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Life achievements  
• 1881 – Joined the Geological Survey of Canada 

• 1884 – Discovered dinosaur bones and coal in Alberta 

• 1893 – Explored Barren Lands, Dubawnt-Thelon River 

systems 

• 1896 – Received the Back Award from the Royal Geo-

graphic Society of England 

• 1897 – Presented a universally-accepted theory on 

glaciation, suggesting the ice age was not a single ice-

berg mass 

• 1916 – Awarded the Murchison Medal in recognition of 

his work on glaciation 

• 1930 – Received honorary degree of Doctor of Laws 

from University of Toronto 

• 1933 – Awarded the Flavelle Gold Medal from the 

Royal Society of Canada 

• 1938 – Listed as Chaplain, on a cairni at Cambridge Bay, NWT, 
where Ivanhoe Lodge # 142 held the 1st regular Masonic meeting north 
of the Arctic Circle. 

• 1947 – Awarded the Royal Geographic Society of Eng-

land lifetime achievement Wallaston Medal 

Do you Know this Mason? 

See Page 13  
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Central District Officers 2008 - 2009 
District Secretary W. Bro. Scott Campbell 403-318-7775 prairesand@shaw.ca 

Masonic Higher Education 
& Bursary 

W. Bro. Mitch Thompson 403-309-2544 waycat@telusplanet.net 

Masonic Foundation W Bro. Bob Cantwell 403-986-4242 rrc1@telus.net  

Research & Education  W Bro. Bob Cantwell 403-986-4242 rrc1@telus.net  

D.D.G.M. - ITINERARY - 2009 
September 17th Apollo #27, Stettler Official Visit 

September 21st Beacon #190, Red Deer Dinner &  Prestonian Lecture 

September 22nd Eureka #10, Lacombe Official Visit 

September 29th Beacon #190, Red Deer Official Visit 

November 2nd Mountain View #16, Olds Official Visit 

November 3rd Kenilworth #29, Red  Deer Official Visit 

November 4th Britannia #18, Ponika Official Visit 

November 10th 
Kitchener #95, Rimbey and Red Deer #12, Red 
Deer - in Rimbey 

Official Visit 

November 12th Lochearn #151, Rocky Mountain House Official Visit 

November 19th Innisfail #8, Innisfail Official Visit 

November 21st 

District Meeting 
Red Deer Freemason Hall 

Registration 12 noon - Tyle 1:00 pm 
Dinner 5:00 pm 

Contact: 
 RW Bro. Randall Robinson, DDGM 

or 
W Bro. Scott Campbell, D Sec. 

RW Bro. Randall Robinson 

District Deputy Grand Master 
17 Somerset Close, Red Deer, Alta, T4N0E7 

Home phone:  403 347-1373 
Mobile 1: 403 318 4845 
Mobile 2: 403 340 9168 

Office:     011 967 711684437 Yemen 

E-mail:   randallrobinson17@yahoo.ca 

Message From The Grand East 
(Send from the Yemen Dessert) 

 Yes I am in Yemen desert until the 4th of 
Sept when I will return to Canada on leave. 
  Fraternal greetings to all of the members 
of Central District.  I am looking forward to 
seeing all of you in the following months and I 
hope that everyone is well and ready to make 
this an exciting Masonic year. 
There is only one candidate running for DDGM 
2010-2011.  I would ask all of the Lodges to 
nominate a member for this coming election at 
the District meeting November 21 2009 in Red 
Deer. 
I will be hitting the ground running when I get 
home so will see you soon. 

 Fraternally yours  
 Randall Robinson 

DDGM Central District 2009-10 
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*enter as foursomes or as indi-
viduals 
*Non-golfers welcome dinner @ 
$14.00 
*Power carts are available for 
$17.00 
* If you have prizes to donate 
contact Bro. Ross 

 

Saturday September 19th 

Bowden Hi-Way Golf Course 
Registration 8 AM - Tee Off Starts at 9 AM 

Entry Fee $40.00 
• 9 holes of golf + a good meal & Prizes 

All Masons, Ladies and their invited guests welcome 
 

Register by September 12th Contact: 
Bro. Clayton Ross 

cdross@telusplanet.net 

403-227-6068 

Calling all Masons 
Join the Brethren of Innisfail #8 for the 

Annual Central District Masonic Golf Tournament 

Open to golfers and want-to-be golfers of all skill levels 
Come for the game and stay for the fellowship 
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Masonic Stress Management - By Mike Hill, Past Master - Forest Lake Lodge #344; Forest Lake, MN 

As Masons and everyday folks we face new challenges each day. It doesn't matter if we're 
working full time, part time or we're retired and just trying to enjoy the time we have. Every 
day we are faced by; employers, family members and friends who have better ideas on how we 
should live and work. When this occurs it is important to remember what experts recommend:  
 A lecturer explained stress management to an audience, raised a glass of water and 
asked, "How heavy is this glass of water?" Answers called out ranged from 20g to 500g. 
 The lecturer replied, "The absolute weight doesn't matter. It depends on how long you 
try to hold it." "If I hold it for a minute, that's not a problem.  If I hold it for an hour, I'll have 
an ache in my right arm. If I hold it for a day, you'll have to call an ambulance. "In each case, 
it's the same weight, but the longer I hold it, the heavier it becomes." 
 He continued, "And that's the way it is with stress management. If we carry our burdens 
all the time, sooner or later, as the burden becomes increasingly heavy, we won't be able to 
carry on." "As with the glass of water, you have to put it down for a while and rest before 
holding it again.. When we're refreshed, we can carry on with the burden." 
 "So, before you return home tonight, put the burden of work and/or tribulations of the 
day down. Don't carry them home. You can pick them up tomorrow. Whatever burdens you're 
carrying now, let them down for a moment if you can." "Relax; pick them up later after you've 
rested. Life is short.  Enjoy it!"  The lecturer then shared some ways of dealing with the bur-
dens of life: 
-Accept that some days you're the pigeon and some days you're the statue. 
-Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case you have to eat them. 
-Always read stuff that will make you look good if you die in the middle of it. 
-Drive carefully. It's not only cars that can be recalled by their maker. 
-Eat a live toad in the morning and nothing worse will happen to you for the rest of the day. 
-If you can't be kind, then have the decency to be vague. 
-It may be that your sole purpose in life is simply to serve as a warning to others. 
-Never buy a car you can't push. 
-Never put both feet in your mouth at the same time, because you won't have a leg to stand on. 
-Nobody cares if you can't dance well. Just get up and dance. 
-Since it's the early worm that gets eaten by the bird, sleep late. 
-The second mouse gets the cheese. 
-When everything's coming your way, you're in the wrong lane. 
-Birthday's are good for you. The more you have the longer you live. 
-You may be only one person in the world, but you may also be the world to one person. 
-Some mistakes are too much fun to only make once. 
-Don't cry because it's over. Smile because it happened. 
-We could learn a lot from crayons. Some are sharp, some are pretty and some are dull. Some 
have weird names, and all are different colors but they all have to live in the same box. 
-A truly happy person is one who can enjoy the scenery on a detour. 
-Happiness comes through doors you didn't even know you left open. 

-Have an awesome day and know that someone has thought about you today 
......I did. 
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Innisfail Outdoor Lodge Meeting 

Good Fellowship and Good Food were the 
highlights of a great evening as Brethren 
from several Lodges joined the Brethren of 
Innisfail # 8 for their annual  BBQ and out-
door lodge meeting.  There is nothing quite 
so peaceful as a deer in the meadow, coyo-
tes howling in the valley as the SW closes 
the Lodge with the sun seting in the west.  I 
encourage more Brethren to mark their cal-
endar for this annual spring event.   

[pictures by Tiger Yawnghwe] 
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Beacon #190 invites you to our 

2nd Annual Masonic Family Picnic 

Sunday September 13th 
Featuring 

Pit Roasted Beef On a Bun 
1:00pm (1300 hours) 

at the home of Bro. Dave Yakimetz 
#4 - 27309 TpRd 391, Red Deer 

 
• This is a Family event open to all Masons and members of 

Concordant Masonic Bodies and their Families 
• Bring your own Lawn Chair & Liquid Refreshments 
• Bring your own cutlery (paper/plastic will be available) 
• Bring the kids, lots of room to play and lawn type games 

will be on hand. 
• Bring your appetite - Dave is well know for his “Pit” 

roasted roast beef 
• See “map” on DDGM web page: 
http://www.mastermason.com/Beacon190/ddgm.htm 
•  or follow directions below; 

• Go north on Taylor drive, across Highway 11A, where 
it turns into Range Road 273A for 1.9 km 

• Turn right on Twp Rd 391 
• Turn Right at 2nd corner - Nelson Drive 
• 2nd House on the left (East side of the road) 

• If you have trouble finding us honk your horn or call Dave 
at 403-358-6375 

 

Hope to see you on the 13th 
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Prestonian Lecturer - 2009 
The Good Men Of Beacon #190 

are pleased to invite you to an evening with  

W Bro John Wade, 

2009 Prestonian Lecturer 
- appointed by the United Grand Lodge of England 

 

Monday September 21, 2009 
Freemason Hall, 4811 - 52 Street, Red Deer Alberta 

Refreshments (Cash Bar) at 6:00 pm 
Dinner 7:00 pm - Lecture 8:00 pm 

Followed by Dessert & Festive Board 
All Masons welcome - Dress Business casual 

Tickets must be purchased in advance 
Tickets $35.00 for entire evening 

$20.00 for the Lecture and Festive Board only 
(Proceeds from the event to go towards renovations of Red Deer Freemason Hall) 

 

For Tickets Contact: 

Bro. Clark Johnston 403-347-7099 

cjohnst@telusplanet.newt 

or 

Bro. Calvin Mackay 403-340-0883 

calvin293@shaw.ca 
 

To Find out more about “The Lecturer”, “The Lecture”, “The History” & “The 

Man” 
go to: 

http://mastermason.com/Beacon190/prestonian_lecturer_2009.htm 
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Eyes Lifted High 
Old Tiler Talks, by Carl H. Claudy 

 
"I’m so tired of hearing about brotherhood!" complained the New 
Brother.  "I'm sold on it, but I am weary of hearing it preached!" 
 
"I make my bow to you!"  answered the Old Tiler.  "All my life I have wanted 
to meet the perfect brother!" 
 
"Why, Old Tiler!'' cried the New Brother joyfully,  "I never expected to hear 
that from you!  Are you, too, tired of the preaching of brotherhood?'' 
 
"Oh, no!"  responded the Old Tiler.  "I meant that if you are weary of hearing 

of brotherhood, you know all about it.  The human mind tires of what it has already beheld.  We long 
to hear the new and the unknown, to see the strange and the unusual.  We tire of that which is well 
known.  You weary of brotherhood, because you know all about it.  The man who knows all about 
brotherhood is, obviously, the perfect brother.  So I make my bow!" 
 
"I thought there was a trick in it somewhere!'' grinned the New Brother, somewhat shame-
facedly.  "Of course I don't know all about it.  What I am trying to say is that I weary of being 
preached at, rather than weary of the preaching." 
 
"That is something else!" smiled the Old Tiler. "We all resent being preached at. And I know what 
ails you – that good brother from the far jurisdiction who spent half an hour talking platitudes. But 
you should look behind what he says to the motive before you let him weary you. A little boy I know 
sat down beside me recently and read me a chapter out of his school history. I knew the history and 
I knew the boy. I wasn't especially interested in either. But the boy was grateful for some small favor 
I had done him and because his history was a new story to him, he thought it would please me. I 
was bored by the history, but pleased with the child's effort to entertain me. 
"Brother Small Talk in his dry and uninteresting remarks means to do right. He is an honest and ear-
nest Mason. He is following Oxenham's lovely lines as well as he can, and . . . " 
 
"Who is Oxenham?" interrupted the New Brother. 
 
''Oh, don't you know? A poet. Listen . . ." the Old Tiler stopped for a moment, and then, very softly, 
quoted: 
"But once I pass this way. And then . . . and then . . . the Silent Door swings on its hinges; opens . . . 
closes . . . and no more I pass this way.  So, while I may, with all my might I will essay sweet com-
fort and delight to all I meet upon the pilgrim way.  For no man travels twice the Great Highway, that 
winds through darkness up to light, through night, to day." 
 
"That's beautiful!" cried the New Brother. 
 
"Indeed it is!" agreed the Old Tiler.  "It is the very Skekinah of brotherhood; the glow of beauty which 
surrounds that which is holy.  Brother Small Talk knows he will pass this way but once, and so, while 
he may, he essays sweet comfort and delight to all the brethren he meets upon the pilgrim way of 
Masonry.  His idea of 'sweet comfort and delight' is to spread the doctrine of the brotherhood of man 
and the Fatherhood of God." 
 

"But," objected the New Brother.  ''It doesn't spread it to bore people with platitudes.  I've heard what 
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he said a thousand times." 
 

"Ah, but now you are criticizing God!" answered the Old Tiler.  "Look for the motive.  God didn't give 
him much of a mind or provide him with many ideas.  But Brother Small Talk does the best he 
can.  His heart is right and his Masonry is good, and he tries to spread his ‘sweet comfort and de-
light’ as he goes along.  To him his thoughts are beautiful.  They touch his heart.  And so, with a 
pleasant voice and a smooth flow of words, he gives them to his brethren, not knowing that they 
hear nothing that isn't better said in the ritual.  Do you know Abou Ben Adhem?" 
 

"No," answered the New Brother. "Member of this lodge?" 
 

The Old Tiler smiled.  "Not exactly," he answered.  "He never lived; and yet he will live forever."  The 
Old Tiler quoted softly; "Abou Ben Adhem, may his tribe increase, awoke one night from a deep 
dream of peace, and saw, within the moonlight in his room, making it rich and like a lily in bloom, an 
Angel, writing in a book of gold.  Exceeding peace had made Ben Adhem bold, so to the Presence 
in the room he said 'What writest thou?'  The Vision raised its head and with a look made of all 
sweet accord, answered.  'The names of those who love the Lord.'  'And is mine one?'  asked 
Abou.  'Nay, not so,' replied the Angel.  Abou spoke more low, but cheerily still, and said.  'I pray 
thee, then, write me as one who loves his fellowmen.'  The Angel wrote and vanished.  The next 
night it came again with a great wakening light and showed the names whom love of God had 
blessed; and lo, Ben Adhem's name led all the rest." 
 

"That is very beautiful, too,'' said the New Brother, softly. 
 

"Aye, that is beautiful," answered the Old Tiler.  "Brother Small Talk, with his platitudes and his love 
of his fellowmen is beautiful, too.  Look within, my boy, to the Motive.  Do not 'Judge men by what 
they do, but by what they try.  We all fail; if the Great Architect judged by accomplishment, what a 
pitiful state would we be in!  But if He judges us by what we try, if He regards not our stumbling feet, 
but our eyes fixed on the star, then will Brother Small Talk meet kindly friends and a great welcome 
when he approaches the Tiler's door of the Grand Lodge above, for his eyes are lifted high!" 
 

"I will never be tired of any man's sincere talk again!" assured the New Brother. "And, Old Tiler, write 
me that about the pilgrim way, and Abou, too, will you, please?" 
 

The Old Tiler grunted as he reached for his pencil. 

 

 I can only agree with Bro Churchills comments re the camp out, such an ideal place to have 
it, there are lots of laughs and good food and the weather was perfect.  Of note it was the 30th 
campout hosted by R M H masons, this was the 3rd year my wife and I have attended, it 
would be worth while to put this on your list of things to do next summer.  Ed Schmidt 

Letters to The Beacon:  Could you pass on a message to all the members in our district 
who were unable to take in the Rocky Mtn CAMP OUT put on by Lochearn #151 - You 
missed a great time .  A very warm welcome on Fri. the bacon egg and hotcake breakfast and 
bean & steak supper on Sat nite along with the musical jam session and campfire at night, plus 
the send off breakfast Sun morning.  The site was well maintained, the welcome of Gord & 
Merian, Mel & Sherley was overwhelming.  The weather was perfect, and we had lots of 
lively conversations , mostly triggered by Shorty.  Hope to have more fun next year.  Bro Ron 
& Sister Terry Churchill, Eureka #10 
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Life is a matter of choices, and every choice you make -  makes you. 
 
What will you do for your career: Who will you marry? Where will you live? How much 
education will you get? What will you do with today? But one of the most important choices 
you will make is who will you become! Life is not merely a matter of holding and playing a 
good hand as you would hope to do in a card game. What you start with isn't up to you. Talent 
is God-given. Life is playing the hand you have been dealt well. That is determined by your 
choices. 
 
The talent-plus people are the ones who maximize their talent, reach their potential, and fulfill 
their destiny. 
 
I was reading a book by Dr. Seuss to my grandchildren called "Oh, the Places 
You'll Go!" In it, I found a wonderful truth. It said,  

 
You have brains in your head 
 
You have feet in your shoes 
 
You can steer yourself 
 
Any direction you choose. 

 
I believe that with all my heart. My prayer is that you steer yourself in the right direction and 
make right choices that will empower you to become a talent-plus person, build upon the foun-
dation of your abilities, and live your life to its fullest potential. 

From an email received from MasonicBrothers@yahoogroups.com; on behalf of; Ed Halpaus 

Strategic Plan for the Grand Lodge of Alberta 

“Strengthening Our Lodges” 

In 2008, Senior Grand Lodge Officers developed a Strategic 

Plan for the Grand Lodge of Alberta. The Plan is intended to 
guide continuous improvement of Lodges and, thereby, 
strengthen the Craft in the jurisdiction. The Strategic Plan was 
approved at the June 2009 Annual Communication. 

Have You Read It? 

http://www.freemasons.ab.ca/StrategicPlan.pdf 

 

MW Bro. Brian Shimmons 
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Chinese Free Masons celebrate 85 years 
Written by editor, Pamela Roth 
LETHBRIDGE HERALD 
Sunday, 28 June 2009 
 
 It’s been 85 years since the Chinese Free Masons society formed in Lethbridge to serve 
the Chinese community, and it still has a place in modern times. 
 The sound of traditional drumming and ceremonial lion dancers filled up the Chinese 
Free Masons building on Sunday as dozens gathered to celebrate the chapter’s 85th birthday. 
According to president Jim Pon, who’s been a member of the Lethbridge chapter for about 30 
years, the society is still going strong with about 50 members, and has no problems recruiting 
new ones. 
 But the society and Chinatown has changed considerably  from 50 years ago, where Pon 
said the membership was thriving with more than 100 people. 
 “It’s my second home,” said Pon about the society. “We will continue to keep up with 
traditions and try to help out the Chinese community as a whole.” 
 The history of the society dates back to the early 1900s when Chinese immigrants first 
arrived in Lethbridge and set up businesses such as laundries, market gardens and restaurants. 
Many were single men who came to Canada to work on the B.C. section of the Canadian Pa-
cific Railway, which was completed in 1885. Away from their families and often ostracized by 
the community at large, Chinatown residents formed a close-knit community. 
 Chinatown itself is a one-block section that spans 2 Avenue South between 3 and 4 
Street, and was once a thriving community. The vibrancy of Chinatown began to decline in 
about 1960, however, when the next generation moved out to become part of the larger com-
munity. 
 In 2000, business owners in Chinatown presented council with a concept of a new-and-
improved Chinatown, boasting a plaza, street lanterns and symbolic gateways. At that time, the 
cost of the project was pegged at nearly $1 million. 
 The concept has yet to turn into a reality, but the society hasn’t given up. In 2007, the 
building, which was built in the 1920s and has a provincial heritage designation, underwent 
some renovations, which included a new roof, a fresh paint job on the ceiling and walls, and a 
refinished floor, among other touch-ups. The society plans to do more renovations to the build-
ing in the near future. 
 The local Chinese Free Masons chapter, also known as Che Kong Tong, was formed in 
1922 and continued to expand. The lodge and its members formed one of the two most impor-
tant societies in the city’s Chinese community, the other being the Chinese National League, 
whose building sits across the street. 
 The society continues to serve the Chinese community, helping new Chinese immi-
grants settle into the city and find jobs. 

Publisher Comments:  I used to live in Lethbridge and always wondered about the building in the old down-
town area, near the old railway yards (since moved ) that had a Masonic Square and Compass carved above 
the front entry.  No one in the Freemason Fraternity seemed to know anything about it.  Now I know - at least 
a little more than I did before. 
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Joseph Burr Tyrrell 

The Man, the Mason and the Scientist 

Bro Darwin K. Durnie1 
 

In the summer of 1976, a friend and I were horse riding near Dun-
phy, about a 1/2 mile from my parents' acreage, along the Kneehill 
Creek. It had rained in the morning and the clay ground was very 
slick, causing us to stay to the creek bottom.  Upon reaching a par-

ticular point along the creek, he described to me that just up that bank is where some dinosaurs 
were found. I asked, when? 
 
 He told me his grandfather had heard that it was some time before 1900 and that the bones 
were taken to Calgary on a wagon and finally to New York City where they were on display in 
a museum. I returned to the spot later in the sum-mer when it was dry and found the mounds of 
earth resulting from the dinosaur excavations still quite visible. I marvelled at the amount of 
work which must have been exerted to even dig the fossils out, let alone get a wagon in to cart 
them away. My imagination got the best of me and I wondered about the early Canadian ex-
plorers such as Henday, Thompson and Palliser and what it would have been like, and likewise 
wondered who these early dinosaur hunters were. 

 In September of 1985 I attended the official opening of the Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontol-
ogy.2 I pronounced it TI-rell and was quickly corrected to the proper "tirl," somewhat like 
squirrel, and wondered who this man was. His great granddaughter was there on opening day 
and spoke of what a wonderful facility it was and, as I recall, described with words to the ef-
fect that she was sure that her great grandfather would find it "quite adequate." 
 
 I was somewhat taken aback by this comment of him finding it quite adequate," This fa-
cility appeared to me a stately edifice in which our Province had invested many millions of 

(Continued on page 14) 

Royal Tyrrell Museum of Paleontology 
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dollars, This bit of understatement made me wonder of the character of this man - Joseph Burr 
Tyrrell. 

 
 After joining the Craft in the late 1980s, I indulged in much reading 
about the Craft. I was interested to learn that this name - Tyrrell - came up in 
a story about the most northerly held Lodge in Canada, North of the Arctic 
Circle, 30 August 1938, one Joseph B, Tyrrell participating as Chaplain.3 A 
cairn was left on the spot and some of you may know where it is. I leave it to 
you to find its location within that “undiscovered country." 4 
 
 

In the early 90s, our districts in Alberta were being redrawn and names attached instead 
of numbers. At the District Meeting in Three Hills there were many camps pushing for their 
particular name. It came down to two as I recall: Tyrrell - proffered by the younger members � 
and, you guessed it, Dinosaur - by those of a similar vintage (did I say that last part out loud). 
Henceforth, our District was named "Dinosaur" and business carried on. 

 
Based on the Dinosaur theme, it was felt that pins should be made and the theme ad-

vanced. In summer of 1993, a ceremony was held at the location of "Dinny" located at the 
Fountain near our Bridge [in Drumheller]. Many of you here present attended this ceremony 
which acknowledged the contributions of many Masons to the Drumheller community by un-
veiling a plaque which recognized the builder of the T Rex statue - the late RWBro Trygve Se-
land. 

 
(In 1997, 1 was honoured by the Brethren of this District and by the Grand Lodge of Al-

berta by being installed as the DDGM. It is an experience I will forever cherish and will al-
ways recall its most peculiar challenge. My own introduction (try this if you don't think it chal-
lenging or peculiar): "Fraternal Greetings, Brethren. I am Darwin Durnie from Drumheller, 
District Deputy Grand Master for Dinosaur District." It takes a while to get all the D's down 
pat � believe me. 

 
In September of last year [200011 was given a further honour of being invited to act as 

Director of Ceremonies for the Installation of the Fiat Lux presiding Master RWBro Jerry 
Werner Kopp. Another first for the "Dinosaurs" as members of the installation team were al-
most exclusively from Dinosaur District. 

 
So as I have illustrated, I have continued to bump into the Dinosaur theme and this man 

Tyrrell. 
 

At that Installation, WBro Doug Wade and I were asked to consider hosting Fiat Lux in Drum-
heller at some future date, May 26 in fact, with a dinner, two papers and a tour of the Tyrrell 

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 15) 

[check out “The Beacon Newsletter January 2008] 
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Museum thrown in, and if Lodge commenced at about 11:00 AM, that would be nice. We 
agreed that if we could sort out some further details and get a better feel for what was wanted, 
we would do our best. We also decided it would be fun to do a paper or two.  
 
Joseph Burr Tyrrell 
 Now on to this man Tyrrell. Being a firm believer that we must embrace new technol-
ogy, I set off to learn all I could about this man on the net. There I found some information 
about him, mainly through his works with the Geological Survey of Canada. A few emails to 
University Lodge of the Grand Lodge of Canada are still in the ether of cyberspace. So my 
internet searches did not prove entirely fruitful. 
 
 I finally had to resort to books, the Royal Tyrrell Museum Library and correspondence 
received from his family. 
 
 I must extend my warmest thanks to WBro Doug Wade and WBro Jerry Brett for their 
exceptional work in carrying out research and conducting this very presentation for, as the 
poster claims, I am the narrator. 
 
 J..B. Tyrrell was born November 1, 1858 in Weston, Ontario, where, according to Mar-
garet Mason Shaw in her book, Geologists and Prospectors, upon entering grammar school he 
was quickly recognized to have a keen interest in science and anything to do with nature. 
Later, as a teen he learned to use firearms with the utmost of proficiency and then carried on 
into college, finally entering the University of Toronto in 1876. There he studied the arts and 
sciences with a keen interest in geology and entomology. He then went on to read the law and 
took several examinations with a large Toronto Law Firm. 
 
 A bout with pneumonia and fever left Tyrrell with limited hearing and an ultimatum 
from his doctor - no more indoor work - you need fresh air. 
 
 Young Tyrrell then joined the Geological Survey of Canada. It had been formed in 1842 
and gave to Tyrrell the opportunity of exploration that he had yearned for as a boy. Men were 
made early in this time and by his early 20s Tyrrell was working under the supervision of a Dr. 
George Dawson on an expedition to the Rockies to discover the minerals, flora and fauna. 
 
 On his first expedition in the summer of 1883, only that area which encompassed the 
Crowsnest Pass, the North and South Kootenay Rivers, the Kicking Horse Pass and the foot-
hills lying cast of the Rockies need be traversed. Starting by buckboard from the railhead at 
Maple Creek, Saskatchewan territory, they arrived in the Pincher Creek area. Tyrrell began by 
making a pace survey of the Crowsnest Pass region walk a hundred paces and transfer a stick 
from one pocket to another; add up the sticks at the end of the day; multiply the number of 
sticks by the average length of a pace times 100; and draw a map of all the observed streams, 

(Continued from page 14) 

(Continued on page 16) 
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creeks, rivers and mountains. And keep notes you'll need them when you're done.5 Tyrrell re-
portedly titled his first journal "Diary of a Greenhorn." Upon completion that same summer, 
they returned to Ottawa from Calgary where the rail had now arrived. 
 
 Commencing in the following summer of 1884 Tyrrell, at age 26, was engaged to lead 
an expedition for the next three years which charged him with surveying the mineral resources 
of that area which lie to the east of the Rockies, north of the Bow and South of the Saskatche-
wan River. 
 
 It seems from his journals that his was a summer very much different from ours. It 
rained and rained. July 4, 1884 he records a heavy frost at Crawling Valley. Working north-
ward, he comes upon the Rosebud River and finds thick seams of coal protruding from the 
banks. Throughout the summer cold and rain continued until August 101h, while in the Drum-
heller area he eludes his normal aptitude for understatement and records that the Crew spent 
the afternoon in camp due to "very excessive heat." Rain and cold quickly followed. He noted 
August 13 to be cold and dreary, like a damp November day. The previous day, however, Au-
gust 12,1884, the weather was not the focus of his entry. While camped along the Kneehill 
Creek, his journal tells us that after lunch he climbed 40�80 feet above the creek and there 
found Dinosaurian bones and a skull protruding from the cliff. 
 

 Aug. 12th, 1894 ... and followed the bottom of the valley down, reaching camp 

about 2 o'clock. The creek is nearly as large as the Rosebud, but miry wherever the bot-

tom is not covered with stones. The valley is not as wide as the Rosebud valley, but there 

is in it some fine poplar and a little spruce. Service berries and cherries were in great 

abundance. 

 

After lunch I walked up the bank close to camp, and from 40 to 80 feet above the creek 

found a number of Dinosaurian bones in an excellent state of preservation, though very 

brittle, among them a large head, almost perfect, and we spent the afternoon in excavat-

ing them out of the bank.6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 15) 

(Continued on page 17) 

One of the dinosaur skulls removed by Tyrrell in 1884 



                                                                                                                                            The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter         August 2009   page  17 

The Beacon - Central District Masonic Newsletter   August 2009   page  17 

 This find of dinosaurian bones started the great Canadian Dinosaur Rush. This was fol-
lowed later by entrepreneurs such as Gouge and Drumheller who began to exploit the coal re-
source with the arrival of rail to the Valley in 1911 some 27 years later. Quite an eventful trip 
in a very small area of our Alberta. 
 
 Loading the skull and bones, he quickly made for Calgary while happening upon a 
round coulee (Horseshoe Canyon today) and encountering a sharp frost on the evening of Au-
gust 15th.  They finally made Calgary after really pushing on the 21st of August and remained 
there onto the 23rd.  
 
 While I have been unable to determine when Tyrrell was made  a Mason, the fact that he 
was a founding member of University of Toronto Lodge No. 496 and his attending the most 
Northern Lodge in Canada gives me cause to assume that he was a very dedicated Mason. 
When reading the journals of his travels of this particular part of Alberta, he seemed, with the 
exception of his canoe ride down the Red Deer River from the present site of Red Deer to the 
Rosebud River, to have tracked north and south and then east. 
 

 After lunch, and after calling on Mr. Anderson, the timber agent, I rode over to 

Edmonton and compared my aneroid with the standard there, ordered a few provisions 

that we needed to take us back to Calgary. 

 In the afternoon a heavy shower of rain fell. The country passed over this morn-

ing was a rich black sandy loam, covered with poplar and small willows. Some potatoes 

that we saw as we approached Edmonton were as far advanced as they would be in On-

tario, though some were slightly touched with frost, and the grain was looking well. 

 There was a heavy frost at our camps last night. In the afternoon I took the tem-

perature of a spring on the banks of the Saskatchewan and found it to be 59' F7 

 
 The thought occurs to me, however, that there must have been some compelling reason 
for him to break from this pattern and go to such places as Rocky Mountain House, Edmonton 
and Calgary, often times without the men in his party. Could there perhaps have been meetings 
on these dates? This is speculation on my part and further research would be required to 
squelch my imagination of Masonic meetings being attended on the frontier. 
 
 Tyrrell spent the following years surveying vast portions of what is now Manitoba and 
parts of Saskatchewan. This, however, did not result in any findings that equaled the signifi-
cance of his discovery of coal and dinosaurian fossils in the Red Deer River valley. 
 
 In 1892 he met Edith Carey. Their courtship would cover the ensuing two years during 
which time Tyrrell would embark on a trip in the summer of 1893 which would traverse 3200 
miles, of which 1600 miles had never been seen by a white man. This trip left Edmonton head-
ing north, then across the top of what is now Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba, ending in 

(Continued from page 16) 
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Churchill. After recovering from near starvation and frostbite to 
some of the members of his party, through a month and half of 
convalescence, they then proceeded to walk three hundred miles 
in the dead of winter to Winnipeg (see Figure 7). 
 
 Upon his return to Ottawa, the media of the day were full 
of stories about his adventures and he became quite the celebrity 
- even dining with the Governor General in recognition of his 
accomplishments. 
 
 On February 14th 1894 Mary Carey and Joe Tyrrell were 
married. Three months later Tyrrell again crossed the Barrens, 
this time to the tune of a leisurely 2900 miles of which 725 
miles were on snowshoes. 
 
 The Klondike Gold rush commenced in late 1898 and focused around Dawson City 
named after the Director of the Geological Survey of Canada, Dr. George Dawson. Gold fever 
struck Tyrrell during his first survey of the area in that same year whereupon he left the employ 
of the GSC. There he stayed for several years, his wife Mary making the trip to visit him twice 
during that time. 
 
 The fever that gripped Tyrrell was not that which typified the rush. With calculated 
thought, Tyrrell staked claims, bought shares of companies and hung out his shingle as a geolo-
gist. Given time he had amassed enough money to return to Ontario. There he was engaged by 
large corporations to continue prospecting which pursuit, after a time, he surrendered to that of 
taking controlling interest in gold mines at Kirkland Lake. At this time Tyrrell was in his six-
ties and managed the mines through to his 80s. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 17) 
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Joseph Tyrrell and Robert Monro-
Ferguson on the steps of Government 
House in Winnipeg, Manitoba on De-
cember 16, 1895 

Tyrrell’s mining engineer’s office 
on Harper Street in Dawson,  

May 3, 1899 
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 Tyrrell died at the age of 98 years after a long and adventurous life (see Figure 10). He 
work was published many times in the scientific community and his theories of glaciation, 
based on his obser-vations throughout his vast travels, have stood the test of time and stand to-
day. The accuracy of his mapping served the emerging country of Canada for many years. The 
rewards of fortune were bestowed upon him later in his years and allowed him to recapture the 
stature of squire, which was lost by his family in earlier generations. A school in Ontario bears 
his name to this day.  
 
 From my research, Joseph Tyrrell seemed to be somewhat aloof, often domineering and 
almost always self�focused. It is, however, when one reviews the whole of his accomplish-
ments as a man, a Mason and a scientist that it becomes apparent that his huge accomplish-
ments, his appetite for exploration of that undiscovered country, his studious investigations of 
science and nature were not done out of self interest, but of an indefatigable desire to contrib-
ute to the betterment of his fellow man and his family while enriching the world in which he 
lived, 
 
 I am certain this great lesson was learned by practicing daily those tenets inculcated in 
the degrees of Masonry and exemplified in the General Charge. Tyrrell's character of under-
statement, of standing apart from the rest, of receiving praise when worthy and taking care of 
the interests of family above all else were obviously preserved by his descendants. I now have 
for myself an explanation of why on that September day in 1985, such an edifice was de-
scribed as "quite adequate." 
 
1  RWBro Durnie was assisted in presenting the lecture by WBro Doug Wade and WBro Jerry Brett. The lecture was presented at 

the Auditorium of the Royal Tyrrell Museum of Paleontology to the Brethren of Fiat Lux and their Ladies following the regular 
meeting of the Lodge held at Freemasons' Hall, Drumheller, 26 May 2001. 
2 Queen Elizabeth 11 granted the appellation "Royal" in June 1990. 
3 Collett, 1980, pp 57-58. 
4 Ibid. Collett recounts that the cairn was placed and dedicated at the spot of the 'first Masonic Lodge meeting ever convened north 
of the Arctic Circle in Canada" by Ivanhoe Lodge No. 142 at a special ceremony held in 1940. 
5 Tyrrell’s journals are deposited with the University or Toronto Library. 
6 Discovery journal, U of T. 
7 Edmonton journal notes, U of T. 
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Editor’s Comment: This article on Joseph Burr Tyrrell, The Man, the Mason and the Scientist 
was written by Bro. Darwin K. Durnie, published  in Vox Lucis Volume 21 in 2001.  Vox Lucis 
is a publication of Fiat Lux Lodge of research No. 1980, GRA. PO Box 4695, Station C, Cal-
gary Alberta, Canada T2T 5P1  Note: Some alterations have been made to fit this publication. 
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Editor’s Comments: 

• This newsletter is not an official Masonic publication and does not express the policies or opinions of any spe-

cific Masonic Lodge, District or Grand Lodge. 

 

So go ahead and enjoy it as my gift to you.  If you have any ideas or suggestions to improve it let me know - I will 

always listen, I may not do anything about it, but I will listen.  I would love to publish some of the stories from 

around the District or even Alberta.  Stories about individuals, Lodge happenings or histories of Lodges. 

 

This newsletter will not be published in paper format, but feel free to print it out and pass on to a brother.   

 

The subscription list for this newsletter came from the CDMEL (Central District Masonic Email List).  If 

you would rather not receive this Newsletter, let me know and I will remove your name - Your name will 

not be removed from the CDMEL unless you specifically request it.  If you would like to be added to the 

subscription list send me an email. 

 

W. Bro. Clark Johnston 

Beacon #190 

cjohnst@telusplanet.net 

Are you your brother’s keeper?  Several Masons in the 
District do not have access to computers &/or the Internet.  
If you know of such a Bro. And you think this newsletter is 
worth while, why not print off a copy to pass on.  Another 
idea—if you would like a copy, but do not have a com-
puter, ask your son or grandson to print it for you -he may 
get an idea of what it is you do at that secret Lodge! 

A Beacon never goes anywhere 

It’s just helps points the way 

Al Azhar Shriners - A.A.O.N.M.S. Red Deer Unit  
Meetings - 3rd Wednesday 
Freemason Hall, 4811-52nd Street, Red Deer, AB 
Contact: Box 42, Red deer, AB, T4N 5E7 
Club Pres. Dude Hughs  dmhughes@xplornet.com  403-356-1807 
1st Vice Garry Hodge  ghodge@shaw.ca  403-356-1807 

Royal Arch, Lebanon #38 
Meetings: Third Thursday 
Apollo Lodge Hall, 5114-50 Ave Stettler, AB 
Contact:  Jim Lockhart,  jim.lockhart@ufa.com  403-742-5775 

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Lodge of Perfection, Central Valley 
Meetings: 3rd Tuesday, 8:00 pm 
Freemason Hall, 4722 - 49B Ave, Lacombe, AB 
Contact Vern Otto, 403-782-3988 

Mountain View #1 (Olds) 1st Tuesday 
Venus #2 (Red Deer) 2nd Monday 
Alexandra #4 (Lacombe) 2nd Tuesday 
Victoria #14 (Stettler) 3rd Monday 
Innisfail #37 (Innisfail) 1st Thursday 
Battle River #47(Ponoka) 3rd Thursday 
Lochearn #129 (RMH) 1st Saturday - 2 pm 
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The Beacon - bookstore 
The following books can be purchased on line at  Natures Colours-Masonic Books, by following the link be-
low or from links on the DDGM or Beacon web pages.  Prices are in CAD funds.  Digital versions are also 
available.  Payment can be made with Major Credit Cards through the secure PayPal payment system or con-
tact me via email at cjohnst@telusplanet.net. 

 

 
Masonic Etiquettes 
 
 Description:  Etiquette and Protocol as it relates to Craft Lodges in Alberta, Canada. This is a 
re-production of a book originally published in 1994. An excellent guide for Lodge Officers to 
maintain the traditions of conduct within the Lodge and to trace the origins of some traditions. 

(A portion of the proceeds from the sale of this book goes to Masonic Charities.) 
 

 Original manuscript of the late WBro Harry Noble of Britannia Lodge #18 , G.R.A. 
Re-published by WBro. C Johnston, Beacon #190 G.R.A  

This book also available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta Bookstore  

 
Freemasonry – A Way of Life 
A WAY OF LIFE; a brief overview of what Freemasonry is and what it isn't. Of interest to 
someone looking to find out more about the craft - with a view to joining. 
HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED BECOMING A MASON; a series of questions and 
explanations directed at someone considering Masonry and wondering if it is an organiza-
tion suitable to their needs. 

Masonic Papers and Addresses, by Bro. James W. Roberts 
 

MW Bro. James W. Roberts is a United Church Minister, a Past Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Alberta, a Mason for over 50 years, a Bro. & a Friend. This book is a collection of the 
papers he has written and presented over 50 years; as Masonic Spring Workshop (Masonry In 
The Mountains) theme speaker (three times), Grand Chaplin of the Grand Lodge Of Alberta (5 
times), His Christmas Message for the Grand Lodge Bulletin (4 times) and his Inaugural & Final 
presentations as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Alberta. As well it includes his presentation 
to the Grand Lodge of Quebec on Freemasonry and Religion - submitted in November 1993 and 
his address as Senior Grand Warden, to the Annual Inter-Provincial Conference of the Officers of 
the Four Western Jurisdictions.  The messages contained herein are as relevant to Masonry and 
society today as they were when they were written and will prove inspirational to any one who 
reads them. 

Originally compiled by the late WBro Harry Noble of Britannia Lodge #18 , G.R.A.  
Updated and re-published by WBro. C Johnston, Beacon #190 G.R.A. 

This book also available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta Bookstore. 

 

 History of the Grand Lodge of Alberta, 1905 - 1980 
Description:  This coil bound book is a reproduction of the hard covered book, by the same title, originally 
published in the 1980s to commemorate the first 75 years of Freemasonry in Alberta, Canada. It is 154 
pages with B&W photos which include pictures of the Grand Masters and Grand Secretaries as well as 
historical photos. Also includes Lodge distribution graphics. This re-publication was done mainly to make 
the manuscript available in a coil bound version and digital format. Coil bound and digital versions avail-
able from “The Beacon Bookstore on lulu.com. 
 

Original manuscript of the late J.W. Collett, P.G.M., G.L.A. 

. Hard cover original version is available from the Grand Lodge of Alberta - Bookstore 

http://www.naturescolours.ca/masonic%20books.htm 


