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Do you know this Mason? 
This statue, a memorial to the soldiers of the First 
World War. It is located in a park across the street 

from Grand Lodge Office in Calgary and is modeled 
after a Central Alberta Freemason. 

 
• Born in Ontario in 1880, joining the militia at age 14. 
• Served in South Africa 
• Homesteaded north west of Crossfield in 1902 
• He was the first person to petition Crossfield Lodge #48 

for initiation into Freemasonry. 
• Recruited, organized and was given command of Al-

berta’s own regiment, the 10th Battalion 
• He lead the 1st Canadian Offensive of the Great War - 

the second Battle of Ypres. 
 

Who Was He? - see page 4 
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RW Bro. Randall Robinson 

District Deputy Grand Master 
17 Somerset Close, Red Deer, Alta, T4N0E7 

Home phone:  403 347-1373 
Mobile 1: 403 318 4845 
Mobile 2: 403 340 9168 

E-mail:     

Central District Officers 2008 - 2009 
District Secretary W. Bro. Scott Campbell 403-318-7775 prairesand@shaw.ca 

Masonic Higher Education 
& Bursary 

W. Bro. Mitch Thompson 403-309-2544 waycat@telusplanet.net 

Masonic Foundation W Bro. Bob Cantwell 403-986-4242 rrc1@telus.net  

Research & Education  W Bro. Bob Cantwell 403-986-4242 rrc1@telus.net  

D.D.G.M. - ITINERARY - 2009 

November 10th 
Kitchener #95, Rimbey and Red Deer #12, Red 
Deer - in Rimbey 

Official Visit 

November 12th Lochearn #151, Rocky Mountain House Official Visit 

November 19th Innisfail #8, Innisfail Official Visit 

 

 

District Meeting 

Saturday November 21st 

 
Red Deer Freemason Hall, 4811-52 Street 

Registration 12 noon - Tyle 1:00 pm 
Dinner 5:00 pm (free) 

 

Dinner Speaker Rev Garry Sinclair 
 

RW Bro. Jerry Kopp, Grand Sec. in attendance 

Brethren who cannot attended the afternoon meeting, due to work commit-
ments, are encouraged to join us for the meal and guest speaker. 
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Calling All Speakers!  
 
In support of the Strategic Plan adopted by Grand Lodge, a Speakers Bureau is being formed 
so that Lodges can more readily find speakers for the Masonic Education portions of their pro-
grams.  To start the process, the call is going out to obtain the names of speakers who are will-
ing to visit Lodges and make presentations when invited.  The first step is to identify the 
speakers and the topics they are able to present and get that information on our website. 
 
If you are able and willing to give a talk in Lodge on a Masonic subject, or if you know of 
someone who has given a talk that you think would be a good candidate to put on the list, 
please provide the following information to David Roth, Junior Grand Warden at 
droth@cable-lynx.net  
 

Name of Presenter 
Title of Presentation (if known) 
Topic (general, esoteric, ritual, regalia, symbolism, history, or whatever)  
Brief Description (if possible)  

 
Each of the presenters will be contacted and the information verified before any contacts are 
put on the website.  Hopefully, the list will include whether the presentation is suitable for 
Lodge or Festive Board as well as information on how long the presentation takes, the type of 
presentation (talk, power point, discussion, etc.) 

(Copied from the Grand Lodge of Alberta web page) http://www.freemasons.ab.ca/primary/ 

Central District tried this a few years back and there were 3 or 4 Brethren interested in being speakers, 
however, where we fell short was that no Lodge  wanted to invite them to speak.  I think this is a positive 
move that will only help Freemasonry to inject more meaning and enthusiasm.  Throw your hat in the 
speaker’s pool and fish for a speaker to add a spark to your meetings. 

Speaking of Speakers, in an email from the Past Sovereign Grand Commander 
of the Ancient And Accepted Scottish Rite of Canada, Ill Bro. Orland Weber, 
he volunteers to come to any Masonic Lodge in Central District to speak on 
the Scottish Rite.  Bro. Orland always presents an interesting and informative 
talk and with his vast experience and travels in Freemasonry is a font of infor-
mation and a great story teller.  He can be contacted at: 

oweber@caisnet.com 

For Sale:  The Red Deer Masonic Hall has acquired new chairs for the downstairs. We 
would like to dispose of the old grey vinyl stacking chairs. There are about 75. Offers should 
be submitted to the Temple Board. 
For further information contact Dean Cowan at 403-302-3935. 

RDeanCowan@aol.com 
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Always keep in mind that Masonry struggles with two concepts; 
which are very different  

 
One :: we tell the members what to do 

 
Two :: we teach the members and they choose 

 
I believe the latter is correct and is what keeps Masonry  

functioning thru time but there are always those 
who like to play boss and push the first.. 

 

Via email by Bro. Tom Thorton, NJ 

 

 

Kenilworth #29 - 72nd Annual Moose Supper 

Tuesday December 1st 
Freemason Hall, 4811 - 52 Street, Red Deer 

5:30 Social - cash Bar 
6:30 Supper - tickets $15.00 

7:30 Lodge Tyles  
For information and tickets contact: 
W. Bro. Bill Douglas 403-343-6068 

RW Bro. Ed Whitenet 403-341-5089 
 

W. Bro. Douglas Tubb 403-342-5351 dwtubb@telusplanet.net 
 

MW Bro. Brian Shimmons, Grand Master GLA  will be in attendance  

Beacon #190 - 46th Annual Burns Night Dinner 

Monday January 25th 
Red Deer Freemason Hall, 4811 - 52 Street 

 

Refreshments 5 pm, Dinner 6 pm Lodge 7:30 pm 
Tickets $20.00 - Cash Bar 

 

Immortal Memory: MW Bro. Hugh Young, PGM GLA 
 

MW Bro. Brian Shimmons, Grand Master GLA  will be in attendance  
 

For and tickets contact: Bro. Mark Hornert J.W. 403-896-4465 mhonert@shaw.ca 



                                                                                                                                            The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter         November 2009   page  5 

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter   November 2009   page  5 

Lieutenant-Colonel Russell Lambert Boyle 

October 29th 1880 - April 23rd 1915 
CROSSFIELD, Alberta 

November 10th , 2004 

 
 Several generations of school children who pinned poppies to their labels 

since the Great War have paraded through the grayness of early November to Calgary’s only 
War (Statue) Memorial across the street from the Grand Lodge Office.  

 
 These children offer up prayers to the men and women that answered the call to serve 
our Great Dominion.  The classic Cavalry Horseman rising skyward atop concrete tiers pre-
serves the contribution of Canadian Veterans in the South African War. 
 

 The question people often ask: - “Who is 
the Cavalry Horseman atop the monument?” This 
question, inspired me to seek the answer and his 
legacy.” In 1912, Artist, P. Hebert used an arche-
type to represent the ideal of good men, pioneers 
and distinguished warriors.  It is no surprise that 
the model was a Freemason- Colonel Russell 
Lambert Boyle who gave his life while heroically 
leading the first major Canadian offensive of the 
Great War - the Second Battle of Ypres. 
 
 The experience of visiting the Great War 
Battlefields presented unique glimpses into war 
and  its impact bringing clarity to the legacy of 
stories told of the Great War  with the likes of 
Boyle, men who, in the priest’s words, had given 
their all. Boyle, over six feet tall, the handsome, 
mustachioed Colonel had been born in Port Col-
borne, Ontario, on 29th October 1880 was to begin 
his military career at age of fourteen joining the 
7th Battery, Canadian Field Artillery as a trum-
peter.  
 

 In 1899 he was promoted to the rank of Sergeant and in 1900, sailed with his regiment 
for South Africa. Boyle took part in several actions including the relief of Mafikeng, Rhodesia, 
Transvaal, East and West Pretoria, Operations in Orange River Colony. He had been wounded 
in the summer of 1900 and awarded the Queen’s medal with clasps. 
 
 Moving to Crossfield District with his father and brother [Mahlon] in 1902, Boyle soon 

(Continued on page 6) 
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emerged as “an outstanding figure” in the Community.  He homesteaded one and half miles 
northwest of Crossfield, acquiring his own 960-acre ranch before  Laura Wight, a Crossfield 
girl, won his heart in 1906. They had two children. An active Conservative, Boyle took part in 
local politics and was named commissioner for oaths and justice of peace in 1905. 
 
 Boyle was the first individual to petition the newly formed [instituted] Crossfield Lodge 
No 48 for membership. Boyle was initiated on May 20th 1910 and raised to the degree of Mas-
ter Mason December 2nd 1910. 

 
 On coming to Alberta, Boyle was rising through the ranks of the militia commanding 
and financially supporting the Crossfield-based A Squadron, 15th Light Horse Calvary. He was, 
in short, one of the outstanding militia officers in Canada.  
 
 When the Great War broke out, Boyle volunteered his services by recruiting and orga-
nizing Alberta’s own regiment, the 10th Battalion. At Camp Valcartier, Quebec, General Sam 
Hughes, minister of militia and defence promoted him to command the unit before its depar-
ture for England. Colonel Russell Boyle is generally regarded as the Battalion’s first com-
mander. 
 
 The Tenth’s discipline in England was exemplary, and credit for this must go to the 
newly promoted Boyle, who wasted no time in laying down the law.  At the Battalion’s first 
parade Colonel Boyle took off his coat and threw it on the ground, and then added in character-
istically tough style. “Now, I’m the same as you fellows, he told them “I’m just an ordinary 

private, as far as you’re concerned, as far as I’m concerned.  There were four men on the boat 

who said they’d like to punch the hell out of me.  Now, I invited you four men, if you have the 

guts enough to come up, and we’ll have it out right here.”  No one moved, and Boyle had won 
the men’s hearts. 
 
 February 15th 1915, the Tenth headed for Belgium to the Ypres salient. The flat forlorn 
salient world would be a graveyard for hundreds of thousand of young men from all over the 
British Empire, not to mention France and Germany. Casualties were not long in coming.  By 
the 25th February, a twenty-one year old photographers from Millarville was killed in action.  
He was the first of the more than 4500 casualties suffered by the Tenth during the course of the 
War. 
 
 On April 12th 1915, the Tenth was one of three Allied battalions defending front line 
trenches along Gravenstafel Ridge. Thursday, 22nd April 1915 marked the start of a heroic but 
horrifying experience for the men of the Tenth Battalion. The Germans poured through a gap-
ing hole in the Allied Lines, however the German Commander committed a cardinal sin when 
he underestimated his opponents.  
 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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 Reinforcements rushed to close the gap with a series of counter-attacks staged by Cana-
dian and British Units, beginning with the famed midnight counter-attacks by the Tenth Battal-
ion at Kitchener’s Wood. While the attacks failed to gain much ground, it forced the Germans 
onto the defensive. In order to regain the initiative the German High Command resorted to re-
leasing chlorine gas against the Canadians.  
 
 It was on April22, 1915 the first use of chemicals in war was introduced by the Ger-
mans. The gas was highly effective because gas masks had not been invented. The Canadians 
were told to urinate or pour water on their handkerchiefs and place them over the mouth for 
some protection against the gas. Gasping and vomiting in the greenish-yellow clouds of chlo-
rine, their eyes running, the Canadian troops successfully withstood the German breakthrough 
despite their enormous advantage in manpower, artillery, and position.  
 
 One of the horrors of World War 1 - poison gas - the foul-smelling yellow-green cloud 
drifting in the wind during the Second Battle of Ypres had no nationality.  One of the many 
German victims of British Mustard Gas was a twenty-nine-year-old corporal in the 16th Bavar-
ian Reserve Infantry Regiment. Temporarily blinded, his face swollen and throat raw, he lived 
to fight another day.  His name was Adolf Hitler.   
 
 Boyle’s Tenth Battalion was in great peril with chorine gas drifting towards them, and 
facing the enemy on three sides with their right and left flanks exposed. Bullets coming from 
all directions.   
 
 Time was urgent.  Boyle was ordered to counter-attack, thus being the first major offen-
sive operation by Canadian troops in the Great War. It is written Boyle re-read his order and 
after consultation with his officers they decided that it was not their job to send a party to clear 
a farm house to the left of the woods as it would be attended by someone else. In hind-site if 
the platoon had been dispatched to check out the farm-house to the left they would have dis-
covered the German’s Hedge Row defenses." It was a decision Colonel Boyle would not live to 

regret.”  
 

 There was sufficient light to see what they had to do in the shadow-shrouded wood. At 
11:48 pm, Boyle whispered the order to advance. Canadians, standing shoulder-to-shoulder, 
bayonets fixed started forward on their date with destiny. Not a sound was audible down the 
long wavering lines. Colonel Boyle and two officers followed the last wave. 
 
 Advancing - Four hundred yards - small arms fire - nothing to indicate that the Canadi-
ans were about to be attacked.  Three hundred yards - still nothing!! Two hundred yards - the 
hedge row four to six feet high with a thick strand of barbed wire threaded through it. A serious 
obstacle .  The noise made by the front flank breaking through - alerted the enemy. A flare flut-
tered skyward turning night into day revealing the oncoming Canadians in mass formation.  

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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 Instantly the Canadians were engulfed in a storm of machine-gun fire. Bullets raked the 
leading waves of the Battalion not only from the front but from the left and right. As written 
“Men fell all around.  It was a ghastly sight. Dead and Wounded were lying in heaps.”  The 
losses were staggering but the Tenth pressed forward relentlessly.  Hand-to-hand combat en-
sued among the bullet splintered oak trees.  
 
 It was over just after midnight. The attack was successful, however, Boyle did not live 
long enough to enjoy the accomplishment as during the battle, Boyle and two of his men en-
countered the enemy at the hedge.  It was during this hand-to-hand conflict that Colonel Boyle 
was seriously wounded. He took five bullets from a machine-gun in the groin. The colonel re-
mained consciousness long enough to issues orders: “Now, Martin, almost all officers are 
gone; here is your chance. I want you to get what men you can and charge that wood.”  Boyle’s 
second in command Major MacLearn having been hit was unable to continue command, so he 
assisted Boyle to the rear.  
 As Boyle and MacLearn limped into the night, command of the Tenth devolved on the 
inexperienced adjutant. 
 
 Also, present at the Second Battle of Ypres was a boyish 43-year-old member of the Ca-
nadian Medical Corps was  attending the battlefield casualties at Essex Farms Field Dressing 
Station.. This medical doctor came away from Ypres with 13 lines scrawled on a scrap of pa-

(Continued on page 9) 
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per. The lines were a poem which started: “In Flanders Fields the poppies blow.”  His name 
was Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae.  It is only speculation, but  possible that Boyle was 
treated at Col John McCrae’s Triage station. 
 
 Boyle died in hospital in Boulogne two days later.  His men believed Colonel Boyle 
should have won the Victoria Cross, but received no more than a mention in dispatches and 
posthumously awarded Oak Leaves. However, he is to become one of the most prominent fig-
ures in early Calgary history, a genuine hero, cloaked in a hero’s unavoidable legends. There is 

a tragic footnote, too. The day before he succumbed to his injuries, Boyle’s wife, Laura, and 

their two children, unaware that he was on his death bed in France, traveled into Calgary from 

Crossfield to have their photograph taken, indenting to send it to him as a keepsake.  

 

 Major MacLaren and another injured officer being transported to a dressing station in 

the back seat of a staff car.  A shell presumably passed through the vehicle, silently decapitat-

ing the two men while the driver blissfully continued on, delivering the headless corpses to 

hospital.  Only then did he realize what had happened to his passengers. 
 
 The remaining members of the 10th Battalion emerged on the far side of the woods. They 
had gained about a 1000 yards as they stepped over the bodies of hundreds of dead and 
wounded Germans. And although the first major Canadian battle was a success it was at a great 
cost of men from Western Canada.. At two-thirty in the morning, The Germans were regroup-
ing for the counter-attack. The British command decided it would be impossible to hold all the 
captured ground, so an order was issued to with-draw to the captured German trenches on the 
southern edge of the woods. A roll-call at 6:30 a.m. that morning told the tale in stark terms of 
what remained of The Tenth only 5 officers and 188 other ranks were still standing of the 816 
men who had gone into action 6 hours before. 
 

 
 When I was in southern Belgium this year [2004], I 
stopped at the small Military Cemetery near the French bor-
der.  It was a beautiful little spot, very peaceful, the sun was 
shining and poppies growing in the fields.  It was so beauti-
ful that one could almost forget the Great Obscurity that had 
murdered the 429 soldiers lying in Poperinghe Old Military 
Cemetery.  
 

 I stood silent before a simple military grave marker in Flanders Fields bearing the name 
of the Crossfield man and a Brother - Lieutenant-Colonel Russell Lambert Boyle. April 25 
1915 Age 35. As the memory fades of the Great War - the War to End All Wars. Boyle gave his 
all by carrying out his patriotic duty to defend the British Empire.  
 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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 The April 1915  Calgary Daily Herald eulogizes 
Colonel Boyle as “one of the most dashing and accom-
plished officers that Alberta has ever known."  Today, Colo-
nel Boyle commands a place of honor on his horse in Cen-
tral Park, a fitting tribute at the Museum of the Regiments 
in Calgary, a plaque at Calgary City Hall to the memory of 
Lt.Col.. Boyle and men of the Fighting Tenth, and in the 
books Gallant Canadians, and Battalion of Heros.  
 
 Every year, we reaffirm with pride the service of the 
men who survived the tragedy of that conflict -  the Great 
War. Tonight let us pay special tribute to Lt.Col Boyle and 
the young men from Western Canada who won undying 
fame for their night attack at the wood near Saint-Julien.  
 

 Join with me to pause -reflect-and remember those Freemasons who believed that all 
people had the right to live in peace and freedom. And that these fundamental right were worth 
fighting for - and the gifts they gave to the world, to our nation-our lodge and our community, 
never forgetting how in their own unique way they touched our lives. 
 
  Among the grim statistics of 947,023 British Empire men serving in the Great War, 
were the twelve Crossfield men who’s names  appear on clusters of memorials throughout the 
United Kingdom. A grim reminder of the sacrifice these men made.  
 

    Less We Forget! Less We Forget!  
So Mote It Be 

 
 Written & Researched 2004 by: 
 Gerald T. Webber 
A footnote:  
 Mahlon Boyle,  a veteran of the South African War, when hearing of Russell’s death in 

France, sold his land, and enlisted in the 49th with rank of Major. Mahlon was killed in 1917. 

He was awarded the Military Medal for carrying away the breech of a gun during a retreat.  It 

is written that when the 49th troops advanced again, it took two men to carry the gun breech 

back and place it in position. 

 

Acknowledgments:  

   *Gallant Canadians 

   * Battalion of Heros 

   * Prairie Sod and Goldenrod 

   * Maple Leaf Legacy 
 

(Continued from page 9) 
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Some trivia about mounted military statues portraying and dedicated to an individual: 
• If the horse has two hooves in the air - the individual was killed in battle. 
• If the horse has one hoof in the air - the individual died due to an injury sustained in battle. 
• If the horse has all four hoofs on the ground - individual died a natural death not related to 

war. 
( In the case of our story on Lieutenant-Colonel Russell Lambert Boyle, he is the model for the 
statue which is a monument to all soldiers and not a statue dedicated to him personally—hence 
all four hooves are on the ground) 

District Golf Tournament 
Hosted by Innisfail #16 

Bowden Golf Club 
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Good food, good wine, a trophy, golf and 
fellowship - it doesn’t get better than this 

Winners but not next years hosts??? 

After a hard days work—did I win??? 
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Symbols We Take for Granted 
Author Unknown 

The Lodge 
 
Ages after the world was created a race of men began to walk about on its surface and they be-
gan to ask questions. Man sought in the order of nature and in the depths of his own being for a 
clue to the question which haunted his mind. These questions concerned the world, its very ex-
istence, Man himself and in death the end of all things. 
 
Such faith as man has won from the mystery of life, such truth as he has learned by living, he 
has set forth in a sign and symbol, in sacred right and ceremony, in the Temple and in the 
Lodge.  For next to the home and the house of prayer, the lodge is the oldest shrine of human-
ity. In masonry the lodge is a symbol of the world and the ritual, the drama of the life of man, 
 
The world is a lodge in which man is to learn of Brotherly life. So masonry reads the mystery 
of the world and finds its purposes its design and its prophecy. It is a simple faith, a profound 
philosophy and a practical way of life, 
 
In the days of operative masonry a lodge was a hut or a shed of a temporary kind, near the 
place where the work was carried on, in time the room came to describe the associations and 
meetings of the men using this room, and soon it was called the Lodge. To the mason the lodge 
represents the world. It has lights, jewels and furniture. But hand in hand with the lodge goes 
the idea of Initiation.  All things must be born and so Masonic initiation is a symbol of our 
birth into a life of moral values and spiritual wisdom, 
 
In actual fact the ritual of Initiation is a drama of the eternal life of man, of the awaking of his 
soul and the building of character.  Character is built by thought and the lodge offers the place 
and the method for carrying on the work. Here in the lodge in a world of the ideal, made real 
when we meet upon the level set part upon the square, sons of one father, brothers in one fam-
ily, united by oath and insight and a love which is a pearl of great value, seeking a truth that 
makes us free, and a friendship that makes us fraternal. 
 
The Altar 
 
A Masonic Lodge is a symbol of the world as it was thought to be in olden times.  Our ancient 
brethren had a profound insight when they say that world is a temple overhung by a starry can-
opy by night, lighted by the journeying sun by day, and wherein man seeks to reproduce on 
earth the law and order of heaven.  The visible world was but a picture or refection of the in-
visible and at its center stood the altar of sacrifice, obligation and adoration. 
 
At the center of our lodge stands the altar … a focus of faith and fellowship, at once a symbol 
and a shrine of that unseen element of thought and yearning that all men are aware of and 

(Continued on page 14) 
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which no one can define. 
 
Upon this earth there is nothing more impressive than the silence of a company of human be-
ings bowed together at an altar.  By some deep necessity of his nature he is a seeker after God 
and in moments of sadness or longing, in hours of tragedy or, terror he lays aside his tools and 
looks out over the far horizon. 
 
The earliest altar was a rough unhewn stone set up, like stone which Jacob set up at, Bethael, 
when he dreamed of a ladder ascending to the gates of heaven.  Later on, the altar was built of 
hewn stone, cut, carried and beautifully wrought.  And still later on when man erected a tem-
ple, two altars were erected, one for sacrificing and one for incense.  As far back as we go, the 
altar was the centre of human society and an object of peculiar sanctity by virtue of the law of 
the association by which places and things are consecrated.  At the altar marriage rites were 
solemnized and treaties, made or vows, taken in its presence were more holy and binding than 
if made elsewhere, because man invoked God as a witness. 
 
The position of the altar in the lodge is not accidental but profoundly significant.  For, while 
masonry is not a religion, it is religious in its faith and basic principles.  The position of the al-
tar in the lodge is a symbol of what masonry believes. The altar should be in actual life, the 
centre of union and fellowship. It does not seek uniformity of opinion but it does seek frater-
nity of spirit, leaving each one free to fashion his own philosophy of ultimate truth. 
 
The Masonic altar is an altar of faith.  No one ever goes to a Masonic altar alone, no one bows 
before it at all, accept when the lodge is open and in the presence of his brethren.  It is an altar 
of fellowship as it teaches us that no man can learn the truth for another and no man can learn 
it alone.  Masonry brings men together in mutual respect, sympathy and goodwill that we may 
love, the truth that to hidden by apathy and lost by hate. Remember also my brethren, the most 
sacred altar on earth is the soul of man, your soul and mine, and that the temple and its ritual 
are not ends in themselves but beautiful means to an end that every human heart may be a 
sanctuary of faith, a shrine of love, an altar of purity and unconquerable hope. 
 
 
What is Freemasonry 
 
Masonry uses the illusion of secrecy because it knows that it is the nature of man to seek what 
to hidden and to desire what is forbidden.  Masonry is a perpetual discovery.  There is some-
thing new at every turn, something new in himself, as life deepens with the years.  The man 
who finds its degrees tedious and its ritual rigmarole only betrays the measure, of the capacity 
of his own mind. 
 
If a man knows God and man to the uttermost, even Masonry has nothing to teach him.   As a 
matter of fact the wisest man knows very little.  The way is dim and no man can see very far.  

(Continued from page 13) 
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The Old Masters Wages  
I Met a Dear Old Man Today Who Wore a Masonic Pin  

It Was Old and Faded like the Man It's Edges Were Worn and Thin  
I Approached the Park Bench Where He Sat to Give the Old Brother His Due  

I Said, "I See You've Traveled East He Said, "I Have, Have You"?  
I Said, I Have and in My Day Before the All Seeing Sun  

I Played in the Rubble with Jubala Jubalo and Jubalum.  
He Shouted, Don't Laugh at the Work My Son It's Good and Sweet and True  
And If You've Traveled as You Said You Should Give These Things a Due..  

The Work, the Sign, the Token, the Sweet Masonic Prayer.  
The Vow That You Have Taken You Have Climbed the Inner Stair.  

The Wages of a Mason Are Never Paid in Gold  
But the Gain Comes from Contentment When You're Weak and Growing Old.  

You See I've Carried My Obligations for All of  50 Years  
It Has Helped Me Through the Hardships and the Failures Full of Tears..  

Now I'm Losing My Mind and Body - Death Is near but I Don't Despair  
I've Lived My Life upon the Level and I'm Dying on the Square  

Sometimes the Greatest Lessons Are Those That Are Learned Anew  
And the Old Man in the Park Today Has Changed My Point of View  

To All My Masonic Brothers the Only Secret Is to Care  
May You Live upon the Level and Part upon the Square. 

 
Submitted by Bro. Balgobin—author unknown 

We are essentially seekers after the truth and God has so made us that we cannot find truth 
alone, but only in the love and service of our fellow man.  Here is the real secret and to learn it 
is to have the key to the meaning and joy of life.  As each of us are initiated in the order, with-
out a true and trusted friend in whom we can confide, not one of us would find his way home.  
So masonry teaches us simply and unmistakably, at the first step, as at the last, that we live 
and walk by faith, not by sight, and to know that fact is the beginning of wisdom. Since no 
man can find his way alone, in life as in the lodge, we must in humility trust our guide, learn 
his ways, follow him and fear no danger.  Hence we hear the question; “Whence do you 
come”, “Whither are you directing your course” and “Where do you hope to find it”. 
 
At our initiation we are at once introduced to a system of moral philosophy set forth in sym-
bols and in this light each emblem, each incident should be interpreted. 
 

 
(Presented by D. Bliss, Evergreen #166 to Mystic Tie #188 in Feb. 6, 1973) 
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Editor’s Comments: 

• This newsletter is not an official Masonic publication and does not express the policies or opinions of any spe-

cific Masonic Lodge, District or Grand Lodge. 

 

So go ahead and enjoy it as my gift to you.  If you have any ideas or suggestions to improve it let me know - I will 

always listen, I may not do anything about it, but I will listen.  I would love to publish some of the stories from 

around the District or even Alberta.  Stories about individuals, Lodge happenings or histories of Lodges. 

 

This newsletter will not be published in paper format, but feel free to print it out and pass on to a brother.   

 

The subscription list for this newsletter came from the CDMEL (Central District Masonic Email List).  If 

you would rather not receive this Newsletter, let me know and I will remove your name - Your name will 

not be removed from the CDMEL unless you specifically request it.  If you would like to be added to the 

subscription list send me an email. 

 

W. Bro. Clark Johnston 

Beacon #190 

cjohnst@telusplanet.net 

Are you your brother’s keeper?  Several Masons in the 
District do not have access to computers &/or the Internet.  
If you know of such a Bro. And you think this newsletter is 
worth while, why not print off a copy to pass on.  Another 
idea—if you would like a copy, but do not have a com-
puter, ask your son or grandson to print it for you -he may 
get an idea of what it is you do at that secret Lodge! 

A Beacon never goes anywhere 

It’s just helps points the way 

Al Azhar Shriners - A.A.O.N.M.S. Red Deer Unit  
Meetings - 3rd Wednesday 
Freemason Hall, 4811-52nd Street, Red Deer, AB 
Contact: Box 42, Red deer, AB, T4N 5E7 
Club Pres. Dude Hughs  dmhughes@xplornet.com  403-356-1807 
1st Vice Garry Hodge  ghodge@shaw.ca  403-356-1807 

Royal Arch, Lebanon #38 
Meetings: Third Thursday 
Apollo Lodge Hall, 5114-50 Ave Stettler, AB 
Contact:  Jim Lockhart,  jim.lockhart@ufa.com  403-742-5775 

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Lodge of Perfection, Central Valley 
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday, 8:00 pm 
Freemason Hall, 4722 - 49B Ave, Lacombe, AB 
Contact Vern Otto, 403-782-3988 

Mountain View #1 (Olds) 1st Tuesday 
Venus #2 (Red Deer) 2nd Monday 
Alexandra #4 (Lacombe) 2nd Tuesday 
Victoria #14 (Stettler) 3rd Monday 
Innisfail #37 (Innisfail) 1st Thursday 
Battle River #47(Ponoka) 3rd Thursday 
Lochearn #129 (RMH) 1st Saturday - 2 pm 
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The Beacon - bookstore 
The following books can be purchased on line at  Natures Colours-Masonic Books, by following the link be-
low or from links on the DDGM or Beacon web pages.  Prices are in CAD funds.  Digital versions are also 
available.  Payment can be made with Major Credit Cards through the secure PayPal payment system or con-
tact me via email at cjohnst@telusplanet.net. 

 

Masonic Papers and Addresses, by Bro. James W. Roberts 
 

MW Bro. James W. Roberts is a United Church Minister, a Past Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Alberta, a Mason for over 50 years, a Bro. & a Friend. This book is a collection of the 
papers he has written and presented over 50 years; as Masonic Spring Workshop (Masonry In 
The Mountains) theme speaker (three times), Grand Chaplin of the Grand Lodge Of Alberta (5 
times), His Christmas Message for the Grand Lodge Bulletin (4 times) and his Inaugural & Final 
presentations as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Alberta. As well it includes his presentation 
to the Grand Lodge of Quebec on Freemasonry and Religion - submitted in November 1993 and 
his address as Senior Grand Warden, to the Annual Inter-Provincial Conference of the Officers of 
the Four Western Jurisdictions.  The messages contained herein are as relevant to Masonry and 
society today as they were when they were written and will prove inspirational to any one who 
reads them. 

Originally compiled by the late WBro Harry Noble of Britannia Lodge #18 , G.R.A.  
Updated and re-published by WBro. C Johnston, Beacon #190 G.R.A. 

This book also available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta Bookstore. 

 

http://www.naturescolours.ca/masonic%20books.htm 

 History of the Grand Lodge of Alberta, 1905 - 1980 
Description:  This coil bound book is a reproduction of the hard covered book, by the same title, originally 
published in the 1980s to commemorate the first 75 years of Freemasonry in Alberta, Canada. It is 154 
pages with B&W photos which include pictures of the Grand Masters and Grand Secretaries as well as 
historical photos. Also includes Lodge distribution graphics. This re-publication was done mainly to make 
the manuscript available in a coil bound version and digital format. Coil bound and digital versions avail-
able from “The Beacon Bookstore on lulu.com. 
 

Original manuscript of the late J.W. Collett, P.G.M., G.L.A. 

. Hard cover original version is available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta - Bookstore 

 
Freemasonry – A Way of Life 
A WAY OF LIFE; a brief overview of what Freemasonry is and what it isn't. Of interest to 
someone looking to find out more about the craft - with a view to joining. 
HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED BECOMING A MASON; a series of questions and 
explanations directed at someone considering Masonry and wondering if it is an organiza-
tion suitable to their needs. 

Masonic Etiquettes 
 
 Description:  Etiquette and Protocol as it relates to Craft Lodges in Alberta, Canada. This is a 
re-production of a book originally published in 1994. An excellent guide for Lodge Officers to 
maintain the traditions of conduct within the Lodge and to trace the origins of some traditions. 

(A portion of the proceeds from the sale of this book goes to Masonic Charities.) 
 

 Original manuscript of the late WBro Harry Noble of Britannia Lodge #18 , G.R.A. 
Re-published by WBro. C Johnston, Beacon #190 G.R.A  

This book also available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta Bookstore  

 


