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 March 2013 

Issue #38 

A Beacon is not a destination - It just helps to light the way 

The Old Master's Wages 
  

I met a dear old man today, 

Who wore a Masonic pin, 

It was old and faded like the man, 

... It's edges were worn quite thin. 
  

I approached the park bench where he sat, 

To give the old brother his due, 

I said, "I see you've traveled east," 

He said, "I have, have you?" 
  

I said, "I have, and in my day 

Before the all seeing sun, 

I played in the rubble, with Jubala 

Jubalo and Jubalum." 
  

He shouted, "don't laugh at the work my son, 

It's good and sweet and true, 

And if you've traveled as you said, 

You should give these things their due." 
  

The word, the sign the token, 

The sweet Masonic prayer, 

The vow that all have taken, 

Who've climbed the inner stair. 

  

The wages of a Mason, 

Are never paid in gold, 

But the gain comes from contentment, 

When you're weak and growing old. 
  

You see, I've carried my obligations, 

For all these many years, 

It has helped me through the hardships 

And the failures full of tears.. 
  

Now I'm losing my mind and body, 

Death is near but I don't despair, 

I've lived my life upon the level, 

And I'm dying upon the square. 
  

Sometimes the greatest lessons 

Are those that are learned anew, 

And the old man in the park today 

Has changed my point of view. 
  

To all Masonic brothers, 

The only secret is to care, 

May you live your life upon the level, 

May you part upon the square. 
  

~Author Unknown 

Mountain View # 16, Olds Alberta 

Apollo #27 

Stettler, Alberta 
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Are you your brother’s keeper?  Several Masons in 

the District do not have access to computers &/or 

the Internet.  If you know of such a Bro. And you 

think this newsletter is worth while, why not print 

off a copy to pass on.  Another idea - if you would 

like a copy, but do not have a computer, ask your 

son or grandson to print it for you - he may get an 

idea of what it is you do at that secret Lodge meet-

ing! 

Welcome to The Beacon 
 

This newsletter is not an official Masonic 

publication and does not express the policies 

or opinions of any specific Masonic Lodge, 

District or Grand Lodge. 

 

So go ahead and enjoy it as my gift to you.  

If you have any ideas or suggestions to im-

prove it let me know - I will always listen, I 

may not do anything about it, but I will lis-

ten.  I would love to publish some of the sto-

ries from around the District, Alberta or 

even Canada.  Stories about individuals, 

Lodge happenings, Lodge  histories,  Masonic 

papers or articles of interest to other Ma-

sons.  

 

This newsletter will not be published in paper 

format, but feel free to print it out and pass 

on to a brother.   

 

The subscription list for this news-

letter is based on the CDMEL 

(Central District Masonic Email 

List).  If you or a friend would like 

to be added to the subscription list 

please go to the following link and 

sign up. 
 

www.mastermason.org/Beacon190/newsletter.htm 

 

Instructions to unsubscribe are included 

with each email sent out. 

 

W. Bro. Clark Johnston, 

Beacon #190, 

cjohnst190@gmail.com 
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Central District Web Page 

http://mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm 

Central District Officers 2008 - 2009 
District Secretary W Bro. Ron (Scottie) Vickers 403-845-6422 thistle001@telus.net 

Education & Research W Bro. Allen Tarlington 403-843-4515 artarton@telus.net 

Masonic Higher Education Bursary RW Bro.  Tom Clark 403-729-2340 tdclark@cciwireless.ca 

Masonic Foundation W Bro. John Jardine 403-783-5418 j.jardine@shaw.ca  

Some Lodges have a meal before the Lodge meeting - check for times 

RW Bro. Murdock (Dick) Cameron 
 

District Deputy Grand Master, Central District 

 

Grand Lodge of Alberta, AF&AM 

Mailing address:   

5204 - 56 Ave, Ponoka, AB T4J 1G8 
Phone:  

Home: 403-783-5206 Cell: 403-783-0614 
Email: 

chanter2@shaw.ca 
Web Page: 

www.mastermasom.com/beacon190/ddgm 

Central District Lodges - Meeting Nights  

Innisfail #8 Innisfail 3rd Thursday 7:30 PM 

Eureka #10 Lacombe 4th Tuesday 8:00 PM 

Red Deer #12 Red Deer 2nd Tuesday 7:30 PM 

Mountain View #16 Olds 1st Monday 8:00 PM 

Britannia #18 Ponoka 1st Wednesday 8:00 PM 

Apollo #27 Stettler 3rd Thursday 8:00 PM 

Kenilworth #29 Red Deer 1st Tuesday 7:30 PM 

Kitchener #95 Rimbey 2nd Tuesday 7:30 PM 

Lochearn #151 Rocky Mountain House 2nd Thursday 7:30 PM 

Beacon #190 Red Deer 4th Monday 7:30 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you do your part for 2012??? 

Donate online 

www.freemasons.ab.ca/primary 

http://www.mastermason.com/Innisfail_8/home_page.htm
http://mastermason.com/eureka10/
http://www.reddeerfreemason.com/
http://www.mastermason.com/mountainview16
http://www.mastermason.com/Britannia18_Ponoka/
http://mastermason.com/apollolodge27/
http://mastermason.com/Kenilworth29/
http://www.mastermason.com/Kitchener95/Default.htm
http://www.mastermason.com/Lochearn151/
http://mastermason.com/Beacon190
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Kitchener #95 Annual Ladies Night 

Rimbey Drop-in Centre 

Friday April 26th 2013 

Refreshments  5:30pm 

Dinner 6:30pm 

Entertainment by the Rimbey Trio - 8:00pm 

Tickets $35/person 

Dress; Semi-formal 

 

Contact: 

 Allan Tarleton 

403-843-4515 

or 

Earl Giebelhaus 

403-843-2379  

Proceeds to Rimbey Masonic Centennial Park  

WORKING TOOLS - THE TRAVELING MASON 

   

I now present to you the working tools of a traveling Mason: 

They are the Tire, Jack, A.M.A. Card, and the Cell Phone. 

  The Tire Jack is the first tool placed in the hands of the traveling brother to enable him to 

lift his car and change the tire, while swearing and soiling his clothes. 

 The CAA Card is a small piece of plastic; meaningless by itself, but powerful when the 

first tool proves unsatisfactory. Though recognized by various drivers under the different 

class licenses, is yet admitted by them all that no towing can be done without it. 

 The Cell Phone is an annoying tool, expensive in its use and yet an evil necessity. It is cal-

culated to have its battery die just when it is about to be engaged with the second tool, and 

the mightiest curses have been created by its aid. 

But as we are not all traveling Masons, but more social and local or visiting brethren, we 

apply these tools to our social graces. In that sense; 

  From the jack we learn that it is more important to lift our brethren up than worry about a 

soiled trouser or a bit of inconvenience. 

 From the CAA Card we learn that help, support, and back-up are of vital importance. It is 

more important to help one another than to try to do it alone. That teamwork is the way to 

grow. Although the lodge may be strong and the members may be dedicated, it is all in vain 

if we do not support one another. 

 From the Cell Phone we learn communication is necessary to achieve camaraderie, that de-

votion is achieved through repeated and caring conversations alone, and nothing short of 

familiarity and support is necessary to induce the virtue of Brotherly Lodge, encourage the 

lodge and raise membership from obscurity. 

 

On the whole, we deduce the following moral:- that visiting, meant as support, aided by 

team work and prompted by Brotherly Love will finally overcome all our hurdles, raise at-

tendance through association and promote contentment in the Lodge of Free Masonry. 
 Pasted from <file:///C:\Users\owner\Documents\Lodge\Lodge%202\District%20Education\WORKING%20TOOLS%20Of%20A%20Traveling%

20Mason.doc> 

mailto:allantarleton@hotmail.ca
mailto:canegrdn@telusplanet.net?subject=Kitcherner%20%2395%20-%20Ladies%20Night
file:///C:/Users/owner/Documents/Lodge/Lodge%202/District%20Education/WORKING%20TOOLS%20Of%20A%20Traveling%20Mason.doc
file:///C:/Users/owner/Documents/Lodge/Lodge%202/District%20Education/WORKING%20TOOLS%20Of%20A%20Traveling%20Mason.doc
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2013 VISITATION and INTER LODGE  EDUCATION 

 

One Lodge will HOST 

  One Lodge will make PRESENTATION 

    One or More Lodges will receive the PRESENTATION (Visit) 

 

Round One (1) to be completed in the month of March 2013 

 

Apollo Lodge # 27 will be HOST (Thursday March 21st - Stettler)  

  Kenilworth Lodge #29 will make PRESENTATION 

    Eureka Lodge #10 will be RECEIVER of presentation 

 

Britannia Lodge #18 will be HOST (Wednesday March 6th - Ponoka) 

 Lochearn Lodge #151 will make PRESENTATION 

  Kitchener Lodge #95 will be RECEIVER of presentation 

 

Red Deer Lodge #12 will be HOST (Tuesday March 12th - Red Deer) 

 Mountain View Lodge #16 will make PRESENTATION 

  Beacon #190 and Innisifail #8 will be RECEIVERS of presentation 

 

Round Two (2) to be completed in the month of April 2013 

 

Kenilworth Lodge #27  will HOST (Tuesday April 2nd - Red Deer) 

 Britannia Lodge #18 will be make PRESENTATION 

  Apollo Lodge #27 will be RECEIVER of presentation 

 

Mountain View Lodge #16 will HOST (Monday April 1st - Olds) 

 Beacon Lodge #190 will make PRESENTATION 

  Innisfail Lodge #8 will be RECEIVER of presentation 

 

Lochearn Lodge #151 will HOST  (Thursday April 18th - Rocky Mountain House) 

 Eureka Lodge #10 will make PRESENTATION 

  Kitchener #95 & Red Deer #12 will be RECEIVERS of presentation 

 

Suggested THEMES for presentation are: 

HISTORY    of the Lodge Hosting, Receiving or Presenting and/or Central Alberta 

                        and/or Alberta in General. 

 

MASONIC STORIES  stories while travelling or visitation’s out side of your Lodge area. 

As presented, at the District Meeting, by 

W Bro. All an Tarleton, District Re-

search & Education chairman for Central 

District.  allantarleton@hotmail.ca 

Participate - Participate - Participate 
Visit - Visit - Visit  
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A warm welcome was issued to  Bro. Kent Plosz on his initiation into Beacon #190 at their 

February meeting.  Bro. Plosz  centre, is flanked on his right by RW Bro. Dick Cameron, 

D.D.G.M. of Central District, from Britannia Lodge #16, W Bro. Bill Douglas, WM of Kenil-

worth Lodge #29 in Red Deer and on his left by W  Bro. Mark Honert, WM of Beacon #190 

and W Bro. Scotty Vickers, WM of Lochearn #151 in Rocky Mountain House (also D.D.GM. 

Elect).  The degree was well done and always nice to see distinguished visitors to welcome a 

new Mason to the Brotherhood. 

Apology from Mercedes-Benz 
 
We apologize to anyone offended by the 
use of the ring worn in our commercial, 
'Soul,' that ran during the Super Bowl. 
 
It was not our intention to make any as-
sociation with the Freemasons or any 
organization. In fact, neither we nor our 
advertising agency were aware that the 
ring could be associated with the Free-
masons. To avoid any confusion going 
forward, we will modify the commercial 
prior to any future television airings. 
 
It would seem that tilting at windmills 
does work...  

 

Masonic Trivia in the News: - This is a snap shot from an add that ran during the Super Bowl depicting a car buyer signing a pact 

with the devil - who is wearing a Masonic ring.  Several Masons complained  and it received newspaper coverage in Germany. 
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     Mountain  View #16 held a 3rd Degree at their stated February meeting.  The evening was a 

great success and Mountain View Lodge is fortunate to have two new masons who displayed 

much ability and talent. 

The people in the picture from left to right are:  

                RW Bro "Dick" Cameron, District Deputy Grand Master of Central District,  

                Bro Jerry Jones, newly raised Master Mason,  

                Bro Nicolo DelaCruz Jr, newly raised Master Mason,  

                W Bro "Ted" Herman, Worshipful Master of Mountain View Lodge No 16. 

Masonic Trivia In The News: 

The nurse, accompanying the 

Queen as she left the hospital ear-

lier this month, has an interesting 

belt buckle which raised a few 

conspiracy theories …  No she is 

not a Mason - rather she appar-

ently was trained in a hospital run 

by, or sponsored be, Freemasons. 

. . . . . Or does it have a secret meaning . . . . 
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Bro. Alfred Klaus, Apollo #27, Stettler, Alberta 

Mr. Alfred Klaus of Stettler, Alberta passed away March 5, 2013 in Edmonton, AB. at the 

age of 92 years. Alfred is survived by his wife, Joyce Klaus; son, Ron (Carol) Klaus; 

daughter, Audrey (Dan) Benjamin; grandchildren, Keri, Amri, Shannon and Jason; great 

granddaughter, Tiana; stepchildren, Linda Wilson, Joanne (Joe) St. Amant, Marty (Debbie) 

Wilson, Brenda (Len) Schultz, Martha (Tom) Ghostkeeper, Debbie (Doug) Side, Jamie 

(Neil) Foley, John (Joanne) Wilson and their families; and many nieces, nephews and ex-

tended family. He was preceded in death by his parents, Otto and Olga Klaus; sister, 

Aletha (Ado) Tipman; and wife, Irma Klaus. Alfred was born in Simbirsk, Russia on November 14, 1920, and 

immigrated to the Big Valley area from Estonia with his family at the age of 2. He attended Vimy Hill School 

to Grade 9, and completed his education in Big Valley. Upon completing school, Alfred shared farm duties 

with his father, eventually assuming full responsibility of the farm, with the exception of 1941-1942 when he 

left to search for gold in Yellowknife, NWT. In 1949, Alfred married Irma Nitchske, and they raised their two 

children on the farm until 1969, when they moved to Stettler and he became an Assistant Fieldman for the 

County. Irma passed away in 1980, and he married Joyce Wilson in 1981. Alfred retired from the County of 

Stettler in 1985 at the age of 65. Alfred was an avid reader and storyteller, and most of all enjoyed visiting 

with family and friends. After retirement, he pursued his favourite pastime of woodworking, enjoyed travel-

ling and helping out wherever he was needed. He was a member of the Apollo Masonic Lodge #27, and later 

became a Shriner. Alfred was also a member of the Alberta Estonian Heritage Society, and an active member 

of the Lutheran church. He was a loving father, husband, grandfather and friend to all. Funeral services to 

commemorate Alfred's life were held at the St. Peter Lutheran Church on Saturday, March 9, 2013 at 1:00 

P.M. with Rev. Karl Faltin officiating. As an expression of sympathy and in loving memory of Alfred, memo-

rial contributions may be made to the St. Peter Lutheran Church or to the Alberta Heart & Stroke Foundation 

in care of Brennen Funeral Home and Cremation Services P.O. Box 193 Stettler, AB TOC 2LO who have 

been entrusted with the care and arrangements. 403.742.3315. Condolences can be forwarded to the family by 

visiting our website at www.brennenfuneralhome.com. 

Copied from the stettlerindependent.com 

Cable Tow. Symbol of so many meanings to so many authorities none can attempt logically to distinguish between 
them. Rituaiistically, a symbol of a method of control of an initiate. This somewhat drab and practical idea gives 
way in many minds to the thought that the cable tow is symbolic of the umbilical cord, necessary to begin life, cut 
when love and care replace the need for it as a means of growth and nourishment.  The cable tow is removed 
when love and care replace the need for physical control. 
  
Rope, cable, cord, string, bond, thong, are interwoven with a thousand religions and ceremonies. The use of a tie is 
as ancient as any known art. Authorities have written pages on the suggestive meanings to read into this universal 
symbol. (Freemasonry's own, only in her special application of its use.) 
 
Good English usage places the emphasis on the first syllable of a compound word composed of two nouns: a "dog 
house" is a house for a dog; a "house dog" is a dog for a house. According to good English, then, it is the "cable" 
which is important. Ritualistically, the cable can be used to "tow"—draw, pull, compel —but spiritually it is the 
"cable"—strong tie—which unites. 
 
It is possible that the phrase comes from the German; whatever its origin, its Masonic use seems to have a nautical 
flavor. A cableÃ‚ Â—a very strong rope —and tow, to pull a great weight or mass. The length of a cable tow differs 
for various brethren. 
 
It is almost universally now considered to be the "scope of a brother's ability." 
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Say NO to Nostalgia 
 

April 20th - 22nd 2013 
 

http://www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca/ 

 

Each April for the past forty-eight years, Masons have met in Alberta's Rocky Mountains, 

west of Calgary, for a weekend of fellowship and instruction. The goal of the Masonic 

Spring Workshop Planning Committee is to create a weekend experience in a relaxed atmos-

phere of fellowship offering individual Masons the opportunity: 

 to be challenged, excited, amused, exposed to new ideas, offered options for expres-

sion, and mentored in the ways and ideals of Freemasonry; 

 to renew old acquaintances; and 

The Keynote speaker is Pierre G "Pete" Normand, Masonic researcher, author published 

in Heredom, the Scottish Rite Journal, and speaker. Active in several Masonic bodies and 

founder of the first American Traditional Best Practices Lodge. 

 Register by Dec 31st for a discount 

 Register by March 1st t for the Early-bird draw (weekend for 2 at the Delta  Lodge Kananaskis Inn 

 Great Rate for Eight - register before Dec 31st 

For details on rates and to register on-line go to: 

 http://www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca/2013Workshop/Online-Registration.html 

 
What is the meaning of DEACON? 
  
The ancient Greeks had a term (about which there is some obscurity) which meant to be swift of foot, 
to go speedily, or to run errands, or to be a messenger. 
  
It passed through Latin and came into English as the word deacon. 
  
Very early in history the Christian Church adopted it as the name for a church officer, and its use con-
tinues more frequently in churches than elsewhere. 
  
In the days of Operative Freemasonry, lodges, companies, and guilds frequently used it as the name 
of the principal officers. 
  
In modern Speculative lodges the two deacons are messengers and in a general way give personal 
assistance to the Worshipful Master and the Senior Warden. 
  
The need for such an officer is explained by the fact that the Master and his Wardens occupy stations 
which they are not to leave except when their own duties make it necessary, in which case they re-
turn to their stations immediately after the duty is performed. 

 Thanks to GL of Missouri 
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THE RIFLE & THE APRON 
Presented at The Beaches Lodge No. 473 

January 03, 2013 

By Brother Lieutenant Joseph F. Curry 
 

I would like to explore some of the history of Military Lodges in Canada in what I 

have titled: The Rifle & the Apron 

 

Section 21 of the Lodge Resource Manual, published by our Grand Lodge, states the follow-

ing: 

 

“Military lodges were active in the spread of Freemasonry throughout both the United States 

and Canada. A number of military lodges were warranted by the Grand Lodges of Ireland, 

Scotland and England, the first being warranted by the Grand Lodge of Ireland in 1732. Mili-

tary lodges, however, were strictly cautioned not to interfere with the Masonic jurisdiction of 

any country in which they were stationed. Military lodges contributed to the remarkable exten-

sion of the Order in the overseas possessions to which the soldiers were sent. Without them, 

Freemasonry would probably have developed at a much slower pace or not survived at all. 

"Travelling Warrants" are almost synonymous with the organization of military lodges, and 

were so called  because the lodges which acted under them were permitted to travel from place 

to place with the regiments to which they were issued. Such warranted lodges were primarily 

responsible for spreading Freemasonry in North America.” 1 

 

Given this historical context from Grand Lodge, and my own participation in a modern mili-

tary lodge, I thought the brethren here assembled may benefit from a further explanation of the 

military lodges that have helped shape masonry in Canada. 

 

The United Grand Lodge of England’s Board of General Purposes made this statement when 

the two remaining military lodges of that jurisdiction exchanged their warrants in the 1960s: 

“the spread of the Craft overseas was largely due to the enthusiasm and pertinacity of the 

members of the Military Lodges who carried with them the seeds of Freemasonry to many dis-

tant garrison towns and cantonments, where stationary Lodges were subsequently established 

and still flourish.”2 

 

What fitting words to describe the outstanding the work of these outstanding brothers who 

have blazed a trail for us - with a rifle and an apron. 

 
(Continued on page 11) 
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Masonry was indeed spread across the surface of the earth by military lodges, and a number of 

books and numerous articles have been written documenting this incredibly rich history. In this 

discussion I will restrict the focus to the history that would be of more particular interest to 

Canadian Masons. 

 

The first recorded Warrant for a military lodge was issued to the First British Foot Regiment 

by the Grand Lodge of Ireland in 1732,3 just 15 years after the establishment of the first Grand 

Lodge in England in 1717. This was the first Warrant for a “moveable Lodge”, or one that was 

not restricted to one location. 

 

These early military lodges were formed by issuing a Warrant to the Commanding Officer of a 

Regiment, and membership was initially restricted to officers of the regiment. Jurisdiction was 

a matter of concern, and so a military lodge would only initiate local residents in a town if 

there was not already a regular lodge established.4 

 

The lodge furniture, ornaments, jewels etc. were limited to what could fit into one chest in or-

der to be transportable as the Regiment deployed to various campaigns. 

 

In the United States of America, the first Lodge of this kind of which we have any record was 

one to which the Warrant was granted by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, in 1738, to one 

Abraham Savage, to be used in the “expedition against Canada”.5 

 

A lodge may have met at Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia in the years 1721-23;6 however the 

first record of a lodge being established in what is now Canada was in the year 1738. Major 

Erasmus James Philipps had been initiated in Massachusetts and later established Annopolis 

Royal Lodge, denominated number 5 on the roll of St John’s Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 

When Major Philipps visited the Lodge in Boston in April, 1739, he was referred to as the 

“Grand Master of Nova Scotia”.7 

 

A military lodge was also evidently operating at the Fortress of Louisbourg, perhaps as early 

as 1746. In 1758, a British officer of the 43rd Foot stationed at Louisbourg recorded the fol-

lowing in his diary: "When the calendar does not furnish us with a loyal excuse for assembling 

in the evening, we have recourse to a Freemasons Lodge, where we work so hard that it is in-

conceivable to think what a quantity of business of great importance is transacted in a very 

short time.”8 

 

Masonry spread from these first military lodges in Nova Scotia to Newfoundland, 

New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island. 

 

In 1752, the Grand Lodge of Ireland issued a Warrant for a Lodge to be attached to the 46th 

Regiment. This Lodge was designated the Lodge of the Social and Military Virtues, No. 227. 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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In 1812 or 1813 the Regiment went to Australia and was stationed at the convict settlement of 

Botany Bay, where the city of Sydney now stands. Before they left, having initiated a number 

of local residents, a new lodge was formed which now appears on the roll of the Grand Lodge 

of New South Wales as the Lodge of Antiquity, No. 1, being the oldest lodge on the Australian 

continent.9 

 

The 46th Regiment later served in Canada. When the regiment was ordered home, so many of 

the men took a discharge to stay and settle in Canada, that, they were permitted to retain the 

Warrant and continue the work of the lodge in Canada. The Lodge still works at Montreal, and 

is known today as the Lodge of Antiquity, No. 1, on the Roll of the Grand Lodge of Quebec. 

This old Military Lodge was one of the most famous and probably has a greater record than 

any other of the Military Lodges. Its Masonic Chest was twice captured by the enemy, but, 

upon its contents becoming known, it was on each occasion returned under a flag of truce and 

with all the honors of war.10,11 

 

Major-General James Wolfe, a Freemason,12 led the battle on the Plains of Abraham for the 

City of Quebec in 1759. The first joint meeting of the Lodges in the garrison at Quebec City 

was held later that same year on November 28th,13 which "was as soon as Convenient after the 

Surrender of this place to His Brittanic Majesty's Arms" as recorded by Sergeant James 

Thompson of the 78th Regiment. The several lodges in garrison also celebrated St. John’s Day 

together on December 27th of that year. 
 

It is no small wonder that these brethren were able to meet under such conditions. Over five 

hundred houses had been destroyed during the three months' bombardment leading up to the 

fall of Quebec City. There was little food and no fuel, and scurvy was rampant among the sol-

diers. A muster of the Fraser's Highlanders taken early in 1760 showed that out of a total 

strength of 894, 580 were in Hospital.14 

 

Thomas Dunkerly, a commissioned gunner, had the authority to grant warrants from the Pre-

mier Grand Lodge and was responsible for establishing lodges on board HMS Vanguard in 

1760. In the same year, under this mandate, he installed the first Provincial Grand Master of 

Canada at Quebec.15 

 

I must make an honourable mention here, as Prince Edward, who now has a maritime Province 

as his namesake, was then a Colonel in the Army when he was appointed the Provincial Grand 

Master of Lower Canada in 1792. 

 

The apron followed the rifle further west to Upper Canada and what is now Ontario. 

 

The Kings 8th Regiment was stationed at Fort Niagara from 1773 – 1785, and it was their 

military lodge that was the predecessor of all others in Ontario. In 1782, St. John's Lodge of 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Friendship No. 2, was warranted for civilian masons to correspond with the military lodge. 

This would indicate that the 8th Regiment did not initiate civilians into their lodge. 

 

The first Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada was formed in 1792 with William Jarvis as 

Provincial Grand Master. The original charter of St. John's Lodge of Friendship No. 2 is dis-

played on the walls of the lodge room at Niagara-on-the-Lake on the very spot where the origi-

nal Masonic Hall in Upper Canada was situated.16 
 

Captain John P. Clement served in the 8th Foot during the war of 1812-14. During a battle 

fought on July 5, 1814 Capt. Clement observed an Indian warrior about to kill an American 

prisoner, who gave a Masonic sign. Bro. Clement, observing the sign, rescued his brother Ma-

son, and took him to a farmhouse where the he was cared for until well enough to be sent to 

his home in New York State. Some months later, as fate would have it, Bro. Clement was 

taken prisoner and incarcerated in New York. His jailer proved to be the very man Bro. Clem-

ent had saved. This brother arranged his transfer back to Canada the following day.17 

 

Another incident worthy of note occurred during the burning and looting of Niagara-on-the-

Lake during the war of 1812-14, which demonstrates that Masonic bonds of fraternity were 

recognized even between enemies. The Americans were looting a house when they discovered 

a chest containing regalia and lodge furnishings.  An American officer, recognizing the con-

tents, directed that the house be protected.18 

 

Still in the Niagara region, Brother Thomas Ingersoll was an active Mason who kept a tavern 

at Queenston, where his daughter Laura also worked. Lodge meetings were regularly held in 

one of the tavern’s private rooms. One night, after a Lodge meeting, Laura’s father brought 

home a young, newly made Mason named James Secord, and introduced him to his daughter. 

They were immediately attracted to each other, married, and eventually set up their own home 

in Queenston. James served as a Sergeant in the Lincoln Militia and was wounded in the battle 

at Queenston Heights.  When Laura Secord discovered the American plan to launch a surprise 

attack, she drove her cow to pasture through the American lines to deceive the sentries. She 

then abandoned the cow and started out through the bush towards the Beaver Dams. She trav-

elled 20 miles through the bush and swamp to warn Lieutenant James Fitz Gibbon, who hap-

pened to be a Freemason. Brother Gibbon immediately placed his Green Tigers on alert and 

notified the Iroquois. As a result they were able to mount a coordinated surprise attack and 

force the surrender of Colonel Boerstler and his entire force. 

 

Before completing this tale, let me point out that notable chiefs such as Joseph Brant of the 

Mohawk Nation of the Six Nations Confederacy, along with their principal warriors, were 

Freemasons. When Joseph Brant died in 1807, his son John Brant and his adopted son John 

Norton both became war chiefs of the Mohawks and continued Joseph’s tradition of Freema-

sonry among the Iroquois. 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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While negotiating the surrender of Colonel Boerstler, Lieutenant Gibbon became aware some-

how that the Colonel and his second in command were also Masons, and assured them of his 

Masonic protection as prisoners of war. He would also have been able to inform the Americans 

that the Iroquois warriors present included many Masons, who would respect the concept of 

protecting a Brother in Distress. This promise of Masonic protection helps explain why the 

Americans would eventually surrender their entire force of 700 soldiers to Gibbon and his 40 

men.19 

 

Before I leave the War of 1812, there is another little known tale that must be repeated. 

 

In the summer of 1814, American General Duncan McArthur with an Army of some 750 men 

under his command, conducted a raid into what is now Southern Ontario. 

 

By November, he had advanced as far as Waterford, a prosperous village in Norfolk County on 

the Nanticoke Creek, that based much of its economy on Brother Morris Sovereen’s water 

powered grist mill. When the news reached Waterford that the Americans were close by, 

Brother Sovereen, assisted by Brother William Schuyler and his other men, began to hide bags 

of flour, to keep them out of the hands of the enemy.  General McArthur’s forces entered the 

village, quickly set fire to Sovereen’s mill and then moved on. They paused for a rest break 

just outside of the village, but were puzzled to see that there was no smoke coming from the 

mill. An American officer with six soldiers went back into Waterford to see why the mill was 

not burning. They caught Brothers Sovereen and Schuyler with buckets in hand, extinguishing 

the fire with water from the mill pond. The American officer was so outraged that he ordered 

his men to hang Brothers Sovereen and Schuyler, from a huge oak tree near the mill. Ropes 

were quickly produced, and a noose was placed around the neck of each man. When General 

McArthur rode in to see for himself what was happening, Brother Sovereen, in desperation, 

made a Masonic sign of distress. Brother General McArthur recognized the sign. The General 

called out to his very surprised officer, “let them boys down, I’ll spare their lives.” The men 

were released, but their mill was destroyed.20 
 

 

Inside the Waterford Masonic Temple there are two pillars, each with a strong rope wound 

around it. Legend has it these are the very ropes from which Brothers Sovereen and Schuyler 

were nearly hanged. 

 

The first Military Lodge from our Grand Jurisdiction was organized during the Louis Riel re-

bellion. Brother Lieutenant Alexander W. Kippen of the Canadian Intelligence Corps (a pre-

cursor to the Intelligence Branch that I currently serve in) was killed in action on May 12, 

1885 at the Battle of Batoche, Saskatchewan (then part of the Northwest Territories), which 

put an end to the Louis Riel-led North-West Rebellion.  Historical accounts indicate that he 

was on the front line of a charge by the Royal Grenadiers, 100 yards from the Métis rifle pits, 

(Continued from page 13) 
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when a bullet struck him in the head. A beautiful monument in his honour at Elmwood bears 

the inscription: "Erected to his memory by his fellow citizens, Masonic brethren, and com-

rades in arms." 

 

The military lodge was denominated 'Winnipeg Lodge' under dispensation, first meeting on 10 

December, 1870, and later changed the name to "Prince Rupert's Lodge," receiving their char-

ter under that name from the Grand Lodge of Canada numbered 240 on the Grand Register. 

The Worshipful Master was R. Stewart Patterson, Chaplain to the forces, the Senior Warden 

was Lieutenant William N. Kennedy, and the Junior Warden was Sergeant Major Mathew 

Coyne.21 Following the end of the conflict several brethren decided to stay and settle and they 

continued the work of the lodge. 

 

Our jurisdiction would not deploy another military lodge until Canada Lodge, Under DIspen-

sation went to Kandahar, Afghanistan in 2010. 

 

Masonry spread from Ontario to Manitoba with this military lodge, and from there on to Sas-

katchewan and Alberta.22 

 

The rifle would finally take the apron full circle – back to Europe from whence it came. I 

speak of that dark period of human history: World Wars I and II, 
 

In World War I a Masonic lodge was established at Le Havre, France. Le Havre de Grâce No. 

4 was warranted under the “Grande Loge Nationale Indépendante et Régulier pour la France et 

les Colonies Françaises.” Seventy Masons were listed as founding members, representing 

Mother Lodges in England, Scotland, Ireland, Canada, Australia, India, Malta, Gibraltar, South 

Africa, and the United States. 

 

At the ceremony of consecration, on October 31, 1916, the following words were spoken by 

the Chaplain: “Surrounded as we are with an atmosphere charged with so much disruption, 

disunion, and discord, with lowering clouds of hate and strife, through which at present there 

appears to be but a faint light penetrating – a light which we hope is indicative of the future 

blaze of joy and happiness – we launch this ship of Peace and Harmony.” 

 

Carleton Lodge No. 465 in Carp, Ontario eventually acquired the furnishings from Loge le 

Havre, where they are still in use today.23 

 

At one point during World War I, four of the top Generals of the Canadian Army, the Minister 

of Militia and Defense, and the Prime Minister were all Masons. Several Canadians gained 

prominence during the War. This included Brother and Captain Roy Brown from St. John’s 

Lodge in Carleton Place, the Canadian pilot in the Royal Flying Corp that shot down the Red 

Baron. At least 6 Canadians who were Masons, or who became Masons on their return home, 

(Continued from page 14) 
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were awarded the Victoria Cross.24 

 

During World War II the Nazis actively persecuted Masons in Germany and in the occupied 

countries of Europe. Masonic Lodges and Temples were destroyed, their senior officers were 

sent to concentration camps, and the Order was driven underground to survive. Nazi officers 

plundered Masonic Lodges to collect Masonic regalia and jewels as war trophies. Along with 

many of his Masonic Brethren, the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the Netherlands per-

ished in a concentration camp.  Masons in fascist Spain and Italy suffered a similar persecu-

tion. Spanish Freemasons were imprisoned for the perceived crime of being a Mason, espe-

cially if one had been the Master of a Lodge. 

. 

In spite of the fierce anti - Masonic sentiment of the Nazis, there were still some individual 

German soldiers for whom Masonic beliefs were important. There is a legend from the War 

that may well be true. A Canadian pilot had been shot down and became a prisoner of War of 

the enemy. Along with the rest of his crew, he was boarding a bus to be taken to a prisoner of 

war camp. The German military driver saw the Canadian pilot’s Masonic ring, and whispered, 

“quick, give me your ring.” The Canadian, as one would expect, bluntly refused, whereupon 

the German said, “you don’t understand, the SS are here, and if they see your Masonic ring, 

they will shoot you.” The guard then instructed the pilot to look for men wearing a tiny flower, 

the blue “forget me not.” This was the symbol being used by underground Masonic Lodges in 

Germany and in the occupied countries. 

 

I was presented with a little blue “forget me not pin” by Brother Christian Giles, now our WM, 

before I deployed to Afghanistan. I wore it on my combat uniform when I went out on patrols 

in remembrance of those brothers before me who carried this symbol of masonry with their ri-

fle. 

 

I took my rifle to Afghanistan – and I also took my apron. 

 

Since the Canadian Forces deployed to Afghanistan in 2001, several of our successive Grand 

Masters wanted to send a military lodge to serve our troops, but it wasn’t until 9 years into the 

war that Most Worshipful Brother Raymond S. J. Daniels was able to grant Dispensation for a 

moveable lodge to meet under the Charter of Trent Lodge No. 38, and designated Canada 

Lodge. 

 

You will recall that the warrants or charters for the very first moveable lodge were granted to 

the Colonel of the Regiment rather than to the brothers of a specific geographic area (such as a 

town). The nature of deployments are different now than they were in 1732. Regiments don’t 

deploy for the duration of the war now, we are rotated through on 6 – 8 month deployments. 

 

VW Brother Rick Fulford was recruited to run the military lodge and the Dispensation for 

(Continued from page 15) 
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Canada Lodge is in his name. He is a civilian NATO contractor and has been working in Kan-

dahar for a number of years now. The Dispensation will expire when the Canadian Forces 

leave Afghanistan in 2014. 

 

Canada Lodge is the only AF&AM moveable military lodge anywhere in the world today. So 

it is that a lodge from our jurisdiction has become known around the world as masons from 

over 30 Grand Jurisdiction have been members, served as officers, been initiated – passed – 

and raised, even sat in the East in Canada Lodge. 

 

I’ve related a number of anecdotes from historical military lodges tonight, and so I think it best 

to finish with one from Canada Lodge in Kandahar. 

 

Some of the brothers who attended the lodge went through great lengths to attend. There were 

Filipino brethren who worked as electrical engineers on Camp Hero (an Afgnan National 

Army base next to KAF). At first they had passes to get on base and they travelled in a pick-up 

truck (with no armour), risking attack by the Taliban as they travelled unprotected to attend 

lodge on the base. At one point their passes expired and while they were waiting for them to be 

renewed, an Australian brother, the always affable Brother Sergeant Major Alex Mearns, 

smuggled them on and off base to 

attend lodge. He recounted to me – with some humour – how they came close to being discov-

ered one time. Before completing this story I must impress upon you how much the Aghan 

people appreciate water. Being a very arid country, bottled drinking water which NATO sol-

diers consume daily is rather valued by the locals. It was late one night after lodge and they 

were returning to Camp Hero. Brother Mearns covered our Pilipino brothers in the back of his 

SUV. As they approached the gate the Afghan guard (who normally waved him through be-

cause he knew him) indicated he would like to search the back of the vehicle. Being quick on 

his feet (as he is), our brother dismounted. He opened the rear hatch and took out a case of bot-

tled water which he tossed at the guard (knowing he would catch it and not let it go). The 

guard stood calling to him to stop – clutching the case of water. “You’re welcome mate! Any 

time.” he called back as he sped through the gate. These were the brethren I had the privilege 

of knowing and sitting in lodge with. 

 

Based on my experiences in Afghanistan, I am convinced that whenever and wherever the Ca-

nadian Forces are deployed, Canada Lodge must be deployed with them. The business of war 

does not provide for reprieves. We work long hours 7 days a week. On our minds from the 

time we awake until the time we lay our heads (and many times it does not leave us then), is 

the real and present danger of death and dying, of killing or being killed, of carrying our fallen 

on their last journey home and working harder the next day to ensure he was the last to fall. 

The lodge provided a healthy 

reprieve from this. Whether it was attending lodge and sitting in peace and harmony with the 

brethren, or stealing 5 minutes over lunch to commit some ritual work to memory. It was 

(Continued from page 16) 
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meditative, it was therapeutic, and it was exactly what this soldier needed. 

 

I am certain that this is an experience I have in common with my brothers in arms and in the 

Craft from ancient times. It is undoubtedly this “healthy reprieve” that fortified and sustained 

them through the valley of the shadow of death. 

 

In an early email home I wrote of Canada Lodge that we hoped “to create a place of civility in 

an otherwise very uncivil place.” This is exactly what it became for me. Away from the insan-

ity of war we sat behind tyled door, men of mixed creed and religion in peace and harmony. 

Outside the door of the lodge was the dark chaos of war; inside the door of the lodge was or-

der, civility, and light. 

 

That, my brothers, is what happens when the apron goes with the rifle. 
~ THE END ~ 

(Continued from page 17) 
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 Alzheimer's test: Count the "F's" in the following text: 
  

FINISHED FILES ARE THE RE- 

SULT OF YEARS OF SCIENTIF- 

IC STUDY COMBINED WITH THE 

EXPERIENCE OF YEARS... 
How many ???????????????????? 

****************************** 

 Wrong, there are 6 !!--no joke. 

Read it again. 

****************************** 

 The brain cannot process "OF". 

Incredible or what? Go back and look again!!  

Anyone who counts all 6 "F's" on the first go 

is a genius.  Three is normal, four is quite rare. 



                                                                                                                                            The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter         March 2013   page  20 

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter   March 2013   page  20 

Nothing to do with Masonry - however - do you remember Red Deer before Taylor Drive and before Super Store??? 

The Sign of a Freemason 
Posted May, 1997 

from the Iowa Grand Lodge Bulletin 

 A Quaker Mason formed one of an indiscriminate company of cowans at an inn, where the landlord 

was also a Brother. Numerous jokes were cracked at the expense of the Fraternity, and the Quaker was called 

upon to show them a Mason's sign. 

 One of the company offered to give him a bottle of wine if he would comply with their wishes; and, at 

length, though with much apparant reluctance, he agreed, on the condition that the wine should be immedi-

ately produced, and that the individual consented to receive the communication privately; the Quaker adding: 

"Friend, if thou does not confess to the company that I have shown thee a Freemason's sign, I will pay for the 

wine myself." 

 The proposition was too reasonable to be refused, and the curious candidate for Masonic knowledge 

retired into another room with his formal friend. When there, the following dialogue took place: 

 

Quaker: "So friend, thou are desirous of seeing a Freemason's sign?" 

Cowan: "I am." 

Quaker: "Canst thou keep a secret?" 

Cowan: "Try me." 

Quaker: "Good! Thou knowest that our friend Johnson (the innkeeper) is a Mason?" 

Cowan: "I do." 

Quaker: "Very well." Then taking him by the arm, he led him to the window. "Dost thou see that ramping lion 

which swings from yonder upright post?" 

Cowan: "To be sure I do - it is our landlord's sign." 

Quaker: "Good! Then friend, our landlord being a Freemason thou art satisfied that I have shown thee a Free-

mason's sign, and thy bottle of wine is forfeited. For thy own sake, thou wilt keep the secret." 

 

The cowan returned to the room with a look of astonishment, confessed that he had received the desired infor-

mation; and the mystery, which he had purposely observed, tempted others to purchase the secret at the same 

price. 
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In the Myrtle Beach episode of the PBS TV 

show Antique Roadshow they appraised a Masonic 

Quilt from after the Civil War with a great story. 

The maker was in the path of Sherman's March 

and saved her house and belongings from the Un-

ion soldiers by using secret information her Ma-

sonic husband had told her to use if she was 

threatened. Masons in Sherman's army gave her 

special treatment. In gratitude she made this Ma-

sonic quilt after the war. 

Ohio (Probably) 1880-1920 

Collection: National Heritage Museum 

Civil War Quilts: As some of you may know, my wife, Annette, is very involved in Quilting.  She ran across these  Masonic 

themed quilts while studying quilts made during the American Civil War period.  How many symbols can your identify - or better 

yet how many do you not recognize? 

Jane D. Haight Webster (1808-1877) 

Full view of quilt on the left 
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The Order of the Golden Fleece, 

By WB R Boettner  Madison Lodge, 1/15/2004 

 

"My brother, I have now the pleasure of presenting you with a lambskin or white leathern 

apron. It is an emblem of innocence and the badge of a Mason, more ancient than the Golden 

Fleece or Roman Eagle; more honorable than the Star & Garter, or any other order that can be 

conferred upon you at this or any future period by king, prince, potentate, or any other person 

except he be a Mason." – 

 Upon hearing these words do we ever wonder just what all these named honors beto-

ken? The Star & Garter is an honor bestowed by the English Crown. The Roman Eagle re-

mains a mystery to this writer. The Golden Fleece reference brings to mind three different ex-

periences. 

 The first is Biblical. In the Book of Judges (6:28-40) it is recorded that Gideon has been 

directed to enter into battle with the Midianites, Amalekites, and the people of the East. While 

Gideon is faithful to sound the trumpet and call together various tribes of Israel to engage the 

enemy, he has some reservations about the forthcoming battle. So, in effect, he puts God to the 

test about God's promise that Gideon will prevail. And the scripture text is an account of a 

miracle of sheep's fleece, consisting in the dew having fallen at one time on the fleece laid out 

by Gideon without any dew on the ground about, and at another time with the fleece remaining 

dry while the ground was wet with the morning dew. Since this is an account of doubt and fail-

ure to trust in God's word, it is doubtful that the writers of our Masonic ritual were thinking of 

Gideon's fleece as they composed this particular piece of ritual related to our pristine aprons, 

emblems of innocence and badges of great honor. 

 The second is mythological. Surely, many of us have heard and/or read of the valiant 

efforts of Jason and the Argonauts to reclaim Jason's throne stolen from him by a wicked 

cousin. The entire epic poem tells of the many dangers and trials encountered by these brave 

men pledged one to the other. In reading this great poem, the treacherous intrigues entered into 

by the pagan gods, the deceit of humans, the lying of one to another, the dishonor brought 

upon families because of lust, murder and mayhem, it is hard to conceive that the great ritual 

writers had this ancient account of Golden Fleece as the basis for the bestowal of aprons upon 

newly initiated brothers.  

 Therefore, our inquiry leads us further to investigate an imperial Order of the Golden 

Fleece of the Holy Roman Emperor. Interestingly, the founder of this Order looked to both of 

the previously discussed references, however, lifting them both to a higher spiritual plane 

through contemporaneous interpretation to achieve acceptance by the Sovereign. It was during 

the marriage celebration for Duke Philip the Good and his third wife, Princess Isabella of Por-

tugal on January 1, 1430, that the Herald of Flanders announced to the assembled guests that 

his master, His Most Serene and Powerful Prince and Lord, the Duke of Burgundy, Count of 

Flanders and Artois, and Palgrave of Namur, had founded a new order, The Order of the 

Golden Fleece. 

 The first ceremonial meeting of the new Order occurred on November 30, 1431, on the 

feast day of the Apostle Andrew, patron saint of the House of Burgundy and now of the new 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Order. At that time, the regulations of the new Order were acknowledged in the presence of the 

Duke and the first 24 knights nominated by him. The Order of the Golden Fleece was intended 

as a knightly brotherhood and a friendly alliance of noblemen. Membership was originally in-

tended to be limited to 31; although various subsequent emperors increased that number to 51 

and eventually to 70. Requirements included that the nominees be noblemen "in name and 

arms" and 'truly devoted' to the sovereign of the Order, the respective bearer of the title Duke 

of Burgundy. The principal aims of the Order were to promote the glory of God and to defend 

the Christian faith.  

 At its inception, the use of the word "order" was carefully chosen to instill the deeply 

held respect for religious orders as was contemporaneously held by other knightly orders. 

Membership was thus experienced as a strong, holy bond by which one pledged loyalty to the 

sovereign of the Order. Probably one of the reasons that Duke Philip conceived the Order was 

political, creating a band of extremely faithful nobleman loyal to himself and his dynasty. In 

the beginning, those who received the honor of membership were the highest- ranking nobles 

of the realm. Thus the Order of the Golden Fleece outshone all other orders with its wealth, 

standing, and splendor of the Burgundian dukes. The Order of the Golden Fleece claimed 

pride of place among all the Christian orders, and later when the Hapsburghs of Austria ac-

quired all the Spanish property and titles they consolidated this position with even grander ac-

couterments to accompany the bestowal of membership in this extremely selective Order. 

 -Philip the Good used the positive aspects of the Greek myth of Jason and the Golden Fleece 

as the springboard for the Order. And upon the Order's first meeting, the chancellor interpreted 

the Miracle of the Fleece demanded by Gideon in a "politically correct" manner so as to re-

ceive the Emperor's approval. Being extremely devout Christians, the Emperor laid a solid 

spiritual foundation for the Order and had the outstanding artisans of the day create elaborate 

and exquisite liturgical vestments for the celebrants to wear upon the occasion of chapter 

meetings. Additionally, these artists created outstanding robes and collars for the recipients to 

wear at all festive occasions.  

 Upon initiation into the Order, the newly elected knight laid one hand on the Gospel, the 

other on the Cross of Allegiance, which contained a particle of the True Cross, and swore to 

abide by the statues of the Order. He then received the neck chain of the Order around his 

neck. On festive occasion members of the Order were permitted to wear the magnificent robes 

of the Order which had been crafted in bright red, white or black, according to the event.  

 For a chapter to meet and conduct business, in addition to the Sovereign, four officers 

were appointed: a chancellor, a treasurer, a secretary and historian, and a king-at-arms. With 

the passage of time and the transfer of realms from house to house for variety of reasons, the 

Treasury of the Order was eventually evacuated from Brussels under pressure from the French 

Revolutionary army in 1797 along with the liturgical vestments.  

 Some of these treasures are in the Imperial Art treasure museum in Vienna, Austria. In 

viewing these beautifully crafted treasures today and having the eye of history, one can under-

stand the pride and honor a recipient would have. And knowing the intrigue and political 

machinations of that day, one can envision how a recipient would take great care to make his 

(Continued from page 22) 

(Continued on page 24) 
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opponents aware of his stature with the Emperor. 

 Thus, speculative Masons should be all the more honored and humbled to have be-

stowed upon them by their peers the distinctive white lambskin apron denoting their member-

ship in our humble craft.   

(Continued from page 23) 

From the Internet - posted by Tom Thornton, Cincinnati #3, Madison #93, New Jersey,USA 

Jake, the rancher, went one day 
to fix a distant fence. 

The wind was cold and gusty 

and the clouds rolled gray and dense. 

 
As he pounded the last staples in 

and gathered tools to go, 

The temperature had fallen, 
the wind and snow began to blow. 

 

When he finally reached his pickup, 
he felt a heavy heart. 

From the sound of that ignition, 

he knew it wouldn't start. 

 
So Jake did what most of us 

would do if we had been there. 

He humbly bowed his balding head 
and sent aloft a prayer. 

 

As he turned the key for the last time, 
he softly cursed his luck. 

They found him three days later, 

frozen stiff in that old truck. 

 
Now Jake had been around in life 

and done his share of roaming. 

But when he saw Heaven, he was shocked -- 
it looked just like Wyoming! 

 

Of all the saints in Heaven, 

his favorite was St. Peter. 
(Now, this line ain't needed 

but it helps with rhyme and meter) 

 
So they set and talked a minute or two, 

or maybe it was three. 

Nobody was keeping' score -- 
in Heaven time is free. 

 

"I've always heard," Jake said to Pete, 

Cowboy Poetry...Sometimes It Just Makes Sense!!! 

"that God will answer prayer, 
But one time I asked for help, 

well, he just plain wasn't there." 

 

"Does God answer prayers of some, 
and ignore the prayers of others? 

That don't seem exactly square -- 

I know all men are brothers." 
 

"Or does he randomly reply, 

without good rhyme or reason? 
Maybe, it's the time of day, 

the weather or the season." 

 

"Now I ain't trying to act smart, 
it's just the way I feel. 

And I was wondering', could you tell me -- 

what the heck's the deal?!" 
 

Peter listened very patiently 

and when Jake was done, 
There were smiles of recognition, 

and he said, "So, you're the one!!" 

 

"That day your truck, it wouldn't start, 
and you sent your prayer a flying, 

You gave us all a real bad time, 

with hundreds of us trying." 
 

"A thousand angels rushed, 

to check the status of your file, 

But you know, Jake, we hadn't heard 
from you in quite a long while." 

 

"And though all prayers are answered, 
and God ain't got no quota, 

He didn't recognize your voice, 

and started a truck in Minnesota." 

Copied from; The Small Town Texas E-Mail Magazine 
September 2012 
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PMS - Past Master's Syndrome; I went out to breakfast this morning with a number of Masons and 

again the topic of the bleak future of Masonry came to the fore front. I heard a catalog of all of the failings 
we have as Masons and how we are slowly dwindling to naught. How we don't use microphones so our elder 
statesmen can hear the business of the Lodge. How we don't train our Officers in the running of the Lodge. 
How we don't service our membership. How we don't....... 
  
I am sure that there are those who will agree with the statements. And to some extent I have to agree with 
them. But the failings are our own and we should take ownership of them. These are not the failings of 
Grand Lodge or even the individual Lodges, they are failings of each and every Mason in that we have not 
stepped forward and tried to correct those failings. 
  
With dwindling numbers in some Lodges we suffer from PMS in revolving door syndrome. That is where a 
Past Master gets endlessly recycled through the East. This is the result of not bringing in new membership 
and training them through the line. This occasionally happens when there is, as is the case of my Lodge, a 
hole that is created by an officer having to move out of the area due to work or family. That is understand-
able, but when a Master brags about how many times he has been in the East in an individual Lodge, then 
there is problems a brewing.  Instead of taking a seat that we should be reserving for those new men who 
could benefit from a journey we already have taken, maybe we should "adopt" a new line officer and mentor 
them to the East. Be their prompter, sounding board for decisions, floor work director, and source of Ma-
sonic research. Be the person to take the criticism that some feel they must level at an officer of the Lodge 
and use it to teach them to improve or derail the rants by gently instructing the complaining Brother in error 
of his ways. This would give a PM a valuable duty and the Lodge a needed resource. 
  
We also suffer from the chronic complainers, who find fault in the way things are being done now. To those 
Past Masters, or just plain members, I say, "Thank you for your service in the past, it has brought us to where 
we are today, but what have you done for me today?" They have seen the problem, what solution do they 
propose and how hard are they willing to work to make it happen? Anything else is just complaining and 
there is no place for that in an active Lodge. If you feel there are not enough programs in your Lodge, put 
one together and present it to the Lodge after you give it to the Master to review. A good Master will always 
make time for a topic of interest. If there are Brothers that complain that the officers don't use the micro-
phones, have them take on the responsibility of checking that the microphones are on and working before 
Lodge starts. In the case where the microphones were locked up, I personally suggested that the Brother and 
a couple of other Brothers who had the same complaint that the officers of the Lodge never had the key to 
the microphone drawer contact the building trustees and apply to get a key to that drawer so that they 
could personally take responsibility to have access to the microphones. That way they took responsibility for 
their complaint and eliminated any excuses. 
  
As Masons we need to take responsibility for our own Masonic path. We cannot relegate it to anyone else. If 
we need training, there are those in the Craft that will have what we need if we ask them to step forward 
and provide it. But we must ask. Too often we regulate it to someone else to provide us what we need. It 
may be Grand Lodge, or it may be the trustees of the Lodge, or it may be the officers ahead of you in line. 
They may or may not know what we need. They may or may not want to share the information. But unless 
we ask for help no one knows we need it. 
  
So what have you done for Masonry today? 
  
Dale Imbleau, PM, Oregon 
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Are you smarter than a 60 year old? 

 

1. After the Lone Ranger saved the day and rode off into the sunset, the grateful 

citizens would ask, who was that masked man? Invariably, someone would an-
swer, I don't know, but he left this behind. What did he leave be-

hind_______________. 
2. When the Beatles first came to the U.S. In early 1964, we all watched them on 

The _______________ Show. 

3. 'Get your kicks, __________________.' 
4.  'The story you are about to see is true. The names have been changed to 

___________________.' 

5. 'In the jungle, the mighty jungle, ________________.' 
6. After the Twist, The Mashed Potato, and the Watusi, we 'danced' under a stick 

that was lowered as low as we could go in a dance called the '____________.' 

7. Nestle's makes the very best . . .________. 
8. Satchmo was America 's 'Ambassador of Goodwill.' Our parents shared this 

great jazz trumpet player with us. His name was  _________________. 

9. What takes a licking and keeps on ticking? _______________. 
10. Red Skeleton's hobo character was named __________________ and Red al-

ways ended his television show by saying, 'Good Night, and '________  

________. ' 
11. Some Americans who protested the Vietnam War did so by burning 

their______________. 

12. The cute little car with the engine in the back and the trunk in the front was 
called the VW. What other names did it go by? ____________ 

&_______________. 

13. In 1971, singer Don MacLean sang a song about, 'the day the music died.' This 
was a tribute to ___________________. 

14. We can remember the first satellite placed into orbit. The Russians did it. It 

was called ___________________. 
15. One of the big fads of the late 50's and 60's was a large plastic ring that we 

twirled around our waist. It was called the ________________. 

16. Remember LS/MFT _____ _____/_____ _____ _____ 
17. Hey Kids! What time is it? It's  _____ ______ _____! 

18. Who knows what secrets lie in the hearts of men? The _____ Knows! 

See page 27 for answers 
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Royal Arch, Lebanon #38 

Meetings: Third Thursday 

Apollo Lodge Hall, 5114-50 Ave Stettler, AB 

Contact:  Jim Lockhart,  jlockhart@xplorenet.com 403-742-5775 

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Lodge of Perfection, Central Valley 

Meetings: 3rd Tuesday, 8:00 pm 

Freemason Hall, 4722 - 49B Ave, Lacombe, AB 

Contact Jim Innes, 403-343-3086 

Mountain View #1 (Olds) 1st Tuesday - Venus #2 (Red Deer) 2nd Monday 

Alexandra #4 (Lacombe) 2nd Tuesday - Victoria #14 (Stettler) 3rd Monday 

Innisfail #37 (Innisfail) 1st Thur. 

 

Concordant Bodies 

Al Shamal - (Edmonton) - Regional Club: Battle River 

Contacts: Cliff McDermott - Red Deer  ccmcde@shaw.ca 

Don Anderson - Stettler - darand@telusplanet.net 

 

Al Azhar - (Calgary) - Red Deer Unit 

Meetings - 3rd Wed. Freemason Hall, 4811-52nd Street, Red Deer, AB, Pres.: 

President: Noble Bill Canning 403-346-4414  railandtrail@shaw.ca 

Secretary: Noble Jim (JJ) Corbett  403-341-6065  b.canning@telus.net 

 

1. The Lone Ranger left behind a sil-
ver bullet. 

2. The Ed Sullivan Show 

3. On Route 66 
4. To protect the innocent. 

5. The Lion Sleeps Tonight 

6. The limbo 
7. Chocolate 

8. Louis Armstrong 

9. The Timex watch 
10.Freddy, The Freeloader and 'Good 

Night and God Bless.' (Red Skelton 

Are you smarter than a 60 year old? ( answers for page 26) 

was a Mason) 
11.Draft cards (Bras were also burned. 

Not flags, as some have guessed) 

12.Beetle or Bug 
13.Buddy Holly 

14.Sputnik 

15.Hoola-hoop 
16.Lucky Strike/Means Fine Tobacco 

17.Howdy Doody Time             

 


