenzie. He was my coach. As most of you know, I never boast about
my ability as a ritualist. In fact there was one time when I was raising a candidate in the Third Degree I wandered off the track, but being accustomed to adlibbing, I continued on until the candidate was finally raised.
After the Lodge was closed a brother, very skilled, came over to me and said, “I want to compliment you on
your work tonight. It was done very well. Would you mind telling me what rite you were working in?” Bill
was an excellent coach. I would go down to the barbershop and he could immediately, in the middle of the
morning, pull down all the blinds and lock the door. Then we would go at it with no book visible at all. The
members of the Lodge would go by the barbershop and say, “Well Bill’s at it with Collett again I wonder if
he’ll ever make it.” We did make it, but it is a source of constant regret that Cairo Lodge today struggles f or
its very existence.
One day, when I was Grand Master, I was in the Grand Lodge Office and the Grand Secretary, the late Ned
Rivers, asked me if I would like to make a surprise visit to Picture Butte that night and I said yes. So Ned got
on the phone. We rounded up two carloads from Calgary. He telephoned Del McQueen, a Past Grand Master
who lived in Vulcan, who arranged for another two carloads and the District Deputy of Lethbridge who arranged for several cars. We arrived in Picture Butte after nightfall and had supper in a small cafe. To my surprise, Ned was not sure where the Lodge Room was located. We asked the waitress and she had never heard
of the Masons, she knew about the Lions, the Knights of Columbus but not the Masons. An R.C.M.P. constable was having a cup of coffee. He couldn’t help. We went outside and then saw a dim light a block away
and decided that was the Lodge Room. I have a distinct recollection of the Junior Warden on the telephone
trying to persuade e his wife to make more sandwiches. He said, “They’re coming by the carload from all
directions. We’ve got to do something.” The Master of the lodge survived the shock and received the party
well. The Lodge Room had never seen such a crowd and what a great evening it was. The sorry part was that
the Masonic Lodge was making no impact on the community as far as being a public presence was concerned.
The Masonic Spring Workshop started in my term as Grand Master when we decided to have a study session
the Tuesday evening before the Grand Lodge sessions commenced. Those were the days when the brethren
came into the city the night before Grand Lodge opened and were at loose ends for something to do in the
evening. The idea was prompted first of all by the conviction of many that we needed to talk informally about
Masonry and also by a popular book that had been written by M.W.Bro. Dwight L. Smith, then Grand secretary of the Grand Lodge of Indiana, titled Whither Are We Traveling and an article, Why All the Confusion in
the Temple. These works were attempts to study the wide-spread malaise that was beginning to affect Freemasonry. Alberta was reporting a decline in membership, an alarming decrease in attendance and increasing
talk about amalgamation or surrendering Charters.
That first evening at Mount Royal College was overwhelmingly successful. We had such a large attendance
that we were pressed to find rooms for the small groups to meet in for discussions. This led to the proposal
(Continued on page 22)
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that Masons throughout Alberta should be given an opportunity to get together to discuss Masonry in an informal and unstructured way, not hampered by the formalities of Lodge meetings. We were fortunate to have
Mel Dunford in the Grand Lodge Office as Assistant to the Grand Secretary. He had a background of experience with the United Church Men’s Conference that was held in Banff annually. After some discussion it was
decided that we would attempt a Masonic Spring Workshop organized along the lines of the United Church
effort. It would be a tragedy if we did not pause here to pay a tribute to Mel Dunford who bore the brunt of
the organization of the Workshop and acted as its secretary some fifteen years.
I can well remember the First Workshop. The Banff School of Fine Arts was not organized to handle the
large number of Masons who wanted to attend. There were no large residence buildings. When the Committee arrived two days early to set up the Workshop Mel was handed all the keys and told to assign rooms.
Somehow he had everything ready when the influx came. I suspect he went without sleep for at least one
night. Not only did we have a profitable time in discussions but we had a memorable social time a s well.
Jim Woods proved to be an efficient Parade Marshall, visiting rooms with the aid of a Piper to unheard of
morning hours. Of course, there were difficulties in the early years, but they were not sufficiently serious to
mar the real purpose of the gathering.
The problem that Masonry was facing, if we follow our Shakespearean model was that Masonry had stalled in
its growth and remained in its late adolescent years. The craft was so bent on secrecy and self-examination
that it was failing to make a meaningful impact on the community. It was not visible amongst the multitude of
organizations in the community. The general public did not know what Masonry was and what it did. There
were many amazing stories around about Masonic practices. Even the members of the Masonic Order were
not at all certain of their purpose. Indeed it was a typical mixed up adolescent age. The basic problem is one
common to all organizations which have a long history.
The organization has a purpose and a philosophy with which it starts. It also exists within a society. The organization takes on some of the characteristics of the society in which it lives. Thus you have a combination
of the basic principles of the organization combined with the peculiarities of the society, which makes up the
way in which the organization operates. The difficulty comes when the human society changes and in the last
eighty years our society has changed very rapidly. When an organization refuses to move with the changes in
society, then that organization ceases to be effective. Freemasonry started with a number of basic principles.
It lived in a pre-modern society and took unto itself many characteristics of the society. It became static and
wanted to carry with it not only the basis principles but also a multitude of outworn customs. Because of this
it has found itself in the backwaters of modern life. So the Masonic order is in difficulty with the church, the
younger generation and society in general. Masonry must look at itself, decide what basic principles are fundamental and must cast aside those prejudices and practices that are not essential. It was fine fifty years ago
for a Lodge to meet quietly for the sake of fellowship and not to talk about its purposes and objectives. Society accepted that for the age of communication had not arrived. When the new age did come, Masonry was
not prepared and was passed by.
The time has come now for the Masonic Order to examine itself and ask two questions:
1. What are those things that are basic to the order?
2. What are those elements that are not essential and can be put aside as accretions in order that the order will
fit into the world of the twenty-first century?
Tonight we are looking at the past. In the next couple of days other speakers will analyze Masonry as it is to(Continued on page 23)
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day and as it must be tomorrow.
Let us look at the past. What elements do we bring from the past that must be maintained today and tomorrow?
1. When we take away all the trappings with which Masonry has surrounded itself during its long history we
find that the fraternity exists for one purpose and that is to preserve, to transmit to posterity the worthwhile
parts of civilization that our forefathers passed on to us.
2. Masonry is an organization of human effort to preserve and promote civilization but it does not do this in
terms of caste or creed or within political, territorial or religious limits. In other words it is universal. Because
of this the Masonic Order will run into trouble with some organizations, secular and religious, that would like
to confine themselves to one section of society or one religious outlook. This Masonry must constantly refuse
to do. It is universal in its outlook.
3. If Masonry is to pass on the best of our modern civilization if it is to embrace all religions, races and cultures then it has to rid itself of some of its static and unproductive ideas and get into the stream of present day
life. The ideal of the eighteenth century was knowledge; the ideal of the nineteenth century was the projection of morality into the new knowledge; the ideal of the twentieth century is the development of communication so that knowledge, ideals, morality can be a part of a universal culture. Wherever in this world there is a
Lodge of Masons, that Lodge should be in the forefront of communicating by modern means the ideals of
knowledge, morality and universality.
When the Entered Apprentice stands before the Master of the Lodge some working tools are placed in his
hands. He is told what they are to be used for. He must use them and then return them to the Master. They
never become his own. The Grand Master of this Universe has entrusted to the Masonic Order working tools
by which the life of this suffering world may be molded. We do not own those working tools; they are just for
us to use and then to return them to the Eternal. When we return those tools, we pray that they may have been
used in the Craft of humanity so that the great Lodge of this world will have pleasure and profit.
For after all:
All the world’s a stage, And all the men and women merely players;
They have their exits and their entrances; And one man in his time plays many parts....

Hope to see you at the Spring Workshop - Clark
We had an outage at my place this morning and my PC, laptop, TV, DVD, BlackBerry, Playbook, Pad & my new surround sound music system were all shut down. Then I discovered
that my iPhone battery was flat and to top it off it was raining outside, so I couldn't play golf.
I went into the kitchen to make coffee and then I remembered that this also needs power,
Sooo I talked with my wife for a few hours - She seems like a nice person.
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A Beacon is not a destination - It just helps to light the way

See What’s on-line in Alberta - Enjoy your Masonic Year
Masonic Mentor

Grand Lodge of Alberta AF
& AM

www.freemasons.ab.ca

Masonic Higher Education
and Bursary Fund

Grand Lodge of Alberta AF & AM

www.freemasons.ab.ca

www.freemasons.ab.ca
See Masonic Charities menu
on left side of page

www.mhebf.com/

www.freemasons.ab.ca
www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca

See Grand Lodge menu on left side of page - Our
Magazine

Internet Lodge of Research
GRA AF & AM

www.internetlodge.ab.ca

Grand Lodge of Alberta
Masonic Library
opac.libraryworld.com/
opac/home
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Concordant Bodies
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Lodge of Perfection, Central Valley
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday, 8:00 pm
Freemason Hall, 4722 - 49B Ave, Lacombe, AB
Contact Jim Innes, 403-343-3086
Royal Arch, Lebanon #38
Meetings: Third Thursday
Apollo Lodge Hall, 5114-50 Ave Stettler, AB
Contact: Jim Lockhart, jlockhart@xplorenet.com 403-742-5775
Mountain View #1 (Olds) 1st Tuesday - Venus #2 (Red Deer) 2nd Monday
Alexandra #4 (Lacombe) 2nd Tuesday - Victoria #14 (Stettler) 3rd Monday
Innisfail #37 (Innisfail) 1st Thur.
Al Azhar - (Calgary) - Red Deer Unit
Meetings - 3rd Wed. Freemason Hall, 4811-52nd Street, Red Deer, AB, Pres.:
President: Noble Bill Canning 403-346-4414 railandtrail@shaw.ca
Secretary: Noble Jim (JJ) Corbett 403-341-6065 b.canning@telus.net
Al Shamal - (Edmonton) - Regional Club: Battle River
Contacts: Cliff McDermott - Red Deer ccmcde@shaw.ca
Don Anderson - Stettler - darand@telusplanet.net
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