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April 15th 16th & 17th 

Check out the new web site at: 

http://www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca/ 

Each April for the past forty years, Masons have met in Alberta's Rocky Mountains, 
west of Calgary, for a weekend of fellowship and instruction. The goal of the Ma-
sonic Spring Workshop Planning Committee is to create a weekend experience in a 
relaxed atmosphere of fellowship offering individual Masons the opportunity: 

 to be challenged, excited, amused, exposed to new ideas, offered options for 
expression, and mentored in the ways and ideals of Freemasonry; 

 to renew old acquaintances; and  
 to make new friends. 
 Keynote Speaker - S Brent Morris, Author & Editor of Scottish Rite Journal 



                                                                                                                                            The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter         February 2011   page  2 

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter   February 2011   page  2 

Central District Web Page 

http://mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm 

Central District Officers 2008 - 2009 
District Secretary W. Bro. Grant Dixon 403-755-2772 grantdixon@shaw.ca 

Higher Education & Bursary W. Bro. Dave Travers 403-318-1638 dtjr59@hotmail.com 

Masonic Foundation V. W, Bro. Jay Buyers  bigredtruck@firehousemail.com 

Research & Education W. Bro. Scott Campbell 403-318-7775  scott10@telus.net 

Some Lodges have a meal before the Lodge meeting - check for times 

Official Visits Central District Lodges - Meeting Nights  
Innisfail #8 Innisfail 3rd Thursday 8:00 PM January 20th 

Eureka #10 Lacombe 4th Tuesday 8:00 PM March 29th 

Red Deer #12 Red Deer 2nd Tuesday 7:30 PM  

Mountain View #16 Olds 1st Monday 8:00 PM December 6th 

Britannia #18 Ponoka 1st Wednesday 8:00 PM November 3rd 

Apollo #27 Stettler 3rd Thursday 8:00 PM November 18th 

Kenilworth #29 Red Deer 1st Tuesday 7:30 PM February 1st 

Kitchener #95 Rimbey 2nd Tuesday 7:30 PM March 8th 

Lochearn #151 Rocky Mountain House 2nd Thursday 7:30 PM December 9th 

Beacon #190 Red Deer 4th Monday 7:30 PM February 28th 

W Bro Brent Chalmers 

DDGM Central District 
 

1 Cranna Place 

Lacombe, AB T4L 2N7 
 

403-782-9353 

prairiesand@shaw.ca 

                                                        More Light! 
Number 313 – January 17, 2011 

  

Judge Kindly 
By anonymous 

  

Don’t expect perfection in a man because he is a 
Mason. If you do, you will be disappointed. Ma-

sonry makes a man better, but no human agency 
can make him perfect. If he is a Mason, you have 

the right to presume he is a fairly good man, but 
do not condemn Masonry even if a few Masons 

turn out bad. Even the great Teacher Himself had 
a Judas. The aim and purpose of Masonry is to re-

ceive none but good men, keep them good and 
make them better. Judge the institution not by a 

few failures, but by the average of its success. 
That average is high and it consequently gives 

standing to its members, but it cannot be an infal-
lible guide. 
  
Words to live by: Before you flare up at another’s faults, take time to 

count ten of your own.    

http://www.mastermason.com/Innisfail_8/home_page.htm
http://mastermason.com/eureka10/
http://www.reddeerfreemason.com/
http://www.mastermason.com/mountainview16
http://www.mastermason.com/Britannia18_Ponoka/
http://mastermason.com/apollolodge27/
http://mastermason.com/Kenilworth29/
http://www.mastermason.com/Kitchener95/Default.htm
http://www.mastermason.com/Lochearn151/
http://mastermason.com/Beacon190
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 Now That I Am A Freemason - By: Bro. Gladstone Michael Fisher—Jamaica 

I am a freemason. What next?   Freemasonry teaches us our obligations to God, to mankind, to 
our family and to our selves. The three degrees work together to form a system of morality, even 
though veiled in allegory. These ceremonies work in harmony to make you a mason; yet they are 
finite. Becoming a freemason is a lifelong process. How do I become a Mason? How do I contrib-

ute to my lodge and to freemasonry in general?  

Keep it fun. Freemasonry makes you a better man only while it plays a role in your life. Keep that 
role active by finding in freemasonry what interests you. Freemasonry has a depth and breadth 

that can satisfy just about any interest. Seek out and enjoy those aspects that excite you. It is 
during the process of discovering freemasonry that you will find your individual path to becoming 

a mason.  

Get to know your brothers; from all the lodges within your ability to visit. Your shared brother-
hood makes that first step easier, but friendships of any kind require effort. Make the effort. You 
will develop friendships that will last a lifetime. Be interested; be interesting. Freemasonry is ul-

timately a fraternity!  

Share in the charitable work. There are outreach programmes and fund raisers that can always 
use another helping hand, especially one with a fresh energy level. Offer to help your almoner. 
What better way to understand your lodge than to get to know the older brethren and widows? 
The stories you will hear and share will be eagerly listened to by active brothers. Find a brother 
in a service club and join his. Your mutual fraternity adds another dimension to the service club 

experience.  

Study the ritual work. Hearing it, knowing it and memorising it each give a progressively clearer 
understanding of the symbols and allegory. Giving of your best in the ritual work is how you give 
back to those who follow behind you. It shows respect for those who did it for you before they 

even knew you!  

Offer to lead a special project that is suited to your unique set of talents and experiences. We all 

have something to share and we can all contribute in ways that we enjoy.  

Progress in your masonry; through the craft chairs and into the appendant bodies. Royal Arch, 

Rose Croix and Mark masonry help to develop your Masonic knowledge.  

Educate yourself; in freemasonry and otherwise. Bros. Harry Carr and Carl Claudy make under-
standing freemasonry easier. The Prestonian Lectures and the AQC Transactions make compre-
hending freemasonry challenging and exciting. Learn how to draw a sixty degree angle using only 
a compass and ruler. Discover the complexities of philosophy. Improve your knowledge of the 
world around you and above all; understand how to answer in an engaging way the profane ques-
tion: What is Masonry? When you can answer that in less than thirty seconds, you are well on your 

way to becoming a mason.  

I am a freemason. I enjoy it. Why would I leave? 

Internet Lodge 9659 United Grand Lodge of England Province of East Lancashire 

http://internet.lodge.org.uk     Short Papers Competition 2009 
The opinions reflected by the author are not necessarily those of Internet Lodge, The Province of East Lancashire or the United Grand 
Lodge of England. Short papers are intended to be read aloud in lodge meetings as a form of Masonic Education. Whilst we encourage you to use 

them for their intended purpose they must not be reproduced for publication in any manner without the prior permission of Internet Lodge No 9659 
E.C. or the author. © 2010 Internet Lodge and the author - Permission Obtained 
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Let’s celebrate by eating out of a sheep’s stomach! 

By Harley Hay Humour 

Published: January 29, 2011 Red deer Advocate  

I’d never eaten out of a sheep’s stomach before. Not un-
til this week, that is, when I found myself joining a bunch 
of grown men, pillars of society all, to recite poetry in a 
strange language and chow down on the interior organs 
of a sheep. 
 
Surprisingly, not everybody has heard of the rituals and traditions surrounding the an-
nual event known as Robert Burns Night, probably because when you begin to talk 
about eating various sheep innards, it tends to stop conversation quicker than you 
can say ―Ewww.‖ 
 
To the uninitiated, Robert Burns is known worldwide as the National Poet of Scotland. 
One of his biggest hits was Auld Lang Syne, which may or may not be a song about 
New Year’s Eve. See, way back in the 1700s he wrote epic poems and lyrics in some-
thing called the Scots language, which I believe was foreign even to Scottish people. 
And since the Scots language sounds a lot like one of the Muppets speaking pig 
Latin, it’s quite possible that no one understood a single thing he was saying, then or 
now — which, after all, is the very definition of poetry. And which may explain the eat-
ing of the sheep’s entrails. 
 
People seemed inspired to chow down after Scotland’s beloved bard wrote a long 
poem where he speaks directly to the cooked sheep’s stomach. The sheep’s stomach 
in question is of course haggis, which most people have heard of and most people go 
to great lengths to avoid. 
 
Haggis — that infamous Scottish concoction — is a dish containing sheep’s heart, 
liver and lungs, minced with other yummies like onion, oatmeal and suet and the 
whole mush is stuffed to the breaking point into a sheep’s stomach (presumably re-
moved from the same sheep responsible for the heart, live and lungs). The result, 
which looks like a giant sausage, is then boiled for three hours or until it might be less 
than completely raw. 
 
But the haggis isn’t just chopped up and dished out like some common meat that is 
actually edible. No, suddenly the unmistakable sound of bleating bagpipes fill the 
room, and everybody stands reverently and the piper and several other men in kilts 
enter in single file. One of them is holding high a large tray out in front of him, contain-

ing what looks like a giant slug sprawled there on the silver platter, and he is followed 
by a man with a large knife on his kilt belt, and then perhaps the most important one 

(Continued on page 5) 

mailto:$authorEmailAddress?subject=%20-%20Let’s%20celebrate%20by%20eating%20out%20of%20a%20sheep’s%20stomach!
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of all, a fellow with a tray holding a large bottle of Scotch whisky and numerous 
glasses. For many, this is the secret of eating haggis — a generous shot or two of 
whisky before and after. 
 
They stop at a ceremonial table in the middle of the room, and this is where Robert 
Burns’ poem Address to the Haggis is recited to the slug on the platter, which nobody 
understands on account of it’s recited in that 300-year-old Scots language dialect. Af-
ter the addressee is finished talking to the haggis about things like ―Painch, tripe, or 
thairm‖ for eight long verses, he draws his huge knife and slashes the sheep intestine 
casing open, and the haggis comes spilling out like, well, exactly like you would image 
stuff would come spilling out of a stuffed stomach. 
 
Everyone applauds enthusiastically, and the haggis paraders crack open the Scotch 
whisky and the evening proceeds even more enthusiastically from that point on. 
My good buddy Gary and myself were guests of our generous friend Richard and his 
son Mike at this auspicious gathering at the Masonic Hall — a first for both Gary and 
me. 
 

Funny, when I was a kid going to Central School just down the street I used to help 
deliver the Advocate in that area, and every time we passed the Masonic Lodge my 
buddies and I would slink by the hall, telling outrageous stories about the secret go-
ings-on inside there, most of which involved sacrificing sheep on an alter. And we 
never missed a chance to bring up the joke that they were supposed to sacrifice vir-
gins but couldn’t find any. But here I was all these years later, in that very hall, getting 
ready to eat sheep bits, the soundtrack of the Twilight Zone echoing clearly in my 
head. 
 
Turns out, it was a jovial, enjoyable evening with a great many toasts, and many good 
upstanding and welcoming gentlemen in attendance, and there was a full buffet din-
ner of delicious normal food, like cooked cow, in addition to the haggis. 
We had to try the main feature, of course. We wouldn’t want to offend our Freemason 
hosts, because you never know what goes on upstairs in the lodge, so I took a forkful 
from the stomach casing and Gary, being more polite, and possibly more optimistic, 
took a good heaping spoonful of what sort of resembled the stuffing in a Christmas 
turkey. 
 
It tasted to me like a lot like liver, which perhaps is what most internal organs taste 
like, and thing is, I don’t particularly like liver. But Gary, who apparently does like liver, 
loved the haggis and, get this, actually went back for more. Young Mike had a huge 
pile of haggis on his plate out-proportioning the roast beef. ―I come every year just for 
the haggis,‖ he said. ―It’s awesome!‖ 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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I just looked at him with a small, painful smile of sympathy, reaching for the Scotch. 
So although my heritage is in fact Scottish, I guess I’m not much of a Scot when it 
comes to haggis. But I shouldn’t be surprised that my ancient kin-folk came up with a 
meal of sheep’s organs. After all, isn’t Scotland responsible for inflicting on the world 
such craziness as golf, curling, tossing telephone poles, and wearing man-skirts? 
Still it was an enjoyable night thanks to the Beacon Lodge, and after all — it was 
Robert Burns 252nd birthday — as good a reason as any to eat interior sheep bits. 
As long as you don’t get too far away from the Scotch. 
 

Harley Hay is a local freelance writer, author, filmmaker and musician. His column appears on Saturdays in 

the Advocate. http://www.albertalocalnews.com/reddeeradvocate/ 

(Continued from page 5) 

King Solomon and The Ring 
 

One day King Solomon decided to humble Benaiah ben Yehoyada, his 
most trusted minister. He said to him, ―Benaiah, there is a certain ring 
that I want you to bring to me. I wish to wear it for Sukkoth which gives 
you six months to find it.‖  
 ―If it exists anywhere on earth, your majesty,‖ replied Benaiah, ―I 
will find it and bring it to you, but what makes the ring so special?‖  
 ―It has magic powers,‖ answered the king. ―If a happy man looks at it, he becomes 
sad, and if a sad man looks at it, he becomes happy.‖ Solomon knew that no such ring 
existed in the world, but he wished to give his minister a little taste of humility.  
 Spring passed and then summer and still Benaiah had no idea where he could find 
the ring. On the night before Sukkoth, he decided to take a walk in one of the poorest 
quarters of Jerusalem. He passed by a merchant who had begun to set out the day’s 
wares on a shabby carpet. ―Have you by any chance heard of a magic ring that makes 
the happy wearer forget his joy and the broken-hearted wearer forget his sorrows?‖ 
asked Benaiah. He watched the grandfather take a plain gold ring from his carpet and 
engrave something on it. When Benaiah read the words on the ring, his face broke out in 
a wide smile.  
 That night the entire city welcomed in the holiday of Sukkoth with great festivity. 
―Well, my friend,‖ said Solomon, ―have you found what I sent you after?‖ All the ministers 
laughed and Solomon himself smiled.  
 To everyone’s surprise, Benaiah held up a small gold ring and declared, ―Here it is, 
your majesty!‖ As soon as Solomon read the inscription, the smile vanished from his 
face. The jeweller had written three Hebrew letters on the gold band: gimel, zayin, yud, 
which began the words ―Gam zeh ya’avor‖ -- ―This too shall pass.‖  
 At that moment Solomon realized that all his wisdom and fabulous wealth and tre-
mendous power were but fleeting things, for one day he would be nothing but dust.  
 

- Anonymous  
Reprinted from “Small Town Texas E-Magazine Feb 2011 

http://www.mastermason.com/STTM-Emag/index.html 
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Misguided Expectations of Freemasonry  

By The Beehive, Fred Milliken  
 

A recent communication with an old friend got me think-
ing.  My dear old friend told me that he was out of Freema-
sonry and into the Community doing the things that need to 
be done and that Masons only sit around and talk about. 
Now what follows will in no way be a chastisement for my friend's decision.  Who am I 
to criticize another's choices in this journey we call life. I embrace every path chosen 
by every friend and Brother for only he knows what's best for him and only he can 
make the vision that God has sent before him a reality.  
 

Yet at the same time I have to wonder whether the expectations of Freemasonry are 
distorted and misplaced by many, many Brethren. I had an opportunity in 2005 to visit 
and speak in Alberta, Canada.  There in one of the two papers I delivered I offered my 
Canadian Brethren the thought that we are not human doings, we are human beings. 
And it is OK just to BE. In fact it is most important to have your heart and soul in the 
right place before you go about doing. This thought might be likened to the ongoing 
Christian argument – are we saved by Grace or good works. My personal belief is 
that we should have both but in their proper order. Good works don't get us grace but 
grace gets us good works. It was Jesus who said that it is what is in your heart which 
is of most importance. The public display of piousness exhibited by the Pharisees and 
Sadducees did not make them holy according to Jesus.  Better to go home, enter the 
closet, close the door and give thanks and praise to your heavenly Father. So if you 
wished harm to come to another, fomented violence against another in your heart, 
well you might as well have beat him over the head with a baseball bat because your 
thoughts were equally guilty as your actions.  
 

Now realizing that not everyone subscribes to these views and not wishing to impose 
my personal beliefs on others let's see how this correlates with Freemasonry.  The 
Craft is not an action committee gauging its worth on how much it can do for society 
nor should it feel guilty in what it does or doesn't do for the community. It is not the ac-
tions of Freemasonry as a community that mean as much as the change in the heart 
of each and every Brother who studies and subscribes to is virtues. Once imbued with 
the philosophy of Masonry each individual Brother then goes into society with a 
changed heart and gives back to the community, coming from the new person that his 
fraternity has made him. And this is much better than Freemasonry acting as a whole 
because it comes from the heart and it is that which is given without ulterior motives, 
expecting nothing in return nor has it the presence of Pharisee and Sadducee like 
puffed up ostentatious grand standing. But you can see here there is a logical order of 
accomplishment, first things first.  
Thus the first priority of Freemasonry is to instruct, teach and educate its members in 
a philosophical thought that many have claimed has been handed down through the 

(Continued on page 8) 
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ages. Some say that from the ancient Egyptian mysteries, to the Essenes, to the 
schools of  Pythagoras and other Greek mystery orders to Mithraism and other Ro-
man mysteries, the special orders of Christendom, the Knights Templar and beyond, 
there has been a certain frame of thought, some call higher knowledge, that has lived 
on down through the ages, regardless of the political or civil structure of society, which 
espouses a God given right to liberty and freedom, to brotherhood and peace, to 
knowledge and virtue. And Freemasonry is the latest expression of these long held 
mystery beliefs, some say, which might explain why you will find an inordinate number 
of Gnostics within the Craft.  
 

The ancient mystery schools were not chastised for their lack of involvement within 
the community or gauged by the amount of charity that they doled out. Rather what 
was of utmost importance was the development of each individual member and the 
knowledge once imparted that could change his life.  
 

So let us think of modern Freemasonry in these terms.  First and foremost, then, we 
are a philosophy, a body of knowledge to be communicated to every Brother that 
signs on. And yes we sit around and talk about it.  It is OK to just be a human being. 
And by so doing in meetings we reinforce the values to which we subscribe. We have 

a need to internalize the external newness that is being taught us. I go to church 
every week to worship God and give him thanks and praise.  I do not need to go to 
church to hear the same thing over and over again. I could do my worshipping at 
home or in a special holy place only I frequent in holy solitude. But by participating in 
a group I become further motivated and inspired. It is the special attributes that Scott 
Peck describes as ―community.‖  It is one of the reasons group therapy is so effective.  
 

So, secondly, let us think of Freemasonry as a gathering place for some special 
bonding. In the process we are going through in our education as Freemasons we 
find a commonality not only in purpose but in just being. In my address in Alberta, 
Canada I also quoted from that rebellious spiritual thinker Neale Donald Walsch who 
repeatedly made the observation that we are all ONE! We are not divided or sepa-
rated but we are all just one. The same point has been made by Scott Peck in his dis-
cussion of ―community.‖  Others might say that we are all children of God.  But it is 
precisely the Masonic act of leaving your sectarian beliefs and rigid viewpoints at the 
door of the Lodge room and entering as all one, as Brothers united, that creates a 
special bond that cannot be duplicated alone by oneself. In so doing Masons have 
discovered the special feeling present in Brotherhood.  
 

Then let us declare that we are first and foremost both a philosophy and a Brother-
hood. We change hearts, we bond and only then can we realize the fruits of our labor 
and benefit others. My friend could remain a Freemason realizing that all he is now 
doing is a result of his Being, and that Being came from being a Freemason. 

But he has his path and I have mine. And, you have yours 

(Continued from page 7) 
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January 6, 2011 
  
To the Masons of 
Texas: 
  
Grand Master’s Edict 
  
   I have been advised that some Texas Masons presently belong to an organization 
operating under the name of ―Widows Sons Masonic Motorcycle Riders Association‖. 
At the 2007 Grand Annual Communication this organization was denied recognition 
as an organization to which Texas Masons could belong. 
  
   Texas Masons are not permitted to belong to, or be identified with, the organization 
known as ―Widows Sons Masonic Motorcycle Riders Association‖ unless and until 
such organization is recognized by the Grand Lodge of Texas, and to do so consti-
tutes a Masonic Disciplinary Violation. This Edict is effective immediately. Acts con-
trary to this edict will result in Masonic Disciplinary action against the violator. 
  
   This edict is issued to enforce the 2007 decision of the Grand Lodge of Texas con-

cerning the ―Widows Sons Masonic Motorcycle Riders Association‖. 
  
Sincerely and fraternally, 
T. E. ―Gene‖ Carnes 
Grand Master of Masons in Texas 

  

http://www.grandlodgeoftexas.org/node?page=1 

Comment:  In the last newsletter there was a story about a new “Motorcycle 

Lodge” (http://www.epageflip.net/title/5206) and of course Alberta has a 

chapter of the “Widow Sons” (http://alberta.widowssons.ca/) .  But not all 

Grand Lodges have the same views on the subject... 

Comment: Advertizing the Craft while not blowing  your own horn has always been a difficult 

fence to sit on.  However, we (Freemasonry) has made it into the local Red Deer Advocate 

twice over the past two months.  The story in this issue of this newsletter dealing with Robbie 

Burns Dinner has raised several positive comments around the community and was good un-

solicited exposure  for Beacon #190 and the craft in general in Red Deer. 

 

In December the Red Deer Masons, under the leadership of Bro. Honert of Beacon #190 fi-

nanced and served a Christmas meal at the Loaves & Fishes homeless shelter.  Here the Red 

Deer Advocate recognised us as an anonymous group which not only paid for and served the 

meal, but also funded Christmas for a group of families.  This article was carried in the last 

issue of this Newsletter (Dec 2010 http://www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca/).  I’m sure that 

those who really wondered who the anonymous group were found out, because I have also re-

ceived positive feed back from this venture.  But more importantly Masons know who did it 

and there is a push among Masons to see that it is done again - not for the praise - but because 

it is the right thing to do. 

http://www.grandlodgeoftexas.org/node?page=1
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Ain’t Grand Lodge exciting???  The day af-

ter the night before - start planning now for 

the 2011 Communication at the Holiday Inn  

in Grad Prairie June 9th to 11th 

The Worshipful Master insisted that dress 

for the meeting was formal - Tux preferred 

Why not join the Brethren of Central District at the Masonic Spring 

Workshop April 15th to 17th.  The above picture is the 2009 crew. 

Check out the web site at: 

http://www.masonicspringworkshop.ab.ca/ 

They are also on Facebook 

Brethren of Central District, as you can see 

from this issue, there is very little going on in 

Central District right now - at least very little 

that I am finding out about. 

Please send pictures, articles, papers, events 

(either before or after they take place), charity 

work, etc..  Share the Masonic experience 

with other Masons.  This goes for the concor-

dant bodies as well. While we don’t blow our 

horn in the public venue very often, there is 

no reason not share your “Masonic Pride” 

with other Masons. 
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Kakistocracy 
 - By Bro. Brother Dale Sabin 
  
Definition:  
government by the least qualified, from the Greek kakistos; worst, superlative of kakos; bad. 
(American Heritage Dictionary, 4th edition.) 
  
Post- WW II Freemasonry has seen a de-evolution of the Fraternity from a grand Philosophical Or-
der, to a pseudo- mystical public charity, under the management of men who not only misunder-
stand the philosophical and esoteric aspects of the Craft, but attempt to correct their irrelevance 
by increasing membership of like- minded individuals, and boosting public support by concentrat-
ing their efforts into charitable fundraising, which it does poorly. 
  
To the young Candidate, we promise Philosophy; what we actually deliver is politics, bad food, 

incredibly boring business meetings, and badly done Ritual. The new Mason, disappointed by this 
subterfuge, either fades into the background, quietly and individually studying and practicing Ma-
sonry as it was meant to be, or simply becomes inactive, if he doesn't actually demit. The latter 
will never be seen again, the former makes himself a Master through his individual effort and 
study, but will never ask, or be asked, to serve in a managerial capacity. 
  
Why? Like calls to like; incompetence breeds incompetence. In business we refer to this, usually 
with a chuckle, as "The Peter Principle:" an individual rises to his own level of incompetence. In 
Masonry, we refer to this, in all seriousness, as "advancement." The only Mason who will be 
tapped to serve in a Grand Lodge capacity, or would even desire to do so, under these circum-
stances, is the Mason who probably shouldn't have passed through our West Gate in the first 
place. 
  
Of this type of Mason, Manly P. Hall says: "They can never do any harm to Freemasonry by joining, 
because they cannot get in ... Watch fobs, lapel badges, and other insignia do not make Masons; 
neither does the ritual ordain them. Masons are evolved through the self- conscious effort to live 
up to the highest ideals within themselves ..." 
  

Brother Hall, usually a fairly accurate and insightful commentator on Masonry, is dead wrong in 
this, at least as it applies to the physical body of Freemasonry in the last half of the 20th century 
and the beginning of the 21st. They have done nothing but harm. 
There is yet a second problem contributing to our current poor leadership: lack of Masonic educa-
tion. This can take a potentially good Mason, and make him worse, through no fault of his own. A 
Brother once said "today's inept DDGM is tomorrows incompetent Grand Master." 
  
I would add: today's uneducated Master Mason is tomorrows inept DDGM. 
  
Fortunately, the cure for this incompetence at the top is largely the same cure as for the rest of 
the problems in our Fraternity. 
Guarding the West Gate. 
  
We, as Masons, are all the primary Tylers of our Lodge. Forget about membership drives and re-
cruiting techniques. Take the blank petitions out of your pocket, briefcase, and glove compart-
ment. When a potential Candidate inquires after membership, YOU must conduct an investiga-

(Continued on page 12) 
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tion, make clear what we are and what we are not, and guarantee that an unsuitable Candidate 
never sets foot beyond our Pillars. 
  
Education. 
  
Study, closely, our Fellow craft Degree. We are more than an Order; we are a School. Sadly, we 
are a school without a curriculum. We must get back to that basic function, by having ongoing Ma-

sonic Education at every meeting, and not just the usual "Famous Masons" rubbish. We need var-
ied programs in the Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences, Esoterica, Philosophy, and Masonic Jurispru-
dence. 
 
Without it, we're just a dysfunctional dinner club. 
  
More fundamentally, we need to spend more time and effort educating our Entered Apprentices 
and Fellow crafts, beyond rote memorization. Some GL's have put together educational programs 
for their young Brethren; one I am aware of requires the answering of essay questions based on 
the lessons of every Degree, for proficiency. We can take a lesson from the "Irregular" Jurisdic-
tions, particularly those working the Ancient and Accepted Rite, who require written essays from 
their Brethren, before being advanced. They refer to these essays, with pride, as their "Work;" we 
use the same term to refer to our poorly done Ritual. 
  
Quick advancement through the Chairs. 
  
Often, and for a variety of reasons, a young MM is pressured to fill a Warden's Chair, far before he 
is ready. This happens most frequently due to a lack of qualified or interested Brethren who regu-

larly attend. While the "fix" for this is complex (more interesting meetings, better food, better 
education), the fact is, forcing a young MM into a Warden's Chair, to become WM in a year or two, 
does a disservice to the Lodge, and especially does a disservice to the Brother being forced into 
this position. He is, through no fault of his own, tomorrow's incompetent Grand Master. 
  
The non- linear Line. 
  
Simply, the WM sitting in the East should be the best Mason for the job. An incompetent SW is not 
only unqualified to be SW, he is certainly not qualified to be WM next time around. For that mat-
ter, last years bungling JD will be this years bungling SD, and a JS who can't function will most 
likely have the same problem next year as SS. In theory, we require proficiency from Candidates; 
we should do the same when choosing Officers. 
  
Masonic kakistocracy is only one problem among many our Fraternity faces; fortunately, it shares 
the same cure: better quality, better-educated Masons. Not unlike physical abuse and alcoholism 
in a family, it is an ongoing cycle that must be stopped. 
  

  
- Source: Knights of the North Masonic Dictionary 

(Continued from page 11) 
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Foolish Questions 

JONES is a nut!" remarked the New Brother to the Old Tiler. "I went with him yesterday to 

look up an applicant for membership. I didn't know much about such things, so I let him do the 

talking. And the questions that man asked!" 

 

"What did he want to know?" 

 

"First, he wanted to know what kind of a job the applicant held, how long he had been there, 

where he had worked before, was he satisfied, did he like his boss, how much he made and 

whether he saved any of it or spent it all!" 

 

"Quite right, too," commented the Old Tiler. "He wanted to know if the applicant was a solid 

citizen, able to pay his dues and unlikely to become a charge on the lodge. Chap who holds a 

job today and leaves it tomorrow for another is apt to be an applicant for charity." 

''But that's one of the things a lodge is for - charity," said the New Brother. 

"To its members who are in need, yes," answered the Old Tiler. "But no lodge willingly takes 

in members who may need charity. Masonry is not a crutch for the indigent. It is a staff for 

those who go lame in life's journey, but when a man starts out lame he has to get crutches from 

some other institution." 

 

"He asked, 'Why do you want to become a Mason?' that seemed to me all impertinence. A 

man’s reasons for wanting to join Masonry arc no business of ours.'' 

 

"Is that so!" answered the Old Tiler. "Son, you know so many things that are not so! I have 

been on the petitions of a great many men and that is always my first question. I have heard 

many answers. Some men want to join because their fathers were Masons. Some think it will 

help them in life. Some frankly say they want to make friends so they can be successful. Oth-

ers think that Masonry will help them in their religion. Still others want to be Masons because 

they want to belong to a secret society. 

 

"But why is that our business?" 

 

"A man who wants to join a fraternity because his father belonged, is good material,'' answered 

the Old Tiler. "He wants to imitate his father. As his father was a Mason it is probable that he 

was a good man. If the applicant desires to imitate a good man, and thinks we can help him, 

his motives are worthy. The man who wants to become a Mason to stiffen his religious belief 

is not a good candidate. Masonry demands no religion of its applicants, merely a belief in De-

ity. A man with religious convictions which are slipping and looks for something to prop them 

up, should go elsewhere than to the Masonic Altar. Asking nothing but a belief in God, we 

have a right to demand that that belief be strong, well-grounded, unshakable, and beyond ques-

tion. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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"The man who says he wants to join the Masonic order because he wants to belong to a secret 

society doesn't get asked any more questions! He is through right there. Masonry is no haven 

for curiosity seekers. The chap who thinks Masonry will make him friends who will help him 

in his business gets nowhere with a good committee. Masonry is not a business club. Imagine 

a man going to a minister and saying: 'I want to join your Church so I can sell lawn mowers to 

your members.' Would the minister want him? Masonry is not a church, but it is Holy to Ma-

sons. Masonry is a. bright and shining light in a man's heart which must not be sullied by pro-

fane motives. To attempt to use Masonry for business is like using the Bible to sit on-diverting 

from the proper purpose that which should be held sacred. 

 

"The man who answers that question by saying, 'I have always heard of Masons as men who 

receive help in being good men; I would like to have the privilege of becoming a member,' is 

approaching the matter in the right spirit. Masonry doesn't hunt the man, the man must hunt 

the lodge. And he must hunt with a pure motive, or he cannot join any good lodge, with a good 

committee. The motive is vitally important. We want to know if he is married and has children. 

We learn if he can afford $50 for a fee and $5 a year for dues. If they have to rob their children 

to join we have no use for them. We want to know if a man stands well with his fellows out-

side the lodge; if so he is apt to stand well with them inside. If he has few friends and those of 

doubtful character, the chances arc he is not good timber for us. 

 

"Masonry is what we make it. Every good man who comes into a lodge helps the fraternity. 

Every insincere man, every scoffer, every dishonest man who gets into lodge, injures the fra-

ternity. Masonry can accomplish good in the hearts of men only as it is better than they are. 

When it becomes less good than the average man, the average man will not want to join and 

Masonry's power will b gone. 

 

"The price of liberty, so we are told, is eternal vigilance. The price of quality in a lodge is eter-

nal care by the investigation committee. An important job, it should be approached with the 

idea that the future of the lodge and of Masonry to some extent rests on the man making the 

investigation." 

 

"Hm. Thanks. See you later." 

 

"You're welcome - but what is your hurry?" 

 

"Got to find Jones and tell him I'm the nut. Then ask the Master to let me go with him again 

and see if I can't see something else in his questions besides foolishness" answered the New 

Brother. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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Editor’s Comments: - This newsletter is not an official Masonic publication and does not express the policies or 

opinions of any specific Masonic Lodge, District or Grand Lodge. 

 

So go ahead and enjoy it as my gift to you.  If you have any ideas or suggestions to improve it let me know - I will 

always listen, I may not do anything about it, but I will listen.  I would love to publish some of the stories from 

around the District or even Alberta.  Stories about individuals, Lodge happenings or histories of Lodges. 

 

This newsletter will not be published in paper format, but feel free to print it out and pass on to a brother.   

 

The subscription list for this newsletter came from the 

CDMEL (Central District Masonic Email List).  If you 

would rather not receive this Newsletter, let me know 

and I will remove your name - Your name will not be re-

moved from the CDMEL unless you specifically request it.  

If you would like to be added to the subscription list 

send me an email. 

W. Bro. Clark Johnston, Beacon #190, cjohnst@telus.net 

Are you your brother’s keeper?  Several Masons in the 

District do not have access to computers &/or the Internet.  

If you know of such a Bro. And you think this newsletter is 

worth while, why not print off a copy to pass on.  Another 
idea - if you would like a copy, but do not have a computer, 

ask your son or grandson to print it for you - he may get an 

idea of what it is you do at that secret Lodge! 

Al Azhar Shriners - A.A.O.N.M.S. Red Deer Unit  

Meetings - 3rd Wednesday 

Freemason Hall, 4811-52nd Street, Red Deer, AB 

Contact: Box 42, Red deer, AB, T4N 5E7 

President: Glen English    glendonenglish@hotmail.com 403-314-2145 

1st Vice: Bill Canning, billcanning@telus.net  403-346-4414 

Secretary: Noble Ed Whitenett  403-341-5089 

Royal Arch, Lebanon #38 

Meetings: Third Thursday 

Apollo Lodge Hall, 5114-50 Ave Stettler, AB 

Contact:  Jim Lockhart,  jlockhart@xplorenet.com 403-742-5775 

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Lodge of Perfection, Central Valley 

Meetings: 3rd Tuesday, 8:00 pm 

Freemason Hall, 4722 - 49B Ave, Lacombe, AB 

Contact Vern Otto, 403-782-3988 

Mountain View #1 (Olds) 1st Tuesday 

Venus #2 (Red Deer) 2nd Monday 

Alexandra #4 (Lacombe) 2nd Tuesday 

Victoria #14 (Stettler) 3rd Monday 

Innisfail #37 (Innisfail) 1st Thursday 

Battle River #47(Ponoka) 3rd Thursday 

 

Concordant Bodies 


